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Now,  for  as  much  as  these  sports  are  many  and  divers,  I  think  it  not 
amiss  to  begin  and  give  that  recreation  precedency  of  place,  which  in 
my  opinion  (however  it  may  be  esteemed  partial)  doth  many  degrees  go 
before,  and  precede  all  other,  as  being  most  royal  for  the  stateliness 
thereof,  most  artificial  for  the  wisdome  and  cunning  thereof,  and  most 
Manly  and  Warlike  for  the  use  and  endurance  thereof.  And  this  I  hold 
to  be  the  Hunting  of  wild  beasts  in  general :  of  which  as  Chases  are 
many,  I  will  speak  of  them  particularly  in  their  proper  places. 

But  before  I  proceed  any  further,  I  will  tell  you  what  Hunting  is,  and 
from  the  true  definition  thereof,  make  your  waie  more  easie  and  plain 
into  the  hidden  Art  of  the  same. 

Hunting,  then,  is  a  curious  search  or  conquest  of  one  Beast  over 
another,  pursued  by  a  natural  instinct  of  enmity,  and  accomplished  by 
the  diversities  and  distinctions  of  smells  only,  wherein  Nature  equally 
dividing  her  cunning,  giveth  both  to  the  offender  and  offended,  strange 
knowledge  both  of  offence  and  safety. 

Gervase  Markham. 

Country  Contentments . 
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HUNTING  HISTORY 

BY  WAY  OF  AN  INTRODUCTION 


rUNTING  has  from  time  immemorial  occupied  a  fore¬ 
most  place  in  the  world’s  life.  First  it  was  necessary 
to  obtain  food  ;  then  it  began  to  be  necessary  to  keep 
‘-down  animals  that  were  predatory  or  mischievous  ; 
then  the  sport  became  recognised  and  our  wise  forefathers,  to  use 
the  familiar  words  of  one  John  Jorrocks,  kept  the  “  tambourine 
a-rowling,”  for  they  saw  that  it  meant  much  for  the  healthy  life  of 
the  country.  The  survival  of  hunting  and  its  organisation  when  it 
was  no  longer  necessary  either  for  providing  food  or  for  safeguarding 
our  flocks  and  herds  is  an  undying  testimony  to  the  fact  that  our 
ancestors  held  that  hunting,  as  the  great  Duke  of  Newcastle  said 
about  horsemanship,  “  Makyth  for  Manhode.”  Not  that  they  set 
themselves  to  say  it  in  so  many  words  ;  they  hunted  because  they 
enjoyed  it.  The  manliness  of  the  race  and  hunting  went  on  side 
by  side,  and  pace  the  cranks  it  is  the  hunting  which  has  done  much 
to  making  the  race  what  it  is. 

Hunting,  as  it  is  known  in  England — fox-hunting  being  especially 
meant — is  distinctly  an  Anglo-Saxon  sport.  No  doubt  the  climate 
of  England  had  much  to  do  in  establishing  it,  and  there  is  scarcely 
a  nook  or  corner  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  that  is  unhunted  if 
hunting  is  possible  in  it.  But  fox-hunting  has  spread  to  many 
countries  which  are  by  no  means  specially  adapted  for  it.  Indeed, 
wherever  the  Saxon  race  penetrates  the  notes  of  the  horn  and  the 
hound  accompany  him  if  hunting  only  be  possible.  So  we  have  it 
that  the  plains  of  India,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  Africa,  Palestine 
and  the  United  States  of  America  all  have  their  properly  established 
packs.1 

1  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  there  are  eighty-six  packs  of  foxhounds 
conducted  on  what  may  be  termed  orthodox  lines,  spread  about  in  Asia, 
America  and  Africa.  The  details  are  as  follows  : 


India 
Australia . 

New  Zealand  . 

East  and  South  Africa 


io  packs. 


4 

16 


»> 


»> 


Canada 

China 

Palestine 

U.SA. 


3  packs, 
i  pack, 
i  „ 

47  packs. 
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One  great  benefit  derived  from  hunting  is  that  whatever  a  man 
really  knows  about  it  he  has  had  to  learn  for  himself.  Of  course, 
he  must  have  had  some  guidance,  or  he  would  never  have  mastered 
the  rudiments  of  the  noble  sport.  But  what  he  knows  is  his  own  ; 
it  has  been  gained  by  his  powers  of  observation  and  deduction, 
and  it  could  only  be  the  result  of  consistent  and  persevering  in¬ 
dustry.  What  a  man  learns  in  this  way  he  prizes  more  than  anything 
which  he  learns  in  academic  fashion,  and  rightly  so,  for  it  is  his  very 
own.  But  this  is  not  all.  Having  once  got  into  the  way  of  working 
one  thing  out  for  himself,  he  applies  the  same  rule  to  any  other 
matter  he  takes  an  interest  in.  It  is  no  wonder  then  that  having 
seen  the  benefit  he  has  derived  directly  and  indirectly,  that  he 
seeks  to  pass  the  tradition  on,  and  under  such  conditions  as  have 
been  indicated  fox-hunting  will  continue  to  flourish  and  the  true 
spirit  of  sport  help  to  the  maintenance  of  a  strong  and  healthy  race. 

The  organisation  of  hunting  may  be  said  to  have  dated  from  the 
reign  of  Charles  II,  when  the  famous  Charlton  Hunt  was  established, 
and  this,  so  far  as  can  be  learned,  was  the  first  hunt  club  established. 
But  the  country  was  prepared  for  something  of  the  sort,  though  the 
establishment  of  subscription  packs  took  something  like  a  hundred 
years  to  be  brought  about.  Shadwell,1  however,  in  his  comedy  of 
“  Bury  Fair,”  shows  pretty  plainly  the  feeling  with  relation  to  sport 
that  was  spreading  all  over  the  country  and  becoming  a  national 
matter.  Lord  Bellamy,  in  the  comedy,  says  to  Wildish,  “These 
are  of  the  strictest  order  of  hunters,  such  as  keep  journals  of  every 
day’s  hunting  and  write  long  letters  about  fox  chases  from  one  end 
of  England  to  the  other.  Though  these  are  fops,  Ned,  a  reasonable 
man  may  enjoy  himself  very  well  in  the  country.”  People  who 
look  at  both  sides  of  the  question  will  probably  think  that  my  Lord 
Bellamy  had  quite  as  much  of  the  fop  about  him  as  his  neighbours 
whom  he  was  criticising,  and  they  will  not  be  far  wrong.  But  what 
is  quite  as  interesting  is  Wildish’s  reply  when  his  friend  has  pointed 
out  the  delights  of  a  country  life.  Says  Lord  Bellamy,  “  I  have  a 
noble  house,  an  air  pure  and  uncorrupted.”  These  Mr.  Wildish 
tells  him  can  be  found  in  St.  James’s  Square  and  Hyde  Park. 

Then  says  Bellamy,  “  I  view  my  stately  fields  and  meads  laden 
with  corn  and  grass  ;  my  herds  of  kine  and  flocks  of  sheep  ;  my 
breed  of  horses  ;  my  delicate  gardens  full  of  all  sorts  of  fruits  and 
herbs  ;  my  rivers  full  of  fish  with  ponds  and  a  decoy  for  waterfowl, 

1  Shadwell  was  by  no  means  the  egregious  ass  Dryden  describes 
him.  He  was  a  better  dramatist  than  Dryden. 
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and  plenty  of  game  of  all  kinds  in  my  fields  and  woods  ;  my  parks 
for  venison  ;  my  cellar  well  furnished  with  all  variety  of  excellent 
drinks  ;  and  all  my  own,  Ned.”  And  Ned,  who  has  his  worthy 
prototype  in  the  fashionable  townsman  of  the  day,  replies,  “  All 
these  things  have  we  in  London.  The  product  of  the  best  cornfields 
at  Queenhithe  ;  hay,  straw  and  cattle  at  Smithfield  ;  with  horses, 
too .  Where  is  such  a  garden  in  Europe  as  the  Stocks  Market  ?  Where 
such  a  river  as  the  Thames  ?  Such  ponds  and  decoys  as  in  Leaden- 
hall  Market  for  your  fish  and  your  fowl  ?  Such  game  as  at  the 
poulterers  ?  And  instead  of  parks  every  cook’s  shop  for  venison 
without  hunting  and  venturing  neck  or  arms  for  it.  And  for  cellars 
from  Temple  Bar  to  Aldgate  ;  and  all  that  I  have  use  of,  my  own 
too,  since  I  have  money.” 

I  have  quoted  Shadwell  considerably  for  two  reasons.  In  the 
first  place  he  marks  the  beginning  of  the  modern  system  of  hunting. 
His  play,  “  Bury  Fair,”  was  produced  the  year  after  the  Glorious 
Revolution,  when  Roper,  who  had  somehow  got  entangled  in  the 
Monmouth  business,  was  again  ruling  at  Charlton  and  the  Dukes 
of  Richmond  and  Grafton,  and  other  “  lords  and  gentlemen  ”  were 
gradually  but  surely  developing  what  had  hitherto  been  a  private 
amusement  into  an  organised  public  sport,  with  well-defined  rules 
and  regulations,  none  the  less  carefully  and  strictly  adhered  to  for 
not  being  written  or  printed.  Shadwell  also  points  out  that  hunting 
records  were  being  kept  all  over  the  country,  and  if  we  may  form 
an  opinion  from  what  took  place  at  Charlton,  they  had  been  kept 
for  some  time  all  over  the  country  where  hunting  was  at  all  regularly 
carried  on. 

But  Shadwell’s  comedy  possesses  another  interesting  feature.  It 
shows  that  in  the  days  of  the  Stuarts  we  had  our  selfish, self-indulgent, 
luxury-loving  materialists  as  we  have  now.  Translated  into  the 
argot  of  the  present,  Wildish’s  speech  may  be  read  as  follows,  “  I 
don’t  want  your  nasty  messy  cows  and  things.  If  I  want  to  see 
them  or  to  see  hunting  pictures  I  can  go  to  the  films.  No  risk  of 
breaking  a  fellow’s  neck  there  !  I  can  motor  out  on  a  fine  day  when 
I  want  fresh  air.  There’s  always  a  good  dinner  at  a  score  of  London 
restaurants,  and  there  are  night  clubs  and  dancing  and  baccarat,  and 
I  have  lots  of  money.  Why  the  deuce  should  I  go  and  run  any  risk 
of  laming  myself  ?  ”  And  so  the  gentleman  maunders  on,  dwelling 
all  the  time  in  the  fool’s  paradise  of  thinking  himself  a  man. 

That  there  is  so  much  good  hunting  history  lost,  as  there  evidently 
is  from  what  has  come  to  light,  is  much  to  be  regretted.  For  our 
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ancestors  had  their  difficulties  to  contend  with  and  we  might  have 
learnt  much  from  their  experience.  The  history  of  a  lot  of  good 
sport  which  took  place  in  the  brave  days  of  old  would  be  most 
interesting,  if  we  had  it,  but  it  is  of  less  importance  than  difficulties 
with  owners  of  land  or  occupiers,  or  with  neighbouring  hunts  which 
were  subjects  of  successful  negotiation.  The  influence  of  social 
changes  on  hunting  could  also  be  traced,  and  the  effects  of  the 
habits  and  customs  and  daily  life  of  the  country-side  upon  the  sport 
could  not  fail  to  have  a  good  effect  upon  future  policy,  and  give 
some  idea  of  how  to  meet  unexpected  difficulties. 

It  has  often  occurred  to  me  that  these  lost  records  might  throw 
a  light  upon  riding  to  hounds  and  the  history  of  that  fine  art.  We 
all  know  that  to  Mr.  Childe  of  Kinlet,  “  Flying  Childe,”  as  he 
was  known,  Cecil  Forester  and  Lord  Jersey  the  credit  is  given  of 
introducing  the  present  system  of  riding  to  hounds,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  that  these  three  hard-riding  gentlemen  caused  Mr.  Hugo 
Meynell  many  an  anxious  moment.  There  is  also  no  doubt  that 
they  did  much  to  improve  the  modern  system  of  riding  to  hounds. 
But,  as  we  know,  there  were  brave  men  before  Agamemnon,  and  it 
seems  a  very  curious  thing  that  in  many  of  the  old  ballads  hard 
riding  was  looked  upon  as  a  matter  of  course.  We  have  some  fine 
performances  on  record  which  seem  to  prove  my  contention.  We 
have  it  on  the  best  authority  that  the  Duke  of  Devonshire — the  third 
Duke,  I  think — when  Marquis  of  Hartington,  rode  down  Leven 
Down,  which  is  one  of  the  steepest  hills  in  Sussex,  and  jumped  a 
gate  at  the  bottom  of  it.  After  such  a  steep  descent  this  would 
practically  be  a  standing  jump,  and  it  was  a  fine  performance.  Then, 
again,  we  have  the  famous  run  with  the  Duke  of  Buckingham’s 
hounds  in  the  country  now  known  as  the  Sinnington.  This  run 
was  made  the  subject  of  some  quaint  verses,  which  show  pretty 
plainly  that  there  was  considerable  emulation  in  the  hunting  field 
in  the  seventeenth  century. 

A  verse  or  two  of  this  quaint  old  record  of  the  earliest  run 
associated  with  Riccal  Dale  may  be  of  interest.  The  bard  with 
the  license  which  seemed  common  in  those  days,  calls  it  Wreckle 
Dale  : 

For  Squire  Whitecliffe  rode  amain 
And  he  whipped  it  o’er  the  plain  ; 

Mr.  Watson  his  horse  did  not  favour  ; 

They  rode  up  the  highest  hills 
And  down  the  steepest  Dales, 

Expecting  his  life  for  their  Labour. 
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Mr.  Tybbals  rode  his  Part ; 

Although  this  Chase  was  smart, 

Default  they  were  seldom  or  never 
But  ever  by  and  by 
To  the  hounds  he  would  cry 
Halloo,  halloo,  halloo  !  hearte  away,  all  together. 

The  Riccal  Dale  run  took  place  some  time  before  the  Duke  of 
Buckingham’s  death,  for  he  is  mentioned  in  the  song  and  spoken 
of  with  the  greatest  enthusiasm.  “  For  our  hounds  then  had  gained 
much  glory,”  says  the  bard,  and  there  was  evidently  keen  rivalry 
amongst  the  leading  followers  of  the  hunt  if  his  word  is  to  be  taken. 
We  can  scarcely  imagine  Squire  Whitecliffe,  Mr.  Tybbals  and 
Mr.  Watson  jogging  quietly  along  in  the  wake  of  hounds  “  beguiling 
time  with  friendly  chat.”  There  is  something  of  the  “  hard-riding 
Dick  ”  element  in  the  quaint  old  ballad  that  seems  to  put  any  idea 
of  that  kind  quite  out  of  court. 

At  the  same  time  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  noble  art  of  riding 
to  hounds  on  modern  lines  developed  slowly.  Here  and  there, 
where  gallant  horsemen  like  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  or  the  founders 
of  the  Charlton  Hunt  got  together,  there  was  sure  to  be  a  keen 
spirit  of  rivalry,  and  we  must  not  forget  that  “  wild-goose  chases,” 
as  steeplechases  of  the  point-to-point  type  were  called,  in  the 
seventeenth  century  were  a  frequent  amusement  of  country  gentle¬ 
men.  We  must  also  bear  in  mind  that  in  those  good  old  times 
hunts  were  not  much  troubled  with  visitors  from  a  distance  ;  large 
fields  were  practically  unknown,  and  the  “  family  party  ”  tradition 
which  characterised  hunting  in  the  feudal  times  and  which  was 
undoubtedly  a  survival  of  the  old  forest  life  still  prevailed  to  a 
considerable  extent. 

The  art  of  riding  to  hounds  was  of  slow  development  as  has  been 
seen,  and  some  reasons  have  been  given  for  this.  But  perhaps  the 
greatest  of  all  is  that  fox-hunting  was  a  long  time  before  it  was 
established  as  our  leading  field  sport ;  and  it  is  the  drive  and  dash 
of  the  foxhound  which  brought  about  hard  riding.  Fox-hunting 
grew  but  slowly  as  an  organised  sport.  Foxes  were  hunted  because 
they  caused  some  trouble — of  which  I  shall  have  something  to  say 
later — and  the  principal  beast  of  the  chase  was  the  wild  red.  deer, 
of  which  there  was  an  abundance  all  throughout  the  country.  Of 
course,  there  was  a  good  deal  of  poaching  during  the  Middle  Ages, 
but  the  country  was  not  very  thickly  inhabited,  and  though  the 
laws  against  poaching  were  strict  and  were  somewhat  brutally 
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administered  when  opportunity  presented  itself,  people  were 
accustomed  to  take  a  good  fat  buck  when  they  wanted  one,  and  he 
was  no  more  missed  than  a  rabbit  would  be  out  of  a  well-stocked 
warren  in  these  days. 

England  prospered  in  Tudor  days.  The  Wars  of  the  Roses 
were  over,  and  in  the  reigns  of  Queen  Elizabeth  and  James  I  there 
was  more  land  brought  under  cultivation,  and  consequently  there 
was  not  so  much  room  in  the  country  for  the  wild  red  deer  as  there 
had  been.  But  there  was  quite  plenty  for  the  chase  of  the  wild 
red  deer  to  continue  to  occupy  the  leading  position  in  the  hunting 
world.  It  seems  not  a  little  curious  that  fox-hunting  owes  its  speedy 
advance  to  the  political  situation,  but  it  is  no  less  strange  than  true. 
The  wars  between  King  and  Parliament  lasted  for  nine  years. 
During  that  period  armed  forces  were  moving  about  all  over  the 
country,  and  when  they  wanted  venison  they  helped  themselves 
to  such  an  extent  that  when  the  Battle  of  Worcester  saw  the  end  of 
the  fighting  there  were  only  five  places  in  England  in  which  the 
wild  red  deer  could  be  found,  viz.  Windsor,  Richmond,  Exmoor, 
Dartmoor  and  the  New  Forest  ;  and  there  they  were  not  found  in 
any  number.  The  red  deer  had  been  practically  the  backbone  of 
hunting  from  the  days  of  William  the  Conqueror  or,  indeed,  earlier  ; 
but  the  red  deer  was  gone.  Happily,  however,  the  fox  was  left, 
and  he  has  taken  the  position  of  the  “  antlered  monarch  of  the 
waste  ”  in  hunting  economy. 

Packs  of  foxhounds  or  of  hounds  hunting  hare  and  fox  sprang 
up  all  over  the  country.  Many  of  these  were  private  packs,  and  as 
time  wore  on  developed  into  public  or  subscription  hunts.  It  is 
unnecessary  to  dwell  on  this  part  of  hunting  history  ;  it  is  prac¬ 
tically  well  known  ;  but  there  is  a  phase  of  hunt  development 
which  is  not  well  known  and  which  is  certainly  worthy  of  notice. 
On  an  estate  in  Yorkshire,  the  Roxby  estate  to  be  exact,  every  tenant 
had  to  keep  a  hound.  At  that  time  the  country  was  overrun  with 
foxes,  and  they  did  great  damage  to  the  lambs.  These  hounds  were 
assembled  at  certain  times  and  there  was  a  great  hunting  on  the  hills. 
The  hunting  was  all  done  on  foot,  and  the  custom  was  kept  up  long 
after  the  keeping  of  a  hound  was  no  longer  a  condition  of  tenancy. 
Many  hunts  in  our  rough  hill  countries  developed  on  these  lines 
from  customs  going  back  to  feudal  times,  and  many  of  them, 
instead  of  being  followed  on  foot  as  they  were  wont  to  be,  are  now 
well  turned  out  and  ridden  to.  They  were  good  fellows,  these  old 
dalesmen,  who  plodded  over  miles  of  country  in  the  wake  of  their 
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hounds.  There  is  a  story  told  of  the  Roxby  Hounds  finding  a  fox 
somewhere  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Skelton  on  a  Monday  and  kill¬ 
ing  him  near  Yarm.  The  gallant  sportsmen  then  tramped  back 
to  Guisborough,  a  distance  of  some  sixteen  or  seventeen  miles. 
Arrived  there  they  put  up  at  the  Three  Fiddles  Inn,  where  they 
feasted  jovially,  and  they  went  home  in  time  to  get  to  Whitby 
Market  on  Saturday.  There  were  many  survivals  of  this  kind,  but 
I  happen  to  know  the  ins  and  outs  of  the  history  of  the  gallant 
sportsmen  of  Roxby  and  Cleveland.  Two  or  three  or  more  land- 
owners  in  Cleveland  kept  a  few  hounds  and  kept  the  game  alive  to 
a  good  purpose,  showing  lots  of  sport — amongst  them,  an  ancestor 
of  my  own.  But  as  time  went  on  it  became  evident  to  these  gallant 
sportsmen  that  there  was  a  waste  going  on,  and  though  there  were 
no  doubt  many  little  jealousies  to  contend  with,  these  were  gradually 
put  aside  and  “  all  went  merry  as  a  marriage  bell,”  and  the 
Andrews  ruled  the  Cleveland  from  the  old  White  House  at  Saltburn 
— the  Roxby  was  soon  dropped — for  three  generations.  There  was, 
however,  a  curious  survival  of  the  feudal  custom,  of  which  I  was 
to  see  the  conclusion.  The  men  on  the  Roxby  side  of  the  country 
always  claimed  to  have  an  interest  in  the  pack,  which  was,  by  the  way, 
the  private  property  of  Mr.  Andrew,  but  there  was  never  any  con¬ 
tention  on  the  matter.  However,  on  one  occasion  when  hounds 
were  hunting  on  the  Roxby  side  of  the  country  the  sole  right  in 
these  hounds  was  made  over  to  Mr.  Andrew,  and  the  occasion 
celebrated  by  a  joyous  feast.  I  have  dwelt  rather  longer  on  this 
part  of  my  subject  than  I  should  have  done,  but  it  is,  I  think,  some¬ 
what  unique  that  a  custom  which  had  arisen  in  the  feudal  ages 
should  have  been  recognised  and  practically  kept  up  till  the  nine¬ 
teenth  century  had  got  well  through  its  sixth  decade. 

It  was  the  “  System  of  Meynell  ”  that  established  fox-hunting 
on  what  may  fitly  be  termed  a  national  basis,  but  the  time  was 
ripe  for  it,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  rapidity  with  which  the  changes 
toOik  place.  Men  travelled  far  to  learn  new  facts  and  new  theories 
about  hunting,  and  gradually  the  so-called  fashionable  countries 
came  into  being.  This,  of  course,  was  good  for  hunting  as  a  sport ; 
it  made 

Those  hunt  now  who  ne’er  did  hunt  before 

And  those  who  always  hunted,  hunt  the  more  ; 

it  kept  the  sport  before  the  public  eye,  and  it  came  to  have  a  social 
importance  which,  perhaps  at  one  time,  could  scarcely  have  been 
anticipated. 
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This,  of  course,  was  not  without  its  drawbacks.  Human  nature 
being  what  it  is,  there  are  always  to  be  found  men  who  try  to  pose 
as  something  they  are  not.  When  hunting  was  more  on  the  lines 
of  a  gathering  of  neighbours  who  were  all  intimately  acquainted 
there  was  not  much  danger  in  this  direction  ;  but  as  soon  as  it 
became  an  established  sport  and  the  doings  of  the  fashionable 
countries  began  to  fill  the  columns  of  the  newspapers  the  undesirable 
element  began  to  make  itself  manifest.  A  certain  amount  of  eclat 
attached  to  the  man  who  went  hunting,  and  so  certain  men  went 
hunting  for  that  reason  and  not  for  the  sake  of  the  sport.  There  is 
no  fear  of  this  gentleman  imposing  on  the  man  who  knows  ;  he 
can  tell  in  a  minute  whether  the  man  with  whom  he  is  talking  rings 
true. 

I  have  heard  a  good  deal  of  talk  in  certain  neighbourhoods  as 
to  the  great  proportion  of  this  class  of  hunting  men  at  the  present 
day.  I  am  inclined  to  think  much  of  it  is  exaggerated — at  any  rate, 
I  should  like  to  hope  so.  For  a  hundred  years  and  more  the  sporting 
man,  as  distinguished  from  the  sportsman,  has  been  the  bete  noir  of 
the  hunting  field.  And  as  the  railways  increased  the  number  of 
sportsmen,  they  had  also  an  effect  on  the  number  of  sporting 
men.  The  novice  may  perhaps  wish  to  know  how  to  distinguish 
the  two  types.  I  cannot  do  better  than  refer  him  to  the  members 
of  Mr.  Facey  Romford’s  Heavyside  Hunt.  “  It  was  all  the  hounds 
they  talked  about,  not  themselves  or  their  horses.  No  telling  of 
how  Brown  beat  Smith,  or  how  Tomkins  set  the  field.”  There 
can  be  no  more  epigrammatic  description  of  the  sportsman  than 
this,  but  I  think  that  what  that  good  writer  Cecil  has  to  say  on  the 
subject  should  be  quoted,  especially  as  his  books  are  now  out  of 
print.  “  The  difference  between  the  sportsman  and  the  sporting 
man,”  says  he,  writing  in  the  early  ’fifties, “  is  very  clear  and  distinct ; 
the  former  is  replete  with  high  bearing,  hospitality,  integrity  of  pur¬ 
pose,  manliness,  candour,  frankness,  a  zealous  desire  to  contribute 
to  the  amusement,  happiness  and  welfare  of  all  his  fellow-beings  ; 
he  is  generously  liberal  and  his  purse  is  ever  open,  according  to  its 
capacity  to  relieve  distress.  Zealously  devoted  to  sport,  he  enters 
into  it  con  amove ,  watching  every  event  with  interest,  thus  he  derives 
all  the  enjoyments  the  pursuit  is  capable  oj  affording.  The  sporting 
man,  on  the  other  hand,  is  quite  a  different  character.  He  pro¬ 
fesses  to  be  fond  of  field  sports,  because  he  imagines  it  raises  him 
in  the  estimation  of  his  unsophisticated  companions,  and  he  fancies 
he  deceives  others  into  the  same  impressions.  The  most  interesting 
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events  in  the  chase  or  other  sporting  events  are  unheeded,  because 
he  is  scarcely  able,  even  if  willing,  to  appreciate  them.  He  may, 
or  he  may  not,  be  a  hard  riding  man  ;  but  if  he  is  his  presence 
with  hounds  is  a  source  of  regret,  because  he  never  fails  to  over¬ 
ride  them  when  he  has  an  opportunity,  for  the  sake  of  distinction, 
which  is  his  greatest  idol.  The  manners  of  a  gentleman  are  innate 
in  the  sportsman,  though  assumed  by  the  sporting  man  who  mingles 
some  little  inapplicable  technicalities  with  slang — sure  indication  of 
a  vulgar  mind.” 

The  italics  in  the  above  quotation  are  mine.  Cecil’s  criticism 
is  very  scathing,  but  it  is  just,  and  it  is  as  applicable  now  as  when 
it  was  written.  In  a  word,  it  is  a  description  of  the  real  and  the 
sham,  those  two  factors  of  human  life  which  have  existed  through 
the  ages,  and  which,  for  aught  we  can  see  to  the  contrary,  will  last 
to  the  end  of  time  to  furnish  material  for  the  Aristophanes  and 
George  Merediths  of  their  time. 

But  do  not  let  us  be  too  hard  on  the  sporting  man.  He  labours 
under  many  disadvantages.  All  he  knows  of  sport  he  has  gathered 
from  hearsay,  and  his  sources  of  information  are  neither  the  best 
nor  very  reliable.  His  informants  are  too  apt  “  to  take  a  fragment 
for  the  whole,  and  call  the  whole  a  part.” 

Let  us  give  him  credit  for  wishing  to  become  a  sportsman,  which 
it  is  quite  in  his  power  to  be.  I  have  known  many  sporting  men 
who  have  developed  into  sportsmen,  and  first-class  sportsmen  at 
that.  The  secret  of  the  true  sportsman  is  fellowship.  He  will  make 
any  sacrifice  of  the  pleasures  of  the  moment  for  the  benefit  of  the 
sport.  The  hounds  and  their  work  are  always  in  his  mind,  and  he 
gets  infinitely  more  pleasure  out  of  hunting  than  the  man  who 
merely  hunts  to  ride. 

Perhaps  I  cannot  conclude  this  chapter  better  than  by  giving  a 
personal  experience  in  proof  of  my  statement. 

I  was  hunting  with  the  Bramham  Moor  at  one  of  their  best 
fixtures,  and  in  the  first  covert  drawn  hounds  found  at  once  and 
were  away  with  their  fox  in  a  moment.  It  was  clear  that  there  was 
only  a  flashy  scent,  and  after  crossing  three  big  fields  they  checked. 
Tom  Smith  held  them  on,  and  they  worked  out  the  line  beautifully 
for  an  hour.  The  field  grumbled,  lit  pipes  and  cigars  and  coffee- 
housed,  but  Tom  Smith  and  his  master  would  listen  to  no  hints. 
At  last  it  seemed  as  if  they  had  worked  the  line  out  to  nothing. 
They  did  manage  to  carry  it  into  a  narrow  plantation,  and  no 
sooner  had  they  got  through  the  hedge  than  they  burst  out  into 
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such  a  joyous  cry  as  had  not  been  heard  that  morning.  Then  came 
three  or  four  staccato  notes  on  Tom  Smith’s  horn,  and  at  the  end 
of  a  bright  fifteen  minutes  a  happy  party  of  half  a  dozen  of  us  saw 
a  good  fox  pulled  down,  and  hounds  had  finished  eating  him  when 
the  bulk  of  the  field  turned  up,  “  wondering  how  it  had  all  come 
about.” 

In  a  long  experience  of  over  fifty  seasons  I  never  had  a  more 
satisfactory  run,  nor  one  on  which  it  is  pleasanter  to  dwell. 
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CHANGING  CONDITIONS 
CHAPTER  I 

CHANGED  AND  CHANGING  CONDITIONS — 

SOCIAL  AND  TERRITORIAL 

Your  changed  complexions  are  to  me  a  mirror 
Which  shows  me  mine  changed  too,  for  I  must  be 
A  party  in  this  alteration,  finding 

Myself  thus  alter’d  with’t.  The  Winter's  Tale . 

CHANGE  is  going  on  all  round  us,  every  day  and 
every  hour,  as  is  stated  in  brief  but  eloquent 
language  in  the  quotation  which  heads  this 
chapter.  Happily  for  the  world  at  large  the 
change  is  generally  a  gradual  one,  but  at  times — indeed,  to 
be  correct  we  should  say  periodically — there  is  a  gathering 
together  of  hidden  forces  which  must  have  sudden  vent  and 
which  bring  about  a  great  upheaval,  and  considerable  in¬ 
convenience  and  trouble  to  those  in  whose  time  they  come. 
From  the  highest  to  the  lowest  everyone  is  affected  in  his 
everyday  life  ;  in  his  working  life  and  in  his  life  of  amuse¬ 
ment  and  pleasure,  and  in  his  outlook  on  the  future.  And 
each  man,  as  Polixenes  has  it,  must  be  “  a  party  in  this 
alteration  ”  which  so  suddenly  takes  place.  The  difficulty 
lays  in  how  he  is  to  be  a  party  in  it.  Is  he  merely  to  drift 
with  the  tide,  or  is  he  to  make  an  effort  to  save  the  best  of 
threatened  institutions  ?  If  people  will  do  their  best  to 
keep  these  going  and  will  use  their  abilities  to  preserve  all 
that  is  good,  we  shall  come  out  of  the  period  of  sudden 
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change  without  any  serious  trouble  ;  but  we  must  take  care 
to  enlist  some  fresh  blood  all  the  way  as  we  go  if  we  would 
have  our  efforts  crowned  with  success.  And  to  do  this 
every  care  should  be  taken  that  old  traditions  are  duly 
respected.  This  does  not  imply  that  they  should  be 
slavishly  adhered  to  ;  but  it  is  obvious  that  customs  which 
have  prevailed  for  many  years  should  be  treated  with  some 
careful  consideration  before  they  are  abandoned  altogether, 
if  such  a  course  should  seem  desirable. 

To  leave  the  general  and  come  to  the  particular,  let  us 
see  how  the  violent  changes  in  territorial  and  social  con¬ 
ditions  have  affected  hunting.  Let  us  see  how  the  best 
can  be  made  of  the  changed  conditions  and  how  the  true 
spirit  of  sport  can  be  best  preserved.  A  very  considerable 
proportion  of  the  public  know  nothing  about  hunting  in 
theory  or  practice,  nor  is  this  to  be  wondered  at  in  a  densely 
populated  country  which  is  always  hustling.  “  Hunting,” 
says  the  man  you  meet  on  Tube  lines  and  at  restaurant 
bars,  and  other  places  of  concourse,  “  What  does  hunting 
matter  ?  Hunting  is  only  an  amusement  !  ”  But  hunting 
is  something  much  more  than  an  amusement.  An  amuse¬ 
ment  is  here  to-day  and  gone  to-morrow — a  game  like 
ping-pong,  good  enough  to  pass  an  idle  hour.  Hunting  is 
a  matter  of  national  importance,  and  it  is  not  therefore  a 
subject  to  be  lightly  put  to  one  side.  Memory  is  apt  to 
grow  short  in  these  hurrying  days,  and  I  would  remind  my 
readers,  lest  they  forget,  that  it  was  the  British  cavalry 
which  stopped  the  last  German  advance  and  turned  that 
advance  into  a  rout. 

Before  going  into  details  of  recent  changes,  it  may  perhaps 
be  as  well  to  refer  briefly  to  some  of  those  which  took  place 
within  a  century  and  see  how  differently  they  affected  fox¬ 
hunting  to  what  was  anticipated.  Take  the  railways,  for 
example.  Many  good  sportsmen  shook  their  heads  and 
said  that  fox-hunting  would  be  practically  impossible  in 
the  not  very  distant  future  ;  that  the  country  would  be  cut 
up  with  railways  ;  hounds  would  not  be  able  to  cross  the 
line,  or  if  they  were,  the  field  would  be  unable  to  follow 
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them,  and  so  on.  Yet  on  the  whole  railways  have  been 
beneficial  to  fox-hunting,  and  if  it  were  not  for  them  many 
good  sportsmen  would  see  little  hunting  in  these  bustling 
days. 

A  personal  experience  of  my  own  throws  some  light  on 
the  good  influence  which  railways  have  had  on  hunting. 
It  was  when  I  was  Hunting  Correspondent  of  the  Field 
that  I  met  in  the  club  of  which  I  was  a  member  a  well- 
known  and  popular  gentleman  who  had  made  a  considerable 
fortune  and  who  was  looked  upon  as  a  wealthy  man.  We 
had  had  a  wonderful  week  of  sport,  every  day  a  brilliant 
run,  and  it  was  this  week’s  sport  my  friend  proceeded  to 
discuss.  He  entered  into  minute  details  about  much  of 
the  country,  and  we  had  a  long  chat.  He  told  me  that  he 
read  all  the  hunting  news  in  all  the  leading  papers,  Field , 
Land  and  Water ,  Horse  and  Hound ,  etc.,  and  he  was  cer¬ 
tainly  one  of  the  best-informed  men  on  hunting  matters 
I  ever  met.  I  suggested  to  him  that  as  he  had  practically 
retired  he  would  be  wise  to  buy  a  couple  of  steady  horses 
and  put  in  two  or  three  days  a  week  in  riding  “  after  ” 
hounds.  I  told  him  two  or  three  dealers  who  generally 
made  a  speciality  of  this  class  of  horse.  Then  to  my  sur¬ 
prise  he  told  me  that  when  he  was  a  young  lad  he  could 
hold  his  own  with  good  men  over  a  big  country  and  that 
he  did  not  feel  inclined  to  play  second  fiddle  to  his  own 
reputation.  And  then  he  went  on  to  say  that  if  there  had 
been  railway  accommodation  in  his  youth  as  we  had  it 
in  these  days  he  would  have  been  able  to  put  in  a  few  days 
every  season  and  so  have  kept  up  his  riding  and  have  been 
going  strong  then. 

The  changed  conditions  in  the  hunting  countries  which 
are  most  likely  to  affect  hunting  are  first,  social  conditions, 
and  secondly  territorial  conditions.  Indeed  the  two  may 
be  said  to  intersect  each  other.  The  break-up  of  the  large 
estates  which  has  taken  place  in  so  many  countries,  and 
the  practical  retirement  of  so  many  men  of  old  family  from 
participation  in  county  life  has  had  a  very  serious  effect. 
It  was  bound  to  have.  The  connexion  which  in  many 
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places  had  lasted  for  centuries  was  suddenly  severed  ; 
strangers  came  into  the  land,  and  the  difficulty  was  increased 
by  the  fact  that  the  new-comers  and  the  old  inhabitants  did 
not  understand  each  other.  Under  such  circumstances 
misunderstandings  are  bound  to  arise,  but  in  many  places 
some  of  the  old  inhabitants  have  kept  a  few  of  their  belong¬ 
ings  and  have  done  much  in  an  unostentatious  manner  to 
preserve  the  amenities  of  country  life. 

It  is  very  easy  to  criticise  the  new-comers  into  the  life 
of  the  country-side,  but  is  it  always  fair  ?  Much  is  new 
to  them,  and  they  are  apt  to  make  mistakes,  but  I  think  I 
may  say  from  what  I  have  seen  of  them  in  a  great  many 
cases  they  err  quite  unconsciously.  Where  there  is  a  good 
pack  of  hounds  in  the  neighbourhood,  however,  things 
smooth  themselves  out  wonderfully.  The  new-comers 
patronise  the  sport  more  or  less,  and  this  brings  the  country¬ 
side  together.  Then  some  men  with  influence  may  be  left  in 
the  country,  and  eventually  things  work  together  for  good. 

The  value  of  a  good  pack  of  hounds  in  a  neighbourhood 
is  immense  and  promotes  the  well-being  of  farmers,  trades¬ 
men  and  the  working  classes  in  a  way  which  no  outsider 
could  credit.  Here  then  there  is  an  object  which  everyone 
has  at  heart,  the  well-being  of  the  country,  and  conse¬ 
quently  we  find  eventually  the  new-comers  and  the  older 
inhabitants  combined  to  bring  about  that  desirable  result. 
The  great  changes  which  have  taken  place  in  the  ownership 
of  the  land,  and  the  influx  of  many  new  inhabitants,  have 
not  in  any  case  that  I  am  aware  of  had  any  influence  in  the 
way  of  stopping  hunting.  I  know  of  no  famous  pack  that 
has  been  put  down,  and  practically  there  is  as  much 
hunting  as  ever  there  was  all  over  the  country. 

It  will  be  shown  later  on  what  a  narrow  escape  hunting 
had  and  better  proof  of  the  vitality  of  the  sport  could  not 
be  given  than  the  way  in  which  it  weathered  the  storm. 
Another  proof  of  the  hold  hunting  has  upon  the  country¬ 
side  is  the  way  in  which  so  many  of  the  old  country-side 
hunts  have  been  stabilised,  if  such  a  term  may  be  used. 
In  the  hills  and  in  outlying  districts  for  a  longer  period 
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than  it  would  be  possible  to  name  with  any  approach  to 
accuracy,  hounds  have  been  kept  by  the  inhabitants, 
principally  small  farmers,  each  man  “  walking  ”  a  hound. 
A  man  was  appointed  as  huntsman,  and  they  hunted  on 
showing  excellent  sport  in  a  rough-and-ready  way.  For 
many  years  they  hunted  on  foot — then  some  of  them 
began  to  hunt  on  ponies  and  horses,  but  the  same  system 
of  management  was  adopted,  every  man  walking  a  hound, 
or  a  couple.  The  master  of  such  packs  was  generally  a 
small  farmer.  I  have  known  and  hunted  with  many  such 
packs  in  times  gone  by.  Now  all  is  changed  in  most  of 
these  countries.  They  are  established  on  orthodox  lines, 
are  regularly  kennelled  and  have  a  regularly  appointed 
staff,  and  there  never  seems  any  trouble,  so  far  as  I  can 
learn,  in  obtaining  a  suitable  master  for  them.  And  I 
would  point  out  that  these  rough  countries  form  a  capital 
school  for  a  young  master  of  hounds  and  fit  him  for  more 
important,  or  at  any  rate  more  ambitious,  appointments 
if  he  has  a  turn  that  way.  I  do  not  think  there  is  anything 
which  is  more  satisfactory  than  this  stabilising  of  the  old 
rough  moorland  hunts. 

A  matter  that  should  certainly  be  referred  to — indeed 
too  much  cannot  be  made  of  it — is  the  excellent  work  the 
ladies  did  when  times  were  at  their  worst.  No  trouble 
was  too  great ;  they  talked  the  cranks  round  ;  they  put 
the  case  fairly,  and  in  season  and  out  of  season  they  played 
the  game.  I  saw  much  of  what  they  did  ;  their  perse¬ 
verance  and  their  indefatigable  resourcefulness,  always 
ready  with  a  way  out,  and  the  country  owes  a  huge  debt 
of  gratitude  to  the  late  Marchioness  of  Londonderry  and 
her  co-workers  for  the  strenuous  and  well-timed  work 
they  did  for  hunting  and  racing. 

Under  such  circumstances  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at 
that  some  ladies  have  found  their  way  to  the  proud  position 
of  master  of  hounds.  I  have  seen  one  or  two  of  these  ladies 
in  the  field  and  have  been  much  pleased  with  the  way  in 
which  they  have  managed  things.  It  is  curious,  by  the  way, 
what  a  short  memory  the  public  has  for  anything,  or  indeed 
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everything.  Ladies  as  masters  of  hounds  were  being  dis¬ 
cussed  one  day,  and  I  was  much  amused  at  hearing  a 
gentleman,  in  a  most  authoritative  manner,  pronounce 
lady  masters  of  hounds  “  shameful  innovations.”  He  was 
taken  to  task  for  his  inaccuracy,  and  then  was  given  a  full 
history  of  the  first  Marchioness  of  Salisbury,  who  estab¬ 
lished  the  Hatfield  Hunt,  and  perhaps  had  as  great  an 
influence  for  good  upon  hunting  as  anyone,  man  or  woman, 
in  her  time.  And  it  must  be  remembered  that  she  was 
contemporary  with  some  great  hunting  men — Mr.  Assheton 
Smith,  Mr.  Hugo  Meynell,  Squire  Osbaldeston,  Mr.  John 
Warde,  Lord  Althorpe  and  Sir  Charles  Knightley,  to  name 
a  few  of  them.  She  used  to  hunt  in  a  sky-blue  habit 
which  was  a  constant  topic  of  conversation  all  over  the 
country  she  hunted  over,  where  she  was  very  popular. 
She  established  the  Hatfield  Hunt  in  1775  and  retired  in 
1819  owing  to  increasing  infirmities.  She  was  burned  to 
death  in  the  fire  at  Hatfield  Hall  sixteen  years  later. 

Another  change  which  has  taken  place  during  the  last 
few  years  is  that  more  people  seem  to  be  hunting  from 
home  than  was  the  case,  say,  in  the  last  quarter  of  the 
nineteenth  century.  Perhaps  the  scarcity  of  money  and 
the  heavy  expenses  entailed  by  going  about  have  some¬ 
thing  to  do  with  it ;  but  whatever  the  cause  the  change 
is  a  good  one  in  the  best  interests  of  hunting.  A  man 
ahvays  enjoys  his  hunting  most  when  he  hunts  from  his 
own  door,  at  least  that  is  my  experience.  The  handiness 
of  the  train  service  nowadays  also  makes  it  possible  that  a 
man  can  get  away  to  a  distance  and  get  a  good  pack  of 
hounds  in  a  fair  country,  no  matter  where  his  home  may  be, 
provided  he  is  within  a  reasonable  distance  of  a  station. 

During  the  war  that  good  sportsman,  the  late  Lord 
Willoughby  de  Broke,  whose  services  would  have  been  so 
valuable  during  the  present  period  of  change,  said  to  me  that 
one  of  the  changes  we  should  the  soonest  have  to  encounter 
would  be  the  scarcity  of  horses.  Lord  Willoughby  pointed 
out  two  things,  first  that  there  were  not  the  number  of  horses 
there  had  been,  and  secondly  the  expense  of  keeping  second 
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horses  and  the  necessary  equipment  would  be  too  heavy. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  second  horses  are  not  so 
numerous  as  they  were,  nor  is  this  a  matter  to  cause  much 
trouble.  Carefully  and  well  handled,  a  well-bred  hunter 
can  last  through  the  average  day  easily  enough.  What 
used  to  cause  the  trouble  in  the  old  times  was  the  reckless 
way  in  which  the  horses  were  ridden  to  covert,  and  were 
needlessly  knocked  about  and  larked  when  hounds  were 
moving  from  covert  to  covert.  The  curtailment  of  the 
number  of  second  horses  is  all  in  favour  of  the  improvement 
of  horsemanship  and  horsemastership.  So  far  as  I  have 
been  able  to  make  out  the  over-preservation  of  game  is 
scarcely  likely  to  interfere  seriously  with  hunting  at  present. 

There  are  one  or  two  matters,  however,  which  may  well 
be  discussed  here,  in  a  chapter  which  covers  a  multitude 
of  subjects.  It  is  an  obvious  fact  that  it  is  a  mistake  to 
drop  back  to  the  blunders  of  our  ancestors,  and  that  is 
what  I  am  afraid  we  are  doing  in  many  places.  Now  the 
first  thing  I  would  do  in  this  direction  is  to  quote  the 
immortal  Mr.  Facey  Romford.  “  He’s  the  first  bag  fox 
oi  ever  ’unted,”  said  the  great  M.F.H.  referring  to  his  run 
with  Mrs.  Watkins’s  fox,  “  and  oi’ll  never  hunt  another.” 
I  would  advise  modern  masters  of  foxhounds  to  follow 
the  example  of  their  famous  predecessor.  Now  I  would 
not  sail  under  false  colours  for  a  moment.  I  have  had 
many  a  run  with  a  bag  fox,  and  many  a  good  gallop  with 
one,  and  I  was  rather  an  adept  in  my  time  at  turning 
them  down.  But  I  can  honestly  say  that  as  I  grew  older 
I  was  very  ashamed  of  the  business,  and  I  always  regretted 
having  had  anything  to  do  with  the  bagman  when  I  came 
to  think  carefully  over  the  matter.  The  bag  fox  can  be 
turned  off  in  such  a  manner  as  will  deceive  the  field  or 
most  of  them.  But  he  cannot  be  turned  off  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  deceive  hounds.  My  old  friend  Will  Grant, 
so  many  years  huntsman  to  Lord  Middleton,  once  said 
apropos  of  deceiving  hounds,  “  Lie  to  a  man  if  you  like,  but 
never  lie  to  a  hound  or  a  child,  for  they’ll  never  forgive  you.” 
This  is  a  matter  which  should  be  constantly  kept  in  mind. 
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Two  friends  of  mine,  both  prominent  hunting  men  and 
one  of  them  master  of  a  leading  pack  of  hounds  in  the 
country,  have  communicated  with  me  on  one  very  im¬ 
portant  subject.  They  both  ask  me  to  say  everything  I 
can  against  the  pernicious  habit  of  “  touching.5’  I  re¬ 
member  when  this  was  a  matter  known  but  to  two  or 
three  of  us.  A  small  bottle,  about  the  size  of  your  little 
finger,  was  tightly  corked  and  put  into  the  waistcoat 
pocket,  and  then  you  were  equipped  for  whatever  might 
happen.  If  a  fox  was  handled,  and  it  was  generally  managed 
that  he  should  be  handled,  he  was  touched  with  the  bottle 
known  as  Tom  Thumb,  and  then  away  he  went  with  a 
breast-high  scent,  hounds  fairly  flying  after  him.  I  do 
not  intend  to  say  what  was  in  the  bottle,  but  it  was  imper¬ 
ceptible  to  anyone  who  handled  the  fox.  But  hounds  knew, 
and  they  would  not  break  a  touched  fox  up.  I  had  hoped 
that  the  evil  custom  had  been  forgotten  long  since,  but 
from  what  my  friends  tell  me  it  still  prevails  to  a  con¬ 
siderable  extent  in  some  places.  The  sooner  it  is  put  a 
stop  to  the  better  ;  it  is  a  most  unsportsmanlike  dodge 
and  it  spoils  hounds. 

Let  me  finish  this  chapter  on  rather  more  cheerful  lines. 
It  is  highly  satisfactory  to  find  so  many  amateur  huntsmen 
at  work.  A  huntsman’s  duties  are  onerous,  and  no  one 
would  undertake  them  if  he  did  not  feel  a  great  interest 
in  the  work.  The  number  of  amateur  huntsmen  at  present 
to  be  found  in  the  Hound  List  is  somewhat  exceptional. 
There  are  seventy-three  masters  of  hounds  who  are  their 
own  huntsmen,  of  whom  the  following  is  a  list  given  from 
the  Hound  List  of  1923-1924 : 


Masters  of  Hounds  who  Hunt  their  own  Hounds. 


Masters . 

Sir  Ian  H.  Amory,  Bt. 
Major  G.  H.  Anson  . 
Capt.  G.  Babington  . 
Mr.  P.  Bach 
Mr.  H.  J.  H.  Barton 
Capt.  Bell 


Name  of  Pack, 

The  Tiverton. 

South  Staffordshire. 
The  Lamerton. 

The  South  Tetcott. 
The  South  Shropshire. 
The  North  Durham. 
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Masters , 

Capt.  G.  E.  Belvelle  . 

Mr.  A.  H.  Stevens 
Major  T.  Bouch 
Capt.  A.  Browne 
Capt.  W.  Browne 
Mr.  J.  E.  Charlton 
Hon.  G.  Coventry 
Mr.  Douglas  Crossman 
Mr.  P.  Crossman 
Mr.  Edward  Curre  . 
Commander  Davey  . 

Mr.  Hubert  Dorrington 
Mr.  H.  G.  Egerton  . 

The  Earl  of  Essex 
Capt.  J.  D.  D.  Evans 
Mr.  S.  A.  Fane 
Mr.  J.  Willis  Fleming 
Major  Gordon  B.  Foster 
Lt.-Col.  R.  G.  S.  Gordon 
Mr.  C.  H.  Green 
Miss  Guest 
Major  B.  Hardy 
Mr.  A.  C.  Hext 
Capt.  Heygate  . 

Major  L.  B.  Holliday 
Capt.  R.  Hunt 
Major  E.  C.  Hurt 
Major  L.  A.  Jackson 
Lt.-Col.  B.  C.  James 
Major  Hardy  and  Major  Lyon 
Mr.  Jacob  Robson 
Col.  the  Hon.  H.  Joicey 


Mr.  Arthur  Jones 
Major  E.  Brown  Jones 
Capt.  A.  M.  Keith 
Mr.  T.  A.  King 
Sir  Wilfred  Lawson ,  Bt . 

Lord  Leconfield 
Major  Longueville 

Sir  Charles  Wiggan  . 

Mr.  W.  H.  Wiggan  . 

Mr.  G.B.  Williams  . 

Major  Wilson  . 

Major  F.  J.  B.  Wingfield  Digby 


Name  of  Pack. 

.  The  Woodland  Pytchley. 
.  Essex  Farmers. 

.  The  Belvoir. 

.  The  West  Percy. 

.  The  Portman. 

.  The  Ludlow. 

.  The  Carmarthen. 

.  The  Cambridgeshire. 

.  Essex  and  Suffolk. 

.  Mr.  Curre’s. 

.  The  Dartmoor. 

.  The  Bilsdale. 

.  The  East  Sussex. 

.  The  Fitzwilliam. 

.  The  Brecon. 

.  The  South  Oxfordshire. 

.  The  Isle  of  Wight. 

.  The  Sinnington. 

.  South  Dorset. 

.  Mendip. 

.  Miss  Guest’s. 

.  The  Atherstone. 

.  The  North  Cornwall. 

.  The  North  Herefordshire 
.  The  Badsworth. 

.  The  Wheatland. 

.  Major  Hurt’s. 

.  The  Cotswold. 

.  The  Stevenstone. 

.  The  Atherstone. 

.  The  Border. 

.  The  North  Northumber¬ 
land. 

.  The  Worcestershire. 

.  The  Ynysfor. 

.  The  Haydon. 

.  The  Tetcott. 

.  The  Cumberland. 

.  Lord  Leconfield’s. 

.  The  Radnor  and  West 
Hereford. 

.  The  Brocklesby. 

.  The  Worcestershire. 

.  The  Four  Burrows. 

.  The  Barlow. 

.  The  Blackmoor  Vale, 
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Amateur  Huntsmen  who  are  not  Masters. 


Masters^ 

Capt.  V.  Helme 
Capt.  Hugh  Evelyn  Allen 
Mr.  Henry  Buckland 
Marquis  of  Worcester 
Major  J.  L.  Priestman 
Major  Jessop  . 

Hon.  George  Coventry 
Mr.  C.  Roskelly 
Mr.  Robin  Hill 
Major  J.  N.  Diggle  . 
Lt.-Col.  R.  Lloyd 
Major  Hartley  . 

Mr.  A.  P.  Robinson  . 
Mr.  J.  F.  Twinborrow 


Name  of  Pack < 

.  The  Albrighton. 

.  Mr.  Seymour  Allen’s. 

.  Ashford  Valley. 

.  Badminton. 

.  Braes  of  Derwent. 

.  Burton. 

.  Carmarthenshire. 

.  East  Cornwall. 

.  The  Derwent. 

.  Earl  Fitzwilliam’s. 

.  Flint  and  Denbigh. 

.  The  Wylye  Valley. 

.  The  NorthHerefordshire. 
.  The  North  Ledbury. 


CHAPTER  II 


FARMERS  AND  FOX-HUNTING 

“  Ould  mon,  it’s  welly  milkin’  toim,  where  ever  ’ast  ’ee  bin  ? 

Thear’s  flutch  upo’  thoi  coat,  oi  see,  and  blood  upo’  thoi  chin.” 

“  Oiv  bin  to  see  the  gentle  folk  o’  Cheshur  roid  a  run  ; 

Owd  wench  !  oiv  been  a  hunting  an’  oiv  seen  some  rattling  fun.” 

“  Now,  missis,  sin  the  markets  be  a  doing  moderate  well, 

Oiv  welly  maed  my  moind  up  just  to  buoy  a  nag  mysel’ ; 

For  to  keep  a  farmer’s  spirits  up  ’gin  things  be  gettin’  low, 

There’s  nothing  loike  Fox-huntin’  and  a  rattling  Tally-ho  !  ” 

Egerton  Warburton. 

a  N  old  toast  which  was  always  drunk  with  the 
/%  greatest  enthusiasm  at  all  festive  gatherings  of 
r — %  sportsmen  heads  this  chapter — “  Farmers  and 
^  Fox-hunting.’ ’  It  had  been  handed  down  from 

one  generation  to  another,  and  was  as  firmly  established 
on  the  Toast  List  at  all  dinners  where  those  interested  in 
the  land  gathered  together  as  the  usual  loyal  and  patriotic 
toasts.  Nor  is  the  reason  for  this  far  to  seek — the  fox¬ 
hunting  tradition  had  stuck  so  closely  to  the  farmer  that 
it  had  become  part  of  his  life.  Nor  is  this  confined  to  the 
hunting  farmer,  this  tradition  of  the  past.  The  man  who 
does  not  hunt  gives  the  hunting  man  a  hearty  welcome, 
as  I  have  had  practical  experience  on  many  an  occasion. 

It  is  obvious  to  the  least  observant  of  men  that  if  the 
farmers  were  to  present  a  united  front  in  opposition  to 
fox-hunting  that  sport  would  be  materially  damaged  if  not 
wiped  out  altogether  ;  but  it  must  not  be  supposed  that  the 
farmers’  support  of  fox-hunting  stops  at  permission  to 
ride  over  their  land.  No  doubt  that  there  are  many  people 
who  think — if  indeed  they  think  at  all  on  the  subject — 
that  with  the  tacit  permission  to  ride  over  their  land  the 
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connexion  between  non-hunting  farmers  and  hunting 
ceases.  In  reality  it  is  only  just  beginning.  The  farmer 
is  always  doing  something  to  help  the  sport.  Which  of  us 
is  there  who  has  had  a  lamed  or  tired  horse,  a  long  way 
from  his  own  stable,  who  has  not  experienced  the  cheery 
hospitality  and  assistance  of  the  farmer  ? 

Then,  again,  the  farmer  does  more  than  merely  let  foxes 
alone.  He  helps  in  more  ways  than  one  to  keep  the  stock 
of  foxes  up.  If  he  happens  to  hunt  he  is  always  ready  to 
help  huntsman  or  whipper-in  if  asked  to  do  so.  And 
then  again,  where  would  hound-breeding  be  without  the 
farmers  to  walk  the  puppies,  and  walking  puppies  entails 
some  expense  and  considerable  personal  trouble — trouble, 
however,  which  is  well  repaid,  for  what  is  more  pleasing 
for  a  man  than  to  see  the  hound  he  has  walked  recognise 
him  by  an  eager  look  and  a  wag  of  the  stern  when  he 
happens  to  come  upon  the  pack  on  the  road  or  at  a  fixture  ? 

The  traditions  of  the  past  live  with  the  farmer  as  they 
do  with  no  other  class  except  the  country  gentleman,  and 
it  is  due  to  the  respect  for  these  traditions  that  fox-hunting 
has  continued  to  flourish.  It  is  the  personal  touch — the 
personal  intimacy,  with  a  common  object  in  view — which 
has  established  fox-hunting  on  its  modern  basis  and  kept 
it  alive  during  such  a  period  of  stress  as  has  never  been 
known  since  the  horn  of  the  hunter  was  heard  in  the  land. 

The  economic  factor  of  many  visitors  to  a  country  at  a 
dull  time  of  the  year  must  not  be  lost  sight  of.  It  is  a 
matter  of  the  greatest  importance,  though  I  question 
greatly  whether  it  has  much  influence  in  obtaining  the 
support  of  the  farmers  for  hunting.  The  love  of  sport, 
the  tradition  of  sport  and  the  sweet  intimate  life  of  the 
country-side  are  likely  to  have  much  more  influence  with 
them  than  the  mere  mercenary  side. 

But  the  commercial  side  of  the  question  is  an  important 
one  and  as  such  must  have  some  consideration  bestowed 
upon  it.  Mr.  Richard  Ord,  the  official  handicapper  and 
for  some  years  master  of  the  South  Durham  Hunt,  when 
he  was  living  took  great  pains  in  hunting  research,  and  no 


FARMERS  AND  FOX-HUNTING  13 

man  could  be  more  reliable  and  painstaking  than  he  was. 
It  was  some  time  in  the  late  ’nineties  or  in  the  early  years 
of  the  present  century  that  he  made  an  estimate  of  the 
economical  position  of  hunting.  He  estimated  that  200,000 
hunters  were  kept  which  cost  their  owners  in  the  first 
instance  £10,000,000.  The  annual  keep  of  these  horses  he 
puts  at  £7,500,000  or  £37  10s.  per  horse,  surely  a  very 
moderate  estimate.  Let  us  take  the  estimate  of  the 
value  of  the  horses.  Two  hundred  thousand  horses  for 
£10,000,000  means  £50  each,  surely  a  wonderfully  moderate 
estimate  even  when  times  were  easier  than  they  are  now. 
But  Mr.  Ord  does  not  seem  to  have  given  thought  to  the 
number  of  men  employed  in  hunting  stables.  The  amount 
stated  above,  £37  10s.,  could  only  represent  the  cost  of  food 
and  stabling,  and  there  is  still  the  wages  of  grooms  and 
helpers  to  take  into  consideration.  Giving  three  horses  to 
a  man,  a  very  liberal  estimate  to  take  for  an  average,  the 
200,000  hunters  Mr.  Ord  estimated  as  the  hunter  popula¬ 
tion  of  the  country  would  require  about  67,000  men  to 
look  after  them.1 

But  in  addition  to  these  men  there  is  a  considerable 
number  of  men  employed  in  and  about  the  kennels, 
huntsmen,  whippers-in,  feeders,  kennel  men,  etc.  Then 
second  horsemen  are  to  be  taken  into  consideration, 
though  it  may  be  admitted  that  there  are  not  so  many 
second  horses  as  there  were  a  score  of  years  ago.  Enough 
has  been  said  to  show  that  there  is  a  large  and  important 
industry  in  connexion  with  fox-hunting,  and  it  must  be 
remembered  that  the  breeding  and  the  breaking-in  and 
training  of  the  hunters  will  also  bring  about  employment 
to  thousands  one  way  and  another. 

In  fact,  fox-hunting  is  a  matter  of  national  importance, 
as  no  one  who  is  clear  of  prejudice  can  fail  to  see,  and  the 
abolition  of  fox-hunting  would  bring  unmerited  distress 

1  Whilst  these  words  were  being  written  a  crank  said  that  if  a  word 
would  do  it  he  would  stop  fox-hunting  on  the  next  day.  Perhaps  he 
would  take  the  67,000  disbanded  working  men  into  his  employment. 
They  might  teach  him  a  little  common  sense. 
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on  thousands  and  involve  what  would  be  little  short  of  a 
calamity,  at  any  rate  in  country  districts. 

We  have  seen  what  the  farmer  has  done  for  hunting, 
nay,  is  doing  for  hunting  all  the  time,  and  it  is  now  necessary 
that  we  should  take  a  look  at  the  altered  conditions  under 
which  he  is  living.  Not  so  very  long  ago  the  land-owner 
and  the  farmer  practically  worked  hand-in-hand  together. 
Now  that  is  quite  done  away  with  in  many,  nay,  in  most, 
places.  The  country  gentleman  and  the  farmer  have 
always  been  victimised  for  a  hundred  years.  They  have 
been  compelled  to  pay  more  taxes  than  was  justly  their 
due,  and  in  many  ways  they  have  been  unfairly  used.  It 
is  a  well-known  fact  and  it  is  needless  to  go  into  details. 
It  is  with  the  result  that  we  have  to  do,  and  that  we  see  all 
round  us  when  we  go  through  the  country. 

In  the  good  old  days  the  land-owner  helped  the  farmer 
in  many  ways.  They  worked  together  in  the  great  horse 
and  cattle-breeding  industries  and  did  much  good  work 
together  in  other  directions.  I  can  call  to  mind  one  of 
the  finest  shorthorn  herds  in  the  country,  the  bulls  of 
which  were  at  the  service  of  any  tenant  with  shorthorn 
cattle  at  a  merely  nominal  fee.  Then  if  a  land-owner  had 
a  large  estate  and  was  in  a  horse-breeding  district  he 
generally  kept  a  thoroughbred  stallion  or  a  Shire  horse,  or 
sometimes  both,  for  the  good  of  his  tenants.  If  he  was 
of  a  land-owning  family  his  tenants  and  he  had  in  many 
instances  descended  from  ancestors  who  had  occupied 
similar  positions  in  the  neighbourhood.  They  had,  in  a 
great  measure,  the  same  tastes  and  the  same  interests,  and 
they  worked  well  together  for  their  mutual  benefit  and 
incidentally  for  the  good  of  the  neighbourhood. 

Now  everything  has  changed.  In  many  districts,  at  any 
rate,  the  old  land-owner  has  been  compelled  to  sell  his 
estate  or  most  of  it,  or  if  this  is  not  the  case  in  a  great  many 
instances  to  heavily  curtail  his  expenses  ;  he  can  no  longer 
help  his  tenants  as  he  did  in  the  old  time,  even  when  he 
is  able  to  live  on  at  the  old  home. 

Now  many  of  the  erstwhile  tenants  are  owners  of  their 
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own  land  and  have  learnt  long  ere  now  the  irony  of  the 
Yorkshire  farmer’s  saying,  “  If  you’ve  a  farm  of  your  own 
there’s  always  a  gate-post  wants  putting  in  or  a  new 
stable  door,  or  a  bit  of  draining  wanting  doing,”  and  so 
the  farmer  of  the  present  day  finds  his  income  with  many 
more  calls  on  it  than  there  were  when  “  All  the  world  was 
young  and  all  the  trees  were  green,”  and  he  finds  that, 
thanks  to  the  way  in  which  he  is  treated,  that  he  cannot 
do  much  more  than  make  both  ends  meet.  The  subject 
is  a  painful  one,  but  it  must  not  be  ignored. 

The  farmer  might  find  hunter-breeding  pay  in  these 
days  if  he  was  helped  in  the  proper  way  and  by  the  proper 
people.  In  the  past,  and  not  so  very  long  ago,  there  were 
brood  mare  societies  in  connexion  with  some  hunts  or 
estates  which  loaned  mares  to  farmers.  Something  of  this 
sort  still  goes  on,  but  there  is  not  so  much  of  it  as  there 
should  be.  The  question  of  a  stallion  or  two  should  not 
present  many  difficulties.  In  many  districts  there  is  a 
stallion  club  which  hires  a  stallion  to  travel  the  district  at 
a  certain  fee.  This  is  an  excellent  plan  and  one  which 
should  receive,  and  no  doubt  does  receive,  a  lot  of  support 
from  hunting  men. 

But  what  I  would  most  earnestly  impress  upon  hunting 
men  who  are  hunting  where  these  new  economic  conditions 
prevail  is  the  importance  of  organisation.  It  means  getting 
double  the  result  with  the  same  amount  of  energy.  It  is  in 
the  direction  of  providing  brood  mares,  too,  that  organisa¬ 
tion  is  of  the  greatest  importance.  Three  or  four  good 
judges  from  amongst  the  hunting  men  with  a  farmer  or 
two  to  help  them  should  make  a  good  committee,  thoroughly 
capable  of  dealing  with  the  question  in  all  its  bearings.  In 
a  large  hunt  it  might  be  easy  to  find  a  few  mares  who  have 
finished  their  hunting,  but  personally  I  prefer  breeding 
from  young  mares.  These  are  questions,  however,  which 
can  be  settled  on  the  place. 

It  should  be  impressed  upon  the  modern  hunting  man 
that  although  these  were  details  which  not  so  very  long 
ago  were  discussed  between  the  squire  and  his  tenants, 
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and  that  if  there  is  still  a  squire  left  to  discuss  them  with 
his  tenants  or  if  the  tenants  are  keeping  something  going 
themselves,  it  would  be  well  to  let  discussion  alone,  but  a 
handsome  subscription  courteously  offered  would  be  thank¬ 
fully  received  and  highly  appreciated. 

Care  should  be  taken  by  the  hunting  men  who  are 
anxious  to  show  the  farmers  that  they  appreciate  the 
hospitality  shown  them  and  the  sport  provided  that  they 
do  not  do  anything  in  a  patronising  manner,  and  they  will 
do  well  to  talk  the  subject  over  with  some  “  old  hands.” 
In  some  countries  I  know  the  landlord,  for  instance,  has 
taken  the  wire  down  at  the  beginning  of  the  season  and 
put  it  up  again  at  the  end  of  it.  In  the  new  state  of  things 
which  prevails  in  so  many  places  now  it  would  be  wise  to 
make  a  few  enquiries.  In  some  hunts  I  know  the  hunt 
undertakes  the  wire  business  entirely,  and  I  think  this  is 
perhaps  the  best  thing  to  do. 

There  are  other  directions  in  which  hunting  men  if 
properly  organised  might  help  the  farmer  very  materially, 
and  that  is  in  giving  prizes  at  the  shows  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood.  The  most  important  show  in  the  district  occupied 
by  the  hunt  should  be  the  one  selected  for  the  prize,  and 
the  farmers  should  be  consulted  as  to  what  it  should  be 
given  for. 

The  hunting  man  should  do  his  uttermost  to  get  into 
the  inner  life  of  the  country  he  hunts  in,  and  if  he  would 
do  this  effectually  he  will  do  well  to  make  his  home  in  the 
country  he  hunts  in.  He  will  enjoy  his  hunting  more, 
and  the  more  he  sees  of  his  neighbours  the  closer  will  be 
the  bond  of  sympathy  between  them. 

In  fact,  the  more  the  new-comer  strives  to  get  into  the 
real  life  of  the  country — not  always  an  easy  thing  to  do — 
the  more  fun  will  he  get  out  of  his  hunting. 

I  have  been  asked  whether  the  hunting  men  should  offer 
to  increase  the  prizes  at  the  puppy  shows.  It  is  a  delicate 
subject  and  one  on  which  I  should  not  care  to  give  a 
definite  opinion.  If  a  few  men  felt  inclined  to  be  generous, 
no  great  harm  could  be  done  by  asking  the  master  his 
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opinion.  I  have  also  been  asked  whether,  in  case  such 
permission  were  given,  it  would  be  a  wise  thing  to  give  a 
challenge  cup.  I  must  own  to  having  a  prejudice  against 
a  challenge  cup,  and  I  believe  most  exhibitors  would  sooner 
have  a  small  memento  to  keep  than  a  large  one  to  look  at 
for  a  year.  An  instance  of  this  may  be  given.  A  great 
many  years  ago — fifty  or  more — the  prize  for  the  best  bitch 
puppy  at  Lord  Middleton’s  puppy  show  went  to  a  very 
smart  bitch  puppy  walked  by  a  man  who  worked  on  the 
roads.  The  prize  was  a  silver  cup  worth  some  five  guineas. 
At  the  luncheon  it  was  suggested  to  him  that  perhaps  he 
would  prefer  five  guineas  to  the  cup,  and  if  so  he  could 
have  it.  “  Nay,  nay,”  said  the  bluff  old  Yorkshireman, 
“  t’  cup’ll  alius  be  there  to  leuk  at,  t’  money  weeant  ; 
ah’ll  keep  t’  cup.” 

A  word  about  the  farmer  from  Surtees  seems  to  make 
a  fitting  close  to  the  present  chapter. 

“  Farmers  are  about  the  only  people  exempt  from  any 
settled  denunciation  on  account  of  their  calling.  We  hear 
of  savage  soldiers,  rascally  lawyers,  humbugging  parsons, 
greedy  tradesmen,  grasping  doctors,  exorbitant  coach- 
makers,  ruinous  milliners,  but  the  worst  accusation  we 
ever  heard  brought  against  a  farmer  is  that  of  doltishness 
or  stupidity.  That  is  a  last  ‘  refuge  of  the  destitute  ’  sort 
of  charge,  answering  to  the  ‘  ugly  old  cat  ’  of  the  ladies, 
or  the  schoolboy’s  objection  to  Dr.  Fell.  .  .  .  To  appre¬ 
ciate  a  farmer  properly  it  is  necessary  to  be  acquainted 
with  country  as  well  as  with  town  life.  He  will  then  be 
able  to  draw  a  just  estimate  of  the  quiet,  respectable 
loyalty  that  pervades  the  whole  class,  and  contrast  it  with 
the  hurried,  self-interested  excitement  and  elbowing  that 
characterises  the  gatherings  of  large  bodies.  ...  It  is 
only  the  real  sportsman,  or  person  who  takes  part  in  the 
management  of  a  country,  that  can  be  fully  sensible  of  the 
obligations  fox-hunters  are  under  to  farmers.  In  the  first 
place  we  are  indebted  to  them  for  the  existence  of  the 
animal  that  we  hunt ;  and  their  sufferance,  nay,  protection 
of  it,  is  the  more  disinterested  and  meritorious,  inasmuch 
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as  foxes  cannot  by  any  possibility  do  farmers  any  good, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  are  almost  certain  to  occasion  them 
loss  and  inconvenience.  They,  in  fact,  harbour  animals 
for  their  own  inconvenience.  This  they  do,  too,  in  spite 
of  domestic  grievances  and  expostulations,  for  foxes 
occasionally  make  sad  for  ayes  amongst  the  poultry,  and  it 
would  be  extremely  difficult  to  convince  a  farmer’s  wife 
that  a  hare  was  not  quite  as  good  an  animal  to  harbour  for 
the  purpose  of  hunting,  and  a  much  better  one  for  the 
purposes  of  the  table.”1 

As  the  farmer’s  outlook  on  sport  was  when  Surtees 
wrote,  so  it  is  now,  and  it  is  due  to  the  farmer  that  fox¬ 
hunting  still  flourishes. 

1  Surtees,  Analysis  of  the  Hunting  Field. 
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THE  NEW  HUNTING  MAN 

Armado.  How  hast  thou  purchased  this  experience  ? 

Moth.  By  my  penny  of  observation. 

Love's  Labour's  Lost. 

WHEN  we  come  to  think  of  it,  we  have  always 
had  the  new  hunting  man  with  us,  though 
perhaps  never  so  conspicuously  as  now.  For 
one  reason  or  another  men’s  prospects  change 
—sometimes  they  change  rapidly— and  with  other  surround¬ 
ings  sometimes  men  take  an  unexpected  line  of  action.  I 
can  remember,  as  no  doubt  many  of  my  readers  can,  when, 
if  a  man  realised  a  fortune  in  business  and  bought  a  small 
estate  in  the  country,  he  immediately  began  to  preserve 
game  heavily.  On  his  small  estate  he  would  have  as  many 
pheasants  as  would  have  stocked  one  six  times  the  size  ; 
he  had  his  shooting  parties  with  their  extravagant  and 
ostentatious  luncheons,  and  he  became  generally  what  an 
old  Yorkshire  farmer  characteristically  described  as  a  good 
shooter  but  a  bad  hitter.  Of  course,  these  men  were  not 
all  alike,  and  I  knew  several  who  were  good,  not  to  say  fine 
shots,  and  good  all-round  sportsmen.  But  this  kind  of 
“  sport  ”  has  not  prevailed  for  many  a  day,  at  any  rate  in 
!  the  districts  which  have  come  more  immediately  under  my 
notice,  and  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  find  game  preserv- 
i  ing  has  not  been  carried  to  such  a  great  extent  for  many 
years  as  it  was  in  the  ’sixties  and  ’seventies. 

I  think  we  are  quite  safe  in  saying  that  since  the  middle 
nineties  the  new-comer  into  the  country  has,  for  one  reason 
or  another,  favoured  hunting  rather  than  shooting.  At  any 
rate  such  is  the  impression  I  have  received  from  what  I 
have  seen,  and  I  have  had  a  pretty  wide  experience.  I  do 
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not  mean  to  infer  for  a  moment  that  shooting  has  been 
neglected  or  that  game  has  not  been  preserved,  but  shoot¬ 
ing  has  not  taken  such  a  prominent  place  in  the  life  of  the 
new  rich  dwellers  in  the  country-side  as  it  did  half  a 
century  ago. 

For  this  there  may  be  many  reasons.  The  wonderful 
guns  which  were  showered  upon  the  country  one  after  the 
other  in  the  ’seventies  and  ’eighties  I  have  no  doubt  had 
something  to  do  with  the  extra  prominence  into  which 
shooting  was  brought.  The  breechloader  with  its  long 
range,  efficient  and  easy  to  handle,  was  very  much  the 
rage  ;  people  bought  breechloaders  who  did  not  really 
much  care  about  them,  and  who  perhaps  scarcely  could 
load  a  muzzle-loader,  and  in  a  few  years  they  tired  and  the 
abnormal  game  preserving  disappeared. 

Then  hunting  began  to  attract  the  attention  of  those 
who  were  fresh  from  the  towns.  The  head  of  the  family 
might  be  too  old  to  cross  a  country,  but  the  tradition  of 
the  country  was  there  and  some  of  the  family  were  sure 
to  try  their  skill,  and  after  some  experience  no  doubt  many 
of  them  settled  down  more  or  less  successfully  to  their 
new  sport.  Of  course,  many  of  them  never  got  beyond  the 
“  looking-on  ”  stage  ;  indeed,  they  never  aspired  to  any¬ 
thing  else.  But  they  came  out  pretty  regularly,  were 
neighbourly,  preserved  foxes,  and  in  their  way  did  what 
they  could  for  the  hunt  within  whose  confines  their  home 
was  located. 

But  some  of  the  new  men  were  undoubtedly  first-flight 
men  of  the  very  best.  I  remember  one  man  well,  I  greatly 
question  whether  he  ever  jumped  a  fence  before  he  was 
thirty  years  old.  He  appeared  one  morning  at  a  favourite 
fixture  in  the  hunt,  and,  much  to  the  astonishment  of  those 
who  knew  him,  it  was  evident  that  he  was  riding  200  guineas 
or  more.  Then  when  a  fox  was  found  he  kept  with  the 
choice  few  ;  he  made  no  attempt  to  show  off  or  to  “  ride 
at  ”  any  of  the  field ;  he  took  things  as  they  came,  and 
stamped  himself  as  a  first-flight  man  almost  from  the  first 
day  he  was  seen  with  hounds.  He  had  fine  seat  and  hands 
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and  excellent  judgment,  and  he  was  never  in  a  bad  hurry. 
He  did  not  ride  in  scarlet  at  first,  but  he  soon  did,  and  I 
think,  but  am  not  quite  certain,  that  it  was  due  to  a  hint 
he  received  from  the  master  that  he  first  donned  pink.  I 
have  known  many  first-class  sportsmen  and  good  men 
across  country,  first-flight  men,  develop  from  men  whose 
traditions,  apparently ,  were  of  the  towns,  “  towny.”  I  say 
apparently  with  emphasis,  for  heredity  is  a  curious  matter, 
and  the  traditions  of  the  country  and  of  a  country  life  may 
survive  several  generations  of  town  outlook  and  answer  to 
the  call  of  the  woods  when  opportunity  offers. 

Never,  however,  since  fox-hunting  first  began  to  be  an 
organised  sport  has  there  been  such  an  extraordinary 
change  in  the  composition  of  the  hunting  field  in  such  a 
short  time  as  that  which  has  taken  place  during  the  last 
few  years.  There  has  been  a  considerable  increase  in  the 
number  of  the  “  new  rich  ”  who  have  taken  to  themselves 
homes  in  the  country  and  who  have  bought  or  built  for 
themselves  mansions  and  devoted  much  of  their  time  at 
any  rate  to  a  country  life.  Then,  again,  there  are  more  men 
who  live  in  or  near  large  towns  who  avail  themselves  of 
the  railway  facilities  to  go  and  hunt  with  some  pack  of 
hounds  a  few  miles  off.  And  then,  sad  to  say,  many  of  the 
old  estates  in  the  country  have  been  broken  up,  and  even 
if  some  of  the  owners  have  been  able  to  live  on  in  their 
old  countries  they  have  been  obliged  to  curtail  their 
hunting.  Happily  there  are  good  men  and  true  of  the  old 
families  still  carrying  the  horn  or  maintaining  the  best 
traditions  of  the  country-side  in  the  districts  which  sur¬ 
round  their  old  homes,  but  too  many  have  gone,  to  the 
everlasting  disgrace  of  those  whose  mismanagement  of 
state  affairs  brought  it  about. 

Just  after  the  war  was  over  a  gentleman  came  to  me 
and  in  an  excited  manner  described  to  me  the  appearance 
of  a  gentleman  at  a  well-known  hunt  fixture  whom  Mr. 
Soapy  Sponge  would  have  described  as  the  “  hossiest  man 
on  foot  and  the  footiest  man  on  hossback  that  ever  was 
seen,”  He  had  made  money  during  the  war — a  lot  of  it — 
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and  had  done  good  work  as  well,  and  when  things  settled 
down  he  took  to  hunting,  of  which  his  experience  was 
practically  non-existent.  The  mistake  he  made  was  in 
coming  out  in  scarlet  from  the  first.  Scarlet,  even  where 
scarlet  coats  prevail,  draws  attention  to  a  stranger,  and 
where  the  greater  part  of  the  field  wear  sober  colours, 
scarlet  certainly  calls  critical  attention  to  the  wearer  of  it, 
and,  if  he  be  a  novice,  frequently  not  very  complimentary 
comment.  Now  let  us  be  fair.  It  is  quite  possible — nay, 
it  is  even  probable — that  the  gentleman  in  question,  like 
many  more  of  his  fellows,  not  only  was  in  complete  ignor¬ 
ance  of  the  traditions  and  customs  of  the  sport  himself, 
but  that  he  had  not  a  familiar  friend  to  whom  he  could 
apply  for  advice  with  any  hope  of  getting  information  that 
would  be  serviceable  to  him.  It  will  doubtless  be  said  by 
some  that  surely  he  had  amongst  his  acquaintances  some 
hunting  men  who  would  put  him  right  :  why  not  ask  their 
advice  ?  In  the  first  place,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  the 
new-comer  was  in  all  probability  not  aware  that  there  was 
such  a  thing  as  hunting  etiquette  in  existence.  Then,  again, 
there  is  the  natural  reluctance  in  consulting  a  practical 
stranger  on  a  personal  matter.  So  the  unfortunate  hunting 
novice  begins  by  transgressing  one  of  the  unwritten  rules 
of  the  hunting  field  of  which  it  was  impossible  for  him  to 
have  known  the  existence. 

Yet  this  unfortunate  circumstance  is  no  new  thing.  The 
great  increase  in  the  wearing  of  scarlet  began  in  the  early 
half  of  the  nineteenth  century.  Even  then  the  number  of 
scarlet  coats  you  saw  at  a  fixture,  save  in  a  fashionable 
country,  was  very  limited.  I  have  known  hunts  in  the 
’seventies  and  ’eighties,  and  important  hunts  too,  at  which 
there  would  seldom  be  more  than  half  a  dozen  scarlet  coats, 
excluding  the  hunt  staff.  A  “  fashionable  ”  fixture  on  the 
borders  of  another  hunt  might  increase  the  number  to  a 
dozen.  But  about  this  time,  and  a  little  before,  the  scarlet 
coat  began  to  increase  in  numbers,  and  it  was  frequently 
worn  when  good  taste  would  have  suggested  a  quieter  colour. 

Surtees,  writing  in  1845,  has  a  good  deal  to  say  about 
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“  indiscriminate  scarlet-coating,”  as  he  calls  it,  and  there 
is  much  sense  in  what  he  says,  as  indeed  there  always  is. 
He  points  out  that  the  wearing  of  a  scarlet  coat  advertises 
the  fact  that  a  man  hunts,  and  that  much  is  looked  for 
from  the  man  in  scarlet,  whereas  a  man  attired  in  more 
modest  colours  does  not  attract  so  much  attention.  This 
is  decidedly  the  case,  and  the  wearing  of  a  scarlet  coat  in 
the  early  days  of  a  man’s  hunting  career  will  be  avoided 
by  the  man  who  gives  due  attention  to  the  matter  and  who 
studies  it  from  every  standpoint. 

Is  the  new-comer,  then,  never  to  wear  scarlet  ?  That 
would  be  an  absurd  position  to  take  up,  but  he  will  be  a 
wise  man  if  he  hunts  more  or  less  in  mufti  for  his  first 
two  or  three  seasons.  My  advice  to  him  would  be  to  wear 
breeches  of  Bedford  cord  or  some  such  material  and  a  dark 
grey  coat  well  cut.  His  waistcoat  may  be  left  to  his  fancy. 
Black  riding  boots  cut  on  the  lines  of  the  orthodox  top 
boot  are  the  best  foot-wear.  Let  him  continue  to  hunt  in 
mufti  for  three  seasons,  and  he  can  please  himself  then 
whether  he  wears  a  scarlet  coat  or  sticks  to  the  black  or 
the  grey.  The  one  thing  I  would  have  him  keep  in  view 
is  not  to  hunt  merely  for  the  sake  of  wearing  a  red  coat. 
Be  particularly  careful  about  the  fit  of  breeches  and  boots  ; 
it  means  much  in  more  ways  than  one.  To  begin  with, 
the  hunting  man  alone  has  the  right  knack  of  wearing  them  ; 
the  buttons  are  always  in  the  right  place,  and  the  right 
number  are  in  sight  with  him.  It  is  a  curious  thing  that 
I  have  seen  many  of  our  leading  actors  take  parts  in  hunting 
dress,  and  I  have  never  seen  one  wear  his  breeches  and  boots 
properly  unless  he  was  a  hunting  man.  Above  all  things, 
don’t  wear  a  coloured  scarf,  and  stick  to  the  old  “  coach¬ 
man’s  knot.” 

The  dress,  which  is  the  most  personal  subject  on  which 
the  novice  needs  advice,  is  necessarily  placed  first,  but  there 
are  many  other  matters  on  which  a  word  in  season  may 
prove  of  use.  There  are  many  things,  little  in  themselves, 
which  make  a  considerable  aggregate  when  they  come  to 
be  summed  up. 
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Perhaps  the  first  thing  which  calls  for  notice  is  the 
choice  of  country.  Some  men  are  free  to  choose  for  them¬ 
selves  ;  some  have  a  country  chosen  for  them.  That  is, 
an  estate  has  been  purchased,  or  a  mansion  with  a  few  acres 
of  land  attached  to  it,  by  either  the  present  owner  or  his 
ancestor.  It  is  his  home.  If  he  is  wise  he  will  hunt  from 
it,  and  for  many  reasons  he  will  find  the  sport  he  gets, 
with  home  as  its  base,  will  be  the  most  enjoyable.  In  the 
first  place  there  is  the  homely  feeling,  always  an  important 
matter.  He  will  become  familiar  with  the  people  who  are 
his  neighbours.  In  many  ways  their  interests  will  be 
identical  and  they  will  come  to  work  together  for  the 
benefit  of  the  district  they  live  in,  which  means  much. 

If,  however,  the  novice  has  a  perfectly  free  hand  in 
selecting  his  country,  if  no  particular  country  has  a  claim 
upon  him,  his  best  plan  is  to  take  a  careful  look  round  some 
time  before  the  hunting  season  commences,  giving  close 
attention  to  every  detail,  and  above  all  keeping  clear  of 
that  worst  of  faults,  a  hasty  decision.  If  he  has  plenty  of 
leisure  he  can  spend  a  few  weeks  pleasantly  in  this  way 
and  will  not  often  make  a  mistake  in  his  choice. 

In  selecting  his  country  for  a  start  I  would  advise  the 
novice  to  avoid  fashionable  countries  and  crowds.  He  will 
find  a  crowd  very  confusing,  and  will  often  find  himself 
bustled  about  and  “  out  of  it  ”  from  no  fault  of  his  own. 
There  are  plenty  of  packs  of  foxhounds  all  over  the 
country  where  the  fields  are  never  abnormally  large  and 
where  there  is  plenty  of  room  for  everyone,  and  there  is 
some  very  good  country  to  be  found  in  most  of  them. 
Where  there  are  good  wild  foxes  there  is  always  an  assur¬ 
ance  of  good  sport,  and  I  would  hint  to  the  reader  that 
some  of  the  best  runs  I  have  seen  or  heard  of  have 
been  run  over  the  moors  and  such-like  rough  countries. 

If  a  man  hunts  from  home,  or  indeed  casts  in  his  lot 
with  any  pack  of  hounds,  he  will  adopt  a  wise  policy  by 
taking  all  its  fixtures,  the  rough  with  the  smooth,  as  they 
come  in  turn.  There  is  always  the  handicap  of  a  big  field 
at  what  are  known  as  fashionable  fixtures,  and  a  crowd 
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and  a  catchy  scent  are  not  conducive  to  sport.  Of  course, 
it  is  not  implied  that  a  hunting  man  should  confine  his  hunt¬ 
ing  to  his  own  country,  but  he  should  hunt  regularly  with 
the  home  pack.  So  will  he  have  the  best  average  of  sport. 

I  remember  an  instance  of  “  virtue  rewarded  ”  in  this 
connexion  which  is  perhaps  worth  repeating.  There  were 
four  packs  of  hounds,  all  of  high  standing,  reachable  on  the 
same  day.  Three  of  them  were,  through  circumstances 
which  are  not  worth  troubling  with  at  this  distance  of  time, 
in  their  best  country  ;  the  other  was  at  a  fixture  which  was 
by  no  means  a  favourite  one.  So  this  hunt  contributed  to 
swell  the  numbers  at  the  fashionable  fixtures  of  its  neigh¬ 
bours.  One  man  was  for  some  time  undecided  as  to  which 
pack  he  should  hunt  with.  Then  it  occurred  to  him  that 
he  had  not  hunted  quite  as  much  with  the  pack  that  was 
meeting  in  the  moderate  country  as  he  should  have  done, 
and  he  made  up  his  mind  to  cast  in  his  lot  with  that  pack. 
There  was  some  good-natured  chaff  when  his  friends  got 
to  know  what  decision  he  had  arrived  at.  The  laugh  was 
on  the  other  side  at  night.  The  three  packs  at  the  fashion¬ 
able  fixtures  had  very  moderate  sport.  The  fourth  pack 
had  the  run  of  the  season,  not  only  in  their  own  country, 
but  in  the  county  and  its  neighbouring  one.  It  was  in  the 
month  of  February  they  found  a  travelling  fox,  ran  him  at 
top  pace  without  a  check,  and  he  made  a  twelve-mile  point 
before  he  was  rolled  over  close  to  his  home  earth.  Nor  is 
this  the  only  instance  which  could  be  given  of  the  wisdom 
of  generally  hunting  with  the  home  pack  and  seldom  missing 
its  fixtures. 

Of  course,  it  is  impossible  to  lay  a  hard-and-fast  rule  for 
anyone’s  observance.  There  are  many  circumstances  which 
have  no  direct  connexion  with  hunting  which  influence  a 
man’s  hunting  arrangements  considerably,  but  into  these 
it  is  not  necessary  to  enter.  What  has  been  done  is  to  lay 
down  a  broad  line  of  policy  for  the  man  who  has  leisure 
to  follow  it. 

The  equipment  of  the  horse  is  a  very  important  matter 
and  one  about  which  the  new  hunting  man  should  take 
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care  to  make  himself  familiar  before  he  goes  much  into 
the  hunting  field.  It  is  not  wise  to  leave  it  to  the  groom, 
for  the  number  of  grooms  who  know  anything  about 
“  tackle,”  as  they  call  it,  beyond  cleaning  it  and  putting  it 
on  and  off  the  horse  is,  comparatively  speaking,  small. 

Beginning  with  the  saddle,  each  horse  should  have  a 
saddle  of  his  own  which  should  fit  him  perfectly.  This 
will  make  the  rider’s  seat  more  comfortable  and  reduce 
sore  backs  to  a  minimum.  But  quite  as  important  as  the 
saddle  fitting  the  horse  is  the  necessity  for  the  saddle  fitting 
the  rider.  No  one  can  tell  what  a  difference  it  makes  till 
he  has  tried  it.  In  a  hilly  country  it  is  advisable  to  have  a 
breastplate,  as  it  is  awkward  when  the  saddle  begins  to 
slip  back,  as  it  sometimes  will  do,  when  ascending  a  steep 
hill.  Martingales,  as  a  rule,  are  better  avoided  in  the 
hunting  field,  and  the  novice,  at  any  rate,  is  not  likely  to 
derive  much  benefit  from  them.  Buckles  on  bridles  should 
be  strictly  avoided.  The  bits  should  always  be  sewn  on. 
Nothing  is  so  ugly  or  so  vulgar  as  buckles  on  a  bridle. 
The  reins  of  a  double-reined  bridle  should  both  be  of  the 
same  width. 

The  bitting  of  a  horse  is  a  matter  for  each  individual 
horse,  but  broadly  speaking  a  good  thick  curb  and  snaffle, 
with  not  too  long  a  check,  will  be  found  the  best.  If  a 
horse  has  a  nasty  habit  of  carrying  his  head  to  one  side 
there  is  a  good  bit  which  will  soon  put  an  end  to  that.  It 
is  called  the  Lowther  snaffle  or  the  Lonsdale  snaffle,  I  forget 
which,  and  is  obtainable  at  Messrs.  Champion  and  Wilton’s. 
Take  care  always  to  have  a  good  thong  to  the  hunting-crop. 
A  crop  without  a  thong  is  useless  and  is,  moreover,  bad  form. 
The  hunting  man,  however,  should  not  ride  about  cracking 
his  whip  when  the  fancy  takes  him  to  do  so.  But  at  times 
he  may  be  the  nearest  to  hounds  that  need  turning,  and 
if  on  such  an  occasion  he  has  no  thong  to  his  whip  he  will 
look  foolish  indeed.  Such  chances  may  only  occur  two  or 
three  times  in  a  season,  but  there  are  other  occasions  of 
almost  daily  occurrence  when  the  thong  is  of  great  service. 
If  hounds  are  passing  a  horseman  in  a  road  he  should 
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always  turn  the  horse’s  head  towards  them  and,  holding 
out  his  whip  hand  towards  them,  drop  the  thong.  Then 
there  will  be  no  risk  of  his  horse  kicking  a  hound.  Then 
when  he  wants  to  pass  the  pack  he  should  always  pass  it 
with  the  whip  hand  stretched  out  and  the  thong  dropped. 
Of  course,  in  passing  hounds  they  should  be  kept  to  the 
right.  Never  under  any  circumstances  use  a  cutting  whip. 
Some  horses  it  may  be  said  need  a  cutting  whip  sometimes. 
Don’t  take  them  out  hunting  is  the  best  advice  that  can 
be  given.  Take  care  that  the  stirrups  are  of  the  right  size 
and  shape.  Do  not  make  the  mistake  of  having  the  stirrups 
too  wide  ;  this  increases  the  risk  of  hanging  in  the  stirrup. 
There  should  be  plenty  of  room,  of  course,  but  with  a  very 
wide  stirrup-iron  the  spur  neck  and  the  iron  are  almost 
certain  to  angle  together  in  the  event  of  a  fall  in  certain 
positions.  Then  the  consequences  may  be  serious.  Avoid, 
as  you  would  a  pestilence,  patent  saddle  bars.  Use  the 
ordinary  steel  saddle  bars,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  they 
should  not  be  left  open,  though  the  pressure  from  the 
leathers  if  the  rider  falls  and  his  foot  is  fast  should  be 
capable  of  opening  them.  If  they  are  open,  however,  there 
is  no  risk.  The  patent  ones  which  fly  open,  almost,  when 
they  are  looked  at,  should  be  carefully  avoided.  I  remember 
I  had  some  of  these  patent  contrivances  and  thought  a  good 
bit  of  them  at  first.  Then  came  the  day  when  I  was  to  be 
enlightened.  Hounds  were  running  fast,  and  just  in  front 
of  me  was  a  “  chumpy  ”  fence  which  rendered  it  necessary 
for  me  to  raise  my  leg  up  on  the  saddle  if  I  would  avoid 
being  hurt.  Accordingly  I  dropped  my  foot  out  of  the 
stirrup  and  raised  my  knee.  We  got  well  over  the  fence 
and  I  kept  feeling  for  my  stirrup.  And  then  I  found  it 
was  not  there.  It  had  been  left  in  the  fence,  and  I  had  to 
gallop  back  for  it.  I  never  rode  with  patent  bars  on  a 
saddle  after  that. 

A  word  about  the  spurs  and  then  the  question  of  equip¬ 
ment  may  be  left.  Take  care  that  the  necks  of  the  spurs 
are  the  right  length,  not  too  long  nor  yet  too  short.  A 
short-necked  spur  is  clumsy,  a  long-necked  one  incon- 
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venient.  An  inch  and  a  half  is  about  the  best  length.  Sharp 
rowels  should  be  especially  avoided.  Unless  a  man  is  an 
exceptionally  good  horseman  he  is  very  apt  to  tear  his 
horse  in  many  places  if  he  has  sharp  rowels  in  his  spurs. 
I  do  not  hold  with  the  old-fashioned  way  of  shortening  or 
blunting  the  rowels.  If  by  chance  the  spur  catches  the 
horse  when  this  is  done  it  frequently  happens  that  he  is  as 
badly  torn,  or  even  worse,  than  when  sharp  rowels  are 
used.  Some  people  take  the  rowels  out  altogether,  but 
that  is  a  plan  I  do  not  approve.  Men  get  into  the  way  of 
“  niggling  ”  at  their  horses  when  they  have  no  rowels  in 
their  spurs,  and  this  is  apt  to  have  a  bad  effect  on  the 
horse.  Sixpence  put  in  the  place  of  the  rowels  is  the  best 
plan.  It  is  one  I  followed  for  many  years,  and  if  the  rider 
knows  how  to  use  his  spurs  he  can  administer  sufficient 
punishment  or  rouse  his  horse  up  quite  as  much  as  is 
necessary  with  sixpenny-pieces  for  rowels. 

It  would  be  as  well,  before  the  new  aspirant  to  the  title 
of  sportsman  proceeds  to  get  his  horses  together,  if  he 
were  to  take  some  lessons  in  riding.  Many  men  who  have 
not  had  much  experience  but  who  have  ridden  occasionally 
have  an  idea  that  with  practice  everything  will  come  to  them. 
Like  many  other  generalisations  it  is  only  a  partial  truth. 
A  few  weeks  under  the  tuition  of  a  competent  riding-master, 
and  there  are  many  very  competent  riding-masters  to  be 
found,  will  put  a  man  thoroughly  at  ease  on  any  ordinary 
horse  if  he  carefully  obeys  the  instructions  he  has  received, 
practises  regularly  and  avoids  forming  bad  habits.  I  do 
not  for  a  moment  infer  that  the  gentleman  who  wishes  to 
hunt  his  three  or  four  days  a  week  should  devote  his  time 
to  the  haute  ecole  in  all  its  branches,  but  there  are  many 
things  to  be  learnt  in  the  riding-school  which  are  of  the 
greatest  practical  value  to  the  hunting  man. 

Here  is  what  one  of  the  best  horsemen  of  his  day 
had  to  say  on  the  subject — the  late  Col.  Hughes  Onslow, 
of  the  ioth  Hussars.  He  and  I  were  returning  home 
after  a  very  good  and  very  hard  day  with  hounds.  In 
the  course  of  the  run  Col,  Hughes  Onslow’s  horse  had 


THE  NEW  HUNTING  MAN 


29 

been  all  but  down,  and  as  we  talked  the  run  over  I 
congratulated  him  on  having  such  a  finished  hunter,  re¬ 
marking  how  clever  he  showed  himself  in  getting  out  of  a 
difficulty.  But  the  colonel  told  me  that  he  was  not  clever 
at  all,  that  he  was  a  raw,  unmade  horse  who  had  only  been 
out  hunting  some  four  or  five  times,  and  that  he  saved 
the  fall  by  answering  to  the  school  “  aids.”  School  riding, 
except  with  cavalry  men,  has  by  some  means  or  other 
fallen  into  disrepute  amongst  horsemen  in  England,  yet  at 
one  time  there  was  no  country  which  stood  so  high  in 
school  riding  as  England.  Then  with  the  beginning  of  the 
nineteenth  century  a  prejudice  set  in  against  it.  This,  so 
I  have  been  told  many  times  by  my  seniors,  was  due  to 
the  French  emigrants  who  came  over  at  the  time  of  the 
Revolution.  These  gentlemen  had  all  been  taught  in  the 
schools,  but  they  had  a  craze  for  severe  bits  and  for  making 
their  horses  carry  their  heads  in  a  position  which,  however 
fashionable  it  might  be,  was  neither  natural  nor  handy. 
So  school  riding  was  treated  with  derision.  A  little  of  it, 
however,  will  be  found  of  the  greatest  advantage,  and  I 
would  advise  every  hunting  man  who  is  not  a  finished 
horseman  to  go  through  a  course  of  school  lessons  until 
at  any  rate  he  can  sit  over  a  fence  without  hold  of  the 
reins.  He  will  find  that  the  ability  to  do  this  will  save  him 
any  number  of  falls. 

Let  us  then  suppose  that  our  friend  is  equipped  for  the 
fray  ;  that  he  has  settled  down  in  the  neighbourhood  and 
that  he  is  getting  into  the  swing  of  things  ;  that  his  first 
season  is  at  hand.  There  are  a  few  things  to  which  his 
attention  may  well  be  drawn,  for  there  will  be  much  that  is 
strange  to  him.  In  the  first  place,  in  the  early  cub-hunting 
season  those  who  have  to  do  with  the  management  of  the 
hounds  do  not  care  for  big  fields.  It  is  better  for  a  man 
who  is  in  the  position  of  a  beginner  not  to  go  out  too  soon 
— to  let  a  week  or  two  of  September  get  over  at  any  rate 
before  he  makes  his  appearance.  If  you  are  a  keen  hound 
man,  eager  to  watch  hounds  doing  their  work,  the  master 
will  soon  notice  it,  and  during  cub-hunting  may  ask  you  to 
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do  some  little  thing  to  help,  such  for  example  as  holding 
up  a  cub.  In  the  latter  case  get  well  away  from  the  covert 
side  and  ride  towards  the  cub  when  you  see  him  break. 

Never  forget  that  it  is  the  farmer’s  ground  you  are 
riding  over,  and  if  he  asks  you  to  avoid  certain  fields 
comply  at  once,  and  cheerfully,  with  his  request. 

Don’t  make  gaps,  break  down  fences  or  leave  gates 
thrown  off  their  hinges. 

At  a  check  don’t  stand  in  a  gateway.  I  once  did.  Hounds 
had  checked,  and  I  saw  the  gate  into  the  field  in  which  they 
were  casting  was  a  difficult  one  to  open,  one  of  the  hinges 
not  being  in  the  right  place.  So  I  rode  up  to  it  and  care¬ 
fully  opened  it,  standing  in  the  gateway  when  I  had  done 
so.  Then  as  hounds  were  touching  on  the  line  I  moved 
a  yard  or  two  forward,  when  I  found  the  horse  going  one 
way  and  myself  rolling  the  other,  and  heard  a  voice  say, 

“  You  d -  young  fool,  I’ll  teach  you  to  stand  in  a 

gateway.”  Curiously  enough,  I  have  never  stood  in  a  gate¬ 
way  since. 

“  Punctuality  is  the  politeness  of  princes,”  said  the  great 
Mr.  Jorrocks,  and  if  you  are  not  punctual  hounds  may 
find  a  flying  fox  and  you  may  miss  your  sport. 

It  is  as  well  to  bear  in  mind  when  ploughed  land  comes 
in  your  way  that  the  headlands  are  the  best  going,  and  that 
it  is  easier  for  your  horse  to  ride  down  furrows  and  ridges 
than  across  them.  When  water  stands  in  a  furrow  it  is 
always  good  going. 

The  sooner  a  hunting  man  gets  to  know  the  intricacies 
about  keeping  down  wind  the  better.  The  wind  wants 
constantly  and  closely  watching,  and  the  rider  should  keep 
down  wind,  as  by  so  doing  he  will  be  better  able  to  tell 
what  hounds  are  doing.  But  let  him  remember  what 
Lord  Tankerville,  who  was  co-master  of  the  famous  old 
Charlton  Hunt  with  the  second  Duke  of  Richmond,  has  to 
say  on  the  subject.  In  his  Instructions  to  Fox-hunters  he 
says,  “  The  Gentlemen  for  their  own  Sakes  will  Observe 
that  a  Confabulation  down  the  Wind  often  heads  a  fox 
and  endangers  the  whole  day’s  Sport.” 


CHAPTER  IV 

TWO  IMPORTANT  FEATURES  IN  MODERN  FOX-HUNTING 

Peering  in  maps  for  ports  and  piers  and  roads. 

Merchant  of  Venice. 

While  common  sense  has  ta’en  the  road. — Burns.  Holy  Fair. 

A  good  road  and  a  wise  traveller  are  two  different  things. 

Old  Proverb. 

By  sports  like  these  are  all  their  cares  beguiled. 

Oliver  Goldsmith. 

The  future  destiny  of  the  child  is  always  the  work  of 
the  mother. — Napoleon. 

THERE  are  two  developments  in  modern  life 
which  affect  fox-hunting  very  considerably,  one 
of  which  will  at  any  rate  for  some  time  to  come 
have  a  great  effect  on  the  sport,  and  they  should 
have  a  chapter  to  themselves.  These  are  motor  traction 
on  the  roads  and  children’s  riding  classes  at  all  the  impor¬ 
tant  shows.  There  is  not  much  affinity  between  the  two, 
I  can  hear  the  critic  protest ;  there  is  more  than  he  thinks. 
Let  us  first  look  at  the  motor-cars  and  the  daily  increasing 
motor  traffic  there  is  on  the  roads.  When  one  sees  this 
enormous  increase,  and  realises  that  as  a  tide  of  prosperity 
turns  in  over  the  country  it  will  increase  still  more,  one 
calls  to  mind  Blake’s  half-truth,  “A  machine  is  not  a  man 
or  a  work  of  art  ;  it  is  destructive  of  humanity  and  art,” 
and  one  wonders  what  that  eccentric  poet  and  artist  would 
have  said  had  he  seen  the  crowded  roads  and  congested 
streets  of  the  present  day. 

Notwithstanding  the  great  increase  in  the  motor  traffic 
which  has  taken  place  during  the  last  few  years,  there  does 
not  seem  to  be  any  likelihood  of  the  horse  disappearing 
from  the  daily  life  of  the  nation,  as  some  of  the  faddists 
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would  have  us  hope  and  some  of  the  pessimists  would  have 
us  believe.  Not  many  years  ago  the  same  things  were 
prophesied  in  the  United  States,  and  yet  it  can  safely  be 
said  that  the  light  horse  never  had  a  stronger  hold  on  our 
American  cousins  than  he  has  at  present.  And  no  doubt 
the  reason  for  this  is  that  they  found  that  there  was  a  foun¬ 
dation,  and  a  big  foundation,  of  truth  in  Blake’s  sweeping 
statement.  As  an  instance  of  how  the  horse  has  gained 
ground  in  America  I  may  point  out  that  in  Philadelphia 
where  there  were  ten  riding-schools  there  are  now  fifty. 
Comment  is  superfluous.  It  may  be  added,  however,  that 
horses  are  more  in  demand  and  more  eagerly  looked  after 
than  they  were,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  as  times  improve 
the  demand  will  be  a  brisk  one. 

It  may  be  asked,  why  turn  off  the  high  road  for  the 
briefest  of  intervals  to  discuss  the  motor-car  and  its  attend¬ 
ant  satellites,  the  motor-cycle  et  hoc  genus  omne.  We,  as 
hunting  men,  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  question  as  to 
whether  motor  traffic  is  a  necessity,  or  an  unnecessary  evil. 
But  what  we  have  to  do  with — what  affects  us  very  closely 
— is  how  that  traffic  is  conducted,  and  upon  that  we  have 
a  good  deal  to  say. 

We  may  take  it  for  granted  that  everyone  in  the  country 
who  can  afford  it  keeps  his  motor-car.  The  exceptions  are 
so  few  that  they  go  to  prove  the  rule.  Such  being  the  case, 
we  are  faced  with  the  question,  how  are  these  cars  driven  ? 
There  is  no  getting  away  from  the  fact,  however  much  we 
may  try  to  do  so,  that  the  bulk  of  the  driving  in  the  country 
and  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  it  in  towns  is  very  badly 
done  indeed.  There  is  a  certain  class  of  men  who  drive 
recklessly  for  the  sake  of  the  excitement ;  but,  after  all,  the 
proportion  of  these  is  not  so  large  as  we  would  think  from 
a  very  casual  glance  at  the  way  of  the  world  in  the  streets 
and  lanes.  That  the  driving  is  bad,  often  disgracefully  bad, 
there  is  no  gainsaying,  but  it  is  generally  the  result  of 
ignorance. 

I  remember  in  the  good  old  days  being  put  on  to  a  clever- 
made  old  hunter  to  have  my  first  day  on  a  real  hunter 
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without  being  looked  after.  “  Now,  young  fellow,” — so 
ran  my  first  and  only  lecture  on  horsemanship — “  the  old 
mare  won’t  refuse  ;  see  you  don’t  tumble  off.”  Many  of 
the  drivers  of  motor-cars  at  the  present  time  have  been 
instructed  on  something  like  the  same  lines.  You  only 
have  to  stand  at  four  lane-ends  and  keep  your  eyes  open 
to  see  the  appalling  number  of  drivers  whose  knowledge 
of  pace  is  infinitesimal.  A  man  or  a  woman  who  thinks 
that  if  he  or  she  can  touch  the  right  levers  when 
going  along  a  quiet  road  they  are  capable  drivers,  are 
labouring  under  a  sad  delusion  ;  and  when  one  takes  a 
critical  survey  of  the  roads  one  is  compelled  to  wonder 
that  there  are  so  few  serious  mishaps  as  there  are.  It  is, 
however,  with  the  motor-car  in  its  relation  to  hunting  that  I 
have  to  do  here,  and  the  general  question  may  be  left  with 
the  remark  that  every  man  or  woman  should  pass  a  strict 
examination  before  being  allowed  to  have  a  driving  licence, 
and  that  in  any  case  of  an  accident  happening  through  the 
drunkenness  of  the  driver  he  should  have  a  minimum 
sentence  of  three  months’  imprisonment  with  hard  labour. 

And  now  it  may  be  asked,  what  has  the  motor-car  to  do 
with  hunting  ?  I  may  begin  by  saying  the  less  the  better. 
In  many  countries  there  are  rules  and  regulations  about 
motor-cars  going  within  a  certain  distance  of  the  fixtures. 
This  should  really  be  unnecessary  amongst  good  sports¬ 
men.  It  is  as  well  to  remember  that  nine  times  out  of  ten 
it  is  better  to  ride  the  hunter  quietly  on  to  the  fixture  than 
to  hurry  on  in  any  other  way,  either  in  motor,  dog-cart  or 
on  the  covert  hack.  It  gets  a  man  on  good,  not  to  say 
friendly,  terms  with  his  horse  to  ride  him  to  the  fixture, 
and  if  the  distance  is  a  long  one,  say  over  ten  miles,  the 
horse  will  appreciate  his  rider  getting  down  and  walking 
beside  him  for  a  few  hundred  yards  just  to  relieve  the 
monotony. 

The  new-comer  into  a  sporting  neighbourhood  may 
think  it  a  very  pleasant  thing  to  take  his  or  her  friends  in  a 
luxuriously  appointed  motor-car  to  see  hounds  meet,  and 
see  them  find  and  “  go  away,”  and  as  much  of  the  succeed- 
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ing  hunt  as  can  be  seen  out  of  the  lanes.  So  undoubtedly 
it  is.  But  suppose,  as  has  been  known  to  occur,  there  were 
sixty  or  seventy  of  these  luxuriously  appointed  motor-cars, 
filling  the  lanes  in  all  directions,  what  chance  would  there 
be  of  sport  ?  The  master  would  have  no  other  alternative 
than  to  blow  his  horn  and  order  hounds  home.  At  some 
places  and  in  some  hunts  crowded  motor-buses  came  from 
neighbouring  towns,  and  in  one  hunt  I  know  hounds  were 
taken  home  more  than  once,  and  it  was  stated  plainly  that 
if  the  string  of  motor-buses  turned  up  within  reach  of  the 
fixture  on  a  hunting  day  hounds  would  be  taken  home. 
So  far  as  I  can  gather  there  has  been  no  serious  trouble 
since.  It  must  be  patent  to  all  that  hunting  becomes  im¬ 
possible  when  a  fox  is  headed  at  every  corner,  and,  after  all, 
the  people  who  come  in  crowds  like  this  don’t  contribute 
a  cent  to  the  expense.  At  the  same  time  I  would  point 
out  that  if  they  come  on  foot  and  keep  in  the  place 
appointed  for  them  they  are  heartily  welcome. 

Let  me  now  turn  to  the  motor-car  on  the  roads  and  its 
connexion  with  the  hunting  man,  pointing  out  a  few  things 
wherein  the  driver  often  errs  out  of  ignorance.  Now  a 
motor-car  should  never  be  driven  fast  past  horses,  cattle, 
sheep  or  hounds.  The  driver  should  slow  down  as  he 
approaches  them  till  his  pace  is  only  the  least  possible  faster 
than  that  of  the  occupants  of  the  road  he  wants  to  pass. 
Under  such  conditions  there  is  no  risk  of  a  beast  or  a  sheep 
or  a  hound  slipping  across  and  being  killed,  nor  is  there 
any  risk  of  horses  being  upset  by  the  car  being  rushed  upon 
them  at  an  unnecessary,  not  to  say  reckless,  pace. 

The  same  care  should  be  taken  when  there  are  only  one 
or  two  horsemen  on  the  road  as  when  there  is  a  crowd. 
It  is  only  a  matter  of  courtesy,  but  it  is  as  well  to  insist  that 
the  man  in  the  machine  has  not  a  monopoly  of  the  roads, 
and  if  he  would  have  the  esteem  of  his  neighbours  he  must 
study  their  comfort  and  convenience  sometimes. 

I  have  been  led  to  treat  this  part  of  my  subject  with 
more  emphasis  than  I  had  intended  through  what  I  saw 
not  very  many  days  ago.  A  groom  was  riding  and  leading 
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a  pony  on  which  was  seated  a  very  young  boy.  The  pony 
was  a  little  lively,  but  the  young  lad  sat  well  down  on  it, 
and  handled  it  well  in  spite  of  its  little  vagaries.  Then  there 
came  round  a  corner  a  motor-car.  The  driver  slackened 
his  pace  a  little,  but  not  so  much  as  he  ought  to  have  done, 
and  the  pony  capered  about  no  little.  The  boy  kept  his 
hands  down  and  sat  like  a  rock,  but  the  position  was  by 
no  means  a  pleasant  one  for  a  minute  or  two,  and  it  should 
never  have  existed.  Surely  there  is  no  need  to  protest 
emphatically  that  cars  should  always  be  slowed  down  when 
children  are  on  the  road.  It  should  be  remembered  that 
there  is  nothing  so  contemptible  as  to  take  a  child’s  nerve 
away  by  carelessness  or  by  any  other  means,  and  in  some 

circumstances  it  is  very  easily  done.  206/348 

It  is  one  of  the  most  encouraging  “  signs  of  the  times  ” 
that  we  have  that  the  number  of  children  riding,  and  riding 
well,  is  on  the  increase.  It  means  a  healthy  race  in  the  long 
run.  No  horseman  or  horsewoman  worthy  the  name  is 
self-indulgent,  and  everything  should  be  done  to  encourage 
horsemanship.  In  going  the  round  of  the  principal  shows 
these  last  few  years  I  have  been  much  impressed  by  the 
increased  number  of  classes  for  ponies  to  be  ridden  by  young 
children,  the  increased  number  of  entries,  and  the  increased 
skill  of  the  young  people  who  rode  them.  'There  was  another 
matter,  too,  which  is  even  more  satisfactory.  The  ponies 
were  better  adapted  for  children  ;  one  saw  less  of  the 
round,  heavy  shoulders,  which  mean,  with  a  short-legged 
child,  hanging  on  by  the  bridle,  than  one  was  wont  to  do, 
and  so  naturally  we  saw  much  better  riding. 

To  what  have  we  to  attribute  this  improvement  all  round  ? 
Not  so  many  years  ago  classes  of  this  sort  did  not  attract 
much  attention  ;  how  is  it  they  have  become  so  popular  ? 
Already  it  has  been  necessary  to  emphasise  what  the  ladies 
have  done  for  our  national  sport,  and  to  them  in  great 
measure  is  due  this  improvement  in  the  riding  of  the  young- 
people.  As  Napoleon  forcibly  put  it,  “  The  future  destiny 
of  the  child  is  always  the  work  of  the  mother.”  And 
Napoleon’s  saying  brings  to  my  mind  a  notable  instance  of 
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its  truth  which  took  place  many  years  ago.  A  lady  whom 
I  knew  very  well  was  out  hunting,  and  she  had  her  son  with 
her,  a  lad  of  about  eleven  years  old,  mounted  on  a  very 
smart  pony.  Hounds  had  been  running  hard  for  some  time 
and  the  field  had  got  well  thinned  out.  In  front  of  the  lady, 
her  son  and  myself  was  rather  an  awkward  place.  It  was 
not  a  very  good  approach,  there  was  a  wide  drain  to  en¬ 
counter  and  there  was  some  awkward  broken  ground. 
There  was  no  hesitation  about  taking  it ;  the  boy  went  at  it 
like  a  hero,  and  the  pony  jumped  it  all  right  enough,  but 
he  slipped  up  on  landing,  partly  rolled  over  his  rider  and 
got  away.  It  was  really  a  nasty  fall.  Luckily,  however, 
the  pony  came  straight  for  me,  and  I  had  him  before  he  had 
gone  many  yards.  When  I  took  the  pony  back  and  said, 
“  Any  worse  ?  ”  he  replied,  “  Not  a  bit,”  and  his  mother 
gave  the  same  answer,  and  told  him  to  hurry  up  on  his  pony. 
We  were  going  again  in  a  minute,  and  at  the  end  of  another 
twenty  minutes  hounds  rolled  their  fox  over,  and  not  many 
were  there  to  see  the  finish.  Amongst  them  were  the  lady 
and  her  son.  I  had  noticed  when  we  pulled  up  that  her 
lip  quivered,  and  she  had  not  got  over  the  shock  of  her 
boy’s  nasty  fall,  but  she  kept  fine  control  of  herself.  When 
we  parted  I  said,  “  Good  son  !  Noble  mother  !  ”  and  there 
was  a  catch  in  her  voice  and  tears  in  her  eyes  as  she  replied, 
“  I  want  him  to  be  a  man.”  And  her  prayer  was  answered, 
for  he  distinguished  himself  in  more  than  one  great  battle, 
and  made  one  more  instance  of  the  truth  of  Napoleon’s 
great  saying. 

I  would  say  one  word  in  conclusion  about  these  children’s 
riding  classes.  They  are  having  an  excellent  influence, 
and  I  think  that  where  it  is  possible,  especially  in  the 
younger  classes,  medals  should  be  given  to  all  competitors. 
It  will  encourage  them  to  take  a  little  medal  away  with 
them,  and  one  can  imagine  the  furtive  glances  of  pleasure 
they  will  cast  at  it  many  a  time  after  they  get  it  home.  But 
under  no  circumstances  would  I  have  these  classes  of  the 
sensational  exhibition  sort  for  a  crowd  to  shout  at.  I  do 
not  think,  in  the  younger  classes  at  any  rate,  that  jumping 
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conditions  would  be  a  benefit.  “  Walk  before  you  attempt 
to  run  ”  is  a  sound  proverb,  and  the  youngsters  have 
plenty  to  do  in  their  horsemanship  and  horsemastership  to 
try  all  their  skill.  •  Let  us  leave  that  to  them  and  wait  for 
their  cross-country  attempts  till  we  get  them  into  the 
hunting  field. 


CHAPTER  V 


THE  HORSE  SHOW 

Let  my  horses  be  well  looked  to,  without  any  tricks. 

All's  Well  That  Ends  Well 

Think,  when  we  talk  of  horses,  that  we  see  them 
Printing  their  proud  hoofs  i’  the  receiving  earth. — Henry  V. 

A  LEADING  feature  of  country  life  is  the  horse 
show.  Not  so  very  long  ago  all  classes  of  people 
who  lived  in  the  country  took  an  active  and 
critical  interest  in  all  that  appertains  to  the 
agricultural  or  horse  show  of  the  district  or  county  in 
which  they  resided.  This  interest,  however,  might  be 
divided  into  two  sections — one  which  took  a  wide  interest 
in  showing  all  over  the  country,  another  whose  interest  was 
more  or  less  confined  to  “  our  show  ”  and  the  doings  of 
animals  that  had  made  a  mark  there. 

The  agricultural  show  is  distinctly  of  English  origin, 
and  it  is  not  a  little  amusing  to  those  who  have  studied  its 
rise  and  progress,  and  who  know  to  what  our  superiority 
in  horse  and  live  stock  criticism  is  due,  to  hear  the  criticisms 
of  the  “  wise-in-their-own-conceit  ”  class,  including  Cabinet 
Ministers  of  all  parties.  Its  development  has  been  rapid, 
but  not  so  rapid  as  the  development  of  the  horse  show. 
Originally  the  show  was  practically  a  local  event,  confined 
to  the  breeds  bred  in  the  neighbourhood  where  the  show 
was  held,  and  it  was  not  till  the  railway  came  on  the  scene 
that  anything  more  than  a  local  show  could  be  developed. 
Then  “  the  custom  of  the  country  ”  was  perforce  followed 
in  different  places,  with  the  inevitable  result  of  a  good  deal 
of  confusion  taking  place. 

It  is  no  part  of  my  task  to  follow  the  intricacies  of  the 
showyard  policy  and  its  changes.  That  would  fill  volumes, 
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and  it  is  with  the  horse  show,  and  especially  with  that  part 
of  the  horse  show  devoted  to  hunters,  that  I  have  to  deal 
here.  This  simplifies  matters  a  great  deal,  for  hunters  are, 
comparatively  speaking,  a  recent  addition  to  the  horse  show 
programmes,  and  there  is  plenty  of  evidence  to  show  on 
what  lines  it  developed  and  how  the  development  was 
caused. 

It  may  be  taken  for  granted  that  as  soon  as  horses  made 
their  appearance  at  the  agricultural  shows  classes  were 
established  for  brood  mares  and  for  young  horses  from  one 
to  three  years  old — what  are  now  known  as  the  breeding 
classes — and  it  was  to  the  initiative  of  the  late  Mr.  Thomas 
Parrington,  at  that  time  the  secretary  of  the  Cleveland 
Agricultural  Society,  that  we  owe  the  first  classes  for 
hunters  shown  in  the  saddle.  The  first  class  of  this  kind 
was  at  the  Cleveland  Show  at  Stokesley  in  1856,  and  it 
may  be  interesting  to  read  the  conditions  attached  to  it. 
‘‘Ten  pounds  added  to  a  sweepstake  of  ten  shillings  each, 
the  second  to  save  his  stake,  for  the  Best  Hunter,  Mare  or 
Gelding,  from  five  to  nine  years  old,  qualified  to  carry 
twelve  stone  with  hounds,  and  warranted  sound  ;  each 
horse  in  this  class  to  be  mounted  in  the  ring,  and  ridden 
over  a  hurdle  four  feet  high  in  the  presence  of  the  judges.” 
The  class  was  headed  extra  premium. 

The  experiment  proved  a  success,  some  fine  horses  were 
shown,  and  there  was  a  larger  entry  when  the  show  was 
held  at  Middlesbrough  the  next  year,  and  so  it  went  on 
from  year  to  year  till  there  came  a  split  in  the  Cleveland 
Agricultural  Society  and  the  Stokesley  side  of  the  country 
set  up  a  society  of  its  own.  And  at  this  Stokesley  show 
the  “  extra  premium  ”  class  originally  started  by  Mr. 
Parrington  was  carried  on.  There  were  in  a  few  years 
another  show  or  two  which  took  up  classes  on  these  lines, 
for  they  were  undoubtedly  a  great  attraction,  and  in  some 
respects  the  conditions  were  considerably  changed.  It  was 
considered,  and  rightly,  looked  at  from  one  standpoint, 
that  a  four-foot  hurdle  was  scarcely  a  satisfactory  test  of 
the  jumping  qualities  of  a  horse,  and  it  was  entirely  over- 
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looked  that  originally  it  was  not  the  jumping  capacity  but 
the  handiness  and  manners  of  the  horse  over  a  reasonable 
fence  that  were  being  put  to  the  test.  However,  for  a  time 
sensationalism  got  into  the  heads  of  some  of  those  who  had 
to  do  with  the  drawing  up  of  conditions,  and  at  the  Durham 
County  Show  held  at  Stockton  in  1859  the  condition  was 
that  each  horse  had  to  jump  into  the  ring  to  the  judges 
over  a  stiff  post  and  rail,  the  rails  of  which  could  not  be 
knocked  off,  and  which  were  at  least  five  feet  four  inches 
high.  I  have  heard  it  said  that  they  were  five  feet  six  inches 
high,  and  they  might  well  have  been,  for  it  has  been  my 
experience  that  when  any  artificial  fences  have  to  be  made 
they  are  generally  made  an  inch  or  two  at  least  over  the 
advertised  height,  a  circumstance  easily  understood,  as  the 
man  who  makes  the  fences  has  not  to  jump  them.  There 
were  nearly  a  score  of  entries  in  this  class  at  the  Durham 
County  Show,  but  only  some  five  or  six  ever  came  before 
the  judges.  Mr.  Robert  Brunton’s  Lady  Bennett,  who 
made  a  great  reputation  in  the  showyard,  both  in  the  saddle 
and  as  a  brood  mare,  jumped  the  rails  some  inches  to  the 
good  and  won  cleverly. 

Conditions  went  on  much  the  same  for  two  or  three  years 
and  many  valuable  horses  began  to  travel  from  one  show 
to  another,  a  forecast  of  the  professional  exhibitor  and  of 
the  evolution  of  the  specialised  show  horse  which  began 
to  take  a  prominent  part  some  ten  years  later.  But  in  the 
early  ’sixties  the  jumping  conditions  attached  to  these 
hunting  classes  disappeared  and  special  jumping  classes 
were  added  to  the  programme.  It  was  urged  with  great 
show  of  reason  that  with  the  ground  often  as  hard  as  ada¬ 
mant,  and  sometimes  slippery  on  account  of  the  hardness, 
the  wear  and  tear  on  a  horse’s  legs  were  such  that  permanent 
damage  was  sure  to  ensue,  and  so  in  1863  or  1864 — I  think 
it  was  the  latter — the  jumping  conditions  were  abolished 
and  jumping  classes  were  established  all  over  the  country. 
About  the  same  time,  a  little  after  to  be  particular,  horse 
shows  began  to  spring  up  at  several  places  in  the  country, 
shows  at  which  the  sole  or  the  leading  attractions  were 


THE  DOWAGER  MARCHIONESS  OF  LONDONDERRY. 


THE  HORSE  SHOW 


4i 

hunters  or  harness  horses,  or  both.  These  shows  did  much 
to  help  in  establishing  what  may  perhaps  be  best  styled  the 
show  type  of  hunter,  though  I  must  admit  it  is  but  a  clumsy 
definition.  The  horse  favoured  by  the  man  who  wants  a 
horse  to  carry  him  to  hounds  in  the  proper  place, — in  other 
words,  the  short-legged,  well-balanced,  well-bred  horse 
that  gave  one  the  idea  of  galloping  and  staying — was  looked 
over  for  the  horse  of  “  commanding  ”  appearance,  up¬ 
standing  and  carrying  his  head  and  neck  well,  occasionally 
light  in  his  ribs  and  more  a  riding  horse  or  charger  than 
a  hunter. 

And  the  professional  exhibitor,  who  seemed  to  have 
nearly  everything  his  own  way,  took  his  string  round  the 
country  and  picked  up  a  lot  of  prizes,  the  winners  of  which 
were  not  easily  identifiable.  I  would  not  be  misunderstood 
here  ;  the  professional  exhibitor  has  done  much  for  horse 
breeding,  and  if  he  has  made  mistakes  he  is  not  singular 
in  that.  Neither  can  he  be  blamed  altogether  for  a  change 
in  the  stamp  of  horse  that  received  favour.  Many  people 
who  had  a  love  for  horses,  but  not  much  knowledge  of  them, 
made  fortunes  or  large  incomes  and  could  afford  to  buy 
good  horses,  and  naturally  enough  they  preferred  horses 
with  characteristics  they  could  understand  and  appreciate 
to  those  whose  merits  were  not  quite  so  apparent  to  them. 
So  the  fashion  was  set,  and  the  upstanding  tall  horse  was 
a  universal  favourite — till  the  war  came.  And  the  war 
did  good  in  this  particular,  that  it  relegated  horses  of  that 
type  to  their  proper  place. 

The  4  4  uneasy  feeling  in  the  air  ”  which  was  palpable  to 
those  who  mixed  with  crowds  during  the  earlier  summer 
months  of  1914  came  to  a  climax  when  the  Royal  Lancashire 
Show  was  held  in  grim  silence,  the  military  bands  being 
4 4  wanted  ”  elsewhere.  Shows  went  on  in  a  half-hearted 
kind  of  way  in  1915  and  1916,  but  many  fell  through  in 
those  years,  and  in  1917  there  was  what  might  be  fairly 
described  as  a  general  stoppage,  which  was  continued  for 
a  couple  of  years.  In  1919  the  Royal  Show  was  held  at 
Cardiff,  and  in  1920  some  of  the  London  shows  were  held 
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again.  But  it  was  not  a  rapid  revival  ;  such  a  thing  was 
impossible.  Horse-breeding  had  been  seriously  checked  ; 
in  many  directions  there  had  been  heavy  call  on  our  horse 
stock  and  the  path  bristled  with  difficulties.  The  way  in 
which  these  difficulties  were  met  and  overcome  by  degrees 
and  without  any  sensational  verbosity  is  a  credit  to  the 
practical  men,  who  still,  thank  Heaven,  control  our  stock- 
breeding  and  agriculture. 

Those  who  watched  the  show  ring  closely  saw  that  there 
was  a  certain  change  in  the  type  of  horses  which  found 
favour  with  the  judges.  There  was  nothing  of  a  sensational 
nature — no  great  “  new  departure  ”  calling  for  capitals  and 
notes  of  exclamation.  But  quietly  and  steadily  and  by 
degrees  the  hunter  type,  short-legged,  well  balanced,  with 
good  ribs,  has  come  to  the  front.  And  this  is  shown  more 
especially  in  the  young  classes  which  have  been  remarkably 
level  in  character  since  the  war,  a  fact  that  proves  effectually 
that  the  war  has  taught  those  who  have  to  do  with  horses 
and  horse-breeding  that  mere  fashion  is  a  matter  of 
secondary  importance. 

Another  matter  is  deserving  of  mention.  One  of  the  best 
of  our  weight-carrying  hunters,  Jorrocks,  who  has  won  many 
championships  at  important  shows,  has  also  won  three 
point-to-point  steeplechases,  and  he  is  by  no  means  the 
only  one  who  has  won  in  the  show-ring  and  on  the  race¬ 
course  during  the  last  few  years.  A  quarter  of  a  century 
ago  it  would  have  been  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  find 
even  a  single  instance  of  a  horse  showing  to  the  front  in 
the  showyard  and  on  the  racecourse. 

Lest  some  of  my  readers  should  think  I  have  overstated 
the  case  of  the  “  fashionable  ”  type  putting  out  the  correct 
hunter  type,  I  will  give  an  instance  which  came  immediately 
under  my  own  notice.  There  was  a  very  good  class  of  some 
dozen  or  more  hunters  in  saddle,  and  the  judge  had  got 
them  sorted  down  to  four.  He  came  to  the  fourth  horse, 
looked  him  carefully  over,  got  on  to  him  and  galloped  him 
three  times  round  the  ring,  and  when  he  gave  him  back 
to  his  owner  he  said,  “  He  is  a  fine  horse  ;  if  I  wanted  one 
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he  is  the  one  I  should  buy.”  Yet  he  only  moved  him  up 
one  place,  and  gave  first  prize  to  a  horse  that  was  not 
worth  a  leg  of  him,  because  he  was  an  upstanding  horse, 
“  fashionable  ”  in  appearance. 

A  great  and  much  needed  and  much  appreciated  change  in 
the  jumping  classes  has  been  made  during  the  last  few  years. 
An  Association  of  Show  Jumpers  has  been  established, 
of  which  Mr.  Arthur  Sowler,  a  practical  horseman  and  good 
judge,  is  the  secretary,  and  an  attempt  has  been  made  to 
judge  the  jumping  systematically.  Nor  is  the  attempt  a 
mere  mass  of  theoretical  speculation.  I  think,  after  having 
watched  the  judging  under  it  on  many  occasions,  one  can 
safely  say  that  not  only  does  it  do  away  with  the  riskiness 
attendant  on  judging  in  the  old  way,  but  that  in  a  great 
majority  of  cases  the  systems  and  a  good  judge  of  jumping 
will  be  practically  on  the  same  lines. 

It  may  be  asked  what  influence  can  the  jumping  classes 
have  on  hunting  ?  They  have  a  much  greater  influence 
than  is  apparent  at  first  sight.  They  find  many  a  horse 
who  is  not  quite  good  enough  for  a  hunter  his  hay  and 
corn.  When  he  is  well  trained,  if  he  is  judiciously  placed 
he  may  win  a  very  considerable  amount  in  prizes,  and  if 
he  is  even  not  at  the  top  of  the  tree  he  may  pick  up  a  good 
prize  or  two  now  and  then,  and  there  is  always  the  sport 
of  the  thing.  For  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  element 
of  luck  comes  in  very  closely  when  “  faults  ”  come  to  be 
reckoned  closely.  So  that  the  increase  of  show  jumpers 
which  is  evident  all  round  is  an  encouragement  for  hunter 
breeders,  for  there  are  always  the  jumping  classes  to  fall 
back  upon. 

There  is  one  more  matter  which  calls  for  a  few  words. 
I  have  already  referred  to  the  development  of  the  profes¬ 
sional  exhibitor.  Now  there  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  that, 
as  I  have  said,  he  has  been  in  many  respects  a  source  of 
strength  to  hunter  breeding  and  showing.  But  in  one  way 
he  has  done  some  harm,  unwillingly  perhaps,  but  that 
does  not  alter  the  fact.  He  has  to  a  considerable  extent 
checked  the  amateur  element  in  the  show-ring.  A  man  has 
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a  good  horse  ;  he  knows  he  is  a  good  horse  and  he  would 
like  to  show  him  and  ride  him  himself.  But  he  knows  that 
however  good  a  horseman  he  may  be  he  has  not  the  little 
tricks  off  that  tell  in  a  ring,  and  which,  insignificant  as  they 
may  seem  to  the  outsider,  frequently  make  all  the  difference 
between  winning  and  losing. 

We  are  to  have  this  year  (1924)  well-endowed  classes  for 
horses  owned  and  ridden  by  amateurs,  for  hacks  as  well  as 
for  hunters.  There  are  at  the  International  Horse  Show 
two  classes  for  gentlemen’s  riding  horses  and  two  for 
ladies’  riding  horses — one  for  light-weights  and  the  other 
for  heavy-weights.  The  hunter  classes  number  four,  two 
for  ladies  and  two  for  gentlemen,  weight-carrying  capacity 
being  the  dividing  line.  In  all  these  classes  it  is  specified 
that  the  horses  must  be  the  bona  fide  property  of  the 
exhibitors  who  must  not  in  any  way  be  interested  in  the 
sale  or  purchase  of  horses  with  a  view  to  profit.  They  must 
be  ridden  by  the  exhibitor  or  a  relative.  People  who  are 
in  the  habit  of  riding  horses  in  the  show-ring  for  other 
people  are  ineligible  to  ride  unless  the  horse  happens  to  be 
their  own  property.  There  is  an  additional  condition  to 
the  hunting  classes.  Exhibits  must  have  been  regularly 
hunted  during  the  previous  season,  and  certificates  to  this 
effect  from  the  master  of  hounds  must  be  produced  when 
the  entry  is  made. 

This  is  a  sound  policy.  It  will  make  showing  more 
popular,  and  by  rousing  the  spirit  of  emulation  it  will  make 
a  better  market  for  horses  and  encourage  horse-breeding. 
It  shows  distinctlv  that  more  is  wanted  at  our  shows  now 
than  the  mere  good-looking  horse  to  parade  for  the  pleasure 
of  the  crowd. 
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Two  gentlemen  met,  both  unhorsed,  in  a  land  ; 

(Fox-hunting  on  foot  is  but  labour  in  vain) 

“  Have  you  seen  a  brown  horse  ?  ”  “  No,  indeed,  sir,  but  pray 
In  the  course  of  your  rambles  have  you  seen  a  grey  ?  ” 

Egerton  Warburton. 

Rough  quarries,  rocks  and  hills  whose  heads  touch  heaven. 

Othello. 

EGERTON  WARBURTON’S  lines  which  head 
this  chapter  afford  another  proof  of  the  danger 
of  generalisation.  It  may  be  admitted  freely  that 
there  is  not  much  fun  in  running  about  over  a 
country  and  saying,  “  If  you  please,  have  you  seen  any¬ 
thing  of  my  horse  ?  ”  to  every  man  one  meets.  But  then, 
pace  Mr.  Egerton  Warburton,  it  is  not  fox-hunting,  it  is 
horse-hunting  that  the  unfortunate  sportsman  is  taking 
part  in.  That  there  is  a  lot  of  enjoyment  to  be  got  out  of 
hunting  on  foot  is  undoubted.  There  are  hundreds  of 
keen  sportsmen  and  capable  sportsmen  who  cannot  afford 
to  keep  a  horse,  and  in  all  probability  could  not  ride  one 
satisfactorily  if  they  could  afford  to  keep  one,  who  enjoy 
a  good  many  days  in  a  season  hunting  on  foot. 

There  are  countries  where  it  would  be  impossible  to 
hunt  with  a  horse ;  countries,  too,  in  which  the  fox  has 
been  systematically  hunted  for  many  generations,  in  which 
fine  sport  is  seen  and  in  which,  notwithstanding  the  many 
difficulties  sportsmen  have  to  contend  with,  foxes  are  well 
accounted  for. 

There  are  not  many  countries  now  in  which  the  fox  is 
hunted  entirely  on  foot,  and  they  could  probably  be 
reckoned  up  on  the  fingers  of  one  hand,  but  they  still  remain 
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and  are  likely  to  do  so,  and  this  for  two  reasons.  The  first 
is  that  the  inhabitants  of  these  districts  are  born  sportsmen. 
The  love  of  sport  is  a  part  of  them,  and  they,  from  their 
earliest  youth,  have  studied  Nature  and  her  ways.  They 
know  instinctively  what  to  do  in  a  difficulty,  and  the  long 
hard  days  they  have  in  the  mountains  are  taken  in  the  day’s 
work  and  thought  little  of.  I  once  remarked  to  old  Tommy 
Dobson,  who  hunted  the  Eskdale  and  Ennerdale,  what  a 
lot  of  fine  men  the  “  statesmen  ”2  were,  and  how  few  of  the 
older  men  looked  their  age,  and  he  replied  with  that  dry 
humour  for  which  he  was  so  famous,  “  Naebody  dees  o’ 
awd  age  i’ t’  deeal  (dale) ;  we  shut  (shoot)  ’em  when  we’re 
tired  of  ’em.” 

The  mountain  packs  of  hounds  are  located  in  Cumber¬ 
land,  Westmorland  and  Lancashire,  and  hunt  the  hills  of 
those  counties  and  their  borders.  There  are  at  any  rate 
five  of  them  in  which  a  horse  or  even  a  pony  is  useless  to 
the  sportsman.  He  must  go  on  foot  if  he  would  see  any 
sport  at  all.  These  hunts  are  the  Blencathra,  the  Coniston, 
the  Eskdale  and  Ennerdale,  the  Melbreak  and  the  Ulls- 
water.  There  may  be,  and  doubtless  are,  harriers  and 
beagles  here  and  there  which  are  in  an  unrideable  country, 
but  the  five  packs  that  have  been  named  are  the  leading 
fox-hounds  that  hunt  the  mountains,  and  it  may  be  said 
here  that  these  mountain  packs  hunt  thirteen  days  a  week 
amongst  them,  a  pretty  good  proof  of  the  spirit  of  sport 
which  exists  in  these  romantic  fastnesses. 

As  will  be  seen,  there  is  considerable  likeness  in  the  policy 
of  these  famous  hunts.  It  can  scarcely  be  by  mere  accident 
that  such  long  periods  of  mastership  have  taken  place  all 
over  the  country,  and  one  would  gather  from  the  history 
of  these  mountain  hunts  that  the  inhabitants  do  not  make 
a  hasty  choice,  and  that  having  once  made  it  they  stick 
to  it. 

The  Blencathra,  a  three  days  a  week  pack,  has  a  long  and 

1  A  “  statesman  ”  is  a  man  who  farms  his  own  land.  It  is  generally 
a  rather  small  holding — under  a  hundred  acres.  Some  of  the  families 
have  owned  their  farms  for  many  generations. 
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somewhat  unique  history.  It  was  for  two  generations 
associated  with  the  name  of  Crozier,  and  two  members  of 
that  family  presided  over  its  destinies  for  a  hundred  years 
and  probably  longer.  Mr.  John  Crozier,  a  big,  handsome 
man,  remarkable  for  his  activity  even  when  far  advanced  in 
years,  succeeded  his  father  in  the  mastership  in  1839,  and 
he  held  office  for  sixty-four  years.  He  was  eighteen  years 
old  when  he  succeeded  his  father,  and  he  told  me  that  he 
could  not  say  how  long  his  father  was  master,  but  he  could 
not  remember  a  time  when  he  was  not  at  the  head  of  affairs, 
and  he  seemed  to  think  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth 
century  was  a  likely  time  for  him  to  commence  as  M.F.H. 
Mr.  John  Crozier  died  on  March  5th,  1903,  and  he  was 
long  and  sincerely  mourned  by  his  friends  and  neighbours. 
Fortunately  the  hunt  had  not  to  go  far  nor  to  wait  long 
before  they  got  the  right  man  in  the  right  place.  There  is 
no  family  more  closely  connected  with  hunting  the  fox 
than  the  Lowthers,  and  since  the  time  when  Viscount 
Lowther  took  his  hounds  down  from  Westmorland  to  hunt 
the  Cottesmore  country  in  the  latter  half  of  the  seventeenth 
century  the  Lowthers  have  always  occupied  a  prominent 
position  in  the  world  of  sport.  So  Mr.  James  W.  Lowther, 
the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons,  came  forward  to 
fill  the  place  of  Mr.  Crozier,  and  he  ruled  ably  over  the 
country  for  sixteen  seasons,  when  he  was  succeeded  by 
Mr.  R.  J.  Holdsworth,  of  Seathowe,  Thornthwaite,  Keswick, 
who  still  carries  the  horn. 

The  Coniston  joins  the  Blencathra  in  the  north.  It  is 
practically  all  moorland  and  fell,  and  it  has  a  history  of  a 
hundred  years  as  a  hunt.  It  was  founded  in  1825  as  a 
trencher-fed  pack,  with  the  object  of  hunting  fox,  mart 
and  hare,  by  Mr.  Gaskarth  and  Mr.  Jackson.  During  the 
hundred  years  which  the  hunt  has  been  in  existence  there 
have  been  half  a  dozen  masterships,  the  longest  of  which, 
when  a  committee  bore  sway,  lasted  twenty-seven  years. 
Mr.  Bruce  Logan,  the  present  master,  took  office  in  1908, 
and  it  should  be  stated  that  he  is  the  great-nephew  of  the 
founder  of  the  hunt,  so  that  the  Fell  policy  of  long  master- 
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ships  has  been  well  maintained  here,  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  a  few  names  appear  in  the  list. 

The  Eskdale  and  Ennerdale  is  perhaps  the  roughest 
hunting  country  in  Great  Britain.  The  Melbreak,  the 
Coniston,  the  Blencathra  and  the  Ullswater  march  with  it, 
and  Scawfell,  with  its  double  peak,  the  highest  mountain 
in  England,  is  in  the  midst  of  it — a  noble  landmark,  but 
an  awkward  place  to  get  lost  near.  Hounds  have  hunted 
the  country  for  a  very  long  period,  but  history  has  little 
to  say  of  it.  Old  Tommy  Dobson,  to  whom  I  have 
previously  alluded,  was  master  for  fifty-three  years,  and 
in  1910  he  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  William  C.  Porter,  who 
still  carries  the  horn.  Here  again  we  have  long  masterships 
in  evidence. 

It  is  a  charmingly  picturesque  country  round  about 
Ravenglass,  and  there  is  perhaps  the  most  extraordinary 
railway  in  the  country  running  from  that  place  up  into  the 
dale.  When  I  travelled  by  it  some  years  ago  the  station- 
master  at  each  station  and  the  guard  of  the  train  were  one 
individual  ;  the  train  was  a  very  narrow  gauge,  and  there 
was  only  one  way — the  train  going  from  one  terminus  to 
the  other,  waiting  a  while  and  then  making  the  best  of  its 
way  back.  They  were  very  accommodating  when  I  was 
there,  and  would  stop  at  any  farm  they  were  asked  to, 
either  to  set  down  or  to  pick  up. 

The  Eskdale  and  Ennerdale  hunt  two  days  a  week. 

There  is  a  good  story  told  of  Tommy  Dobson.  He  had 
had  a  long,  hard  day,  and  was  going  to  hunt  on  the  next 
day  many  miles  from  home.  The  fixture  entailed  the 
necessity  of  stopping  all  night,  and  Tommy  partook  of  the 
hospitality  of  a  gentleman  resident  in  the  vicinity.  Tommy 
had  killed  his  fox  in  the  afternoon,  and  he  had  an  arduous 
tramp  of  many  miles  with  his  hounds  before  he  got  to  his 
destination.  He  arrived  about  seven  or  half-past,  and  I 
need  not  say  that  a  good  substantial  meal  was  served  to 
him.  His  hostess  had  got  him  several  little  delicacies,  and 
amongst  other  things  were  some  very  fine  sardines.  Sar¬ 
dines  were  a  novelty  to  Tommy  ;  he  had  never  tasted  them 
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before,  and  he  eat  heartily  of  them,  finishing  one  tin  after 
another  and  washing  them  down  with  sundry  4 ‘joes  5,1  of 
ale.  About  ten  o’clock  or  a  little  after  Tommy  went  to 
bed,  his  hostess  feeling  considerably  alarmed  as  to  how  he 
would  pass  the  night. 

Next  morning  her  anxiety  was  relieved  by  meeting 
Tommy  whistling  gaily  as  he  came  downstairs  when  she 
went  to  call  him  about  six  o’clock.  She  asked  him  what 
he  would  like  for  breakfast,  and  he  amazed  her  by  saying  he 
did  not  think  he  could  do  better  than  “  ha’e  a  few  mair  o’ 
yon  lah’l  twoots  (trouts).” 

The  Melbreak  is  another  fine  mountain  country  with  a 
fine  history.  It  is  contained  in  the  county  of  Cumberland, 
and  has  a  fine  record  in  the  history  of  sport.  It  is  an  old- 
established  hunt,  and  has  practically  been  hunted  in  the 
old-fashioned  trencher-fed  style  for  a  very  long  time.  In 
1807  Mr.  William  Pearson  established  the  country  on  a 
sound  footing,  and  since  then  masters  have  been  few.  I 
can  only  make  out  three,  Mr.  John  Hudson  and  Mr.  John 
Nicholson,  who  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  John  Benson  in 
1865.  Mr.  Benson’s  mastership  lasted  fifty-two  years.  He 
was  a  good  hound  man,  a  fine  judge  and  a  fine  sportsman. 
Mr.  Robinson  Mitchell,  Capt.  E.  A.  Iredale  and  Mr.  D.  B. 
Robinson  succeeded  him  as  joint  masters  and  have  been 
in  office  ever  since.  The  Melbreak  has  some  of  the 
roughest  country  in  the  Lakes  District  within  its  bounds, 
but  there  is  a  little  low  land  which  can  be  hunted  on  horse¬ 
back.  There  is,  however,  very  little  of  it,  and  for  all  prac¬ 
tical  purposes  it  is  best  described  as  a  rough  mountainous 
country.  It  is  hunted  two  days  a  week. 

The  Ullswater  is  the  last  of  the  mountain  hunts  with 
which  I  have  to  deal.  It  is  a  three  days  a  week  country, 
and  was  established  on  its  present  lines  between  forty  and 
fifty  years  ago.  Mr.  J.  E.  Hasell  was  the  first  master,  and 
he  had  a  long  term  of  office,  no  fewer  than  thirty  years, 
thus  keeping  up  to  the  custom  of  the  mountain  and  fell 

1  A  joe  of  ale  is  something  like  a  soda-water  glass  full,  more  than  half 
a  pint  and  not  quite  a  pint. 
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hunts.  He  was  succeeded  in  1910  by  the  present  master, 
Mr.  W.  H.  Marshall,  of  Patterdale  Hall.  The  huntsman  is 
a  well-known  and  very  capable  man,  Joe  Bowman,  whose 
ancestors  have  been  famous  as  huntsmen  for  some 
generations. 

A  young  man  who  wishes  to  study  the  wiles  of  the  fox 
and  to  become  familiar  with  Nature  might  spend  his  time 
much  worse  than  by  hunting  for  a  season  in  the  mountains 
and  fells  of  Cumberland,  Westmorland  and  Lancashire. 
He  will,  however,  need  to  be  an  active  man,  in  good  con¬ 
dition,  and  what  the  natives  of  these  counties  call  a 
“  traveller.’ ’  He  must  think  nothing  of  tramping  twenty 
or  thirty  miles  in  a  day,  and  he  must  not  know  the  meaning 
of  the  word  “  fatigue.” 

He  will  have  to  grow  accustomed  to  getting  wet,  not  to 
say  soaked,  and  the  question  of  his  equipage  is  an  important 
one.  On  this  matter  he  cannot  do  better  than  take  counsel 
with  a  native,  whose  advice  is  sure  to  be  practical.  It  is 
necessary  to  say  that  the  greatest  care  must  be  taken  about 
the  boots,  which  must  be  a  perfect  fit  and  the  leather  of 
which  must  never  be  allowed  to  get  hard. 

Then  the  sportsman  must  take  heed  where  he  puts  his 
feet.  Well-kept  rides  are  not  frequent  in  the  fells,  and  a 
sprain  when  a  man  is  some  six  or  eight  miles,  or  perhaps 
more,  from  a  main  road  is  a  serious  matter.  So  it  is  neces¬ 
sary  for  the  sportsman  to  “  take  thought  upon  the  order  of 
his  going  ”  until  he  becomes  well  used  to  the  country. 

Under  no  circumstances  should  he  take  a  line  of  his  own . 
He  should  always  keep  in  close  company  with  a  native, 
and  he  should  implicitly  follow  the  advice  which  the  native 
gives  him.  If  he  does  this  and  is  of  the  true  sportsman’s 
spirit  he  will  always  remember  with  pleasure  the  wilds  of 
Cumberland  and  Westmorland. 

There  is  “  hunting  on  foot  ”  of  a  very  different  character 
to  this,  and  much  sport  can  be  enjoyed  in  following  it  up. 
Of  course,  hunting  on  foot  in  a  big  open  country  where  there 
are  big  enclosures  is  confined  to  seeing  hounds  find  and  go 
away.  There  are  some  countries  of  very  level  land  and 
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very  large  enclosures  where  a  man  may  as  well  be  at  home 
if  he  is  not,  at  any  rate,  in  the  next  field  to  hounds.  Country 
like  this  is  obviously  not  adapted  to  show  the  foot  hunter 
much  sport.  But  happily  for  his  interests  the  face  of  the 
country  in  Great  Britain  varies  greatly,  and  in  most  hunts 
there  are  to  be  found  a  few  big  woods  on  hill-sides  which 
are  a  haven  of  delight  to  the  man  who  hunts  on  foot. 

Now  the  man  who  hunts  on  foot  is  generally  a  very 
good  sportsman,  and  he  generally  knows  a  good  deal  about 
foxes  and  their  ways.  I  have  seen  hundreds  of  men  out  in 
a  mining  district,  and  their  discipline  as  a  rule  is  excellent. 
I  have  heard  the  young  ones  well  lectured  and  threatened 
as  to  what  would  take  place  if  they  holloaed  at  and  headed 
a  fox,  and  have  many  a  time  seen  a  fox  “  go  away  ”  within  a 
couple  of  hundred  yards  of  a  crowd  of  them  with  never 
a  word  spoken. 

There  are  a  few  men  who  rarely  miss  hounds  when  they 
are  not  in  an  open  country,  and  who  even  frequently  turn 
up  in  quite  an  open  country,  and  it  is  a  remarkable  thing 
that  they  see  much  more  sport  than  the  average  hunting 
man  would  think  possible.  This  is  to  be  attributed  to  their 
knowledge  of  the  ways  of  foxes  and  to  their  ability  to  read 
quickly  the  signs  of  changing  wind  and  weather. 

The  man  who  hunts  on  foot  does  more  good  to  the  cause 
of  fox-hunting  than  the  uninitiated  would  suppose.  He 
has  to  be  always  on  the  look  out  if  he  would  see  the  maxi¬ 
mum  of  sport  possible  under  the  circumstances  in  which 
he  is  placed,  and  so  “  taking  notice  ”  becomes  a  habit  ; 
and  as  he  goes  through  the  country  he  sees  many  a  thing 
of  considerable  importance  which  the  ordinary  traveller 
would  pass  by  unnoticed.  Indeed,  in  every  hunt  with  which 
I  have  been  intimately  acquainted  there  have  been  two  or 
three  men  who  hunted  on  foot  with  whom  the  huntsmen 
have  been  in  confidential  communication. 

One  can  scarcely  overestimate  the  good  influence  the 
fox-hunter  on  foot  has  on  the  national  sport.  He  keeps  a 
good  spirit  alive  wherever  he  goes  and  his  keenness  is 
contagious.  The  vitality  of  the  sport  is  sufficiently  proved 
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by  the  support  accorded  to  the  fell  and  mountain  packs,  of 
which  a  brief  history  has  been  given,  for  there  hunting  is 
carried  on  under  great  difficulties,  and  one  of  the  most 
cheering  signs  of  the  times  is  that  the  old  traditions  not 
only  survive  but  have  strengthened  during  the  last  few 
years. 


CHAPTER  VII 


THE  HORSE  SUPPLY 

Horses  led,  and  grooms. — Paradise  Lost. 

THE  changed  conditions  which  have  taken  place 
in  many  parts  of  the  country  through  the  break¬ 
ing  up  of  so  many  large  estates  was  sure  to  have 
its  effect  upon  horse-breeding,  and  especially 
upon  hunter-breeding,  which  is  the  question  which  most 
immediately  concerns  us  here.  It  is  well  known  that  the 
“  Squire  ”  in  times  not  so  very  far  distant  rendered  the 
greatest  assistance  to  the  horse-breeding  and,  indeed,  to 
the  whole  live-stock-breeding  industry  of  the  country-side. 

When  his  place  knew  him  no  more,  and  when  farmers 
had  practically  been  compelled  to  buy  their  farms,  there 
was  no  longer  any  spare  cash  in  the  districts,  and  breeding 
suffered  accordingly.  Neither  were  the  markets  in  a  satis¬ 
factory  condition.  Indeed,  such  a  thing  could  scarcely  be 
looked  for  under  the  circumstances.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
for  some  time  there  was  no  regular  market,  as  markets  are 
understood,  and  very  frequently  a  man  had  to  sell  at  a 
bad  price  and  to  buy  at  a  big  one. 

Notwithstanding  all  the  accumulated  difficulties,  there 
were  practical  men  who  held  together,  as  has  been  shown 
in  another  chapter,  and  the  result  has  been  a  much  im¬ 
proved  lot  of  young  horses.  But  notwithstanding  this 
much  remains  to  be  done,  and  the  hunting  man  can  do 
something  to  help  if  he  cannot  quite  fill  the  place  of  the 
squire  of  old.1  And  the  new-comer  into  the  country, 

1  It  should  be  unnecessary  to  point  out  that  what  is  known  as  the 
personal  element  had  much  to  do  with  the  good  work  done  in  assisting 
stock-breeding  by  the  old  Squires.  The  new-comer,  with  the  best  of 
intentions,  cannot  supply  their  place  at  once.  It  is  a  question  of  tradition, 
none  the  less  powerful  for  being  unrecognised. 
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whether  he  hunts  or  not,  may  do  something  to  help  to 
bring  it  round  to  its  old  standard. 

There  is  not  a  doubt  that  there  are  many  places  where 
horses  might  be  bred  to  advantage  where  horse-breeding 
is  entirely  neglected.  To  breed  horses  successfully,  good 
sound  undulating  ground  is  necessary,  all  the  better  if  it 
is  on  limestone.  The  grass  must  be  good  in  quality,  and 
it  is  none  the  worse  if  there  is  a  little  wild  clover  in  it.  On 
a  comparatively  small  farm  of  this  kind  a  horse  could  easily 
be  bred  every  year,  or  rather  a  brood  mare  could  be  kept. 
The  brood  mare  should  be  such  as  could  do  little  light  jobs 
about  the  farm,  of  which  there  are  always  plenty  to  do. 
By  which  it  is  not  meant  that  the  brood  mare  should  be 
capable  of  taking  half  a  draught.  Something  different  to 
the  light  draught  mare  is  in  view,  though  I  would  not 
say  a  word  against  the  light  draught  mare  as  a  foundation 
for  hunter-breeding.  At  the  same  time  the  well-bred  mare 
is  wanted  to  breed  the  best  type  of  hunter,  and  it  is  desir¬ 
able  to  aim  at  the  best,  because  it  costs  as  much  to  breed  a 
moderate  horse  as  a  good  one.  But  if  a  good  horse  is  to 
be  bred  it  is  essential  that  there  should  be  sufficient  weight 
and  stamina  in  the  mare,  and  such  mares  as  have  suffi¬ 
cient  weight  and  stamina  to  breed  a  good  horse  up  to  a 
reasonable  weight  are  able  to  do  a  lot  of  light  work  about  a 
farm.1 

There  are  two  things  which  interfere  with  the  breeding 
of  these  hunters  on  the  lines  indicated.  The  first  is  the 
difficulty  of  getting  mares,  and  the  second  is  the  awkward 
conditions  of  the  market.  More  mares  and  better  markets 
would  change  the  outlook.  The  first  question  is,  how  we 
are  to  get  more  mares.  The  various  brood  mare  societies 
have  done  a  great  deal  of  good  in  the  past,  and  in  many 
places  they  are  still  kept  going  and  are  of  great  service. 

1  An  instance  of  this  occurs  to  the  memory,  though  it  was  a  hackney 
and  not  a  hunter  that  was  bred.  A  milk  retailer  bought  a  hackney  mare, 
giving  very  little  for  her,  and  he  used  her  to  deliver  his  milk.  He  ulti¬ 
mately  mated  her  with  a  high-class  hackney  stallion,  and  the  result  was 
a  colt  which  at  two  years  old  was  a  winner  in  London. 
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But  there  are  many  farmers  who  would  gladly  pay  good  hire 
for  a  good  brood  mare  and  who  do  not  know  where  to 
look  for  her. 

Hunting  men  can  do  a  great  deal  to  help  the  situation, 
and  they  have  always  proved  themselves  ready  and  willing 
to  help  a  good  cause.  But  the  new-comer  naturally  feels 
himself  a  little  at  sea  unless  he  should  by  happy  accident 
be  a  judge  of  horses  ;  and  he  scarcely  sees  what  he  can  do. 
He  can  always  make  enquiries,  and  can  always  make  it 
known  when  he  sees  anything  which  he  thinks  likely  to 
breed  a  good  foal.  He  will  make  mistakes,  without  doubt ; 
but,  if  he  be  an  observant  and  painstaking  man,  in  course 
of  time  his  reports  will  be  very  valuable.  The  new-comer 
can  also  do  a  considerable  amount  of  good  by  organising 
local  classes  of  horses  bred  within  a  certain  radius  and  in 
doing  his  best  to  get  the  hunter  prizes  increased  at  the 
shows  which  are  held  within  striking  distance  of  his  home 
in  the  country. 

The  present  state  of  the  market  can  scarcely  be  said  to 
be  satisfactory.  The  great  fault  is  its  uncertainty,  and  it 
is  anything  but  favourable  to  the  breeder,  who  is  somehow 
on  the  horns  of  a  dilemma.  The  farmer  is  seldom  in  a 
position  which  enables  him  to  put  a  perfectly  trained  horse 
on  the  market.  When  he  is  he  generally  has  more  than 
either  one  or  two  to  dispose  of,  and  is  very  closely  allied 
to  a  dealer,  if  indeed  he  is  not  one  outright.  Practically, 
then,  the  farmer  has  to  sell  his  horses  untrained,  and  there 
is  undoubtedly  a  difficulty  in  finding  a  market. 

That  most  energetic  of  breed  societies,  the  National 
Pony  Society,  has  hit  upon  a  plan  which  has  answered  well 
at  its  own  show,  and  a  development  of  which  might  easily 
provide  a  good  market  for  hunters,  especially  in  a  country 
where  they  are  largely  bred.  The  National  Pony  Society 
held  a  show  at  Ranelagh  in  April,  1924,  in  which  selling 
conditions  were  attached  to  all  the  classes. 

Briefly,  their  scheme  was  as  follows.  In  all  classes  a 
reserve  price  was  allowed,  and  all  the  ponies  were  sold  by 
auction.  In  two  of  the  classes  it  was  a  condition  that  the 
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reserve  price  should  not  exceed  a  certain  sum.  The  sums 
particularised  were  £60  and  £120. 

This  plan  might  easily  be  applied  to  hunters.  Classes 
might  be  given  for  four-year-olds  and  upwards  whose 
owners  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  sale  of  horses  for 
profit,  and  a  certain  reserve  might  be  allowed,  say  £75,  for 
horses  in  this  class. 

Then,  again,  there  might  be  radius  classes  for  two-year- 
olds,  and  likewise  for  three-year-olds,  the  owners  to  be 
farmers.  A  reserve  of  £40  for  two-year-olds  and  £60  for 
three-year-olds  seems  reasonable,  as  the  owner  can  always 
let  the  horse  go  for  under  the  reserve  if  he  is  so  inclined. 

From  what  I  have  seen,  these  classes  seemed  to  take  well 
with  both  vendors  and  purchasers,  and  they  seem  to  have 
the  effect  of  bringing  the  breeder  and  customer  closer 
together,  which  is  certainly  desirable. 

Altogether  the  situation  may  be  regarded  as  satisfactory. 
Indeed,  it  is  more  so  than  could  have  been  hoped  for  four 
or  five  years  ago,  though  even  then  things  were  not  so 
black  as  some  people  would  have  liked  to  make  out.  The 
recovery  has  been  steady,  there  has  been  nothing  sen¬ 
sational  about  it,  and  though  of  course  there  will  be  fluc¬ 
tuations  in  horse-breeding  as  in  all  other  sublunary  matters, 
there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  position  will  be 
maintained,  and  that  as  time  goes  on  we  shall  continue  to 
improve. 


MR.  H.  E.  PRESTON. 


CHAPTER  VIII 

HOUND  SHOWS  AND  HOUND-BREEDING 

They  were  a  lovely  pack  for  looks  ; 

Their  forelegs  drumsticked  without  crooks, 

Straight,  without  overtread  or  bend, 

Muscled  to  gallop  to  the  end, 

With  neat  feet  round  as  any  cat’s 
Great  chested,  muscled  in  the  slats, 

Bright,  clean,  short  coated,  broad  on  shoulder 
With  stag-like  eyes  that  seemed  to  smoulder, 

The  heads  well  cocked,  the  clean  necks  strong, 

Brows  broad,  ears  close,  the  muzzles  long, 

And  all  like  racers  in  the  thighs  ; 

Their  noses  exquisitely  wise, 

Their  minds  being  memories  of  smells  ; 

Their  voices  like  a  ring  of  bells  ; 

Their  sterns  all  spirit,  cock  and  feather  ; 

Their  colours  like  the  English  weather 
Magpie  and  hare,  and  badger  pye, 

Like  minglings  in  a  double  dye, 

Some  smutty  nosed,  some  tan,  none  bald  ; 

Their  manner  was  to  come  when  called, 

Their  flesh  was  sinew  knit  to  bone, 

Their  courage  like  a  banner  blown. 

Their  joy  to  push  him  out  of  cover, 

And  hunt  him  till  they  rolled  him  over. 

They  were  as  game  as  Robert  Dover. 

John  Masefield.  Reynard  the  Fox. 

WHEN  Mr.  Thomas  Parrington,  in  1859,  ^rst 
introduced  the  foxhound  show  to  the  world  he 
did  such  a  service  to  foxhounds,  and  incident¬ 
ally  to  fox-hunting,  as  people  were  little  aware 
of  at  the  time.  Previous  to  that  date  there  had  been  com¬ 
petitions  on  the  racecourse  and  once  or  twice  on  the  flags, 
but  the  latter  were  practically  of  a  private  character  and 
possessed  little  more  public  interest  than  a  puppy  show. 
Perhaps,  however,  this  is  scarcely  the  correct  way  of  putting 
it.  It  would  be  better  to  say  that  they  did  not  teach  much 
in  the  way  of  hound-breeding. 
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It  is  not  a  little  curious,  when  one  comes  to  reflect  on  it, 
how  little  many  keen  hunting  men  know  about  foxhounds 
except  in  their  work,  but  there  has  been  a  gradual  improve¬ 
ment  in  this  respect  ever  since  the  Yorkshire  Foxhound 
Show  was  established,  and  as  a  natural  consequence  the 
puppy  shows  began  to  multiply.  Curiously  enough,  the 
sapient  public  shook  its  head  when  the  show  was  established. 
It  protested  that  the  show  was  not  wanted  ;  that  we  wanted 
foxhounds  to  hunt  and  kill  foxes  and  not  to  look  at,  and  a 
score  of  platitudes  of  little  meaning.  Hunting  men  knew 
well  enough  that  they  did  not  want  hounds  to  look  at. 
Experience  had  taught  them  that  pace,  though  necessary 
to  kill  foxes,  was  utterly  worthless  without  nose,  and  they 
saw  no  reason  why  they  should  not  improve  the  general 
appearance  of  their  hounds  as  well  as  keep  those  good 
scenting  qualities — “  those  noses  exquisitely  wise  ” — with¬ 
out  which  foxes  would  not  often  come  to  hand. 

For  centuries,  for  it  is  no  exaggeration  to  say  centuries, 
hounds  had  been  bred  more  or  less  on  scientific  lines,  and 
what  may  be  termed  four  family  packs  had  been  estab¬ 
lished  practically  from  time  immemorial.  These  were  the 
Duke  of  Beaufort’s,  the  Brocklesby,  the  Fitzwilliam  and 
the  Belvoir.  The  right  sort  of  hound  had  been  aimed  at 
for  generations,  and  was  fairly  well  arrived  at,  as  a  glance  at 
some  of  the  portraits  of  the  hounds  of  the  ’fifties  and 
’sixties  tells  us. 

There  was  at  one  time  a  fear  expressed  that  hound  shows 
would  increase,  and  so  they  have  to  a  certain  extent,  but 
there  seems  to  be  no  reason  to  think  that  hunting  men  will 
ever  let  the  hound  show  occupy  any  other  than  its  proper 
place  in  the  economy  of  hound-breeding.  In  the  great 
kennels  of  Belvoir,  Badminton,  Brocklesby  and  Milton  the 
breeding  of  hounds  qualified  to  earn  for  themselves  a  great 
name  in  the  hunting-field,  capable  of  racing  a  fox  down  with 
a  blazing  scent  and  hunting  him  down  with  a  poor  scent, 
was  the  objective  in  breeding.  But  these  great  packs  are, 
and  justly,  looked  upon  as  the  parent  packs  of  the  modern 
foxhound,  and  the  names  of  several  of  their  stallion  hounds, 
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such,  for  instance,  as  Brocklesby  Rally  wood,  are  “  words 
to  conjure  with  ”  amongst  enthusiasts  in  hound-breeding. 

But  as  well  as  nose  and  cry,  symmetry  in  the  hound  is 
essential  to  the  hunting  of  the  fox  satisfactorily.  There 
are  some  of  us  who  can  remember  some  really  good  hounds, 
with  fine  noses,  a  good  cry,  and  that  drive  and  dash  which 
so  helps  the  record  on  the  kennel  door,  that  dropped  out 
of  the  pack  prematurely  owing  to  being  shoulder-shaken. 
It  surely  does  not  need  emphasising  that  shape  and  make 
are  as  essential  in  a  high-class  pack  of  foxhounds  as  nose 
and  cry,  and  to  keep  the  right  type  constantly  in  the  eye 
of  breeders,  and  to  show  them  where  to  go  when  a  change 
of  blood  is  necessary,  the  foxhound  show  is  of  the  greatest 
value.  There  is  not,  and  there  never  has  been  in  my 
opinion,  the  slightest  danger  of  foxhounds  being  bred  for 
show  points  alone. 

Before  the  war  broke  out  there  were  practically  two 
hound  shows,  viz.  Peterborough  and  Reigate.  When  it 
was  over  one  or  two  more  hound  shows  were  established, 
which  call  for  a  word  or  two.  Peterborough,  of  course, 
was  revived  at  the  earliest  opportunity,  but  the  Reigate 
Show  still  remains  in  abeyance,  though  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  it  will  be  restored  to  its  old  place  before  long.  Indeed, 
there  seems  every  prospect  of  it. 

Two  new  shows  have  been  added  to  the  list.  Just  after 
the  war,  when  the  Yorkshire  Agricultural  Society  scarcely 
saw  its  way  to  holding  a  show  on  the  old  lines,  a  few 
enthusiastic  breeders  determined  on  holding  a  show  in 
York,  the  exhibits  in  which  were  to  be  confined  to  the 
county.  In  connexion  with  this  show  there  was  a  hound 
show,  which  was  confined  to  certain  northern  packs,  and 
which  was  a  great  success.  The  new  show  at  York  did 
not  last  long;  indeed,  it  was  pretty  obvious  when  the 
County  Society  resumed  its  functions  that  its  occupation 
would  be  gone,  and  with  it  went  the  York  Foxhound  Show. 
But  now  the  County  Society  has  taken  up  the  foxhound 
again,  and  at  this  year’s  (1924)  show  foxhounds  will  take 
a  part. 
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There  is  also  a  hound  show  held  in  connexion  with  the 
Essex  Agricultural  Society’s  Show,  at  which  the  exhibits 
are  limited  to  certain  packs  in  the  south-eastern  counties. 
There  is  also  a  new  development  of  the  foxhound  which 
calls  for  mention.  The  Welsh  hound,  with  his  rough  coat 
and  his  deep  cry  and  his  exceptionally  fine  nose,  has  always 
been  highly  esteemed  amongst  sportsmen.  I  remember 
seeing  Col.  Curre’s  hounds  many  years  ago,  and  being 
much  struck  with  some  of  them  which  showed  the  Welsh 
blood.  Since  then  much  has  been  done  to  improve  the 
Welsh  hound  and  to  breed  him  on  scientific  lines.  Col. 
David  Davies  has  taken  a  very  active  part  in  this  direction, 
and  in  1922  a  hound  show  was  held  in  connexion  with  the 
Royal  Welsh  Agricultural  Society’s  Show,  which  was  a 
marked  success,  and  which  has  been  since  continued  with 
excellent  results. 

The  history  of  the  hound  show  for  the  last  ten  years  has 
been  a  very  varied  one,  but  it  shows  clearly  the  great  use 
that  the  shows  have  been  and  the  skilful  lines  on  which 
foxhounds  have  been  bred.  Perhaps  there  was  never  such 
a  fine  lot  of  hounds  in  the  country  as  there  was  in  1914. 
All  over  the  country  good  hounds  were  being  bred,  and 
the  heavy-shouldered,  somewhat  lumbering  hound  that 
used  at  one  time  to  be  conspicuous  in  many  countries  was 
becoming  so  scarce  as  to  be  nearly  non-existent. 

At  the  Peterborough  Hound  Show  of  1914  twenty  packs 
were  represented,  viz.  the  Atherstone,  the  Duke  of  Beau¬ 
fort’s,  the  Bedale,  the  Berwickshire,  the  Cambridgeshire, 
the  Cleveland,  the  Essex  Union,  the  Fitzwilliam  (Milton), 
the  Ledbury,  the  Linlithgow  and  Stirlingshire,  the  Mus- 
kerry,  the  Oakley,  the  South  Oxfordshire,  the  Puckeridge, 
the  Southdown,  the  Suffolk,  the  Warwickshire,  the  North 
Warwickshire,  the  Worcestershire  and  the  Zetland.  The 
Hurworth  and  the  South  Stafford  were  entered,  but  were 
not  shown.  At  Reigate  nineteen  packs  were  represented, 
and  at  this  show  some  classes  were  confined  to  packs 
of  Kent,  Surrey,  Hampshire  or  Berkshire.  Packs  at  Reigate 
were  the  Duke  of  Beaufort’s,  the  Garth,  the  Essex  Union, 
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the  South  Dorset,  the  Tickham,  the  Chiddingfold,  the 
Blackmore  Vale,  the  Ledbury  and  the  Southdown. 

There  was  not  a  hound  show  after  those  just  referred  to 
for  six  years,  and  during  those  six  years  hounds  were  in  a 
very  critical  position.  Very  few  people  perhaps  realise  how 
nearly  fox-hunting  went  out  altogether,  and  it  reflects  the 
greatest  credit  upon  all  concerned  that  the  storm  was 
weathered  so  skilfully  and  with  so  little  idle  talk.  There 
were  two  aspects  to  the  question  of  food  scarcity  which  was 
sprung  upon  the  country  somewhat  suddenly,  and,  it  may 
be  added,  was  entirely  the  fault  of  the  country  itself.  That, 
however,  as  Rudyard  Kipling  has  it,  is  another  story.  The 
scarcity  was  there,  and  one  result  of  it  was  that  maize  meal 
was  £19  per  ton,  and  oats  67s.  per  quarter  and  upwards. 
The  consequence  was  that  the  mere  upkeep  of  a  hunting 
establishment  was  a  very  serious  item  indeed.  But  there 
was  something  behind  this  which  was  worse  still.  Food 
was  so  scarce  that  it  practically  all  had  to  be  rationed. 

This  was  a  serious  matter  for  all  concerned,  and  hunting 
men  were  placed  in  an  exceedingly  difficult  position.  In 
certain  quarters  where  verbiage  predominates  there  was 
much  heated  discussion  about  the  mischief  entailed  by  the 
carrying  on  of  hunting  under  the  circumstances.  As  is 
usual  when  discussions  like  this  take  place,  those  who 
knew  the  least  had  the  most  to  say.  Happily,  however, 
the  matter  was  in  the  hands  of  competent  and  well- 
informed  practical  men,  and  not  of  ignorant  and  noisy 
sentimentalists.  The  Masters  of  Foxhounds  Association, 
the  Minister  of  Agriculture  and  Sir  W.  Buxton  tackled  the 
matter  in  the  only  way  it  could  be  satisfactorily  handled, 
namely  by  reducing  the  strength  of  the  packs  ;  and  by  their 
sensible  and  prompt  action  saved  fox-hunting.  For  if 
fox-hunting  had  once  been  stopped  it  is  more  than  ques¬ 
tionable,  it  is  practically  a  certainty,  that  under  the  pre¬ 
vailing  conditions  it  would  never  have  been  re-established. 

The  reduction  of  the  various  packs  was  carried  to  the 
most  extreme  limit,  and  at  the  same  time  that  the  number 
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of  hounds  was  reduced  so  materially  there  was  a  heavy  call 
on  the  staffs  of  many  hunts,  and  many  a  master  of  hounds 
and  hunt  servant  served  their  country  in  the  war.  So  the 
reduction  of  the  number  of  hounds  was  not  altogether 
an  unqualified  evil,  for  there  would  have  been  a  great 
difficulty  in  getting  the  establishments  carried  on  at  all  if 
they  had  reached  their  normal  dimensions. 

It  would  be  tedious  to  go  into  minute  detail  as  to  the 
hounds  which  were  drafted  in  consequence  of  the  policy 
adopted,  but  a  few  of  the  leading  packs  may  be  taken  as 
examples  of  what  took  place  all  over  the  country.  The 
Quorn  were  reduced  from  52  couple  in  1914  to  45  couple 
in  1917,  which  is  one  of  the  smallest  of  the  reductions. 
The  Burton  were  reduced  from  55  couple  to  22  couple  ; 
the  York  and  Ainsty  from  50  couple  to  30  couple  ;  the 
Cottesmore  from  66  couple  to  35  couple  ;  the  Fernie  from 
55  couple  to  40  couple  ;  the  Pytchley  from  57 \  couple  to 
42  couple  ;  the  Grafton  from  50  couple  to  40  couple  ;  the 
Warwickshire  from  75^  couple  to  55  couple  ;  the  North 
Warwickshire  from  50  couple  to  30  couple  ;  and  the 
Belvoir  from  75  couple  to  50!  couple.  The  ten  packs, 
which  mustered  586  couple  of  working  hounds  amongst 
them  in  1914,  in  1917  mustered  389!  couple  of  working 
hounds,  an  average  decrease  of  a  fraction  over  19 J  couple 
per  pack.  The  Linlithgow  and  Stirlingshire  had  35  couple 
of  hounds  in  the  kennel  in  1914,  and  in  1917  these  were 
reduced  to  22  couple. 

In  1920,  at  the  end  of  six  years,  there  was  a  slight  increase 
in  the  number  of  hounds  all  over  the  country,  but  at  first 
it  was  barely  more  than  just  perceptible.  For  instance, 
if  the  above  ten  packs  are  taken  it  will  be  found  that  the 
total  number  of  hounds  contained  in  them  four  years  ago 
was  434  couple,  or  35 \  couple  more  than  the  total  of  1917. 

In  1920  we  had  the  next  of  the  foxhound  shows  at 
Peterborough,  when  there  were  eighteen  packs  of  hounds 
represented.  Of  these  the  Atherstone,  the  Duke  of  Beau¬ 
fort’s,  the  Cambridgeshire,  the  Fitzwilliam  (Milton),  the 
Ledbury,  the  Linlithgow  and  Sterlingshire,  the  Southdown 
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and  the  North  Warwickshire  exhibited  at  the  show  held  in 
1914.  The  packs  not  represented  in  1914  were  the  Avon 
Vale,  Lord  Eglinton’s,  the  Fernie,  Lord  Middleton’s,  the 
Morpeth,  the  Newmarket  and  Thurlow,  the  Oakley,  the 
V.W.H.  (Cirencester),  the  V.W.H.  (Cricklade)  and  the  York 
and  Ainsty. 

When  we  take  into  consideration  the  difficulties  with 
which  hound-breeders  had  to  contend  during  the  inter¬ 
vening  six  years  there  are  two  things  which  stand  out 
prominently.  The  first  is  the  sound  foundation  upon  which 
masters  of  hounds  had  to  build.  There  is  no  getting  away 
from  the  fact  that  the  hound  shows  had  brought  the  im¬ 
portance  of  well-placed  shoulders,  good  loins  and  good 
legs  and  feet  more  prominently  before  those  whom  we  may 
call  the  rank  and  file  of  hound-breeders,  and  consequently 
when  the  hour  of  trial  came  it  found  them  prepared  to  deal 
with  it  on  sound  lines.  The  recovery  which  hound-breeding 
made  in  so  short  a  time  and  under  such  difficult  conditions 
is  also  sufficient  proof  of  the  skill  with  which  the  material 
at  hand  was  managed,  not  only  in  the  mating  of  hounds 
but  in  the  rearing  of  them.  And  in  reviewing  the  situation 
it  must  never  be  forgotten  that  to  get  a  first-rate  pack  of 
foxhounds  established  it  has  always  been  considered  neces¬ 
sary  by  competent  authorities  to  breed  extensively  and  to 
draft  carefully  and  freely. 

The  last  three  years  of  the  Peterborough  Hound  Show 
are  deserving  of  a  little  consideration  in  connexion  with  the 
hound  supply.  In  1921  there  was  a  falling  off  in  the  number 
of  packs  represented,  and  not  since  the  early  days  of  the 
hound  shows  has  there  been  such  a  small  total.  Yet, 
though  there  were  only  fifteen  packs  represented,  there 
were  four  packs  which  had  not  appeared  at  Peterborough 
for  many  a  day.  These  were  the  Lauderdale,  Lord  Port- 
man’s,  Major  Smith  Bosanquet’s  and  the  South  Durham. 

In  1922  there  were  twenty  packs  represented,  of  which 
half  were  new-comers  or  were  returning  to  the  show  after  an 
absence  of  some  years.  These  were  the  Old  Berkshire,  the 
Blankney,  the  Cattistock,  the  Fitzwilliam  (Wentworth),  the 
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Grafton,  the  Hurworth  (first  time  since  1914),  the  Percy,  the 
South  Tettcott,  the  South  Stafford  and  the  West  Somerset. 

In  1923  there  were  twenty-nine  packs  represented,  and 
of  these  ten  were  new-comers.  These  were  the  Badsworth, 
the  Blackmore  Vale,  the  Cleveland  (first  time  since  1914), 
the  Croome,  the  Dumfriesshire,  the  Fitzwilliam  (Grove), 
the  Holderness,  the  South  Dorset,  the  West  Kent  and  the 
Zetland  (first  time  since  1914). 

In  the  four  years  from  1920  to  1923  inclusive  forty-two 
packs  of  hounds,  hailing  from  north,  south,  east  and  west, 
have  been  represented  at  the  Peterborough  Hound  Show, 
within  a  fraction  of  twenty-five  per  cent  of  the  total  number 
of  packs  of  hounds  in  the  country.  Can  there  be  a  better 
proof  of  the  skill,  perseverance  and  camaraderie  of  the  fox- 
hunter  than  this  ?  For  I  have  always  found  hound-breeders 
ready  to  talk  of  their  experiences  and  do  everything  in 
their  power  to  help  a  good  cause  forward. 

We  have  seen  what  the  hound  show  has  done,  and  the 
question  may  be  asked  whether  some  more  of  them  might 
not  be  established  to  a  good  purpose.  I  have  already  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  Yorkshire  Show,  and  there  is  also  the  Welsh 
Show,  held  at  the  Royal  Welsh  Agricultural  Society’s  Show. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Reigate  Show  will  be  revived, 
and  another  hound  show  or  two  covering  limited  areas 
could  not  fail  to  do  good.  The  hound  show  is  not  likely  to 
increase  to  a  very  great  extent.  Practically,  July  is  the  only 
month  in  the  year  in  which  hound  shows  on  proper  lines 
are  practicable,  for  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  rules 
which  apply  to  puppy  shows  will  not  be  found  applicable 
to  the  hound  show  at  which  all  ages  are  exhibited.  So  the 
necessary  shortness  of  the  hound  show  season  will  always 
prevent  a  superabundance  of  them,  and  sportsmen  are  not 
likely  to  breed  hounds  for  what  are  known  as  show  points. 

There  is  another  reason  why  another  hound  show  or 
two  in  different  parts  of  the  country  would  do  good,  and 
that  is  that  they  would  tend  to  bring  hunting  men  more 
together  and  so  tend  to  strengthen  the  position  of  our 
great  national  sport. 


CHAPTER  IX 


THE  HORSE  SHOW  AND  ITS  LESSONS 

Between  two  horses,  which  doth  bear  him  best 
I  have  perhaps  some  shallow  spirit  of  judgment. 

King  Henry  VI.  Part  I 

f  I  ^HOSE  of  us  who  remember  the  development  of 
I  the  horse  show  and  the  gradual  disappearance 

||  of  the  high-class  hunter  in  favour  of  the  so-called 

“  fashionable  ”  horse  cannot  fail  to  be  gratified  by 
the  great  change  for  the  better  which  has  taken  place  since 
the  war.  The  change  is  so  considerable  and  so  far-reaching 
in  its  effects  that  it  certainly  calls  for  some  notice. 

The  curious  thing  about  the  change  in  these  days  of  noisy 
clamour  is  that  it  has  been  brought  about  silently.  There 
has  been  no  discussion  ;  there  has  been  no  idle  theorising  ; 
but  a  different  kind  of  horse  has  come  into  the  show-ring, 
and  he  has  been  thoroughly  appreciated  by  those  whose 
opinions  are  best  worth  having. 

In  the  early  days  of  showing  hunters  in  saddle  the 
classes  were  made  up  of  horses  that  would  carry  a  man 
fast  and  far.  Then  came  the  demand  for  a  big,  command¬ 
ing-looking  horse,  practically  of  the  charger  type.  There 
were  plenty  of  horses  shown  that  would  carry  a  man  in  a 
good  place  with  hounds,  it  is  true ;  but  the  great  winners 
were  scarcely  like  carrying  a  hard-riding  man  where  he 
would  wish  to  be  if  hounds  ran  hard  over  a  big  country. 
There  were  indeed  some  that  I  knew  that  had  never  really 
been  trained  as  hunters  ;  had  never  been  taught  how  to 
jump  over  an  ordinary  fence.  How  many  fashionable 
hunters  could  be  found  in  the  ’eighties  and  ’nineties  that 
could  win  one  point-to-point  race  after  another  as  Jorrocks 
f  65 
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has  done,  and  at  the  same  time  win  one  champion  prize 
after  another  at  leading  shows  ? 

Any  improvement  in  horse-breeding  must  of  necessity 
proceed  slowly,  and  in  looking  back  over  the  last  half  cen¬ 
tury  we  see  that  for  many  years  little  progress  was  made. 
When  Lord  Rosebery's  Commission  sat  on  the  horse- 
breeding  question  the  position  seemed  nearly  hopeless,  and 
it  was  some  time  before  the  institution  of  the  Premium 
Stallion  system  seemed  to  have  any  tangible  results.  There 
seemed  to  come  a  sudden  improvement  after  the  war,  but 
perhaps  the  suddenness  was  more  apparent  than  real. 
Shows  were  few  and  far  between  from  1915  to  1918,  and 
in  four  years  much  can  happen.  My  own  opinion  is  that 
the  good  work  done  by  the  Hunters  Improvement  Society 
and  the  Premium  Stallion  system  was  steadily  bringing 
about  a  better  state  of  things,  and  that  the  necessary 
abandonment  of  shows  for  a  few  years  emphasised  the  im¬ 
provement  that  had  been  made. 

Gradually,  too,  judges  began  to  favour  another  type. 
Prizes  were  given  to  horses  of  pronounced  hunter  type, 
and  the  tall  flashy  riding-horse  has  gradually  decreased  in 
number,  if  he  has  not  disappeared  altogether. 

A  careful  examination  of  the  hunter  classes  at  all  the  lead¬ 
ing  shows  during  the  last  few  years  brings  some  important 
facts  to  light  which  may  be  briefly  alluded  to .  The  improve¬ 
ment  in  type  to  which  reference  has  been  made  has  been 
accompanied  by  an  evenness  of  quality  and  character  in  the 
exhibits  to  which  our  showyards  were  for  very  many  years 
strangers.  This  evenness  of  type  has  increased  year  after 
year,  and  in  what  are  termed  the  breeding  classes — the 
classes,  that  is,  from  one  to  three  years  old  shown  in  hand — 
it  has  been  a  very  marked  feature  since  showing  got  well 
into  swing  again,  say  from  1919  onwards. 

And  it  is  still  maintained  as  the  horses  grow  older, 
though  naturally  it  is  not  quite  so  much  in  evidence,  work 
telling  its  tale,  as  it  always  will  do.  Still,  it  has  been  very 
remarkable  last  year  how  horses  in  the  riding  classes  have 
gone  on  beating  each  other,  and  there  can  be  no  surer  sign 
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that  a  sound  type  has  at  last  been  formed,  and  that  we 
have  got  with  our  horses,  as  we  have  with  our  hounds,  a 
good  and  reliable  sort  for  the  task  that  is  required  of  them. 

Having  got  the  type,  or  at  any  rate  an  assimilation  of  it, 
for  it  would  be  absurd  to  say  that  we  have  reached  per¬ 
fection  and  that  there  are  no  more  fields  to  conquer,  it 
now  remains  for  us  to  maintain  and,  where  possible,  im¬ 
prove  it.  It  is  a  well-known  fact  in  connexion  with  horse- 
breeding  that  it  is  far  easier  to  lose  a  type  than  to  make 
one,  and  as  we  now  seem  to  have  got  a  fairly  good  type, 
and,  what  is  more  to  the  purpose,  an  improving  one,  future 
crossing  should  be  as  much  as  possible  on  the  same  lines 
as  have  been  found  successful  in  the  past,  taking  care  when 
possible  to  improve  in  the  direction  of  past  successes. 

There  is  a  difficulty,  however,  which  is  no  little  one, 
and  that  is,  where  are  the  breeders  to  come  from  ?  The 
time  is  not  far  distant  when  horses  will  be  more  wanted 
than  they  are  at  present.  It  has  already  been  pointed  out 
that  there  is  not  a  great  prospect  of  farmers  going  in  very 
much  more  for  hunter-breeding  than  they  are  doing.  A 
few  of  the  best  dealing  men  may  perhaps  increase  their 
operations  in  this  direction,  and  we  might  have  the  ranks 
of  breeders  increased  by  the  addition  of  some  keen 
amateurs.  There  are  many  such  who  breed  high-class 
horses,  and  we  could  do  very  well  with  more. 

But  a  word  of  warning  may  be  given  to  the  beginners. 
If  you  commence  breeding,  never  be  influenced  by  senti¬ 
ment.  It  is  fatal  in  a  breeding  establishment.  And  the 
curious  thing  is  that  somewhere  there  is  sure  to  be  instances 
which  will  refute  the  most  carefully  thought  out  theories. 
One  occurs  to  the  memory  at  the  moment.  I  was  about  to 
say,  Never  breed  off  an  old  mare  that  has  seen  a  lot  of 
service.  And  as  I  was  about  to  write  the  words  I  remem¬ 
bered  a  mare  I  had  seen  not  very  long  ago.  She  had  carried 
a  hunt  servant  till  she  was  seventeen  years  old,  when  she 
was  put  to  the  stud.  She  had  her  first  foal  when  twenty 
years  old,  and  a  very  fine  foal  it  is,  and  she  won  in  a  good 
class  of  brood  mares  at  an  important  show.  Still,  it  is  the 
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exception  that  proves  the  rule,  and  notwithstanding  this 
example  to  the  contrary  I  repeat  my  warning,  Don’t  breed 
from  old  worn-out  mares.  Of  course,  when  a  mare  has 
been  breeding  for  some  years  her  age  is  not  a  matter  of  so 
much  moment.  Alice  Hawthorn  was  nineteen  years  old 
when  she  bred  Thormanby,  but  he  was  her  eighth  foal  and 
she  had  missed  three  times. 

Far  better  than  breeding  from  an  old  worn  mare  is  it  to 
breed  from  a  young  filly,  even  before  she  is  broken.  I 
knew  a  man  who  had  two  three-year-old  fillies  which  he 
mated  with  a  thoroughbred  horse.  When  the  foals  were 
weaned  he  broke  the  mares  in  and  sold  them  at  good  prices, 
averaging  £150  each.  Their  foals  made  more  money  at 
the  same  age. 

There  is  another  good  reason  why  the  amateur  should 
breed  a  hunter  or  two.  It  will  draw  his  or  her  attention 
to  many  interesting  facts  about  horses  ;  it  will  make  them 
keener,  and  the  more  they  learn  the  more  they  will  want 
to  learn. 

I  think  our  position  as  a  light  horse-breeding  country 
has  not  been  in  such  a  satisfactory  state  for  many  years, 
and  it  is  our  duty  and  our  interest  to  keep  up  and  improve 
the  standard.  And  everyone  living  in  the  country  can  do 
his  little  bit  to  help  if  he  will. 


CHAPTER  X 


HOUNDS  AND  HOUND  SHOWS 

SCIENTIFIC  hound  -  breeding  dates  from  the 
earliest  times.  James  I  wrote  to  his  favourite, 
Buckingham,  thanking  him  for  breeding  him  “  so 
fyne  a  kennell  of  yong  howndes.  All  of  thaime 
runne  together  in  a  lumpe  both  at  sente  and  veue.,,  And 
Buckingham’s  skill  descended  to  his  son,  for  that  gentle¬ 
man,  writing  to  Lord  Rochester  in  1674,  says,  “  If  Your 
Lordship  will  give  me  leave  I  shall  immediately  wayte  upon 
you  with  the  best  pack  of  hownds  that  ever  ran  upon 
English  ground.”  It  was  about  this  time  that  hound¬ 
breeding  was  successfully  carried  on  at  Belvoir,  at  Bad¬ 
minton  and  at  Brocklesby,  and  a  tradition  established  which 
it  is  to  be  hoped  will  remain  and  be  maintained  at  these 
strongholds  of  the  chase  to  the  end  of  time.  The  Lowthers, 
John  Warde  of  Squerries,  George  Osbaldeston  and  other 
famous  sportsmen  did  yeoman  service  to  hound-breeding, 
and  there  was  a  fine  foundation  for  the  sportsmen  of  the 
nineteenth  century  to  work  upon. 

That  they  did  their  work  well  there  is  no  denying  ;  and 
that  famous  sportsman  like  Tom  Hodgson  of  Holderness 
and  Charles  Wicksted  of  Betley  showed  their  hounds 
against  each  other,  with  Ralph  Lambton  to  judge  them,  I 
have  shown  elsewhere.1  But  it  was  not  till  the  middle  of 
the  nineteenth  century  was  well  turned  that  the  hound 
shows  as  we  now  know  it  came  into  existence.  This  was 
due  to  the  initiative  of  Mr.  Thomas  Parrington  and  his 
friends  of  the  Council  of  the  Cleveland  Agricultural  Society. 
The  first  hound  show  was  held  at  Redcar  in  1859,  and  it 
was  a  great  success.  Indeed,  it  was  manifest  from  the  first 
that  the  hound  show  was  wanted,  and  badly  wanted.  Some 

1  Hunting  in  the  Olden  Days ,  p.  295. 
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day  perhaps  the  history  of  the  hound  show  may  be  written, 
but  this  is  not  the  place  to  enter  into  particulars  respecting 
its  development.  I  may  say,  however,  that  I  remember 
very  well  the  second  show  which  was  held  at  Middles¬ 
brough  in  i860.  I  remember  the  hounds  that  did  not  win 
as  well  as  those  that  did,  and  when  I  come  to  compare  them 
with  the  hounds  that  were  shown  at  Peterborough  in  July 
(1924)  it  is  difficult  to  explain  how  great  has  been  the  im¬ 
provement  in  hounds  during  the  period. 

That  this  improvement  was  due  in  a  great  measure  to 
the  development  of  the  show  system  is  undoubted.  As 
time  went  on  it  was  evident  that  to  breed  hounds  up  to  a 
high  standard  a  great  many  hounds  must  be  bred,  so  that 
there  should  be  plenty  to  choose  from,  and  this  large 
increase  in  the  number  of  hounds  bred  led  to  the  increase 
of  puppy  walks  and  the  development  of  puppy  shows. 
There  were  few  of  these  in  the  middle  of  the  nineteenth 
century  ;  by  the  end  of  it  they  were  practically  universal. 

I  have  already  referred  to  the  consolidation  of  many — 
indeed,  most  of  the  hunts  that  hunt  the  rough  countries. 
This  naturally  brought  about  improvements  in  hound¬ 
breeding,  and  the  foxhound  at  the  time  the  war  broke  out 
was  the  embodiment  of  grace  and  vigour.  Neither  had  he 
lost  his  nose  nor  his  drive — indeed,  he  was  improved  in  both 
respects,  for,  after  all,  as  an  old  huntsman  put  it,  “  it  was 
his  business  to  ketch  foxes,”  and  to  their  credit  be  it  said 
our  hound-breeders  did  not  lose  sight  of  the  essentials  in 
the  pursuit  of  mere  “  show  points.” 

There  was  a  short  hiatus  in  the  history  of  the  hound 
show.  The  Cleveland  gave  it  up,  and  after  two  or  three 
years  the  Yorkshire  Agricultural  Society  took  hold  of  it  and 
carried  it  on  till  1877,  when  it  was  turned  over  to  Peter¬ 
borough,  where  it  has  been  held  ever  since.  How  skilfully 
hounds  have  been  bred  during  the  last  half-century  or  more 
is  sufficiently  proved  by  the  hounds  we  see  about  us  now, 
and  by  the  enormous  difficulties  which  have  been  success¬ 
fully  encountered.  When  the  war  broke  out  it  was  suffi¬ 
ciently  obvious  that  the  social  life  of  the  country  must 
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undergo  a  great  change  and  that  sport  was  sure  to  be 
seriously  affected.  How  nearly  hunting  “  went  out  ” 
altogether  is  realised  by  very  few.  The  late  Mr.  H.  E. 
Preston,  writing  me  on  the  subject,  said  that  hunting  men 
owed  a  deep  debt  of  gratitude  to  Sir  W.  Buxton  for  his 
broad-mindedness  and  his  skill,  and  there  is  not  a  doubt 
but  he  was  correct  in  what  he  said.  It  was  the  shortage  of 
wheat  and  meal  which  was  the  practical  difficulty,  and  this 
could  only  be  met  by  reducing  the  number  of  hounds.  A 
large  number  of  high-class  hounds  were  sent  out  of  the 
country,  and  many  were  put  down,  and  of  course  fewer 
were  bred.  There  was  also  another  danger,  one  which  is 
always  more  or  less  with  us  in  this  country — the  sentimental 
crank  who  talks  intolerable  nonsense  in  order  that  he  may 
be  able  to  dominate  over  his  neighbour.  Sometimes  he 
succeeds,  and  it  is  generally  when  there  is  some  period  of 
stress  to  excite  the  people  and  get  them  to  listen  to  his 
nonsense.  Thanks,  however,  to  Sir  W.  Buxton  and  the 
way  in  which  masters  of  hounds  met  him  in  the  matter  of 
decreasing  the  number  of  hounds  the  crank  had  not  much 
opportunity  to  exercise  his  favourite  calling  this  time. 

It  was  in  1917  that  the  number  of  hounds  was  so  materially 
reduced,  and  to  show  how  serious  the  reduction  was,  a 
comparative  table  of  a  few  of  the  leading  packs  will  be  given. 
An  addition  will  be  made  giving  the  number  of  hounds  in 
each  kennel  in  the  season  1923-24. 
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So  in  the  thirteen  packs  chosen  at  random  there  were 
764^  couple  of  hounds  in  1 914-15,  485  couple  in  1917-18 
and  653^  couple  in  1923-24 — still  111  couple  short  of  the 
1 9 14-15  total.  But  what  strikes  one  as  very  remarkable  is 
that,  though  there  has  been  such  a  cutting  down  of  numbers 
as  indicated  above,  the  quality  and  character  of  the  hounds 
are  maintained  practically  at  the  same  high  level  as  obtained 
ten  years  ago,  and  this  shows  how  carefully  hound-breeding 
has  been  carried  on  for  a  long  period. 

How  this  very  desirable  end  has  been  achieved  is  no 
doubt  connected  closely  with  the  showing,  and  I  propose 
to  give  a  brief  account  of  the  last  Peterborough  Show  before 
the  war  and  of  those  which  have  taken  place  since,  as  I  think 
they  have  an  important  bearing  upon  the  subject  of  this 
book. 

In  1914  twenty-two  packs  of  hounds  were  represented, 
viz.  the  Atherstone,  the  Duke  of  Beaufort’s,  the  Bedale, 
the  Berwickshire,  the  Cambridgeshire,  the  Cleveland,  the 
Essex  Union,  the  Fitzwilliam  (Milton),  the  Hurworth,  the 
Ledbury,  the  Linlithgow  and  Stirlingshire,  the  Muskerry, 
the  Oakley,  the  South  Oxfordshire,  the  Puckeridge,  the 
Southdown,  the  South  Stafford,  the  Suffolk,  the  Warwick¬ 
shire,  the  North  Warwickshire,  the  Worcestershire  and  the 
Zetland.  The  entries  of  dog  hounds  numbered  48^  couple, 
and  of  bitches  there  were  43^  couple. 

The  class  for  couple  of  unentered  dog  hounds  had  thirteen 
entries,  and  the  winning  couple  hailed  from  a  pack  that  had 
not  won  a  first  prize  at  Peterborough  since  1909.  This  was 
the  Cambridgeshire  Samson  by  Windsor,  d.  Scandal  by 
Vandyke,  and  Diver  by  Windsor,  d.  Daring  by  Dashwood. 
The  Zetland  were  a  good  second  with  Watchman  by 
Trimbush,  d.  Wasteful  by  Cottesmore  Sergeant,  and  War- 
lock  by  Tynedale  Voyager,  d.  Watchful  by  Collier.  The 
Essex  Union  Rhetoric  by  Essex  Comrade,  d.  Rhapsody  by 
Oakley  Rhymer,  won  the  special  prize  for  the  best  single 
hound  in  the  class,  and  he  also  won  first  prize  in  the  class 
for  unentered  hounds  whelped  since  December  1st,  1912, 
from  a  pack  that  has  not  won  a  first  prize  at  Peterborough 
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since  1909.  The  Cambridgeshire  Samson,  whose  pedigree 
is  given  above,  was  a  very  good  second  in  a  class  of  fourteen. 
Nothing  could  show  better  the  excellent  lines  upon  which 
foxhound-breeding  had  been  conducted  for  many  years 
than  the  facts  above  related.  There  is  a  pack  of  hounds 
which  not  only  wins  in  the  special  class  for  packs  which 
have  not  taken  a  prize  for  five  years,  but  actually  wins  in 
an  open  class  against  all  comers,  which  shows  that  breeding 
has  been  carefully  and  skilfully  attended  to  in  most  kennels. 
There  were  ten  entries  in  the  class  for  the  best  two  couple 
of  dog  hounds,  no  hound  being  older  than  a  seven-season 
hunter.  Here  the  Duke  of  Beaufort  won  with  Cardinal 
by  Challenger,  d.  Waitress  by  Belvoir  Warlaby,  Coxcomb 
by  Weathergauge,  d.  Charity  by  Belvoir  Chanter,  Wanderer 
and  Waterloo  by  Curraghmore  Warwick,  d.  Tawdry  by 
Talisman.  They  were  all  two-season  hunters  and  were  a 
fine  sorty  lot,  full  of  quality,  very  symmetrical  and  carrying 
their  bone  well  down.  The  Oakley  Sailor  (1st  season)  by 
Gamester,  d.  Sceptic  by  Heythrop  Solomon,  Chorister 
(3rd  season)  by  Banker,  d.  Crystal  by  Chancellor,  Norman 
(2nd  season)  by  Belvoir  Nestor,  d.  Sparkle  by  Herts 
Sampler,  and  Wiseman  (1st  season)  by  Despot,  d.  Wisdom 
by  Belvoir  Warlaby,  were  second.  In  a  strong  class  of 
stallion  hounds  not  less  than  a  two-season  hunter  the 
Fitzwilliam  (Milton)  Wiseman  by  Belsize,  d.  Wilful  by 
Founder,  was  the  winner,  with  the  Zetland  Trimbush,  a 
four-season  hunter  by  Belvoir  Vulcan,  d.  Tragic  by  Trader, 
a  very  good  second.  The  champion  cup  for  dog  hounds 
went  to  the  Fitzwilliam  Wiseman. 

There  were  eleven  entries  in  the  class  for  the  best 
couple  of  unentered  bitches,  and  first  prize  went  to  the 
Atherstone  Value  and  Vandal,  litter  sisters  by  Dividend, 
d.  Valerie  by  Turpin.  They  were  a  very  smart  couple,  full 
of  quality,  and  looked  like  slipping  along.  So  did  the  Duke 
of  Beaufort’s  second  prize  couple,  Glowworm  by  Pytchley 
Rupert, d. Gertrude  by  Drayman,  and  Parasol  by  Challenger, 
d.  Primrose  by  Primate.  The  special  prize  for  the  best 
single  hound  in  this  class  went  to  the  Fitzwilliam  Wisdom 
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by  Wiseman,  the  champion  dog  hound.  In  the  class  for  the 
best  unentered  bitch  coming  from  a  pack  which  had  not 
taken  a  first  prize  at  Peterborough  since  1909,  the  North 
Warwickshire  Vapour  by  Heythrop  Vampire,  d.  Rakish  by 
Rambler,  was  the  winner,  with  the  Ledbury  Betsy  by 
Baronet,  d.  Wakeful  by  Belvoir  Warlock,  second.  The 
North  Warwickshire  won  in  the  class  for  the  best  two 
couple  of  entered  bitches  with  Artful  (1st  season)  by 
Atherstone  Contest,  d.  Alpha  by  Warwickshire  Artifice, 
Wallflower  (1st  season)  by  Waterford  Warwick,  d.  Remedy 
by  Belvoir  Reveller,  Remedy  (3rd  season)  by  Belvoir 
Reveller,  d.  Wasteful  by  Wonder,  and  Rakish  (4th  season) 
by  Belvoir  Ragman,  d.  Thoughtful  by  Atherstone  Traveller. 
The  second  prize  in  this  class  went  to  the  Atherstone 
Cheery  (2nd  season)  by  Belvoir  Chimer,  d.  Dinah  by 
Denizen,  Wary  (2nd  season)  by  Dolphin,  d.  Welkin  by 
Belvoir  Weaver,  Tariff  (1st  season)  by  Dolphin,  d.  Talent 
by  Vivian,  and  Vanity  by  Cardinal,  d.  Valerie  by  Turpin. 
In  the  class  for  brood  bitches  not  less  than  a  two-season 
hunter  and  certified  to  be  the  dam  of  living  puppies  there 
were  fifteen  entries.  The  first  prize  went  to  the  Ledbury 
Rapture  by  Rasper,  d.  Wexford  Rattle  by  Their  Roman, 
and  second  prize  went  to  the  Cambridgeshire  Driblet  by 
Meynell  Whynot,  d.  Dairymaid  by  Belvoir  Daystar.  Both 
these  bitches,  it  will  be  noted,  belong  to  packs  which  had 
not  taken  a  first  prize  at  the  show  since  1909.  The  cham¬ 
pion  cup  for  the  best  bitch  went  to  the  Duke  of  Beaufort’s 
Caroline  by  Challenger,  d.  Waitress  by  Belvoir  Warlaby, 
with  the  Ledbury  Rapture  reserve. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  brief  summary  of  the 
Peterborough  Show  of  1914  that  the  position  of  the  fox¬ 
hound  in  the  country  was  a  thoroughly  sound  one,  and  that 
all  over  the  country  we  had  plenty  of  highly  bred  fox¬ 
hounds  to  keep  up  the  standard  to  the  level  that  it  had 
reached.  Well  was  it  that  such  pains  had  been  taken  to 
keep  hounds  up  to  this  level,  for  the  time  of  trial  was  at 
hand.  Of  course,  there  was  no  hound  show  at  Peter¬ 
borough  in  1915  ;  there  was  something  else  to  do.  But 
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the  various  countries  were  hunted  season  after  season, 
though  in  a  rough-and-ready  way,  which  had  the  future 
of  the  sport  as  its  main  objective.  Then  came  the  weeding 
out  of  the  kennels,  to  which  reference  has  already  been 
made,  and  it  was  not  until  1920,  after  a  lapse  of  six  years, 
that  a  hound  show  was  held  again  at  Peterborough. 

At  this  show  eighteen  packs  were  represented,  viz.  the 
Atherstone,  the  Duke  of  Beaufort’s,  the  Cambridgeshire, 
the  Fitzwilliam  (Milton),  the  Ledbury,  the  Linlithgow  and 
Stirlingshire,  the  Oakley,  the  Southdown,  the  North  War¬ 
wickshire,  the  Avon  Vale,  Lord  Eglinton’s,  the  Fernie, 
Lord  Middleton’s,  the  Morpeth,  the  Newmarket  and 
Thurlow,  the  V.W.H.  (Cirencester),  the  V.W.H.  (Crick- 
lade)  and  the  York  and  Ainsty.  It  will  be  noticed  that 
exactly  half  of  the  packs  represented  were  not  represented 
in  1914  and  that  some  of  these  were  good  winners.  There 
were  36!  couple  of  dog  hounds  and  45  couple  of  bitches 
shown,  which  must  be  considered  as  a  wonderful  entry, 
considering  the  way  in  which  the  kennels  in  the  country 
had  been  depleted  to  meet  the  emergency  of  the  times. 

In  the  class  for  the  best  couple  of  unentered  dog  hounds 
the  Duke  of  Beaufort’s  Windsor  and  Warlaby  won.  The 
former  was  by  Belvoir  Wicklow,  d .  Columbine  by  Challenger, 
and  the  latter  was  by  Captain,  d.  Waspish  by  Milton  Wise¬ 
man,  the  winning  stallion  hound  and  champion  of  1914. 
The  second  prize  couple  were  the  V.W.H.  (Cricklade) 
Violence  by  Beaufort  Woodman,  d.  Vital  by  Cato,  and 
Vintner  by  Sailor,  d.  Violet.  The  special  prize  for  the  best 
single  hound  in  this  class  went  to  the  Fitzwilliam  (Milton) 
Warwick  by  Warbler,  d.  Luminous  by  Wiseman.  It  should 
be  added  that  there  were  nine  entries  in  the  class  for  un¬ 
entered  couple  of  dog  hounds.  There  were  two  new 
classes  in  the  1920  programme,  or  perhaps  it  would  be 
more  correct  to  say  that  the  conditions  in  two  classes  were 
changed  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  times.  The 
classes  for  hounds  coming  from  a  pack  which  had  not  taken 
a  first  prize  at  Peterborough  for  five  years  were  struck  out, 
and  in  their  place  were  classes  for  single  hounds  whelped 
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after  December  ist,  1915,  and  entered  in  1917,  1918  or 
1919.  In  the  class  for  dog  hounds  there  were  nineteen 
entries,  twelve  packs  being  represented.  The  Linlithgow 
and  Stirlingshire  Raider  by  Cheshire  Sergeant,  d.  Remedy 
by  Factor,  was  the  winner,  with  the  Fernie  Conqueror  by 
Belvoir  Comus,  d.  Rakish  by  Belvoir  Ragman,  second. 
Both  were  third-season  hunters.  The  class  for  the  best 
couple  of  entered  hounds — it  will  be  noticed  that  it  was 
found  necessary  to  make  the  conditions  for  one  couple 
instead  of  two  as  had  formerly  obtained — had  an  entry  of 
eleven.  The  Fernie  Conqueror,  whose  pedigree  is  given 
above,  and  Chider  by  Belvoir  Chimer,  d.  Rosebud  by 
Belvoir  Rioter,  were  the  winning  couple,  with  the  Linlith¬ 
gow  and  Stirlingshire  Chimer  by  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch’s 
Wafer,  d.  Columbine  by  Corporal,  and  Raider,  whose 
pedigree  is  given  above,  second.  In  the  class  for  stallion 
hounds,  in  which  there  were  fourteen  entries,  the  Lin¬ 
lithgow  and  Stirlingshire  Raider  was  again  to  the  fore,  with 
the  Duke  of  Beaufort’s  Whipcord  by  Cardinal,  d.  Belvoir 
Wishful  by  Their  Wizard,  second.  The  Linlithgow  and 
Stirlingshire  Raider  was  the  champion  dog  hound,  with  the 
Fernie  Conqueror  reserve.  The  class  for  the  best  couple 
of  unentered  bitches  had  eleven  entries.  The  North  War¬ 
wickshire  Rally  by  Lifter,  d.  Rancour  by  Rally  wood,  and 
Gaily  by  Rambler,  d.  Heythrop  Gamely  by  Their  Garnley, 
were  first,  with  the  Duke  of  Beaufort’s  Wilful  by  Wood¬ 
man,  d.  Belvoir  Wishful,  and  Wily  by  Belvoir  Wicklow, 
d.  Columbine  by  Challenger,  second.  The  special  prize 
for  the  best  single  hound  in  the  class  was  won  by  the 
North  Warwickshire  Rally.  In  the  class  for  the  best  bitch 
hound  whelped  after  December  ist,  1915,  and  entered 
in  1917,  1918  or  1919,  there  were  seventeen  entries.  The 
Atherstone  Ringlet  by  Sindbad,  d.  Rosebud  by  North 
Warwickshire  Rallywood,  was  the  winner,  with  Lord 
Eglinton’s  Sensitive  by  Cheshire  Sergeant,  d.  Linlithgow 
and  Stirlingshire  Festive  by  Their  Factor  a  good  second. 
The  winner  was  a  third-season  bitch,  and  the  second  a 
second-season  bitch.  The  class  for  entered  bitch  hounds 
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was  on  the  old  lines,  viz.  for  the  best  two  couple,  and  it  was 
very  gratifying  to  see  such  a  good  class.  For  there  were 
nine  entries,  and  a  very  level,  good-looking  lot  it  was  that 
came  before  the  judges.  The  Fitzwilliam  (Milton)  Con¬ 
stance  by  Comus,  d.  Willing  by  Merman,  Glowworm  by 
Glider,  d.  Bravery  by  Brusher,  Luminous  by  Wiseman,  d. 
Lustful  by  Rector,  and  Witness  by  Wiseman,  d.  Hardware 
by  Merman,  were  the  winners,  with  the  Duke  of  Beaufort’s 
Fairmaid  by  Firebrand,  d.  Parasite  by  Challenger,  Restive 
by  Waterford,  d.  Redwing  by  Belvoir  Reveller,  Rumour  by 
Cardinal,  d.  Belvoir  Russet  by  Their  Ragman,  and  Lilian 
by  Belvoir  Sinbad,  d.  Lissome  by  Firebrand,  second.  There 
were  eighteen  entries  in  the  class  for  brood  bitches,  and 
the  first  prize  went  to  the  Atherstone  Ringlet,  whose 
pedigree  has  already  been  given.  The  Fitzwilliam  (Milton) 
Luminous  was  second.  The  champion  bitch  hound  was 
the  Duke  of  Beaufort’s  Rumour,  with  the  Atherstone 
Ringlet  reserve.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the  Milton  Wiseman 
blood  was  very  prominent. 

At  the  show  of  1921  only  fifteen  packs  were  represented. 
This  was  a  decrease  of  four  packs,  and  it  could  scarcely  be 
expected  that  matters  would  swing  round  into  the  old 
track  at  once.  There  were  thirty-two  couple  of  dog  hounds 
and  thirty-two  couple  of  bitches,  which  must  be  regarded 
as  very  satisfactory  under  the  conditions  which  had  pre¬ 
vailed.  The  packs  represented  were  the  Atherstone,  the 
Duke  of  Beaufort’s,  the  Cambridgeshire,  the  Fitzwilliam 
(Milton),  the  Linlithgow  and  Stirlingshire,  the  North 
Warwickshire,  Lord  Eglinton’s,  the  Fernie,  the  New¬ 
market  and  Thurlow,  the  V.W.H.  (Cirencester),  the  V.W.H. 
(Cricklade),  the  Lauderdale,  Lord  Portman’s,  Major  Smith 
Bosanquet’s  and  the  South  Durham,  the  last  four  being 
new-comers. 

In  the  class  for  the  best  couple  of  unentered  dog  hounds 
there  were  ten  entries,  and  the  Duke  of  Beaufort’s  Remus 
and  Regent  by  Patron,  d.  Redwing  by  Belvoir  Reveller, 
were  first,  with  the  Cambridgeshire  Rummager  by  Oakley 
Rataplan,  d.  Custard  by  Belvoir  Craftsman,  and  Chanter  by 
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Collier,  d.  Crafty  by  Belvoir  Chanter,  second.  The  special 
prize  for  the  best  single  hound  in  this  class  was  won  by 
the  North  Warwickshire  Spaniard  by  the  Heythrop 
Spaniard,  d.  Zetland  Risky  by  Their  Trampler.  In  what, 
for  the  sake  of  brevity,  one  may  perhaps  be  allowed  to  call 
the  novice  class  the  old  conditions  again  prevailed,  and  the 
prizes  were  for  the  best  unentered  hounds  whelped  since 
December  ist,  1919,  coming  from  a  pack  that  had  not  won 
a  first  prize  at  Peterborough  since  1912.  The  revival  of 
the  class  was  a  wise  policy,  but  at  the  first  revival  a  large 
entry  could  not  be  looked  for,  and  as  a  matter  of  fact  there 
were  only  four  entries.  The  V.W.H.  (Cirencester)  won 
with  Woldsman  by  Belvoir  Wolsey,  d.  Brahma  by  Plunder, 
and  Their  Sampler  by  Belvoir  Sampler,  d.  Sago  by  Samson, 
was  second.  The  class  for  entered  dog  hounds  was  again 
restored  to  the  customary  two  couple,  and  a  very  satisfactory 
entry  under  the  circumstances  resulted,  there  being  eight 
entries.  The  first  prize  went  to  the  Fernie  Roman  by 
Belvoir  Roderick,  d.  Rival  by  Belvoir  Rioter,  Conqueror 
by  Belvoir  Comus,  d.  Rakish  by  Belvoir  Ragman,  Rustic  by 
Belvoir  Wicklow,  d.  Ruthful  by  Belvoir  Roderick,  and 
Noble  by  Roderick,  d.  Notable  by  Belvoir  Nominal.  The 
Duke  of  Beaufort’s  Captain  by  Cardinal,  d.  Flourish  by 
Firebrand,  Watchman  and  Warlaby  by  Captain,  d.  Waspish 
by  Milton  Wiseman,  and  Whipcord  by  Cardinal,  d.  Belvoir 
Wishful  by  Their  Wizard,  were  the  second  prize  two  couple. 
The  class  for  stallion  hounds  had  seven  entries.  Lord 
Portman  was  first  with  Rodney  by  Guardian,  d.  Rosy  by 
Palafox,  and  the  Newmarket  and  Thurlow  were  second 
with  Charger  by  Belvoir  Charter,  d.  Harriet  by  Belvoir 
Harper.  The  champion  dog  hound  was  the  Fernie  Con¬ 
queror,  with  the  Duke  of  Beaufort’s  Watchman  reserve. 

There  were  half  a  dozen  entries  in  the  class  for  the  best 
couple  of  unentered  bitches,  first  prize  in  which  went  to 
the  South  Durham  Lilly  and  Litigate,  a  smart  couple  of 
litter  sisters  by  Cleveland  Vulcan,  d.  Lively  by  Morpeth 
Logic.  The  Duke  of  Beaufort’s  Wasteful  and  Wayward 
by  Belvoir  Wolsey,  d.  Watchful  by  Paladin,  were  second. 
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The  special  prize  for  the  best  single  hound  in  this  class  was 
won  by  the  South  Durham  Litigate.  The  class  for  the  best 
unentered  bitch  hound  whelped  since  December  ist,  1919, 
coming  from  a  pack  which  had  not  won  a  first  prize  at 
Peterborough  since  1912,  had  five  entries,  the  South 
Durham  taking  first  and  second  prizes  with  Litigate  and 
Lilly.  The  class  for  the  best  two  couple  of  entered  bitches 
had  an  entry  of  nine.  The  Duke  of  Beaufort  was  first  with 
Welcome  by  Worcestershire  Weaver,  d.  Prudence  by  Com¬ 
modore,  Woful  by  Woodman,  d.  Parasite  by  Challenger, 
Wilful  by  Woodman,  d.  Belvoir  Wishful  by  Their  Wizard, 
and  Wily  by  Belvoir  Wicklow,  d.  Columbine  by  Challenger. 
Wilful  and  Wily  were  second  in  the  class  for  unentered 
bitch  hounds  the  previous  year.  The  second  prize  was 
taken  by  the  North  Warwickshire  with  Warranty  by  Ather- 
stone  Roderick,  d.  Wallflower  by  Waterford  Warwick, 
Rally  by  Lifter,  d.  Rancour  by  Rallywood,  Bravery  by 
Milton  Breaker,  d.  Answer  by  Ransom,  and  Gaily  by 
Rambler,  d.  Heythrop  Gamely  by  Their  Gainer.  Rally 
was  one  of  the  winning  couple  of  unentered  bitch  hounds 
the  previous  year.  The  class  for  brood  bitches  had  an 
entry  of  fourteen,  at  the  head  of  which  was  placed  the 
V.W.H.  (Cricklade)  Comfort  by  the  Duke  of  Beaufort’s 
Cardinal,  d.  Cora  by  Talisman.  The  Linlithgow  and 
Stirlingshire  Red  Rose  by  Cheshire  Serjeant,  d.  Remedy 
by  Factor,  was  a  good  second.  The  North  Warwickshire 
Rally  was  the  champion  bitch.  It  is  noticeable  that  the 
Milton  Wiseman  blood  was  again  to  the  fore  and  that  the 
new-comers  did  very  well,  no  fewer  than  three  first  prizes, 
one  second  prize  and  a  special  going  their  way. 

In  the  following  year  there  were  twenty  packs  repre¬ 
sented.  These  were  the  Duke  of  Beaufort’s,  the  Fitz- 
william  (Milton),  the  Hurworth,  the  Linlithgow  and  Stir¬ 
lingshire,  the  North  Warwickshire,  the  Avon  Vale,  Lord 
Eglinton’s,  the  Fernie,  the  Newmarket  and  Thurlow,  the 
V.W.H.  (Cirencester)  and  Lord  Portman’s,  which  had  been 
represented  at  the  shows  held  in  1914,  1920  and  1921,  and 
the  Old  Berkshire,  the  Blankney,  the  Cattistock,  the  Fitz- 
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william  (Wentworth),  the  Grafton,  the  Percy,  the  South 
Tettcott  and  the  West  Somerset,  who  were  new-comers, 
completed  the  tale.  The  entry  was  composed  of  32  couple 
of  dog  hounds  and  32 \  couple  of  bitches. 

In  the  class  for  the  best  couple  of  unentered  dog  hounds 
there  were  ten  entries.  Lord  Portman  was  first  with 
Gregory  by  Weaver,  d.  Garrulous  by  Gulliver,  and  Verdict 
by  Rodney,  d.  Visible  by  Gulliver,  and  the  Duke  of  Beaufort 
was  second  with  Pageant  by  Captain,  d.  Pardon  by  Belvoir 
Wonder,  and  Samson  by  Belvoir  Sampler,  d.  Casket  by 
Cardinal.  The  special  prize  for  the  best  single  hound 
entered  in  this  class  went  to  the  Duke  of  Beaufort’s 
Samson.  The  class  for  the  best  unentered  dog  hound 
whelped  since  December  1st,  1920,  coming  from  a  pack 
that  had  not  won  a  first  prize  at  Peterborough  Show  since 
1913,  had  nine  entries.  The  South  Staffordshire  Denmark 
by  Random,  d.  Dewdrop  by  Galliard,  was  the  winner,  with 
the  Cattistock  Bragger  by  Samson,  d.  Batsay  by  Vivian,  a 
good  second.  In  the  class  for  the  best  two  couple  of 
entered  hounds  the  Duke  of  Beaufort  won  with  Watchman 
by  Captain,  d.  Waspish  by  Milton  Wiseman,  Preacher 
by  Worcestershire  Weaver,  d.  Prudence  by  Commodore, 
Warlaby  by  Captain,  d.  Waspish  by  Milton  Wiseman, 
and  Painter  by  Belvoir  Counsellor,  d.  Pardon  by  Belvoir 
Walter.  The  North  Warwickshire  were  a  good  second 
with  Comet  by  Rambler,  d.  Zetland  Cora  by  Their 
Trampler,  Glazier  by  Oakley  Glancer,  d.  Gaiety  by 
South  Devon  Granby,  Romeo  by  Gunboat,  d.  Roguery 
by  Heythrop  Romeo,  and  Spaniard  by  Heythrop  Spaniard, 
d.  Zetland  Risky  by  Their  Trampler.  It  is  worthy  of 
notice  that  this  was  the  third  year  running  that  the  Duke 
of  Beaufort’s  Warlaby  was  in  the  prize  list,  and  the  second 
year  running  that  the  North  Warwickshire  Spaniard  ap¬ 
peared  in  it. 

The  class  for  stallion  hounds  had  eleven  entries,  the 
Cattistock  taking  first  prize  with  David  by  Samuel,  d. 
Decimal  by  Difficult,  with  the  Duke  of  Beaufort’s  Watch¬ 
man  a  good  second.  The  champion  cup  for  the  best  dog 
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hound  was  won  by  the  Cattistock  David,  with  the  Duke 
of  Beaufort’s  Watchman  reserve. 

There  were  thirteen  entries  in  the  class  for  the  best 
couple  of  unentered  bitch  hounds,  both  prizes  in  which 
went  into  Scotland,  the  first  to  the  Linlithgow  and  Stirling¬ 
shire  Sheila  and  Spiteful  by  Morpeth  Scoffer,  d.  Red  Rose 
by  Cheshire  Serjeant,  and  the  second  to  Lord  Eglinton’s 
Charity  by  Linlithgow  and  Stirlingshire  Chairman,  d. 
Beatrice  by  Milton  Brunswick,  and  Stella  by  Linlithgow  and 
Stirlingshire  Chairman,  d.  Sensitive  by  Cheshire  Serjeant. 
The  special  for  the  best  single  hound  in  the  class  went  to 
the  Linlithgow  and  Stirlingshire  Sheila.  The  class  for  the 
best  unentered  hound  whelped  since  December  ist,  1920, 
coming  from  a  pack  which  has  not  won  a  first  prize  at 
Peterborough  since  1913,  brought  out  a  good-looking  lot 
of  a  dozen.  The  Cattistock  Boisterous  by  Banqueter,  d. 
Brenda  by  Vivian,  was  first,  and  the  Eglinton  Charity  by 
the  Linlithgow  and  Stirlingshire  Chairman,  d.  Beatrice  by 
Milton  Brunswick,  was  second — two  very  promising  bitches. 
There  were  only  four  entries  in  the  class  for  the  best  two 
couple  of  entered  bitch  hounds,  and  at  the  head  of  them 
was  placed  the  Duke  of  Beaufort’s  two  couple,  consisting 
of  Woeful  by  Woodman,  d.  Parasite  by  Challenger,  Wilful 
by  Woodman,  d.  Belvoir  Wishful  by  Belvoir  Wizard, 
Fairmaid  by  Firebrand,  d.  Parasite  by  Challenger,  and 
Wakeful  by  Belvoir  Wolsey,  d.  Watchful  by  Paladin. 
Second  prize  was  taken  by  the  Newmarket  and  Thurlow 
with  Willing  by  Wildboy,  d.  Heiress  by  Worcestershire 
Hemlock,  Trinket  by  Milford,  d.  Trustful  by  Trimbush, 
Winbush  and  Winifred  by  Charger,  d.  Willing  by  Wildboy. 
In  a  class  of  eleven  brood  bitches  the  Hurworth  won  with 
Famous  by  Prompter,  d.  Fashion  by  Belvoir  Chorister.  The 
Avon  Vale  Whimper  by  Worcestershire  Danger,  d .  Whimsey 
by  South  wold  Wizard,  was  second.  The  champion  cup  for 
the  best  bitch  hound  was  won  by  the  Hurworth  Famous, 
with  the  Linlithgow  and  Stirlingshire  Sheila  reserve. 

There  was  a  remarkable  increase  in  the  number  of  packs 
represented  and  in  the  number  of  entries  in  1923.  Of  the 
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former  there  were  twenty-nine,  and  fifty-two  couple  of  dog 
hounds  and  thirty-seven  couple  of  bitch  hounds  were 
entered.  The  packs  represented  were  the  Atherstone,  the 
Duke  of  Beaufort’s,  the  Fitzwilliam  (Milton),  the  Cam¬ 
bridgeshire  (which  missed  in  1922),  the  Linlithgow  and 
Stirlingshire,  the  North  Warwickshire,  the  South  Stafford¬ 
shire,  the  Zetland,  the  Avon  Vale,  the  Eglinton,  the  Middle- 
ton,  the  Morpeth,  the  Newmarket  and  Thurlow,  the 
V.W.H.  (Cirencester),  the  Lauderdale,  the  Portman,  the 
Old  Berkshire  and  the  Cattistock.  To  these  must  be  added 
ten  packs  which  had  not  shown  in  1914  or  afterwards. 
These  were  the  Badsworth,  the  Blackmore  Vale,  the 
Croome,  the  Dumfriesshire,  the  Fitzwilliam  (Grove),  the 
Holderness,  the  Percy,  the  South  Dorset,  the  Southwold 
and  the  West  Kent. 

In  the  class  for  the  best  couple  of  unentered  dog  hounds 
there  were  thirteen  entries.  The  Duke  of  Beaufort’s 
Rupert  by  Belvoir  Wicklow,  d.  Rumour  by  Cardinal,  and 
Nobleman  by  Belvoir  Norman,  d.  Warfare  by  Warrior, 
were  first.  Second  prize  went  to  one  of  the  new-comers — • 
the  Southwold — with  Sculptor  and  Scrawler  by  Morpeth 
Scoffer,  d.  Acme  by  Deacon.  The  special  prize  for  the 
best  single  hound  in  this  class  was  won  by  the  Cambridge¬ 
shire  Verger  by  Valesman,  d.  Dainty  by  Diver.  The  class 
for  the  best  unentered  dog  hound,  whelped  since  Decem¬ 
ber  1  st,  1921,  and  coming  from  a  pack  that  has  not  won  a 
first  prize  at  Peterborough  since  1914,  was  headed  by  the 
Cambridgeshire  Verger,  with  the  Avon  Vale  Foreman  by 
Wellington,  d.  Frantic  by  Worcestershire  Weaver,  second. 
In  the  class  for  the  best  two  couple  of  entered  dog  hounds 
the  Duke  of  Beaufort  won  with  Ragman  and  Rambler  by 
Belvoir  Counsellor,  d.  Racket  by  Raglan,  Partner  by  Belvoir 
Wolsey,  d.  Panic  by  Paladin,  and  Digby  by  Conrad,  d. 
Discord  by  Wonder.  The  Portman  were  second  with 
Cardinal  by  the  Duke  of  Beaufort’s  Cardinal,  d.  Tangent 
by  Gimcrack,  Gregory  by  Weaver,  d.  Garrulous  by  Gulliver, 
Noble  by  Rodney,  d.  Necklace  by  Gordon,  and  Valentine 
by  South  Dorset  Helpmate,  d.  Venomous  by  Royal.  The 
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class  was  a  very  strong  and  a  very  level  one,  with  ten  entries. 
The  class  for  stallion  hounds  had  twenty  entries,  and  it 
was  headed  by  the  Cambridgeshire  Rummager  by  Oakley 
Rataplan,  d.  Custard  by  Belvoir  Craftsman.  The  Duke  of 
Beaufort’s  Watchman  by  Captain,  d.  Waspish  by  Belvoir 
Wiseman,  who  had  been  so  often  to  the  fore  at  recent 
shows,  was  a  good  second.  The  champion  cup  for  the  best 
dog  hound  was  won  by  the  North  Warwickshire  Lifeguard 
by  Lifter,  d.  Rueful  by  Heythrop  Romeo. 

There  were  thirteen  entries  in  the  class  for  the  best 
couple  of  unentered  bitch  hounds,  in  which  the  Zetland 
won  with  Rakish  and  Ransom  by  the  Linlithgow  and 
Stirlingshire  Raider,  d.  Gaiety  by  Belvoir  Hemlock.  The 
Fitzwilliam  (Milton)  Whisper  by  the  Duke  of  Beaufort’s 
Whipcord,  d.  Windy  by  Brocklesby  Argus,  and  Winifred 
by  Ranger,  d.  Wilful  by  Brocklesby  Argus,  were  second. 
The  special  prize  for  the  best  single  hound  in  the  class 
was  won  by  the  Fitzwilliam  (Milton)  Winifred.  The  class 
for  the  best  unentered  bitch  whelped  since  December  1st, 
1921,  and  coming  from  a  pack  that  had  not  won  a  prize 
since  1914,  had  twelve  entries,  and  at  the  head  of  them 
was  placed  the  Croome  Credible  by  Vintage,  d.  Crystal  by 
Mr.  Bouth’s  Creeper.  The  Morpeth  Scarlet  by  Random, 
d.  Science  by  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch’s  Wafer,  was  a  good 
second.  There  were  seven  entries  in  the  class  for  the  best 
two  couple  of  entered  bitch  hounds,  in  which  the  first 
prize  was  won  by  the  North  Warwickshire  with  Rally  by 
Lifter,  d.  Rancour  by  Rallywood,  Roguish  by  Lifter,  d. 
Royalty  by  the  Fernie  Roman,  Rapture  by  Lifter,  d. 
Rancour  by  Rallywood,  and  Lilac  by  Lifter,  d.  Rushlight 
by  Heythrop  Stentor.  The  Duke  of  Beaufort  was  second 
with  Saintly  by  Belvoir  Sampler,  d.  Fortune  by  Foreman, 
Rattle  by  Belvoir  Wolsey,  d.  Racket  by  Raglan,  Wasteful 
by  Belvoir  Wolsey,  d.  Watchful  by  Paladin,  and  Linda  by 
Fisherman,  d.  Lilian  by  Belvoir  Sinbad.  In  a  class  of 
eight  brood  bitches  the  North  Warwickshire  Rally  was 
first  and  the  Duke  of  Beaufort’s  Wilful  by  Woodman,  d. 
Belvoir  Wishful  by  Their  Wizard,  was  second.  The  cham- 
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pion  cup  for  best  bitch  hound  was  won  by  the  North 
Warwickshire  Rally,  who  also  took  the  champion  cup  in 

1921. 

At  the  show  held  in  1924  there  were  twenty-four  packs 
represented,  of  which  four  had  not  exhibited  in  or  since 
1914.  These  were  the  Old  Berkeley,  the  Berwickshire,  the 
East  Sussex  and  the  Lanarkshire  and  Renfrewshire.  The 
other  packs  represented  were  the  Badsworth,  the  Duke  of 
Beaufort’s,  the  Cambridgeshire,  the  Cattistock,  the  Cheshire, 
the  Cleveland,  the  Croome,  the  Dumfriesshire,  the  Eglin- 
ton,  the  Fitzwilliam  (Milton),  the  Grafton,  the  Ledbury, 
the  Linlithgow  and  Stirlingshire,  the  North  Warwickshire, 
the  Portman,  the  South  Notts,  the  South  Staffordshire,  the 
South  wold,  the  West  Kent  and  the  V.W.H.  (Cirencester). 
There  were  34  couple  of  dog  hounds  entered  and  45  J 
couple  of  bitches. 

In  the  class  for  the  best  couple  of  unentered  dog  hounds 
there  were  eleven  entries,  and  at  the  head  of  the  class  were 
placed  the  Fitzwilliam  (Milton)  Percival  by  North  War¬ 
wickshire  Donovan,  d.  Peaceful  by  Watchman,  and  Gambler 
by  Dormer,  d.  Gadfly  by  Chieftain.  The  Cleveland  were 
second  with  Carver  by  Milton  Challenger,  d.  Votive  by 
Viscount,  and  Cardinal  by  Milton  Challenger,  d.  Pintail 
by  Dealer.  The  special  prize  for  the  best  hound  in  the 
class  went  to  the  Milton  Percival.  In  the  class  of  nine  for 
the  best  unentered  dog  hound  whelped  since  December  1st, 

1922,  coming  from  a  pack  which  has  not  won  a  first  prize 
at  Peterborough  since  1914,  the  Cleveland  Carver  was  first, 
with  the  Grafton  Wizard  by  Holderness  Wildboy,  d.  Ruth¬ 
ful  by  the  Duke  of  Beaufort’s  Robin,  second.  In  the  class 
for  the  best  two  couple  of  entered  dog  hounds,  in  which 
there  were  half  a  dozen  entries,  the  Duke  of  Beaufort,  whose 
dog  hounds  have  been  conspicuously  to  the  fore  in  recent 
years,  was  first  with  Rupert  by  Belvoir  Wicklow,  d.  Rumour 
by  Cardinal,  Wildboy  by  Watchman,  d.  Wishful  by  Wood¬ 
man,  Nobleman  by  Belvoir  Norman,  d.  Warfare  by  Warrior, 
and  Digby  by  Conrad,  d.  Discord  by  Wonder.  The  second 
prize  went  to  the  Cambridgeshire  for  Candidate  by  Druid, 
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d.  Crafty  by  Belvoir  Charter,  Rummager  by  Oakley  Rata¬ 
plan,  d.  Custard  by  Belvoir  Craftsman,  Chanter  by  Collier, 
d.  Crafty  by  Belvoir  Charter,  and  Cromwell  by  Candidate, 
d.  Daylight  by  Diver.  In  the  class  for  the  best  stallion 
hound  the  South  Staffordshire  Denmark  by  Random,  d. 
Dewdrop  by  Galliard,  was  the  winner,  second  honours  going 
to  the  Cambridgeshire  Rummager  by  Oakley  Rataplan,  d. 
Custard  by  Belvoir  Craftsman.  The  champion  cup  for  the 
best  dog  hound  was  won  by  the  South  Staffordshire 
Denmark. 

In  the  class  for  the  best  couple  of  unentered  bitch  hounds 
there  were  seventeen  entries.  The  Croome  won  with 
Dairymaid  by  Vintage,  d.  Dainty  by  Heythrop  Darter,  and 
Rushlight  by  Romper,  d.  Ruin  by  Worcestershire  Rasper. 
The  Duke  of  Beaufort  was  second  with  Runaway  by 
Belvoir  Wombwell,  d.  Rumour  by  Cardinal,  and  Relic  by 
Remus,  d.  Rosalind  by  Firebrand.  The  special  prize  for 
the  best  single  hound  in  the  class  was  won  by  the  Cleveland 
Cora  by  Milton  Challenger,  d.  Votive  by  Viscount.  In  the 
class  for  the  best  unentered  bitch  hound  whelped  since 
December  1st,  1922,  and  coming  from  a  pack  that  has  not 
taken  a  first  prize  at  Peterborough  since  1914,  the  Cleveland 
Cora  was  again  a  winner.  Second  prize  went  to  the  Cheshire 
Wisdom  by  Belvoir  Wombwell,  d.  Willing  by  the  Fernie 
Wildfellow.  There  were  fifteen  entries  in  this  class.  There 
were  seven  entries  in  the  class  for  the  best  two  couple  of 
entered  bitch  hounds,  and  at  the  head  of  the  class  was 
placed  the  North  Warwickshire,  whose  two  couple  con¬ 
sisted  of  Rally  and  Rapture  by  Lifter,  d.  Rancour  by  Rally- 
wood,  Roguish  by  Lifter,  d.  Royalty  by  the  Fernie  Roman, 
and  Capital  by  Sir  Watkin  W.  Wynn’s  Dudley,  d.  Comedy 
by  the  Fernie  Contest.  The  Duke  of  Beaufort  was  second 
with  Flimsey  by  Whipcord,  d.  Flaxen  by  Belvoir  Wolsey, 
Wasteful  by  Belvoir  Wolsey,  d.  Watchful  by  Paladin, 
Ruffle  by  Belvoir  Wicklow,  d.  Rumour  by  Cardinal,  and 
Patchwork  by  Patron,  d.  Vestal  by  Belvoir  Counsellor. 
There  were  fourteen  entries  in  the  class  for  the  best  brood 
bitch,  and  after  a  long  and  careful  inspection  they  were 
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sorted  down  to  five.  Finally,  first  prize  went  to  the  North 
Warwickshire  Rally,  with  the  Croome  Caroline  by  Worces¬ 
tershire  Captain,  d.  Vixen  by  Viking,  second.  Nine  came 
in  for  the  final  for  the  champion  cup  for  the  best  bitch, 
which  was  awarded  for  the  third  time  to  the  North  War¬ 
wickshire  Rally. 

The  facts  which  have  been  brought  to  notice  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  pages  do  not  call  for  much  comment.  They  show 
how  well  the  difficult  work  of  breeding  hounds  has  been 
conducted  for  many  years,  and  it  is  indeed  astonishing  to 
see  that  from  all  over  the  country  came  high-class  hounds, 
and  that  when  but  a  limited  number  had  been  bred.  But 
masters  of  hounds  and  huntsmen  answered  well  to  the  call 
made  on  them,  and  when  the  shows  again  began  to  be  held 
there  was  always  something  worth  going  to  see  at  Peter¬ 
borough.  An  account  of  Peterborough  Show  could  not  be 
more  fitly  concluded  than  by  a  list  of  the  judges  during 
the  last  five  years.  These  were  in  1920  :  dog  hounds, 
Col.  G.  R.  Lane  Fox  and  Mr.  J.  E.  Charlton  ;  bitch  hounds, 
Col.  H.  A.  Cartwright  and  Mr.  H.  E.  Preston.  In  1921  : 
dog  hounds,  the  Rev.  E.  A.  Milne  and  Lord  Stalbridge  ; 
bitch  hounds,  Mr.  E.  P.  Rawnsley  and  Mr.  W.  de  P. 
Cazenove.  In  1922  :  dog  hounds,  Mr.  Arthur  Jones  and 
Col.  W.  H.  A.  Wharton  ;  bitch  hounds,  Mr.  John  C. 
Straker  and  Sir  Harold  Nutting,  Bt.  In  1923  the  judges 
were,  for  dog  hounds,  Mr.  George  Evans  and  Mr.  Nigel 
Baring  ;  and  for  bitch  hounds,  Mr.  W.  M.  Wroughton  and 
Mr.  W.  E.  Paget ;  and  in  1924  the  judges  were,  for  dog 
hounds,  Lt.-Col.  J.  R.  Heywood  Lonsdale  and  Major 
Maurice  E.  Barclay  ;  and  for  bitch  hounds,  Col.  Sir  Charles 
R.  H.  Wiggin,  Bt.,  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Gosling. 

During  the  time  which  immediately  followed  the  war, 
for  one  reason  or  another,  the  Yorkshire  Agricultural 
Society’s  Show  could  not  be  held,  so  the  farmers  and  those 
entrusted  in  matters  agricultural  gathered  together  and 
formed  a  society,  which  held  some  shows  at  York.  The 
exhibits  were  confined  to  the  county,  and  the  spirit  of  sport 
which  pervades  the  county  of  many  acres  caused  them  to 
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provide  prizes  for  a  hound  show.  In  the  course  of  a  short 
time  the  York  Show  disappeared,  as  indeed  it  was  pretty 
sure  to  do  when  the  County  Society  got  into  full  swing  again, 
but  it  did  an  immense  amount  of  good.  In  the  first  place, 
to  use  Mr.  Jorrock’s  favourite  expression,  “  it  kept  the 
tambourine  a-cowling,”  and,  in  the  second  place,  it  did 
something  towards  supplying  a  long-felt  want :  that  of  a 
hound  show  in  the  North.  The  hound  shows  were  excel¬ 
lent,  and  it  is  highly  satisfactory  that  the  Yorkshire  Agri¬ 
cultural  Society  has  taken  up  the  hound  show  again. 

Nothing  could  have  been  more  in  keeping  than  that  the 
Yorkshire  Agricultural  Society  should  renew  its  association 
with  a  foxhound  show  on  Knavesmire,  where  the  last 
hound  show  in  connexion  with  it  was  held.  Perhaps  it  may 
be  as  well  to  say  a  few  words  respecting  the  foxhound 
show  and  its  origin  here,  as  there  have  been  many  erroneous 
statements  made  on  the  subject  during  the  summer  of  1924. 
The  first  public  hound  show  was  held  in  connexion  with 
the  Cleveland  Agricultural  Society’s  Show  at  Redcar  in 
1859.  I*  originated  from  a  suggestion  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Parrington’s,  who  was  then  secretary  of  the  Cleveland 
Agricultural  Society,  and  it  was  warmly  supported  by  the 
Cleveland  sportsmen  and  their  neighbours  in  the  Hurworth 
and  Durham  County  countries,  one  of  the  keenest  supporters 
being  Mr.  W.  H.  Williamson,  at  one  time  master  of  the 
Durham  County.  Until  1863,  when  it  was  held  at  Yarm,  or 
perhaps  a  year  later,  the  foxhound  show  was  held  in  con¬ 
nexion  with  the  Cleveland  Show;  but  in  1863  or  1864  it 
was  given  up,  and  no  show  was  held  for  a  year  or  two.  Mr. 
Thomas  Parrington  had  in  the  meantime  undertaken  the 
secretarial  duties  of  the  Yorkshire  Agricultural  Society, 
and  with  the  strong  support  of  the  late  Mr.  George  Lane  Fox 
and  other  leading  sportsmen  the  hound  show  was  established 
again  in  1865,  and  until  the  year  1877  it  was  carried  on  in 
connexion  with  the  Yorkshire.  Then  circumstances  tran¬ 
spired,  into  which  it  is  not  necessary  to  enter  in  detail,  and 
there  was  a  keen  wish  to  get  the  show  to  Peterborough.  Mr. 
William  Barford,  who  was  then  taking  a  leading  part  in  the 
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development  of  Peterborough  Show,  purchased  the  show 
fittings  of  Mr.  Parrington  on  the  show  ground  in  1877,  and 
I  was  present,  an  assistant  in,  and  witness  of,  the  transaction. 
And  as  Knavesmire  was  the  place  where  the  Yorkshire 
Agricultural  Society  separated  from  the  old  hound  show, 
so  it  seems  singularly  appropriate  that  they  should  establish 
another  hound  show  on  the  same  ground. 

The  show  was  held  on  Thursday,  July  24th,  and  was 
confined  to  north-country  packs.  Twelve  packs  of  hounds 
were  represented,  viz.  the  Badsworth,  the  Bramham  Moor, 
the  Holderness,  the  Sinnington,  the  Cleveland,  the  York 
and  Ainsty,  the  Middleton,  the  Fitzwilliam  (Wentworth), 
the  Zetland,  the  Dumfriesshire,  the  Eglinton  and  the 
Cheshire.  There  were  31^  couple  of  dog  hounds  and  40 
couple  of  bitches  entered. 

The  class  for  the  best  couple  of  unentered  dog  hounds 
had  seven  entries.  The  first  prize  was  won  by  the  Cleveland 
with  Carver  by  Milton  Challenger,  d.  Votive  by  Viscount, 
and  Cardinal  by  Milton  Challenger,  d.  Pintail  by  Dealer. 
The  Bramham  Moor  were  second  with  Paragon  and  Pageant 
by  Manfred,  d.  Parable  by  Villager.  The  class  for  the  best 
two  couple  of  entered  dog  hounds  had  nine  entries.  The 
Zetland  won  with  Gambler  by  Belvoir  Waterford,  d. 
Gauntlet  by  Trimbush,  Rodney  by  the  Fernie  Noble,  d. 
Royalty  by  Trimbush,  Warrior  by  the  Fernie  Waverley, 
d.  Tragedy  by  Belvoir  Grimston,  and  Gaffer  by  Linlithgow 
and  Stirlingshire  Raider,  d.  Garnish  by  Belvoir  Hemlock. 
The  Sinnington  were  second  with  Foreman  by  Badsworth 
Radiant,  d.  Their  Favourite  by  Woldsman,  Trampler  by 
York  and  Ainsty  Trojan,  d.  Goldfinch  by  Belvoir  Gordon, 
Roman  by  Reveller,  d.  Doris  by  Lord  Middleton’s  Harper, 
and  Viceroy  by  Cleveland  Valiant,  d.  Goldfinch  by  Belvoir 
Gordon.  The  class  for  stallion  hounds  had  thirteen  entries. 
The  first  prize  was  won  by  the  Zetland  Warrior,  and  the 
Morpeth  Remus  by  Random,  d.  Racket  by  Tynedale 
Randolph,  was  second.  The  champion  cup  for  the  best 
dog  hound  went  to  the  Zetland  Warrior,  with  the  Morpeth 
Remus  reserve. 


Spoil  and  General. 


W .  A .  Rouch. 


(i)  COL.  DAVID  DAVIES’S  “COUNTESS.” 
(2)  THE  NORTH  WARWICKSHIRE  RALLY. 
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The  class  for  the  best  couple  of  unentered  bitch  hounds 
had  twelve  entries.  The  Cheshire  were  first  with  Wildrose 
by  Belvoir  Saracen,  d.  Winifred  by  the  Fernie  Wildfellow, 
and  Madam  by  Belvoir  Wombwell,  d.  Willing  by  the 
Fernie  Wildfellow,  and  the  Badsworth  Hazard  and  Happy 
by  Derwent  Contest,  d.  Handsome  by  Earl  Fitzwilliam’s 
Royster,  were  a  good  second.  The  class  for  the  best  two 
couple  of  entered  bitch  hounds  had  ten  entries.  The 
Zetland  won  with  Rakish  and  Ransom  by  Linlithgow  and 
Stirlingshire  Raider,  d.  Gaiety  by  Belvoir  Hemlock, 
Racket  by  Linlithgow  and  Stirlingshire  Raider,  d.  Venus  by 
Tynedale  Drencher,  and  Gainsay  by  Linlithgow  and  Stir¬ 
lingshire  Raider,  d.  Garnish  by  Belvoir  Hemlock ;  second 
honours  going  to  the  Cleveland  for  Tempest  and  Tulip  by 
Morpeth  Random,  d.  Treaty  by  Galliard,  Vigil  by  Valiant, 
d.  Handsome  by  Trumpeter,  and  Pintail  by  Dealer,  d. 
Pardon  by  Rallywood.  There  were  fourteen  entries  in  the 
class  for  brood  bitches.  First  prize  went  to  the  Morpeth 
Artery  by  Bedale  Acrobat,  d.  Lonely  by  Loyalist,  with  the 
Cleveland  Pintail  by  Dealer,  d. Pardon  by  Rallywood,  second. 
The  champion  cup  for  the  best  bitch  hound  was  won  by 
the  Morpeth  Artery,  with  the  Zetland  Rakish  reserve. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  go  into  the  details  of  the  pedi¬ 
grees  of  several  of  these  winners,  but  it  would  take  up  too 
much  space,  and,  indeed,  it  would  be  difficult  to  make  a 
satisfactory  selection,  other  than  the  very  obvious  one  of 
taking  the  champions.  This  plan,  though  by  no  means 
faultless,  seems  the  only  alternative  to  giving  the  pedigrees 
of  all  the  winners,  which  is  so  obviously  impossible. 

We  may  begin  with  1914,  when  the  Fitzwilliam  (Milton) 
Wiseman  was  the  champion  dog  hound  and  the  Duke  of 
Beaufort’s  Caroline  was  the  champion  bitch. 

Wiseman  was  by  Belsize,  1906,  d.  Wilful,  1907,  by 
Founder,  1904.  Belsize  was  by  the  Oakley  Bedford,  1903, 
d.  Reprimand,  1900.  Bedford  was  by  the  Essex  and  Suffolk 
Bounder,  who  was  by  Belvoir  Drummer,  d.  Bountiful,  who 
was  by  Grafton  Donovan,  d.  South  Cheshire  Bonnylass. 
Founder  was  by  Fortescue,  1898,  who  was  a  Grafton  bred 
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one,  being  by  Their  Danger,  d.  Their  Friendly,  who  was 
by  the  Warwickshire  Farmer.  The  Duke  of  Beaufort’s 
Caroline,  the  champion  bitch,  was  by  Challenger,  d.  Waitress 
by  Belvoir  Warlaby.  Challenger  was  by  Belvoir  Chanter, 
d.  Dagmar,  who  was  by  Darter,  d.  Needful.  Darter  was  by 
Mr.  Austen  Mackenzie’s  Dexter,  d.  his  Daylight,  and 
Needful  was  by  that  good  hound  Nelson,  d.  Verity.  The 
dam  of  Waitress  was  Drapery  by  Mr.  Austen  Mackenzie’s 
Dexter,  who  was  by  the  Belvoir  Dexter,  d.  Petulant.  It 
should  be  added  that  the  Belvoir  Warlaby  was  in  direct  line 
from  Weathergage. 

In  1920  the  champion  dog  hound  was  the  Linlithgow  and 
Stirlingshire  Raider  by  Cheshire  Serjeant,  d.  Remedy. 
The  Cheshire  Serjeant  was  by  the  Cottesmore  Serjeant,  d. 
Wanton  by  Fleecer,  her  dam  the  South  Cheshire  Wayward, 
by  Warwickshire  Talisman.  Remedy,  the  dam  of  Raider, 
was  by  Factor,  d.  Ruby  by  Atherstone  Racer,  her  dam 
Puckeridge  Dauntless  by  Colonist. 

The  Duke  of  Beaufort’s  Rumour  was  the  champion  bitch. 
She  was  by  Cardinal,  d.  Belvoir  Russet  by  Their  Ragman. 
Cardinal  was  by  Challenger  by  Belvoir  Chanter,  d.  Waitress 
by  Belvoir  Warlaby.  Belvoir  Russet,  the  dam  of  Rumour, 
was  by  Belvoir  Ragman,  who  was  by  Belvoir  Royal,  d.  Their 
Heresy  by  Their  Dexter,  and  Royal  was  by  Holderness 
Rustic,  who  was  by  Belvoir  Rustic,  d.  Alice  by  Brocklesby 
Streamer.  Belvoir  Dexter,  it  should  be  noted,  was  by 
Belvoir  Watchman,  who  was  by  Their  Nominal. 

In  1921  the  champion  dog  hound  was  the  Fernie  Con¬ 
queror  by  Belvoir  Comus,  by  Voyager,  d.  Countess  by 
Stormer.  Conqueror’s  dam  was  Rakish  by  Belvoir  Ragman, 
whose  pedigree  has  already  been  given. 

The  champion  bitch  was  the  North  Warwickshire  Rally, 
who  commenced  her  fine  series  of  victories  by  winning  the 
special  prize  for  the  best  unentered  bitch  hound,  after 
being  one  of  the  winning  couple  in  the  previous  year. 
Rally  is  a  very  handsome  bitch  and  has  had  a  famous 
career.  She  was  by  Lifter,  who  was  by  Grafton  Waggoner, 
d.  Lettice  by  Warwickshire  Tancred.  Grafton  Waggoner 
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was  by  Whynot,  d.  Fanciful  by  Falstaff,  and  Why  not  was 
by  Grafton  Woodman.  Rancour,  the  dam  of  Rally,  was  by 
Rallywood,  d.  Rapture,  and  Rally  wood  was  by  Waterford 
Warwick,  d.  Their  Rakish.  Warwick  was  by  the  Belvoir 
Weaver,  d.  the  Four  Burrow  Havant,  and  the  Waterford 
Rakish  was  by  the  Belvoir  Ragman,  d.  the  Four  Burrow 
Thoughtful. 

In  1922  the  champion  dog  hound  was  the  Cattistock 
David.  He  was  very  full  of  the  Rothschild  blood,  being  by 
Samuel,  d.  Decimal  by  Difficult,  who  was  by  Tantalus  out 
of  Dreamy  by  Lord  Rothschild’s  Stroller.  Samuel  was  by 
Vivian,  d.  Streamlet  by  Deputy,  who  was  by  Lord  Roths¬ 
child’s  Herald.  Vivian  was  by  the  Meynell  Waverley. 

The  Harworth  Famous  was  the  champion  bitch.  She 
was  by  Prompter,  d.  Fashion  by  Belvoir  Chorister,  her  dam 
Favourite  by  Milton  Ragman,  d.  Zetland  Fanciful,  and 
Milton  Ragman  was  by  Belvoir  Ragman,  who  was  by 
Belvoir  Royal.  Belvoir  Chorister  was  by  Belvoir  Weaver, 
d.  Crystal.  Prompter,  the  son  of  Famous,  was  by  Voyager, 
and  her  dam  was  the  East  Kilkenny  Prudish. 

In  1923  the  North  Warwickshire  made  a  notable  success, 
taking  both  championships.  The  champion  dog  hound  was 
Lifeguard  by  Lifter,  the  sire  of  Rally.  His  dam,  Rueful,  was 
by  the  Heythrop  Stentor,  and  her  dam,  Ruthless,  was  by 
Waterloo,  who  was  by  the  Waterford  Warwick,  d.  Remedy 
by  Belvoir  Reveller  by  Belvoir  Ragman. 

North  Warwickshire  Rally  was  again  the  champion  bitch. 

In  1924  the  South  Staffordshire  Denmark  was  the 
champion  dog  hound.  He  was  by  Random,  d.  Dewdrop  by 
Galliard,  whose  dam  was  Gadfly  by  North  Staffordshire 
Sailor,  who  was  by  the  Belvoir  Stormer,  d.  South  Cheshire 
Constance.  Random  was  by  the  North  Warwickshire 
Rallywood.  Simeon,  the  sire  of  Galliard,  was  by  the 
Meynell  Stormer,  and  his  dam  was  the  South  Staffordshire 
Signet  by  the  Warwickshire  Sinbad. 

The  North  Warwickshire  Rally  brought  off  the  “  hat 
trick,”  winning  the  champion  prize  for  the  best  bitch  for 
the  third  year  in  succession. 
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Welsh  Hounds 

A  new  and  very  important  departure  in  the  hunting 
history  of  the  times  is  the  establishment  of  a  hound  show  in 
Wales,  held  in  connexion  with  the  Royal  Welsh  Agricultural 
Society.  It  is,  or  should  be,  as  unnecessary  to  give  a  minute 
and  detailed  description  of  the  Welsh  hound  as  it  was  to 
describe  the  foxhound  as  he  is  known  on  this  side  of  the 
country.  He  has  been  used  in  the  Welsh  mountains  and 
woodlands  for  centuries,  and  has  been  carefully  bred  by 
Welsh  sportsmen.  For  the  information  of  those  who  do  not 
know  him  it  may  be  said  that  the  Welsh  hound  is  rough- 
coated,  that  he  has  wonderful  nose  and  cry,  and  that  he  has 
rather  a  good  opinion  of  himself  and  is  given  at  times  to 
get  away  by  himself.  But  take  him  on  the  whole  and  he 
will  be  found  a  patient  persevering  hound,  one  of  the  sort 
that  goes  on  from  morning  till  night,  and  that  can  hunt  out 
a  weak  scent  in  a  way  which  calls  for  the  greatest  praise. 
Indeed,  he  is  nothing  if  not  persevering.  He  is  admirably 
suited  for  the  mountains  and  big  woods  of  his  native 
country,  for  his  cry  can  be  heard  a  good  way  off,  which  is 
very  useful  in  such  a  rough  country,  where  the  longest  way 
round  is  not  infrequently  the  nearest  way  there.  Readers 
who  wish  to  know  more  particulars  about  the  Welsh  hound 
are  referred  to  an  excellent  book  on  the  subject  written 
by  Mr.  Charles  Richardson. 

The  first  Annual  Welsh  Hound  Show  was  held  at  Wrexham 
on  July  28th,  1922.  There  were  classes  for  Welsh  hounds, 
Cross-bred  hounds,  English  hounds  and  Fell  hounds.  There 
were  twenty-six  packs  represented,  viz.  the  Albrighton,  the 
Blencathra,  the  Border,  the  Brecon,  the  Bwllfa,  Mr. 
Curre’s,  Col.  David  Davies’s,  the  Gelligaer  and  Talybont, 
the  Gogerddan,  the  North  Herefordshire,  the  South  Here¬ 
fordshire,  the  Irfon  and  Towy,  the  North  Ledbury,  the 
Ludlow,  the  Melbreak,  the  Monmouthshire,  the  Neuadd 
Fawr,  the  Pantysgallog,  the  Radnorshire  and  West  Here¬ 
fordshire,  the  South  Shropshire,  the  Teine  Valley,  Lord 
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Tredegar’s,  the  Ullswater,  the  Wheatland,  the  Ynysfor  and 
the  Ystrad  and  Pentyrch. 

There  was  a  wonderful  entry,  no  fewer  than  90^  couple 
of  hounds  finding  a  place  in  the  catalogue.  Of  these,  27 
couple  were  Welsh  hounds,  35!  couple  were  Cross-bred 
hounds,  16  couple  were  English  hounds  and  12  couple 
were  Fell  hounds. 

Welsh  hounds  come  first  in  the  catalogue.  Of  unentered 
dog  hounds  there  were  eight  couple.  The  winning 
couple  was  the  Irfon  and  Towy  Ragman  and  Rouser,  who 
were  ten  months  old.  They  were  by  Royal,  d.  Racy,  whose 
dam  Rory  was  also  the  dam  of  Royal.  The  second  prize  was 
won  by  the  Gelligaer  and  Talybont  Tussler  by  Topper, 
d.  Careless  by  Shifter,  and  Rouser  by  Rambler,  d.  Countess 
by  Chasher  (?).  In  the  class  for  the  best  couple  of  entered 
Welsh  hounds  the  Bwllfa  Rambler  by  Rambler,  d.  Roman 
by  Leader,  and  Tapster  by  Royal,  d.  Riot  by  Taylor  were 
first.  The  Irfon  and  Towy  Rockwood  by  Royal,  d.  Juno  by 
Chanter,  and  Ringwood  by  Royal,  d.  Riot  by  Chanter,  were 
second.  The  challenge  cup  for  the  best  single  Welsh  dog 
hound  went  to  the  Bwllfa  Rambler,  with  Col.  David  Davies’s 
Conqueror  reserve.  In  the  class  for  the  best  couple  of 
unentered  bitches,  Col.  David  Davies  won  with  Countess 
and  Captive,  litter  sisters  by  Rouser,  d.  the  Ystrad  and 
Pentyrch  Careless,  with  the  Bwllfa  Juno  and  Gwron  by 
Juno  (?),  d.  Gwron  by  Leader,  second.  In  the  class  for  the 
best  couple  of  entered  bitches  the  Bwllfa  Lovely  and  Bell- 
wood  by  Lively,  d.  Bellwood  by  Gamester,  were  the  winners  ; 
second  prize  going  to  the  Irfon  and  Towy  Juno  by  Chanter, 
d.  Riot  by  Chanter,  and  Rachel  by  Tapster,  d.  Rory  by 
Driller.  The  challenge  cup  for  the  best  bitch  went  to  Col. 
David  Davies’s  Countess,  with  the  Bwllfa  Gwron  reserve. 

In  the  Cross-bred  section  hounds  were  shown  singly.  In 
the  class  for  unentered  dog  hounds  Mr.  Curre’s  Banker  by 
Bellman,  d.  Balsam  by  Larker,  was  first,  with  the  Gelligaer 
and  Talybont  Wonder  by  Foreman,  d.  Waxy  by  Grafton, 
second.  In  the  class  for  entered  dog  hounds  Mr.  Curre 
won,  with  the  Gelligaer  and  Talybont  second.  The  class 
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for  unentered  bitch  hounds  was  headed  by  the  Brecon,  with 
Mr.  Curre’s  second,  and  in  the  class  for  entered  bitch 
hounds  Mr.  Curre  won  with  Harpy  by  Hangman,  d. 
Languish  by  the  Duke  of  Beaufort’s  Leveller,  and  Hannah 
by  Huntsman,  d.  Piteous  by  Pilgrim,  was  second.  The 
challenge  cup  went  to  Mr.  Curre’s  Harpy,  with  his  Danby 
reserve. 

In  the  English  section,  in  the  class  for  the  best  couple  of 
dog  hounds,  entered  or  unentered,  the  South  Herefordshire 
won  with  Donovan  and  Doctor  by  North  Warwickshire 
Donovan,  d.  Langman  by  North  Hereford  Samson,  an  un¬ 
entered  couple.  The  South  Shropshire  were  second  with 
Tomboy  by  North  Shropshire  Ronald,  d.  Tarnish  by  Four 
Burrow  Herdsman,  and  Townsman  by  Tomboy,  d.  Gos¬ 
ling  by  Four  Burrow  Anvil,  a  three  and  one  season  hunter. 
The  champion  prize  went  to  the  South  Shropshire  Tomboy, 
with  the  South  Herefordshire  Donovan  reserve. 

In  the  class  for  the  best  couple  of  entered  or  unentered 
bitch  hounds  the  Albrighton  Telltale  by  North  Hereford¬ 
shire  Harper,  d.  Their  Tigress  by  Milton  Merman,  and 
Pleasant  by  the  North  Herefordshire  Harper,  d.  Their 
Passion  by  Lord  Plarrington’s  Prowler,  were  the  winning 
couple.  They  were  both  two  season  hunters.  The  South 
Herefordshire  Lavish  by  Ledbury  Layman,  d.  Bella  by 
Ledbury  Bandit,  and  Butterfly  by  Vagabond,  d.  Bella  by 
Ledbury  Bandit,  were  second.  Lavish  was  unentered  ; 
Butterfly  a  two  season  hunter.  The  champion  prize  for  the 
best  bitch  went  to  the  Albrighton  Telltale,  with  the  South 
Herefordshire  Lavish  reserve. 

In  the  section  for  Fell  hounds  entered  and  unentered 
hounds  were  also  shown  together.  In  the  class  for  dog  hounds 
the  winners  were  Mr.  Curre’s  Limestone  by  Hemlock, 
d.  Limpet  by  Larker,  and  Tarquin  by  Belgrave,  d.  Taney 
by  Mariner,  an  unentered  hound,  and  in  the  class  for  bitch 
hounds  Lieut. -Col.  David  Davies  won. 

The  challenge  cup  for  the  best  single  Fell  hound  was 
won  by  Mr.  Curre’s  Tarquin,  with  Col.  David  Davies’s 
Merlin  reserve. 
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At  the  second  Annual  Hound  Show  which  was  held  at 
Welshpool  on  July  26th,  1923,  there  were  twTenty-three 
packs  of  hounds  represented,  namely,  the  Afonwy,  the 
Albrighton,  the  Brecon,  the  Bwllfa,  the  Carmarthenshire, 
the  Cheshire,  Mr.  Curre’s,  Col.  David  Davies’s,  the  Duchess 
of  Westminster’s,  the  Gelligaer  and  Talybont,  Miss  Guest’s, 
the  North  Herefordshire,  the  South  Herefordshire,  the 
Irfon  and  Towy,  the  North  Ledbury,  the  Llanayron, 
the  Llangibby,  the  Monmouthshire,  the  Pantysgallog,  the 
Penylan,  the  South  Staffordshire,  the  United  and  the 
Worcestershire.  Of  these  the  Afonwy,  the  Carmarthen¬ 
shire,  the  Cheshire,  the  Duchess  of  Westminster’s,  Miss 
Guest’s,  the  Llanayron, the  Penylan,  the  South  Staffordshire, 
the  United  and  the  Worcestershire  were  new-comers. 
There  were  93  couple  entered,  namely,  39  couple  of  Welsh 
hounds  ;  30 \  couple  of  Cross-bred  hounds  ;  19  couple 
of  English  hounds,  and  \\  couple  of  Fell  hounds. 

In  the  class  for  the  best  couple  of  unentered  Welsh  hounds 
the  Irfon  and  Towy  made  a  capital  record,  for  they  were 
first  with  Chanter  and  Chimer  by  Collier,  d.  Riot  by 
Tailor,  and  second  with  Cobbler — own  brother  to  the 
above — and  Newsboy  by  Royal,  d.  Nancy  by  Collier. 

In  the  class  for  the  best  couple  of  entered  hounds  the 
Pantysgallog  won  with  Teilo  and  Tuner  by  Rambler,  d. 
Paintress  by  Gelligaer  Chaser,  second  prize  going  to  the 
Gelligaer  and  Talybont  Tussler  by  Topper,  d.  Careless  by 
Finder,  and  Sailor  by  Topper,  d.  Lovely  by  Shifter.  The 
challenge  cup  went  to  the  Pantysgallog  Guider  by  Ranter, 
d.  Gay  lass  by  Gelligaer  Shifter,  with  reserve  to  the  Bwllfa 
Rockwood  by  Gellert,  d.  Rory  by  Driller. 

In  the  class  for  the  best  couple  of  unentered  bitch  hounds 
the  Bwllfa  won  with  Frolic  by  Ystrad  Bellman,  d.  Dainty 
by  Ynyscorrwg  Finder,  and  Rally  by  Leader,  d.  Truly 
by  Pantysgallog  Wonder.  The  Pantysgallog  Comely  by 
Rockwood,  d.  Countess  by  Pentyrch  Watchman,  and 
Singwell  by  Rambler,  d.  Frantic  by  Glog  Topper,  were 
second.  In  the  class  for  the  best  couple  of  bitch  hounds 
Col.  David  Davies  won  with  Rosamond  by  Tivyside 


96  FOX-HUNTING  IN  THE  TWENTIETH  CENTURY 

Cobbler,  d.  Radiant  by  Glog  Nimrod,  and  Darling  by 
Ystrad  and  Pentyrch  Miller,  d.  Their  Doxy.  Second  prize 
went  to  the  Pantysgallog  Bellwood  by  Glog  Blucher,  d. 
Glog  Saywell  by  Glog  Tuner,  and  Rally  by  Rambler,  d. 
Mona  by  Gelligaer  Chaser.  The  challenge  cup  went  to 
the  Pantysgallog  Rally,  with  Col.  David  Davies’s  Countess 
by  Rouser,  d.  Ystrad  and  Pentyrch  Careless  by  Their 
Collier,  reserve. 

In  the  Cross-bred  section  Mr.  Curre’s  Factor  by 
Stevenstone  Sainfoin,  d.  Fertile  by  Vassal,  was  the  winner 
in  the  class  for  the  best  unentered  dog  hound  ;  second 
prize  going  to  a  dog  by  the  same  sire,  viz.  Col. 
David  Davies’s  Sainfoin  by  Stevenstone  Sainfoin,  d.  Rosa¬ 
mond  by  Tivyside  Cobbler.  In  the  class  for  the  best 
entered  dog  hound  Mr.  Curre’s  Damson  by  Danger,  d. 
Languish  by  the  Duke  of  Beaufort’s  Leveller,  was  the 
winner,  with  the  South  Staffordshire  Nero  by  Nimrod,  d. 
Charity  by  Mr.  Curre’s  Coroner,  second. 

In  the  class  for  unentered  bitch  hounds  the  Brecon  Tenta¬ 
tive  by  Ludlow  Weaver,  d.  Monmouthshire  Gay  lass  by 
Pentyrch  Wonder,  was  the  winner,  with  the  Brecon  Blameless 
by  Col.  David  Davies’s  Boaster,  d.  Handsome  by  Middleton 
Starter,  second.  In  the  class  for  the  best  entered  bitch 
hound  the  South  Herefordshire  Passion  by  Victor,  d.  Pansy 
by  Potman,  was  first,  with  the  Worcestershire  Garlic  by 
Gordon,  d.  Goldfinch  by  Craftsman  second.  The  challenge 
cup  went  to  Mr.  Curre’s  Factor. 

In  the  class  for  the  best  couple  of  English  dog  hounds 
the  South  Herefordshire  won  with  Donovan  and  Doctor 
by  North  Warwickshire  Donovan,  d.  Sanguine  by  North 
Herefordshire  Samson.  Second  prize  went  to  the  North 
Herefordshire  Dancer  by  Cattistock  Samuel,  d.  Damsel  by 
Sir  W.  Wynn’s  Dexter  and  Dudley  by  Cattistock  Simon, 
d.  Dulcet  by  Sir  W.  Wynn’s  Herald.  The  champion  dog 
hound  was  the  North  Herefordshire  Dudley,  with  the 
South  Herefordshire  Doctor  reserve.  In  the  class  for  the 
best  couple  of  bitches  the  Cheshire  won  with  Crystal  and 
Credit  by  Sailor,  d.  Crony  by  Tartan ;  second  honours 
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going  to  the  North  Herefordshire  Garlic  by  Harper,  d. 
Garland  by  North  Warwickshire  Guardian  and  Fallacy  by 
Dancer,  d.  Fashion  by  the  Duke  of  Beaufort’s  Filer.  The 
championship  went  to  the  Cheshire  Crystal,  with  the 
Cheshire  Credit  reserve.  The  winner  in  the  class  for  Fell 
hounds  went  to  Col.  David  Davies’s  Dorothy,  with  Mr. 
Curre’s  Mildew  reserve. 

The  third  Welsh  National  Hound  Show  was  held  at 
Bridgend  on  J  y  24th,  1924.  In  the  class  for  the  best 
couple  of  unentered  Welsh  dog  hounds  the  Bwllfa  Chanter 
and  Baronet  were  the  winners,  with  Miss  Eileen  Berry’s 
Tuner  and  Trueman  second.  In  the  class  for  the  best 
couple  of  entered  Welsh  dog  hounds  the  Irfon  and  Towy 
Ranter  and  Rockwood  took  first  prize,  with  the  Pantyscallog 
Tuner  and  Player  second.  Sir  D.  R.  Llewellyn’s  challenge 
cup  was  won  by  the  Pantyscallog  Teilo.  In  the  class  for 
unentered  bitch  hounds  first  prize  went  to  the  Bwllfa 
Chorus  and  Bonny,  with  Col.  David  Davies’s  Garland  and 
Gipsy  second  ;  and  in  the  class  for  the  best  couple  of  entered 
Welsh  bitches  the  Bwllfa  were  first  with  Duchess  and 
Sighwell,  and  the  Pantyscallog  were  second  with  Rally  and 
Lovely.  Mr.  Owen  Williams’s  challenge  cup  for  the  best 
Welsh  bitch  hound  was  won  by  Col.  David  Davies’s  Countess. 

In  the  Cross-bred  section  hounds  were  shown  singly. 
In  the  class  for  unentered  dog  hounds,  Col.  Delmie  Davies- 
Evans  won  with  Demon,  and  was  second  with  Dasher; 
and  in  the  class  for  Cross-bred  entered  dog  hounds,  Mr. 
Curre’s  Factor  was  first,  and  the  Brecon  Paragon  was  second. 
In  the  class  for  unentered  bitches  the  Llangibby  Saucy 
was  first,  with  Miss  Eileen  Berry’s  Tulip  second  ;  and  in  the 
class  for  entered  bitches  Mr.  Curre’s  Faddy  won,  with  his 
Hapless  second.  Lord  Tredegar’s  cup  for  the  best  single 
Cross-bred  hound  was  won  by  Mr.  Curre’s  Faddy. 

In  the  English  hound  section,  first  prize  in  the  class  for 
the  best  couple  of  hounds,  entered  or  unentered,  was  won 
by  the  South  Herefordshire  Donovan  and  Doctor,  with  the 
Ledbury  Viscount  and  Wallace  second.  The  silver  hunting 
horn  for  the  best  single  dog  hound  was  won  by  the  South 
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Herefordshire  Doctor,  with  the  Ledbury  Wallace  reserve. 
In  the  class  for  the  best  couple  of  bitch  hounds  the  South 
Herefordshire  Lavish  and  Dimple  were  first,  and  Mr. 
Curre’s  Whimsey  and  Whisper  were  second.  The  silver 
hunting  horn  for  the  best  bitch  went  to  the  South  Hereford¬ 
shire  Lavish. 

In  the  Fell  hound  section  the  champion  cup  went  to 
Col.  David  Davies’s  Dorothy. 
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CHAPTER  XI 


HUNTERS  AND  HORSE  SHOWS 

Fox-hunting  on  foot  is  but  labour  in  vain. 

Egerton  Warburton. 

Round  hoof’d,  short  jointed,  fetlocks  shag  and  long, 

Broad  breast,  full  eye,  small  head  and  nostril  wide, 

High  crest,  short  ears,  short  legs  and  passing  strong, 

Thin  mane,  thick  tail,  broad  buttock,  tender  hide  ; 

Look,  what  a  horse  should  have  he  did  not  lack, 

Save  a  proud  rider  on  so  proud  a  back. 

Shakespeare.  Venus  and  Adonis. 

SOME  years  ago  I  was  one  of  a  company  at  a  well- 
known  literary  club  where  a  good  deal  of  desultory 
conversation  was  going  on,  and  some  rather  one¬ 
sided  opinions  were  expressed.  The  conversation 
grew  animated,  and  argument  waxed  high,  when  there  was 
a  momentary  lull  in  it,  and  one  gentleman,  whose  part  up  to 
that  time  had  been  that  of  a  listener,  said  calmly  :  “  The 
man  who  generalises  from  the  particular  does  not  show 
much  wisdom.”  Another  of  the  company — a  famous 
Oxford  professor — immediately  said  :  “  That  is  the  wisest 
word  that  has  been  said  here  to-day.”  So  wise  a  word  is  it 
that  it  is  a  mere  truism  when  it  is  carefully  analysed.  This 
kind  of  generalisation  is  continually  happening  in  whatever 
society  a  man  may  chance  to  find  himself. 

The  anecdote  has  been  told  because  there  is  nothing 
perhaps  in  which  generalisation  from  the  particular  is  so 
prevalent  as  in  questions  relating  to  horse-breeding.  Some¬ 
how  every  man  thinks  that  he  knows  something  about  a 
horse  that  is  worth  knowing,  and  gives  his  opinion  freely 
accordingly.  And  so  we  hear  some  very  extraordinary 
things  said  about  horses  individually  and  collectively.  It 
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is  not  intended  to  enter  into  controversial  arguments  on 
the  subject.  The  recent  war  showed  us  plainly  enough  that 
the  horse  cannot  be  done  without,  and  there  that  part  of  the 
question  may  be  allowed  to  drop. 

Anyone  who  has  practical  knowledge  of  horses,  and  who 
has  studied  the  history  of  the  horse  during  the  last  two 
hundred  years,  knows  that  there  have  been  periods  when 
the  standard  has  dropped  considerably,  and  times,  again, 
when  there  has  been  a  wonderful  excellence  all  round. 
For  instance,  there  were  several  horses  in  Blair  Athol’s 
year  who  were  good  enough  to  win  five  Derbys  out  of  six. 
Why  there  should  be  this  sudden  change  of  quality  and 
character  from  time  to  time  it  is  difficult  to  say,  and  this  is 
not  the  place  to  discuss  the  question  in  all  its  bearings.  It 
is  sufficient  to  show  that  such  a  state  of  things  exists,  has 
always  existed,  and  will  probably  continue  to  exist.  What 
we  have  to  deal  with  here  is  the  history  of  the  horse  during 
the  war  and  after. 

That  we  were  totally  unprepared  for  the  war,  so  far  as 
the  horse  supply  was  concerned,  is  a  matter  of  course 
It  seems  a  kind  of  fatality  that  we  should  sleep  till  we 
are  roused  by  the  hand  at  our  throat.  The  Government 
was  warned  of  the  danger,  a  way  out  of  the  difficulty  was 
pointed  out  to  it,  and  with  the  usual  supercilious  in¬ 
solence  of  bureaucracies  it  was  ignored.  If  it  had  been 
acted  upon  the  country  would  have  been  saved  a  few 
millions ;  but  that,  of  course,  is  an  incident  of  minor 
importance. 

When  the  war  came  there  was  an  outcry  for  horses, 
which  the  up-to-date  dweller  in  towns  had  been  telling 
us  for  years  were  of  no  further  use,  and  arrangements — 
some  of  them  good — were  immediately  made  for  securing 
horses  from  all  over  the  world.  Of  course,  there  were 
blunders  made  in  the  appointment  of  purchasers  of  horses 
at  home.  I  know  of  one  instance  where  seventy  horses 
out  of  a  hundred  were  rejected  by  the  veterinary  major. 
The  loss  to  the  country  by  this  transaction  alone  was 
over  three  thousand  pounds  ;  but,  of  course,  that  was  a 
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matter  of  no  import.  As  for  the  purchaser,  as  Autolycus 
has  it : 

Lawn  as  white  as  driven  snow  ; 

Cyprus  black  as  e’er  was  crow  ; 

Gloves  as  sweet  as  damask  roses 

were  more  in  his  line  than  horses,  and  that  which  happened 
might  have  been  expected. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  dwell  on  the  blunders  that  were 
made.  Blunders  were  sure  to  be  made  under  the  circum¬ 
stances,  and  reference  is  obliged  to  be  made  to  them  in 
order  to  show  the  position  of  horse-breeding.  It  must  be 
remembered  that  such  was  the  extreme  need  for  Army 
purposes  that  hurry  was  essential,  and  a  bad  hurry  has 
always  to  be  paid  for,  even  if  it  is  obligatory.  So  there  is 
no  doubt  that  many  a  good  mare  was  sent  out  of  the  country 
to  find  her  death,  that  ought  to  have  been  kept  in  England 
to  breed  from. 

Now  let  us  look  at  a  brighter  part  of  the  picture.  There 
were  wise  men  who  foresaw  that  horses  would  be  wanted 
after  the  war.  They  saw  that  effort  must  be  made  to  prevent 
a  collapse  in  horse-breeding,  and  that  an  effort  must  be 
made  to  create  and  preserve  as  high  a  standard  as  the 
circumstances  would  admit  of.  When  it  was  no  longer 
possible  to  hold  the  Spring  Horse  Shows  in  London,  Mr. 
Tattersall  came  to  the  rescue  and  offered  the  Sale  Paddocks 
at  Newmarket  as  a  site  for  them.  So  the  continuity  of 
the  shows  for  the  King’s  Premiums  was  maintained,  which 
was  the  matter  of  greatest  urgency. 

The  compulsory  abandonment  of  so  many  race  meetings 
had  an  effect  upon  these  shows,  inasmuch  as  it  caused  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  entries  and  also  a  somewhat 
higher  class  of  horses  to  be  exhibited  than  had  been  the 
case.  This,  of  course,  did  not  last  long,  and  soon  after  the 
war  was  over  numbers  dropped  back  to  the  normal.  There 
is,  however,  taken  on  the  whole,  a  higher  standard  of 
excellence  than  was  the  case  at  one  time.  Too  much  can 
scarcely  be  said  to  the  credit  of  those  men — men  of  all 
ranks  and  classes  of  society,  who  in  a  period  of  great 
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national  stress  strained  every  nerve  to  preserve  and  main¬ 
tain  a  great  national  industry.  The  Earl  of  Derby  well 
expressed  their  policy  when  he  received  a  deputation 
from  the  Hunters’  Improvement  and  National  Light  Horse- 
Breeding  Society.  “  As  regards  the  riding  horses,”  said 
Lord  Derby,  “  as  long  as  racing,  hunting  and  polo  con¬ 
tinue,  and  speaking  for  myself,  and  I  think  I  can  speak  for 
the  Army  also,  I  should  view  with  the  gravest  concern 
anything  which  threatened  permanently  to  interfere  with 
any  of  these  three  sports.  As  far  as  I  am  concerned  I  shall 
always  support  all  three,  because  I  believe  that  they  make, 
in  this  country,  the  industry  of  horse-breeding,  which  is  a 
great  one,  absolutely  the  first  in  the  whole  of  the  world.  I 
believe  these  three  sports  are  necessary  to  keep  up  that 
supremacy.”  1 

Then  the  authorities,  whilst  the  war  was  still  on,  adopted 
a  very  wise  policy.  They  sent  capable  men  out — not  drapers 
this  time — to  select  such  mares  as  were  likely  to  breed  a 
good  foal,  and  that  were  not  fit  for  active  service.  In  fact,  to 
send  back  anything  that  could  be  spared  that  was  capable  of 
breeding  a  foal.  I  saw  more  than  one  lot  of  these  returned 
mares,  and  can  testify  to  the  excellence  of  the  material. 

Of  course,  the  absence  of  pedigree  in  these  mares  was 
a  serious  handicap.  It  made  the  mating  them  the  more 
risky,  and  it  also  prevented  any  of  their  produce  being 
readily  identified.  Still,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  on 
the  whole  this  policy  was  a  successful  one. 

1  The  following  gentlemen  formed  the  deputation  :  Mr.  Cecil  Aldin, 
Mr.  A.  S.  Bowlby,  Major  Sir  Merrik  R.  Burrell,  Bt.,  Col.  the  Hon. 
Charles  Byng,  The  Hon.  E.  A.  Fitzroy,  M.P.,  Lt.-Col.  R.  R.  Forestier- 
Walker,  D.S.O.,  Sir  Walter  Gilbey,  Bt.,  Mr.  R.  H.  Gosling,  Sir  Gilbert 
Greenall,  Bt.  (also  representing  the  War  Emergency  Committee  of  the 
Royal  Agricultural  Society),  Lt.-Col.  W.  Raymond  Greene,  D.S.O., 
M.P.,  Mr.  W.  A.  Harford,  Sir  R.  T.  Hermon  Hodge,  Bt.,  Sir  Henry 
Hoare,  Bt.,  Lt.-Col.  J.  McKie,  Sir  Gerald  Mildmay,  Bt.,  Earl  of  Orkney, 
Hon.  Alexander  Parker,  Lord  Penrhyn,  The  Hon.  Claud  B.  Portman, 
Major  W.  H.  Rawnsley,  Brig.-Gen.  Lord  Saltoun,  G.M.G.,  Lord  Stal- 
bridge,  Mr.  A.  H.  Straker,  Mr.  Rimer  Williams,  Major  Clive  Wilson. 
A  more  representative  body  it  would  be  difficult  to  find.  They  had  a 
tough  problem  placed  before  them  for  solution,  and  they  solved  it  and 
solved  it  well, 
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It  is  difficult  to  say  who  is  the  most  outrageous,  the 
extreme  optimist  or  the  extreme  pessimist.  Happily,  neither 
do  any  practical  harm  to  the  great  breeding  industry.  When 
the  war  was  over  one  heard  men  with  long  faces  saying  we 
should  never  have  horses  good  for  anything  again,  whilst 
all  the  time  we  had  a  foundation  upon  which  to  start  such 
as  we  had  probably  never  known  before.  The  “  best  I 
ever  saw  in  my  life  ”  enthusiast,  of  course,  had  his  turn, 
especially  if  he  happened  to  have  a  horse  himself  that  had 
won  a  prize  or  two.  His  kind  we  have  always  had  with  us, 
and  we  shall  have  to  the  end  of  time. 

Let  us  see  what  was  happening  in  the  hunter-breeding 
world  in  the  last  years  of  the  war.  Where  men  had  young 
mares  they  were  breeding  off  some  of  them,  and  these  the 
best.  That  this  was  a  wise  policy  is  undoubted,  but  it  did 
not  prevail  to  any  great  extent  before  the  war.  Then,  as 
young  mares  were  more  bred  from,  there  were  not  so  many 
cast-offs  bred  from,  and  the  war  had  also  got  rid  of  a  lot 
of  undesirables,  if  it  had  also  taken  heavy  toll  of  the  good 
horses. 

Then  the  Hunters’  Improvement  and  National  Light 
Horse-Breeding  Society  originated  a  policy,  the  effect  of 
which  will  be  far-reaching  in  course  of  time.  It  gave  to 
certain  of  the  leading  shows  a  special  premium  of  the  value 
of  twenty  pounds  to  three-year- old  fillies  which  had  been 
put  to  the  stud.  Half  of  this  premium  was  payable  to  them 
at  the  end  of  the  season  on  the  production  of  a  certificate 
that  the  last  service  took  place  not  later  than  the  middle  of 
June,  and  the  other  half  on  the  filly  producing  a  living  foal. 
That  the  ranks  of  the  brood  mares  have  been  well  recruited 
from  these  classes  is  undoubted,  and  there  is  every  reason 
to  believe  that  as  time  goes  on  the  ranks  of  our  hunter 
brood  mares  will  be  every  year  recruited  with  some  of  the 
best  blood  in  the  land,  and  there  will  be  a  general  improve¬ 
ment,  and  that  our  horses  will  become  more  typical. 
Something  in  that  direction,  indeed,  is  already  showing. 

Not  very  long  since  I  was  asked  if  there  were  any  out¬ 
standing  horses  in  the  present  time,  horses  like  Gendarme, 
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for  instance.  The  big  good-looking  riding  horse  has  cer¬ 
tainly,  to  a  certain  extent,  disappeared,  if  not,  indeed, 
altogether.  Nor  is  he  much  loss.  “  Fashionable  show 
points  ''  got  to  have  more  influence  than  they  ought  to 
have  had,  and  there  were,  before  the  war,  to  be  found 
amongst  the  prize  winners  horses  that  would  not  have  made 
a  very  brilliant  show  in  “  forty  minutes  o'er  the  grass 
without  a  check."  We  have  changed  for  the  better  in  this 
respect  and  are,  I  think,  on  the  way  to  still  further  improve¬ 
ment. 

To  begin  with,  the  hunter  type  is  more  emphasised  at 
all  our  shows  than  it  was  a  few  years  ago.  At  many  shows 
there  are  now  to  be  found  classes  for  horses  that  have  been 
regularly  hunted  for  one  or  two  seasons.  These  classes  are 
increasing,  and  they  should  be  found  at  all  the  important 
shows  in  the  country,  and  one  wonders  whether  the 
Hunters'  Improvement  and  National  Light  Horse-Breeding 
Society  might  not  do  something  to  encourage  those  very 
useful  classes.  It  might  have  a  class  at  the  London  Show, 
and  a  system  of  equal  premiums  for  such  a  class  would 
probably  be  found  beneficial. 

So  far  back  as  1922  there  were  indications  of  an  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  hunter  classes  ;  but  it  moved  slowly,  as  improve¬ 
ment  in  breeding  generally  does  for  a  time.  Still,  to  those 
who  went  the  round  of  the  shows  there  were  many  en¬ 
couraging  signs,  as  has  already  been  indicated. 

But  in  the  show  season  of  1924  the  indications  of  the  last 
few  years  have  been  strongly  confirmed.  From  the  very 
earliest  of  the  shows  the  improved  character  of  the  classes 
of  young  hunters  has  been  conspicuous.  There  has  also 
been  a  feature  in  them,  the  importance  of  which  it  is 
impossible  to  overrate.  That  is  their  level  character.  This 
was  manifest  at  the  first  show  of  the  season,  the  Hunters' 
Show  in  London,  and  it  was  emphasised  as  the  season 
wore  on. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  level  character  is  in  some 
degree  attributable  to  the  good  work  done  by  the  King’s 
Premiums.  The  man  who  generalises  from  the  particular 
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has  frequently  something  to  say  about  the  King's  Premiums, 
and  the  King's  Premium  horses,  not  always  or  indeed  often 
of  a  complimentary  character.  But  if  we  look  at  the  facts  of 
the  case  we  shall  see  that  much  of  the  good  in  our  present 
position  is  due  to  the  King's  Premium  Shows.  The  position 
and  its  causes  are  worth  a  little  consideration. 

To  begin  with,  the  critic  is  sometimes  very  bitter  in  his 
denunciations  of  the  premium  horses  themselves.  That 
there  have  been  moderate  horses  amongst  the  premium 
winners  is  undoubted.  As  Lord  Leigh  pertinently  remarked 
to  Mr.  Poole  at  a  lawn  meet  of  the  Warwickshire  Hounds, 
when  the  latter  complained  that  the  company  was  rather 
“  mixed  "  :  “You  cannot  have  three  hundred  men  out 
hunting  and  all  of  them  West  End  tailors."  But  the  bulk 
of  the  horses  shown,  let  alone  the  premium  winners,  have 
been  remarkably  well  bred,  and  the  bulk  of  them  have  also 
been  good-looking  and  serviceable  horses.  And  even  some 
of  those  that  have  been  very  open  to  criticism  have  turned 
out  serviceable  sires. 

This  thoroughbred  stallion  show  has,  then,  brought  to 
the  notice  of  the  public  a  lot  of  horses  that  would  have  been 
otherwise  unknown  to  it,  and  many  of  which  would  prob¬ 
ably  have  been  sold  out  of  the  country.  But  it  has  done 
much  more  than  this.  As  the  foxhound  show  has  brought 
masters  of  hounds  and  experts  together  at  Peterborough, 
and  given  them  an  opportunity  of  consulting  on  important 
matters  concerning  their  interests,  so  has  the  King’s 
Premium  Show  been  a  meeting-place  for  those  concerned 
with  the  difficulties  and  intricacies  of  breeding  high-class 
hunters.  Perhaps  the  educational  value  of  the  show  is  as 
important  as  any  of  its  many  important  attributes. 

That  the  shows,  or  rather  the  premium  stallions,  have 
had  a  good  effect  upon  our  light  horse-breeding  is  un¬ 
doubted,  and  it  is  now  just  beginning  to  show  itself  in  the 
way  of  a  more  strongly  established  type — a  circumstance 
which  has  been  marked  at  nearly  all  the  principal  shows 
this  year.  One  of  the  first  things  the  expert  looks  for  at 
the  shows  is  the  brood  mare  class.  Now  the  brood  mare 
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classes  this  year  have  been  remarkable  for  two  things,  the 
excellent  quality  of  the  exhibits  and  the  number  of  the 
entries.  Twelve  to  sixteen  entries  have  been  common  at 
the  more  important  shows,  and  the  high  quality  of  the 
classes  as  a  whole  has  been  marked.  Another  thing  worthy 
of  notice  is  the  excellent  pedigrees  which  many  of  them 
have,  and  then,  again,  there  is  the  prevalence  of  “  type.” 
Not  many  years  ago  it  was  no  uncommon  thing  to  see 
half  a  dozen  different  types  in  a  brood  mare  class.  This  is 
gradually  disappearing. 

As  an  instance  of  how  equally  balanced  are  the  merits  of 
the  younger  horses  that  are  shown  a  unique  occurrence  may 
be  cited.  There  were  three  shows  taking  place  on  three 
successive  days,  at  which  three  hunters  were  exhibited  in 
the  same  class  at  each  show.  They  each  took  a  first,  a 
second,  and  a  third  prize,  and  as  they  had  all  won  pre¬ 
viously  in  the  best  of  company  there  is  not  room  for 
captious  criticism  on  any  of  the  awards.  Of  course,  one 
knows  which  one  likes  best  oneself,  but  this  does  not  say 
that  the  decision  which  puts  that  horse  second  or  third 
was  wrong.  It  was  one  of  the  most  interesting  circum¬ 
stances  I  ever  came  across  in  my  long  experience  of  the 
horse  show. 

There  is  another  matter  which  is  of  considerable  im¬ 
portance,  and  it  is  one  on  which  hunter  breeders  may 
certainly  congratulate  themselves.  The  question  may  be 
asked,  How  many  hunters,  say  twenty-five  years  ago,  that 
could  win  prizes  at  the  leading  shows  in  the  country  could 
get  their  heads  first  past  the  post  in  a  point-to-point  steeple¬ 
chase  ?  But  there  are  plenty  now  that  can  win  in  both 
places.  For  instance,  Sir  John  Leigh’s  Jorrocks,  who  has 
so  many  prizes  at  the  leading  shows  to  his  credit,  has  won 
no  fewer  than  three  point-to-point  races.  Then  Mr. 
W.  E.  Stokes’s  Linthouse,  who  has  won  at  more  than  one 
important  show  as  a  lightweight  hunter,  has  caught  the 
judge’s  eye  at  more  than  one  meeting  under  National  Hunt 
Rules,  though  he  began  with  racing  on  the  flat  and  finally 
went  to  the  showyard. 
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The  importance  of  the  agricultural  or  horse  show  as  a 
feature  of  country  life  can  scarcely  be  overrated,  and  they 
would  occupy  a  much-stronger  position  than  they  do  now 
if  they  were  better  managed.  With  some  of  them,  indeed, 
there  is  little  fault  to  be  found ;  but  in  many  places  abuses 
are  creeping  in,  gradually  perhaps  at  first,  but  they 
strengthen  with  time.  There  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  that 
there  are  many  men  who  would  exhibit,  and  perhaps  largely, 
were  it  not  that  they  declined  to  meet  horses  that  have  no 
description,  and  are  in  all  probability  only  entered  a 
couple  of  days  before  the  show.  The  show  catalogue 
should  be,  to  a  certain  extent,  a  concise  history  of  the 
breeding  of  the  day.  In  many  cases  nowadays  it  is  not  even 
as  explanatory  as  an  auctioneer’s  catalogue.  The  sooner 
this  is  improved  the  better  will  it  be  for  hunter-breeding. 

There  is  another  matter  in  connexion  with  the  shows 
which  have  taken  place  within  the  last  four  or  five  years  to 
which  attention  should  be  particularly  directed.  This  is 
the  classes  for  children’s  ponies.  I  believe  the  first  classes 
for  children’s  ponies  in  which  the  age  of  the  rider  was 
limited  were  at  the  Yorkshire  Show,  when  Mr.  Thomas 
Parrington  was  secretary.  From  time  to  time  they  were 
seen  at  some  of  the  leading  shows,  but  it  is  only  lately  that 
they  have  received  the  prominence  which  is  their  due.  At 
some  shows  now  there  are  as  many  as  three  classes  of 
children’s  ponies,  and  when  this  is  the  case  they  are  classi¬ 
fied  on  something  approaching  the  following  lines.  There 
is  a  class  for  ponies  13  hands  and  under  to  be  ridden  by 
children  not  more  than  twelve  years  old  last  birthday  ; 
a  class  for  ponies  14  hands  and  under  to  be  ridden  by 
children  not  more  than  fourteen  years  old  ;  and  a  class  for 
children’s  hunters  15  hands  and  under  to  be  ridden  by 
children  under  sixteen  years  old.  Such,  roughly,  are  the 
conditions  which  prevail  at  the  leading  shows,  though  the 
last  class  is  not  found  at  many  of  them. 

No  doubt  there  had  been  a  gradual  increase  of  classes  for 
children’s  ponies  for  some  few  years  before  showing  was 
brought  to  a  stop  for  a  few  years,  but  they  certainly  did  not 
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attract  the  attention  then  that  they  do  now  ;  neither  were 
so  many  or  such  good  ponies  shown.  In  those  days  one 
often  saw  a  sturdy  little  pony,  very  round  and  wide  over 
his  shoulders,  which  were  such  that  no  little  person  could 
possibly  get  his  or  her  legs  in  the  right  place  to  ensure  a 
secure  seat  on  the  saddle.  There  was,  therefore,  only  one 
thing  to  do — that  which  is  tersely  expressed  in  the  old 
Yorkshire  stable  maxim  :  “Sit  back  and  pull.” 

Consequently  we  saw  the  youngsters  shortening  their 
stirrups,  sitting  as  far  back  in  the  saddle  as  they  could  get, 
and  holding  on  by  the  bridle  like  grim  death,  to  the  utter 
ruin  of  seat  and  hands.  For  it  cannot  be  too  strongly 
insisted  that  faults  can  be  acquired  in  a  few  hours  which 
cannot  be  got  rid  of  in  years,  if,  indeed,  they  ever  can. 

There  has  been  a  marvellous  improvement  in  this 
respect  during  the  last  few  years.  Those  who  have  provided 
the  ponies  for  the  children  have  wisely  recognised  the  fact 
that  it  is  essential  for  their  shoulders  to  have  as  nearly  as 
possible  the  correct  slope,  so  that  the  children  should  drop 
naturally  into  their  proper  place  in  the  saddle.  The 
correct  seat  once  secure,  good  hands  seem,  in  a  great 
number  of  cases  at  any  rate,  to  come  naturally,  and  the  way 
in  which  some  very  young  boys — I  have  in  my  mind  a  boy 
of  ten — handle  their  ponies  is  highly  creditable. 

There  is  another  important  matter  in  connexion  with 
these  classes  to  which  attention  must  be  drawn,  and  that 
is  the  wonderful  horse-mastership  displayed  by  the  young 
people.  I  have  seen  during  the  show  season  (1924)  several 
boys  under  twelve  years  of  age,  who  would  have  been 
accompanied  by  an  old  servant  if  they  had  lived  thirty 
years  ago,  show  their  ponies  with  all  the  keenness  and  a  lot 
of  the  skill  of  the  professional  exhibitor. 

These  boys  and  girls  will  become  horsemen  and  horse¬ 
women,  and  many  of  them  will  become  horsemen  and 
horsewomen  of  exceptional  ability.  The  importance  of  this 
from  a  national  point  of  view  is  enormous.  To  begin 
with,  the  natural  tendency  of  the  day  is  self-indulgence. 
Now  the  horseman  cannot  be  self-indulgent,  at  any  rate 
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when  he  is  in  the  saddle.  Then,  when  once  a  child  has  got 
confidence,  the  love  of  riding  is  confirmed  in  him.  His 
happiest  hours  are  spent  in  the  saddle,  and  instead  of 
slothful  ease  his  delight  is  in  action.  The  classes  for 
children’s  ponies  should  be  freely  supported  all  over  the 
country,  and  wherever  a  youngster  shows  a  desire  for  riding, 
that  desire  should  be  gratified  if  possible,  for  in  the  words 
of  the  great  Duke  of  Newcastle 

“  Horsemanship  makyth  for  Manhode.” 


Note  to  Part  II. — It  will  be  noticed  that  there  are  variations  in  the  spelling  of 
some  of  the  proper  names  both  of  owners  and  horses  in  the  records  of  the  Point-to - 
Point  Races.  The  fact  is  that  there  are  in  the  official  record  several  names  spelt 
in  two  or  three  different  ways.  An  attempt  was  made  at  correction,  but  finally  it 
was  thought  better  to  leave  things  as  they  were.  When  one  comes  to  think  of  the 
difficulties  which  were  encountered  on  every  hand  when  the  old  order  was  being 
restored,  there  is  no  need  to  wonder  at  misprints. 


PART  II 

THE  HISTORY  OF  TEN  YEARS 
CHAPTER  I 

NORTHUMBERLAND,  CUMBERLAND,  WESTMORLAND  AND 

DURHAM 

So  minutes,  hours,  days,  months,  and  years 
Passed  over. — Shakespeare.  3  Henry  VI. 

TEN  years  does  not  look  like  a  very  long  period, 
yet  it  is  one  in  which  much  may  happen,  especi¬ 
ally  under  such  circumstances  as  a  world-wide 
war,  which  affects,  more  or  less,  every  individual 
member  of  the  struggling  nations.  It  is  my  intention  to 
show  as  briefly  as  possible  how  that  important  body,  the 
fox-hunting  world,  was  affected  during  that  period.  It  is 
a  somewhat  sad  record — a  record  of  struggle  against  infinite 
difficulties — sometimes  sprung  upon  the  strugglers  sud¬ 
denly  and  entirely  unexpected  ;  a  record  of  troubles  and 
griefs  and  woes  innumerable.  But  also  a  record  of  noble 
effort,  of  dogged  perseverance,  and  happily,  in  the  end,  a 
record  of  the  preservation  and  the  safety  of  our  great 
national  sport. 

To  make  the  history  of  hunting  during  the  war  years 
and  after  complete,  every  hunt  should  be  noted,  and  it  is 
my  intention  to  say  a  brief  word  about  each  of  them, 
touching  on  important  matters  which  have  some  connexion 
with  the  sport  of  kings,  from  time  to  time. 

The  best  way  to  cover  the  ground  seems  to  me  to  be  to 
take  a  rough  geographical  survey  of  the  country,  and  group 
the  hunts  according  to  the  counties  in  which  they  are 
situated.  Many  changes  will  be  found  to  have  taken  place  ; 


no 
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countries  will  be  found  to  have  amalgamated  or  separated  ; 
but,  whatever  has  happened,  we  have  kept  the  sport 
together,  and  hand  it  down  safe  and  uninjured  to  our 
successors. 

N  ORTHUMBERL  AND 

The  Northumberland  hunts  have  experienced  some 
vicissitudes  during  the  last  ten  years,  but  the  Tynedale 
has  happily  escaped  from  sudden  changes.  That  good 
sportsman,  Mr.  John  C.  Straker  of  Stagslian  House, 
Corbridge,  is  still  the  master,  and  he  has  carried  the  horn 
for  forty-two  seasons.  The  secretaries,  Major  Charles 
Hornby,  Anick  Cottage,  Hexham,  and  Mr.  Henry  A. 
Westmacott,  North  Ashfield,  Newcastle,  are  of  recent 
appointment,  the  former  taking  office  in  1921  and  the  latter 
a  year  later.  Edward  Tyrell,  the  huntsman,  has  been  in 
office  since  1911. 

The  point-to-point  meeting  in  1914  was  held  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  the  Morpeth  at  Camp  House.  The  Nomination 
Sweepstakes,  which  was  the  principal  event,  was  won  by 
Mr.  Ian  Straker’s  April  Morn  III  (owner),  Mr.  R.  Lord’s 
Andre  (owner)  was  second  and  Mr.  G.  A.  Bainbridge’s 
Peter  III  (owner)  was  third.  There  was  not  another 
point-to-point  meeting  until  March  24th,  1920,  when  the 
Tynedale  held  their  meeting  at  North  Clarewood,  Cor¬ 
bridge,  the  Morpeth  not  joining  them  on  this  occasion. 
Mr.  F.  P.  Barnett’s  Spider  (owner)  won  the  Nomination 
Race.  On  March  30th,  1921,  the  meeting  was  held  at 
Ingool,  and  the  curious  coincidence  took  place  of  the  three 
placed  horses  being  owned  and  ridden  by  masters  of  fox¬ 
hounds  :  Mr.  A.  M.  Keith’s  (Haydon)  Beamer,  Mr.  W.  W. 
Burdon’s  Waggoner  and  Major  Milvain’s  Hackless  Beauty. 
The  three  finished  in  the  order  named,  and  were  all  ridden 
by  their  owners.  In  1922  (April  5th)  the  meeting  was  at 
Sheldon  Hill,  when  Mr.  W.  W.  Burdon’s  Blue  Cap,  ridden 
by  his  owner,  won  the  Open  Nomination  Race,  with  the 
previous  year’s  winner,  Mr.  A.  M.  Keith’s  Beamer,  second. 
The  race  in  1923  took  place  at  Harlow  Hill,  Stocksfield,  on 
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March  21st.  Major  Ian  Straker  had  a  rare  day,  for  he  owned 
and  rode  three  winners.  The  Open  Nomination  Race  he  won 
on  His  Excellency  in  a  field  of  nine,  in  which  Mr.  F. 
Straker ’s  Stolen  Silver  (Capt.  R.  Straker)  was  second  and 
Miss  M.  J.  Spencer’s  Nicky  (Mr.  Robson)  was  third.  In 
the  Lightweight  Race  Capt.  Ian  Straker  won  on  his 
Joker  VII,  and  in  the  Heavyweight  Race  on  his  Copper 
Plate. 

The  North  Northumberland  has  undergone  some 
changes.  When  I  first  knew  it  it  was  known  as  the  Glendale 
and  was  hunted  by  that  fine  sportsman,  Mr.  George  Grey 
of  Milfield,  one  of  the  finest  horsemen  and  hardest  riders  in 
that  hard-riding  county  of  Northumberland.  After  Mr. 
Grey’s  time  it  was  absorbed  by  the  Northumberland  and 
Berwickshire,  which  was  then  under  the  mastership  of  Sir 
James  Miller.  During  Sir  James  Miller’s  mastership  he 
loaned  some  of  his  country  to  Mr.  J.  C.  Fenwick,  and  that 
gentleman  revived  the  Glendale  Hunt.  Mrs.  Burrell 
hunted  the  remaining  part  of  the  Northumberland  section 
of  the  Northumberland  and  Berwickshire  Hunt  for  a  couple 
of  seasons,  and  then  these  two  hunts — that  is,  the  Glendale 
and  Mrs.  Burrell’s — joined  forces  under  a  committee  con¬ 
sisting  of  Lord  Francis  Osborne,  Mr.  J.  C.  Collingwood 
and  Mr.  J.  C.  Fenwick.  This  was  practically  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  North  Northumberland  Hunt  as  it  is  now  known. 
At  the  end  of  a  couple  of  seasons  the  committee  retired,  and 
Mr.  John  Clay  of  Chicago  was  appointed  master  and  hunted 
the  country  for  six  seasons  without  a  subscription.  He 
retired  in  191 5  and  gave  the  hounds  to  the  country.  On  his 
retirement  Mr.  F.  W.  Lambton  took  a  practical  part  in  the 
management  of  the  hunt,  and  he  kept  it  going  till  1919, 
when  Mr.  John  Clay  resumed  office  for  a  year.  In  1920 
Col.  the  Hon.  Hugh  Joicey,  D.S.O.,  succeeded  him  in  the 
mastership. 

The  Border  Hunt  has  seen  few  changes  since  the  days 
when  it  first  came  into  being.  The  Robsons  of  Woodburn 
and  the  Dodds  of  Catcleugh  seem  to  have  been  closely 
associated  with  the  hunt  since  it  was  formed  so  long  ago 
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that  there  seems  to  be  no  history  extant  of  its  origin.  Mr. 
Jacob  Robson  of  Cold  Town,  Woodburn,  and  Mr.  S. 
Dodd  of  Catcleugh,  Otterburn,  commenced  their  partner¬ 
ship  as  masters  of  the  Border  Hunt  in  1879,  and  they  are 
still  at  the  head  of  affairs,  having  ruled  the  country  for  forty- 
five  years.  The  hounds  have  been  hunted  by  Mr.  Jacob 
Robson,  who  has  shown  fine  sport  in  the  wild  picturesque 
Border  country.  It  should  be  added  that  part  of  the 
Border  country  is  in  the  county  of  Roxburghshire. 

Like  others  of  the  well-known  Northumberland  hunts 
the  Morpeth  has  known  few  changes,  there  having  been 
only  four  masters  in  seventy  years,  and  two  of  these  were 
of  the  same  family.  The  present  master,  Mr.  F.  B.  Atkin¬ 
son,  took  office  in  1902,  and  the  huntsman,  John  Scott,  has 
been  with  him  since  1911.  In  1913a  presentation  was  made 
to  Mr.  Atkinson  on  the  occasion  of  his  silver  wedding.  A 
silver  model  of  a  fox  was  given  by  the  members  of  the  hunt, 
and  a  flower  bowl  and  silver  pocket-flask  by  the  tenant 
farmers  and  gamekeepers.  Some  ten  years  later  Mr. 
Atkinson  was  presented  with  a  three- quarter-length  portrait 
of  himself  in  recognition  of  his  twenty-one  years’  mastership. 

The  point-to-point  meeting  was  revived  at  Linden  Hill 
Head  on  April  8th,  1920.  The  Nomination  Race  was  won 
by  Capt.  W.  W.  Bunion’s  Waggoner,  with  Mr.  F.  Straker 
second  and  Capt.  J.  E.  Rogerson’s  Pips  third.  In  the 
following  year  the  meeting  was  held  at  Saltwick  on  April 
7th.  The  winner  of  the  Nomination  Race  was  Mr.  F. 
Straker’s  Red  Knight,  Mr.  F.  E.  Rogerson’s  (?)  Pips  was 
second  and  Mr.  Farquhar  Laing’s  Comet  was  third.  In 
1922  the  meeting  was  again  held  at  Linden.  The  Nomina¬ 
tion  Race  was  again  won  by  Mr.  F.  Straker’s  Red  Knight, 
ridden  by  Capt.  R.  Straker,  Miss  E.  Adamson’s  Jack  Snipe, 
ridden  by  Mr.  P.  Hogg,  was  second  and  Capt.  A.  M.  Keith’s 
Beamer  (owner)  was  third.  In  1923  the  meeting  was  held 
at  Penny  hill.  The  Nomination  Race  was  won  by  Miss 
M.  J.  Spencer’s  Micky,  ridden  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Robson,  with 
Miss  M.  Adamson’s  Rubaiyel,  ridden  by  Mr.  P.  Hogg, 
second  and  Mr.  F.  P.  Barnett’s  Spider  (owner)  third. 
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The  Haydon,  like  some  other  countries  in  Northumber¬ 
land,  has  been  known  by  more  than  one  name.  In  the  last 
century  it  was  known  as  the  Hexhamshire  and  Haydon,  but 
in  1899  the  Hexhamshire  was  dropped,  and  it  has  been 
known  as  the  Haydon  ever  since,  save  for  a  season  or  two 
when  it  was  known  as  the  Haydon  Bridge,  a  fact  which 
seems  to  have  been  lost  sight  of  by  some  authorities.  Mr. 
C.  T.  Maling,  who  assumed  office  in  1902,  was  joined  six 
years  later  by  Mr.  A.  M.  Allgood,  and  the  partnership 
continued  till  1917,  when  the  partners  retired  and  were 
succeeded  by  Capt.  A.  M.  Keith,  Sandlive,  Hexham.  In 
1921  a  presentation  from  the  members  of  the  hunt  was 
made  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  T.  Maling  in  recognition  of  their 
valuable  services. 

The  Braes  of  Derwent  country  is  one  in  which  there 
have  not  been  many  changes.  Mr.  Lewis  Priestman  was 
appointed  master  in  1896,  and  for  some  seasons  he  hunted 
his  own  hounds,  showing  fine  sport.  Then  W.  Tongue 
came  from  the  Oakley  in  1910,  and  was  huntsman  for  ten 
seasons.  On  his  retirement,  in  1920,  he  was  presented 
with  a  cheque,  value  £152  19s.  6d.  Tongue  was  succeeded 
by  Major  J.  L.  Priestman  as  huntsman. 

The  Coquetdale,  who  hunted  a  wild  sporting  country 
bordering  on  the  North  Northumberland,  Percy,  the 
Border  and  the  Morpeth  Hunts,  like  many  other  hunts  in 
Northumberland,  have  been  subject  to  many  fluctuations 
and  changes.  When  the  war  broke,  hunting  ceased  in  the 
Coquetdale  country.  So  far  as  can  be  made  out  the 
Coquetdale  ceased  to  exist  in  1917,  or  rather  became  changed 
into  the  West  Percy.  In  that  year  the  country  was  taken 
over  by  Major  Alex.  Browne  of  Callaly  Castle,  Whitting- 
ham,  and  Major  W.  Neilson,  Snowdon  Hall,  Alnwick. 
Major  Browne  has  for  many  years  been  a  leading  sportsman 
in  Northumberland.  On  the  racecourse,  in  the  coursing 
world  and  in  the  hunting  field  he  is  equally  well  known. 
When  the  West  Percy  Hunt  took  the  place  of  the  Coquet¬ 
dale,  the  Duke  of  Northumberland,  learning  that  they  were 
rather  short  of  hounds,  lent  them  ten  couple,  and  also 
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loaned  them  some  country.  Major  W.  Neilson  retired 
from  the  joint  mastership  in  1920. 

When  the  war  broke  out  Major  Milvain  had  been  master 
of  the  Percy  for  four  seasons,  and  he  continued  in  office  for 
another  seven  seasons.  On  his  retirement  in  1921  a  com¬ 
mittee  kept  the  country  going  for  a  season,  and  then  the 
Duke  of  Northumberland  undertook  the  duties  of  master. 

Cumberland 

For  many  years  Col.  Salkeld  hunted  a  fine  country  in 
Cumberland,  a  country  of  much  variety,  full  of  stout  foxes 
and  generally  carrying  a  scent.  Col.  Salkeld  gave  up  this 
country  in  1903,  and,  of  course,  such  a  country  could  not 
be  allowed  to  go  unhunted.  So  Mr.  Jefferson  set  to  work 
to  organise  a  hunt  to  keep  the  country  going,  and  his 
exertions  were  rewarded  by  the  establishment  of  the 
Cumberland  Hunt.  After  five  years  at  the  head  of  affairs, 
Mr.  Jefferson  resigned,  and  Lord  Leconfield  took  hold  for 
one  season,  to  be  succeeded  by  Sir  Wilfred  Lawson,  who 
has  been  in  office  ever  since.  There  is  no  account  of  any 
point-to-point  meeting  before  1921,  but  in  that  year  there 
was  a  good  one  at  Bridekirk  on  April  7th.  There  were  five 
runners  in  the  Members’  Race,  which  was  won  by  Mr.  J. 
Curwen-Cockton’s  Red  Sorrell  (owner),  with  Mr.  H.  P. 
Senhouse’s  CEdipus  Rex  (owner)  second  and  Mr.  George  F. 
Fisher’s  Joey  third.  The  Adjacent  Hunts  Race  was  won 
by  Mr.  G.  W.  Gilbank’s  Mystery  XII  (owner).  On  March 
30th,  1922,  the  meeting  was  held  at  Moota.  The  Members’ 
Race  was  won  by  Mr.  H.  P.  Senhouse’s  Scalp  Hunter 
(owner),  who  was  third  in  the  Adjacent  Hunts  Race  in  the 
previous  year.  Mr.  J.  Curwen-Cockton’s  Red' Sorrell,  the 
previous  year’s  winner,  was  second,  ridden  by  his  owner, 
and  Capt.  Swinton-Lee’s  Ginger  (owner)  was  third.  In  the 
Adjacent  Hunts  Race  Mr.  John  S.  Rigg’s  Duncan  (Mr. 
B.  Vickers)  was  the  winner.  On  April  12th,  1923,  the 
meeting  was  held  at  Threapland.  In  the  Members’  Race 
Sir  Wilfred  Lawson’s  Applejack  II,  ridden  by  Mr.  J.  C. 
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Cockton,  was  the  winner.  Mr.  H.  P.  Senhouse’s  CEdipus 
Rex  (owner)  was  second  and  Capt.  Swinton-Lee’s  Ginger 
(owner)  was  third.  In  the  Nomination  Race  Sir  Wilfred 
Lawson’s  Tom  Moody,  ridden  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Cockton,  was 
the  winner.  This  hunt  was  formerly  known  as  the  West 
Cumberland.  Col.  Louis  C.  Salkeld  died  in  1915-16. 

The  Cumberland  Farmers’  Hunt  was  established  in 
1922.  It  is  joined  on  the  north  by  the  Dumfriesshire,  on 
the  south  by  the  Eamont  Harriers  and  the  Blencathra,  and 
on  the  west  by  the  Cumberland.  Mr.  R.  H.  Tinniswood 
of  Rose  Bank,  Dalston,  is  the  acting-master,  and  the  hunt 
is  under  the  direction  of  a  strong  committee  of  farmers. 

The  Blencathra  has  a  good  record  for  long  masterships. 
Mr.  John  Crozier,  one  of  the  best-known  men  in  the  North, 
was  master  from  1839  t0  I9°3 — sixty-four  years,  and  his 
successor,  the  Rt.  Hon.  J.  W.  Lowther,  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  was  in  office  sixteen  years.  This 
brings  us  down  to  1919,  when  Mr.  R.  J.  Holdsworth  suc¬ 
ceeded  to  the  mastership.  Mr.  A.  W.  Anderson  was  deputy- 
master. 

The  Eskdale  and  Ennerdale  is  another  of  the  Cumber¬ 
land  foot-hunting  packs  of  hounds,  with  a  wild  picturesque 
country,  stout  foxes  and  a  good  scent.  Tommy  Dobson, 
who  had  been  master  and  huntsman  for  over  fifty-four 
seasons,  retired  in  1910,  and  did  not  long  survive  his 
retirement.  He  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  William  C.  Porter, 
Field  Head,  Eskdale,  who  has  been  in  office  ever  since. 

Another  of  the  famous  Cumberland  foot-hunting  packs 
of  foxhounds  is  the  Melbreak,  and  like  the  two  former  ones 
it  is  famous  for  a  long  mastership.  Mr.  John  Benson,  who 
was  a  conspicuous  figure  in  the  hunting  world,  had  been 
master  for  fifty-three  years  when  he  retired  in  1917.  Mr. 
Robinson  Mitchell,  High  Dyke,  Cockermouth  ;  Capt.  E.  A. 
Iredale,  Bankfield,  Workington;  and  Mr.  D.  B.  Robinson, 
Foulskye,  Loweswater,  Cockermouth,  became  joint  masters 
in  succession  to  Mr.  Benson,  and  are  still  in  office.  Mr. 
John  Benson  died  in  1922-23  at  an  advanced  age. 

The  Ullswater  country  is  partly  in  Westmorland  and 


THE  HISTORY  OF  TEN  YEARS 


117 

partly  in  Cumberland,  and  is  a  picturesque  country,  with 
plenty  of  wild  stout  foxes  within  its  confines.  Mr.  W.  H. 
Marshall  of  Patterdale  Hall,  Glenridding,  Penrith,  took  the 
mastership  on  when  Mr.  J.  E.  Hasell  gave  up  in  1910,  and 
has  been  in  office  ever  since.  Mr.  HaselPs  mastership,  the 
shortest  of  the  long  masterships  in  these  counties  to  which 
attention  has  been  drawn,  lasted  thirty-one  seasons. 

Westmorland 

The  Coniston  country  spreads  over  a  vast  tract  of 
country  in  Lancashire  and  Westmorland,  most  of  it  moor 
and  fell.  Mr.  Bruce  Logan  has  been  master  since  1908.  In 
that  year  Mr.  Bruce  Logan  joined  a  private  pack,  of  which 
he  was  owner,  to  the  Coniston,  of  which  Mr.  George 
Grundy  was  then  master.  Since  then  Mr.  Bruce  Logan  has 
been  at  the  head  of  affairs.  The  committee  consists  of 
Mr.  Bruce  Logan,  Mr.  George  Grundy,  Mr.  R.  Logan, 
who  is  deputy-master,  and  Mr.  J.  Logan,  who  is  secretary. 

Durham 

Though  the  Zetland  and  the  Hurworth  both  hunt  over 
the  borders  into  the  county  of  Durham,  they  are  always 
looked  upon  as  Yorkshire  packs,  and  the  only  hunts 
treated  of  under  the  county  of  Durham  are  the  North  and 
South  Durham.  One  of  the  most  sporting  counties  in 
England,  associated  as  it  is  with  some  of  the  greatest  names 
in  sporting  history,  and  with  a  fine  tradition  behind  it,  it 
has  somehow  had  a  difficult  time  during  these  last  few 
years — at  least  the  South  Durham  country  has. 

The  North  Durham  history  is  a  short  one.  Capt.  J.  E. 
Rogerson’s  is  one  of  those  long  masterships  of  which  so 
many  have  been  discussed,  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  know 
that  he  is  still  at  the  head  of  affairs  with  a  thirty-seven 
years’  service  to  his  credit.  He  took  Capt.  Bell  into  partner¬ 
ship  as  joint  master  in  1919,  and  Capt.  Bell  hunts  the  hounds. 

The  South  Durham  had  a  long  and  happy  time  under 
the  mastership  of  the  Rt,  Hon,  G,  W,  Hamilton  Russell, 
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afterwards  Lord  Boyne,  but  at  the  end  of  thirty-three 
seasons  they  were  left  without  a  master.  Things  looked 
none  too  rosy  at  first,  but  thanks  to  the  energy  and  skill  of 
Miss  Ord,  who  succeeded  her  late  father  as  honorary  secre¬ 
tary,  things  straightened  out  and  the  best  of  all  possible 
arrangements  has  been  made  to  carry  the  country  on  till 
another  master  is  forthcoming.  The  arrangement  is  that 
Lord  Southampton,  the  master  of  the  Hurworth,  shall  hunt 
the  South  Durham  country  by  invitation,  but  the  hunt  is 
to  be  run  on  the  same  lines  as  before,  that  is,  the  subscrip¬ 
tions  to  be  paid  to  Miss  Ord,  and  that  the  hunt  shall  be 
kept  quite  separate  from  the  Hurworth.  Miss  Ord  is  to  be 
congratulated  on  having  found  a  satisfactory  solution  of 
what  appeared  at  one  time  likely  to  be  a  very  difficult 
question.1 

Sir  William  Eden,  who  had  been  twice  master  of  the 
South  Durham,  died  in  1915,  and  in  1920  the  country 
received  a  great  loss  in  more  ways  than  one  by  the  death  of 
Mr.  Richard  Ord  of  Sands,  a  fine  sportsman  and  a  good 
organiser.  And  in  the  same  year  Lady  Londonderry,  the 
mother  of  the  present  Marquis  of  Londonderry,  died. 
What  Lady  Londonderry  did  to  keep  sport,  and  more 
especially  horse-breeding,  alive  during  the  heaviest  period 
of  depression  can  perhaps  never  be  fully  realised  save  by 
those  who  had  special  opportunity  of  observing  her  energy, 
her  perseverance  and,  above  all,  her  tact.  The  country 
owes  her  a  deep  debt  of  gratitude,  and  her  name  should 
live  long  in  the  annals  of  English  country  life. 

1  Since  the  above  was  written  Mr.  Hubert  Dorington  has  undertaken 
the  mastership  of  the  Hurworth,  which  his  father  ruled  in  the  ’seventies, 
and  Lord  Southampton  has  undertaken  the  mastership  of  the  South 
Durham. 


CHAPTER  II 


YORKSHIRE 

THE  county  of  many  acres  is  also  the  county 
of  many  hunts,  no  fewer  than  seventeen  packs 
of  foxhounds  finding  a  home  in  Yorkshire. 
There  is  a  lot  of  fine  country  in  it,  and  a  good 
deal  of  woodland  and  hill  and  moor,  but  there  is  scarcely 
a  hunt  in  the  county  that  has  not  some  good  open 
country,  and  the  “  ambitious  ”  rider  will  find  plenty 
of  room  for  his  strength  in  most  of  the  countries.  There 
was  at  one  time  an  eighteenth  hunt,  the  Sedbergh,  which 
was  on  the  extreme  west  of  the  county  and  was  a  rough 
hilly  country  which  was  hunted  on  foot.  This  hunt, 
however,  was  given  up  some  time  about  the  end  of  the 
nineteenth  century,  but  the  exact  date  I  have  not  been  able 
to  ascertain.  Mr.  Cuthbert  Bradley,  writing  in  1914, 
merely  says  the  hunt  has  been  abandoned,  and  in  Baily’s 
Hunting  Directory ,  the  first  volume  of  which  was  published 
in  1898-99,  there  is  no  mention  of  the  pack. 

The  Zetland,  practically  a  survival  of  the  Raby,  which 
was  so  closely  associated  with 

Darlington’s  peer 

With  his  chin  sticking  out  and  his  cap  on  one  ear, 

entered  on  a  new  phase  of  its  history  three  years  before  the 
war.  In  1911  the  Marquis  of  Zetland  retired,  after  having 
hunted  the  country  at  his  own  expense  for  thirty-six 
seasons,  and  he  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Herbert  Straker, 
who  was  joined  by  Lord  Barnard  in  1920,  and  the  two  are 
still  partners  in  the  mastership. 

In  the  season  1921-22  the  Marquis  and  Marchioness  of 
Zetland  were  presented  with  a  gold  inkstand  bearing  the 
Zetland  arms  and  an  inscription,  a  pair  of  gold  candlesticks 
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and  other  gifts  in  celebration  of  their  golden  wedding,  and 
in  the  following  year  Mr.  H.  Straker  was  presented  by  the 
members  of  the  Zetland  Hunt  with  a  portrait  of  himself 
on  his  favourite  hunter,  in  recognition  of  his  services  for 
seventeen  years  as  secretary  and  for  twelve  years  as  master 
and  joint  master. 

The  point-to-point  meetings  were  revived  on  March 
30th,  1920,  at  Moor  House  Farm,  Halnaby,  near  Croft.  The 
Neighbouring  Hunts  Race  was  won  by  Mr.  T.  L.  Dugdale’s 
Active  Lad.  In  the  Members’  Race  the  Hon.  Mrs.  Wilson’s 
Parasol  was  first,  Capt.  Norman  Field’s  Furlough  was 
second  and  Capt.  J.  E.  Rogerson’s  David  was  third.  The 
Marquis  of  Zetland’s  Challenge  Cup  was  won  by  Mr.  J.  H. 
Hett’s  Toney,  with  Mr.  R.  Thornton’s  Mozart  II  and 
Mr.  H.  E.  Steavenson’s  Miss  Brierly  filling  the  other  places. 
On  April  5th,  1921,  the  meeting  took  place  at  the  Black  Bull, 
Whorlton.  The  Adjacent  Hunts  Race  was  won  by  Capt. 
E.  Ramsden’s  Virgilian  (owner).  The  Members’  Race  was 
won  by  the  Hon.  Mrs.  Guy  Wilson’s  Parasol  (Dr.  W. 
Hickey),  Capt.  H.  Bigge’s  Be  Quick  (owner)  was  second  and 
Capt.  N.  Field’s  Danny  Boy  (owner)  third.  In  the  race  for 
the  Marquis  of  Zetland’s  Challenge  Cup  Mr.  George 
Ayre’s  Racket  (Mr.  J.  Shepherd)  was  first,  Mr.  H.  E. 
Steavenson’s  Miss  Brierly  (Mr.  F.  Turnbull)  was  second 
and  Mr.  J.  C.  Wilkin’s  Ginger  (Mr.  F.  Gibson)  was  third. 
On  April  nth,  1922,  the  meeting  was  held  at  Moor  House, 
Halnaby.  In  the  Nomination  Race  there  were  twelve 
runners.  Lieut.  Peacock’s  Flying  Scotsman  (owner)  was 
first,  Major  G.  H.  Gordon’s  Whitestar  (owner)  was  second 
and  Lt.-Col.  L.  Naper’s  Topper  (Mr.  Barlow)  was  third. 
In  the  Members’  Race  Mr.  G.  F.  Turnbull’s  Fair  Enough 
(owner)  was  first,  with  Sir  F.  Milbanke’s  V.C.  (Capt.  W.  E. 
Bigge)  second  and  Capt.  H.  F.  Bigge’s  Chillingham  (owner) 
third.  In  the  Marquis  of  Zetland’s  Challenge  Cup  Mr. 
W.  F.  Lux’s  Constant  (Mr.  W.  H.  Davison)  won,  with  Mr. 
E.  Watson’s  Peggy  (Mr.  J.  F.  Elliott)  second  and  Mr.  C. 
Wilkins’s  Come  Along  (Mr.  P.  Pease)  third.  The  next 
meeting  was  held  on  March  20th,  1923,  at  Heighington. 


LORD  SOUTHAMPTON. 
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In  the  Nomination  Race  Mr.  J.  Pain’s  Romance  (Lt.  L.  G.  L. 
Peacocke)  was  first,  with  Mr.  R.  Renton’s  Blue  Garter 
(owner)  and  Capt.  C.  Reynard’s  No  Ball  (owner)  filling  the 
other  places.  Capt.  H.  J.  Bigge’s  Chillingham  (owner)  won 
the  Members’  Race,  with  Mr.  P.  J.  Pease’s  Early  Riser 
(owner)  and  the  Hon  Mountjoy  Fane’s  Betty  Martin 
(owner)  filling  the  other  places.  The  Marquis  of  Zetland’s 
Challenge  Cup  was  won  by  Mr.  R.  Thornton’s  Pegasus 
(Hon.  J.  Pease),  with  Mr.  J.  E.  Johnson’s  Taffeta  (owner) 
second  and  Mr.  G.  Ayre’s  Modest  Mary  (late  Aburnee) 
(Mr.  F.  Turnbull)  third. 

Adjacent  to  the  Zetland  is  the  Hurworth,  which  in  the 
old  days  I  have  heard  more  than  once  described  as  the 
best  two  days  a  week  country  in  England.  However  this 
may  be,  it  is  quite  certain  that  a  better  would  be  very 
difficult  to  find.  On  Sir  Reginald  Graham’s  retirement, 
that  well-known  sportsman,  Mr.  Forbes  of  Callendar,  held 
rule  for  twenty-four  years,  and  was  succeeded  by  Lord 
Southampton,  who  was  in  office  up  to  the  season  1924-25, 
when  Mr.  Hubert  Dorington  came  from  the  Bilsdale  to 
hunt  the  old  country  in  which  his  father,  Major  Godman, 
showed  such  fine  sport  in  the  ’seventies. 

Amongst  those  who  passed  away  during  the  period  in 
review  was  Mrs.  Emily  J.  Clarke,  who  had  been  living  in 
the  North  and  hunting  with  the  Zetland  and  Hurworth  for 
some  time.  She  was  a  splendid  horsewoman,  and  her  three 
sisters  and  she  were  for  many  years  the  pride  of  Yorkshire. 
Mrs.  Clarke,  like  all  good  horsewomen  and  horsemen,  was 
equally  at  home  in  any  country,  and  few  could  get  so  much 
out  of  a  horse.  Mr.  W.  Forbes  passed  away  during  the 
period,  and  so  did  Mr.  Alexander  Park,  for  many  years  the 
hunt  secretary.  There  was  no  point-to-point  meeting  in 
1920,  but  on  April  16th,  1921,  a  good  meeting  was  held  at 
Deighton.  In  the  Adjacent  Hunts  Race  Capt.  H.  Bigge’s 
Be  Quick  (owner)  was  first,  with  Capt.  Brennard’s  Flying 
Woman  (Mr.  Renton)  second  and  Mr.  G.  Brennard’s  Jade 
(owner)  third.  In  the  Members’  Race  Mr.  J.  Bell’s  Damp 
Wedding  (owner)  was  the  winner,  with  Mr.  E.  L.  Pease’s 
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Merry  Monk  second  and  Mr.  H.  Dorington’s  Sam 
Somerby  (owner)  third.  On  March  30th,  1922,  the  meeting 
was  held  at  Fighting  Cocks.  The  Adjacent  Hunts  Race 
had  a  good  field  of  nine,  and  Mr.  R.  Renton’s  Sheila  (owner) 
was  first,  with  Sir  F.  Milbank’s  V.C.  (Capt.  Bigge)  second, 
and  Mr.  C.  Silvertop’s  Sandow  Joicks  (owner)  was  third. 
In  the  Members’  Race  there  were  only  two  runners,  and 
Mr.  E.  L.  Pease’s  Merry  Monk,  ridden  by  Mr.  R.  Cresswell 
Ward,  beat  Mr.  G.  F.  Lucas’s  Consett  (owner).  In  1923 
the  Hurworth  and  South  Durham  joined  forces  and  held 
a  successful  meeting  at  Sadberge,  which  is  in  the  South 
Durham  country.  In  the  Adjacent  Hunts  Race  there  were 
ten  runners.  The  Hon.  J.  Pease’s  Kilbrite  (owner)  was  first, 
with  Capt.  Greenshield’s  The  Cobbler  (owner)  second  and 
Capt.  Riley  Lord’s  Monk  (Lt.  Peacock)  third.  In  the 
Hurworth  Hunt  Members’  Race  Lt.  Peacock’s  Flying 
Scotsman  (owner)  was  first,  Lord  Southampton’s  Moors- 
town  (Hon.  C.  Fitzroy)  was  second  and  Mr.  D.  A.  Haggie’s 
Cracker  (owner)  was  third.  The  South  Durham  event  was 
a  Farmers’  and  Puppy  Walkers’  Race,  which  was  won  by 
Mr.  R.  Stephenson’s  Crawley  Fluff  (Mr.  Raine),  with  Mr. 
T.  Robson’s  Topsy  (Mr.  Lumley)  second  and  Mr.  C. 
Sumbler’s  Picton  Lass  (Mr.  L.  Sumbler)  third. 

Stretching  away  from  the  Hurworth  boundary  to  the 
north-east  coast  the  Cleveland  is  a  fine  sporting  country, 
rough  and  heavily  wooded  in  places,  with  a  good  deal  of 
moor,  but  with  some  good  open  country  as  well.  And  those 
moors  carry  a  scent !  When  the  war  broke  out  Col. 
W.  H.  A.  Wharton’s  mastership  had  lasted  for  twenty-nine 
years,  and  notwithstanding  his  many  and  pressing  duties 
he  carried  on  till  1919,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Capt. 
Ramsden.  Capt.  Ramsden  was  in  office  three  seasons,  and 
in  1922  a  committee  of  management  was  appointed,  con¬ 
sisting  of  Col.  W.  H.  A.  Wharton,  Major  R.  B.  Turton, 
Mr.  W.  H.  Hustler  and  Mr.  Charles  Dorman.  The  hounds, 
it  should  be  added,  belong  to  Col.  Wharton,  and  he  lends 
them  to  the  country.  Their  show  record  has  been  already 
given. 


THE  HISTORY  OF  TEN  YEARS  123 

Will  Rees,  who  had  been  in  the  Cleveland  kennel  for 
nine  years,  first  as  second  whipper-in  and  then  as  first 
whipper-in  and  kennel  huntsman,  left  in  1914,  and  he  was 
presented  with  a  silver  tray  and  a  cheque  for  one  hundred 
pounds  before  he  left.  This  was  subscribed  for  by  some 
two  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  members  and  farmers  of  the 
hunt. 

Amongst  those  who  gave  their  lives  for  their  country  was 
Lieut.  Hugh  Mosman,  who  was  for  some  time  honorary 
secretary  to  the  hunt,  a  position  which  he  occupied  at  the 
time  of  his  death. 

The  first  point-to-point  meeting  in  Cleveland  after  the 
war  took  place  on  April  nth,  1923,  at  Holy  Farm,  Easby. 
In  the  Members’  Race  Mr.  T.  S.  Petch’s  Salesman  (Mr.  L. 
Petch)  was  first,  Mr.  G.  W.  Smith’s  Thornton  (owner)  was 
second  and  Miss  S.  Dixon’s  Kangaroo  (Mr.  E.  Bradley)  was 
third.  In  the  Adjacent  Hunts  Race  Mr.  G.  F.  Turnbull’s 
Jack  (owner)  was  first,  with  Mr.  G.  F.  Lucas’s  Conset, 
(owner)  second  and  Lord  Southampton’s  Kilkenny  (Hon. 
C.  Fitzroy)  third. 

The  Farndale,  who  hunt  a  wild  rough  country  within 
easy  reach  of  Kirby  Moorside,  have  kept  on  on  the  old  lines 
through  all  the  changes  that  have  been  going  on  round 
them.  Robert  Shaw,  who  has  hunted  them  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  who  hunted  them  long  before  the  war  broke  out, 
still  carries  the  horn,  and  there  are  still  some  eight  or  ten 
couples  of  trencher-fed  hounds  for  him  to  hunt.  The 
secretary,  who  is  a  very  important  official  in  such  hunts  as 
the  Farndale,  was,  in  1914,  Mr.  J.  Collier,  High  Bragg, 
Farndale.  In  1916  he  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  W.  Wilson, 
Oak  Cragg,  Ferndale,  Kirby  Moorside.  A  committee  acts 
as  master,  but  the  names  of  its  members  are  not  forth¬ 
coming. 

Another  wild  country  is  the  Goathland,  in  which  there 
is  much  rough  moorland — some  of  it  unridable.  There 
has  been  no  change  here  of  any  moment  during  the  last  ten 
years  or  more.  Capt.  J.  R.  Renwick  of  Whitewall  suc¬ 
ceeded  Mr.  S.  P.  Gladstone  in  the  mastership  in  1912,  and 
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he  has  carried  the  horn  ever  since.  The  Goathland  are 
managed  on  orthodox  lines,  that  is,  they  are  kennelled  and 
well  seen  to  and  attended.  There  are  about  twenty-five 
couple  of  them  all  told. 

The  Bilsdale  makes  a  fitting  wind-up  of  these  wild 
moorland  countries.  It  is  a  country  which  has  a  fine 
romantic  history  and  has  never  been  quite  out  of  hunting 
history  since  George  Villiers,  Duke  of  Buckingham, 
brought  his  father-in-law’s  hounds  to  Duncombe  Park  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  seventeenth  century.  Up  till  the  year 
1888  it  was  entirely  trencher-fed,  but  when  Mr.  Wilson 
Horsfall  was  master  many  of  the  hounds  were  regularly 
kennelled,  though  it  was  not  till  Mr.  E.  R.  Turton  was 
master  that  they  were  managed  on  the  lines  of  a  regularly 
established  pack  of  foxhounds.  Mr.  Turton ’s  mastership 
lasted  from  1911  to  1919,  and  he  was  succeeded  by  Mr. 
Hubert  Dorington,  under  whose  management  they  have 
done  well.  A  notable  presentation  was  made  to  Mr. 
F.  Wilson  Horsfall  in  the  season  of  1914-15.  Mr.  Horsfall’s 
services  had  been  very  opportune,  and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  he  had  done  much  to  keep  the  country  going  at  a 
somewhat  critical  time.  So  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that 
the  members  of  the  hunt  and  their  neighbours  considered 
that  Mr.  Horsfall  should  have  a  presentation.  This  took 
the  form  of  a  painting  of  Mr.  Horsfall  in  hunting  dress  and 
an  illuminated  address  which  had  the  name  of  two  hundred 
subscribers  on  it.  Mr.  Horsfall,  it  should  be  added,  was  a 
keen  breeder  of  Cleveland  bay  horses. 

Mr.  Horsfall,  however,  did  not  live  long  to  enjoy  this 
appreciation  of  his  friends  and  neighbours,  and  he  died  at 
his  residence  at  Potto  Grange  in  1919-20. 

A  big  fine  country  is  that  which  is  known  as  the  Middle- 
ton.  For  many  years  it  had  practically  known  no  masters 
save  of  the  Sykes  and  Willoughby  families,  and  few  coun¬ 
tries  have  been  better  managed  or  have  had  a  better  chance 
of  making  a  good  reputation.  It  can  scarcely  be  called  a 
good  scenting  country,  though  occasionally  one  sees  a 
blazing  scent,  and  when  it  is  good  hounds  take  some 
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getting  to.  The  late  Lord  Middleton’s  mastership,  which 
commenced  in  1877,  was  brought  to  a  close  in  1920,  after 
a  mastership  of  forty-four  years.  There  was  a  committee 
for  a  short  time,  but  in  1921  Lt.-Col.  Borwick  of  Aldby 
Park  and  Lord  Grimthorpe  were  appointed  joint  masters, 
and  they  still  occupy  the  position.  One  change,  however, 
often  brings  another,  and  the  Middleton  country,  if  not 
exactly  divided,  is,  at  any  rate,  hunted  on  rather  different 
principles  to  those  which  have  prevailed  for  so  many  years. 
For  there  are  now  two  packs  of  hounds,  one  belonging  to 
the  country  and  the  other  to  Lord  Grimthorpe,  and  with 
this  pack  Lord  Grimthorpe  hunts  the  wolds  or  eastern  part 
of  the  country  two  days  in  the  week.  The  pack  belonging 
to  the  country  hunts  other  three  days  a  week,  making  five 
days  a  week  in  all.  Country  has  been  lent  to  the  York  and 
Ainsty. 

Amongst  the  many  presentations  which  take  place  in 
hunting  circles,  probably  there  was  none  which  caused  a 
greater  interest  throughout  the  whole  of  sporting  England 
than  that  which  was  made  to  Lord  and  Lady  Middleton  in 
commemoration  of  their  golden  wedding.  Lord  Middle¬ 
ton’s  enterprise  and  skill  in  the  breeding  of  horses  and 
other  live  stock  were  well  known  and  thoroughly  appre¬ 
ciated  all  over  the  country.  Then  his  long  mastership  and 
the  wisdom  with  which  he  ruled  the  country  were  subjects 
of  general  comment  in  hunting  circles.  The  presentation 
took  the  form  of  a  gold  bowl  and  a  case  of  gold  knives, 
forks  and  spoons. 

Lord  and  Lady  Middleton  did  not  live  long  after  this, 
and  they  died  within  a  very  short  time  of  each  other  in 
1921.  Sir  Mark  Sykes  died  two  years  earlier.  Though  he 
was  not  so  prominent  in  the  sporting  world  as  some  of  his 
ancestors  he  was  a  good  sportsman,  and  his  death  was  a 
serious  loss  to  the  country.  Beside  such  a  man  our  present- 
day  statesmen  (?)  are  like  puny  dwarfs. 

Another  well-known  man  who  disappeared  from  the 
country  in  which  he  had  made  himself  so  great  a  name  was 
Will  Grant,  who  died  in  1922. 
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Capt.  Unett  is  another  man  who  will  be  much  missed 
in  the  country.  For  many  years  he  was  the  secretary  of  the 
hunt.  He  had  a  wide  circle  of  friends,  by  whom  he  was 
highly  esteemed,  and  he  was  an  ideal  secretary,  acting  on 
the  excellent  system  of  never  being  in  the  way,  yet  always 
there  when  he  was  wanted. 

There  was  no  point-to-point  meeting  in  1920  nor  yet  in 
1921,  but  in  1922  the  meeting  was  held  at  Howsham.  In 
the  Nomination  Open  Race  Capt.  R.  T.  Pearson’s  Feccal 
(owner)  was  first,  Mr.  J.  Johnstone’s  Bank  Holiday  (owner) 
was  second  and  Capt.  H.  Whitworth’s  Bay  Fox  (Capt. 
T.  L.  Wickham  Boynton)  was  third.  In  the  Lightweight 
Race  Capt.  Wickham  Boynton’s  Cottastock  (Lt.-Col.  A.  E.  G. 
Wilson)  was  the  winner,  and  in  the  Heavyweight  Race  Mr. 
J.  Wormald’s  Billy  (Mr.  A.  Macllwaine)  was  the  winner. 
The  meeting  in  1923  was  held  on  April  nth  at  Howsham. 
The  Nomination  Race  was  won  by  Lord  Grimthorpe’s 
Pilot  (owner),  with  Capt.  Wickham  Boynton’s  Walloon 
(owner)  and  Mr.  R.  T.  Pearson’s  Echo  (owner)  second  and 
third.  The  winner  in  the  Lightweight  Race  was  Mr.  J. 
Wormald’s  Sheila  (Mr.  J.  Mcllwaine),  and  the  winner  in 
the  Heavyweight  Race  was  Mr.  J.  Wormald’s  Old  Billy,  also 
ridden  by  Mr.  J.  Mcllwaine,  who  had  a  good  day. 

The  Holderness  have  not  had  many  changes  during  the 
ten  years.  In  1915  Mr.  H.  Whitworth  retired  from  the 
mastership,  after  having  been  seven  years  in  office,  and  he 
was  succeeded  by  Major  Clive  Wilson,  who  ruled  till  his 
death,  which  took  place  in  1921.  There  were  some  little 
difficulties  to  contend  with  about  this  time,  but  fortunately 
they  had  the  right  man  in  the  right  place,  and  Capt.  T.  L. 
Wickham  Boynton,  an  admirable  and  tactful  organiser,  kept 
things  going  till  a  new  master  was  appointed.  This  was 
Capt.  J.  Harrison  Broadley  of  Welton,  who  has  now  been 
in  office  a  couple  of  seasons.  The  hunt  suffered  a  serious 
loss  by  the  death  of  Lord  Londesborough,  which  took 
place  in  1917. 

The  point-to-point  meetings  were  renewed  in  1922,  the 
first  of  them  being  held  at  West  Bull’s  Farm,  Cottingham, 
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on  April  12th.  The  Members’  Race  was  won  by  Mr. 
Riby  Wright’s  Last  Trick  (owner),  with  Capt.  Harrison 
Broadley’s  Richard  (owner)  second  and  Capt.  A.  Bethell’s 
Dianthus  II  (Mr.  G.  W.  England)  third.  The  Nomination 
Race  was  won  by  Capt.  L.  R.  Kettle’s  Acetylene  Light 
(owner).  Capt.  Wentworth’s  Bay  Fox  (Capt.  T.  L.  Wick¬ 
ham  Boynton)  was  second  and  Mr.  R.  S.  Usher’s  Holloway 
(owner)  was  third.  In  the  Holderness  and  Adjacent  Hunts 
Race  the  three  placed  horses  were  Capt.  G.  S.  Rowley’s 
Half  Caste  (owner),  Mr.  A.  Macllwaine’s  Robin  Adair 
(owner)  and  Mr.  A.  Walgate’s  Mischief  (owner).  The 
meeting  was  held  at  West  Bull’s  Farm,  Cottingham,  on 
April  1 8th,  1923.  The  Members’  Race  was  won  by  Capt. 
Wickham  Boynton’s  Walloon  (owner),  Capt.  J.  Harrison 
Broadley’s  Richard  IV  (Mr.  A.  Macllwaine)  was  second  and 
Capt.  Reynard’s  Pauline  (owner)  was  third.  In  the  Nomina¬ 
tion  Race  Lord  Grimthorpe’s  Pilot  (owner)  was  the  winner. 
Capt.  Harrison  Broadley’s  Hermit’s  Delight  (Mr.  A.  Mac¬ 
llwaine)  was  second,  and  Mr.  H.  J.  Sutton’s  Boy  II  (owner) 
was  third.  The  Adjacent  Hunts  Race  was  won  by  Mr.  A. 
Walgate’s  Mischief  (owner). 

Some  countries  seem  fated  to  have  constant  changes  in 
the  management,  while  some  go  on  “  on  the  old  ”  road  from 
year  to  year.  Thus  the  Badsworth  have  had  no  fewer 
than  four  changes  during  the  last  ten  years.  Major  Gordon 
B.  Foster  had  been  master  for  four  seasons  in  1914,  and  he 
still  went  on  at  the  head  of  affairs  for  other  two  seasons. 
Then  there  came  the  sad  vacancy  in  the  Sinnington  Hunt 
caused  by  the  death  of  Lord  Feversham  on  the  field  of 
battle,  and  Major  Foster  went  north.  No  master  being 
forthcoming — masters  were  indeed  difficult  to  find  in  1916 
and  1917 — a  committee  was  appointed  and  kept  things 
moving  for  three  seasons.  Then  Messrs.  H.  L.  and  C.  G. 
Lyon  were  appointed  as  joint  masters,  but  at  the  end  of 
three  seasons  they  retired  and  were  succeeded  by  Major 
Lionel  B.  Holliday. 

In  1919  a  presentation  was  made  to  Major  Gordon  B. 
Foster  in  recognition  of  his  services  as  master  for  the 
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previous  six  years.  It  consisted  of  silver  models  of  four  of 
his  favourite  hounds. 

The  point-to-point  meeting  took  place  near  Walton  Wood 
on  April  15th,  1920.  The  Members’  Sweepstakes  was  won 
by  Major  Unett’s  The  Rabbit,  with  Mr.  H.  A.  Pelly’s  The 
Spook  and  Mr.  D.  V.  Wheelwright’s  Peace  filling  the  other 
places.  In  the  Nomination  Race  Mr.  W.  S.  Lockwood’s 
Wild  Laird  was  first,  Mr.  F.  E.  Wright’s  Reflection  II  was 
second  and  Mr.  T.  Collier’s  Gathorne  was  third.  On 
March  31st,  1921,  the  meeting  was  again  held  at  Walton 
Wood.  In  the  Members’  Sweepstakes  Capt.  H.  Cole 
Hamilton’s  Master  Charlie  (owner)  was  first,  Capt.  C.  G. 
Leatham’s  San  Fairy  Ann  (owner)  was  second  and  Lieut.- 
Col.  E.  W.  Pickering’s  Sis  (owner)  was  third.  In  the 
Nomination  Race  Mr.  S.  Stephenson’s  He  Says  (owner)  was 
first,  with  Mr.  R.  J.  Bromley’s  Merriment  (Capt.  J.  Cole 
Hamilton)  and  Mr.  G.  S.  Rowley’s  Half  Caste  (owner) 
filling  the  other  places.  On  March  30th,  1922,  the  meeting 
took  place  at  West  Hill.  In  the  Members’  Sweepstakes 
Major  W.  E.  Lyon’s  Herbert  (owner),  Capt.  H.  Cole 
Hamilton’s  Master  Jos  (owner)  and  Capt.  C.  G.  Leatham’s 
Corban  (owner)  were  placed  in  the  order  named.  The 
Nomination  Race  was  headed  by  Col.  J.  D’E.  Cokes ’s  Ard- 
na-glue  (Capt.  Waller),  Mr.  C.  Foster’s  Nigger  (owner)  was 
second  and  Capt.  C.  H.  Liddell’s  Gillette  II  (owner)  was 
third.  In  the  Badsworth  Hunt  Sweepstakes  there  were 
eight  runners,  and  Major  W.  E.  Lyon  was  first  with  Her¬ 
bert,  ridden  by  himself,  second  with  Biddy,  ridden  by  Mr. 
W.  H.  Wellburn,  and  third  with  Master  Tim,  ridden  by 
Capt.  H.  Cole  Hamilton — a  very  smart  performance.  On 
March  22nd,  1923,  the  meeting  was  held  again  at  Walton 
Wood.  In  the  Members’  Sweepstakes  Capt.  C.  G.  Lea¬ 
tham’s  Corban  (owner)  was  first,  Mr.  G.  Elliott’s  Jerry 
(owner)  was  second  and  Miss  Bewicke-Copley’s  Prince  (Mr. 
G.  Bewicke-Copley)  was  third.  In  the  Nomination  Race 
Mr.  F.  E.  Wright’s  Reflection  III  (owner)  won,  with 
Capt.  A.  E.  Grant’s  Harborough  (owner)  and  Mr.  Poskitt’s 
Naval  Ribbon  (Mr.  W.  S.  Lockwood)  filling  the  other  places. 
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The  Badsworth  Hunt  Sweepstakes  was  won  by  Mr.  G. 
Elliott’s  Jerry  (owner),  with  Capt.  C.  G.  Leatham’s  Corban 
(owner)  second  and  Mr.  C.  W.  Hall’s  Rosetto  (owner) 
third. 

The  Fitzwilliam  (Wentworth)  is  one  of  those  private 
hunts  which  are  not  much  affected  by  what  goes  on 
round  them,  one  of  those  whose  history  is  happily  confined 
to  the  doings  of  the  pack  with  a  good  stout  fox  before  them. 
A  few  words  about  the  early  history  of  the  hunt  may  be  of 
interest.  It  is  some  sixty-four  years  since  the  country  was 
regularly  established  by  the  late  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  who  hunted 
the  hounds  himself  for  some  years.  Then  Frank  Bartlett 
hunted  them.  In  1902  the  Earl  Fitzwilliam  died,  and  was 
succeeded  by  his  grandson,  the  present  Earl.  It  is  a  notable 
incident  in  the  history  of  the  hunt,  and  shows  how  strong 
were  the  old  traditions  that  before  the  late  Earl  Fitzwilliam 
established  the  Wentworth  Hunt  the  Milton  pack  came 
down  from  Northamptonshire  for  the  cub-hunting.  Major 
J.  N.  Diggle  is  the  manager,  and  since  1919  he  has  acted  as 
huntsman. 

In  1914  a  testimonial  was  presented  by  the  members  and 
farmers  of  the  hunt  to  Lady  Fitzwilliam  in  recognition  of 
her  services  in  hunting  the  country  during  Lord  Fitz- 
william’s  absence. 

The  point-to-point  meeting — the  first  since  the  war — 
was  held  at  Scholes  on  March  20th,  1920.  The  Members’ 
Cup  Race  was  won  by  Mr.  F.  Marsh’s  Daisy  (Mr.  Rodgers), 
Mr.  E.  J.  Bramley’s  Merriment  (Lord  Carlton)  was  second 
and  Dr.  G.  E.  Moald’s  The  Wanderer  (Mr.  Wardle)  was 
third.  The  Wentworth  Hunt  Cup  was  won  by  Mr.  W.  S. 
Lockwood’s  Wild  Laird  (owner),  Lord  Carlton’s  York- 
shireman  (owner)  was  second  and  Mr.  E.  Hartle’s  Shackle- 
ton  II  (Mr.  Fawcett)  was  third.  In  the  Ladies’  Nomination 
Race  Mr.  W.  S.  Lockwood’s  Udan  (owner),  Earl  Fitz- 
william’s  Wenonah  (Mr.  Durnford)  and  Mr.  Frank 
Wright’s  Reflection  (owner)  were  the  placed  three.  In  the 
two  following  years,  for  some  reason  or  other,  no  meeting 
seems  to  have  been  held  ;  at  any  rate,  I  can  find  no  mention 
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of  one  in  the  records ;  but  on  April  6th,  1923,  a  meeting  was 
held  at  Abdy  Farm,  near  Stubbin.  There  were  eight  runners 
in  the  Members’  Race,  which  was  won  by  Mr.  R.  J. 
Bramley’s  Merriment  III  (Mr.  W.  S.  Lockwood),  the  other 
places  going  to  Major  W.  D.  O.  Cawdson’s  9th  Lancer 
(owner)  and  Mr.  M.  B.  Jenning’s  Cardinal  (owner).  In 
the  Wentworth  Nomination  Race  there  were  seven  runners. 
Mr.  J.  B.  Arthur’s  Cruiser  (Mr.  G.  F.  Arthur)  was  first, 
Mr.  J.  Stubbs’s  Mintrock  (Mr.  H.  Stubbs)  was  second  and 
Lord  Barnby’s  Bath  Oliver  (Lt.-Col.  Thompson)  was  third. 
The  10th  Brigade  R.F.A.  Race  had  ten  runners.  It  was 
won  by  Mr.  E.  P.  Dangerfield’s  Dandy  (owner),  Major 
C.  W.  Burdon’s  Broke  Again  (owner)  was  second  and  Mr. 
L.  C.  Aitkin’s  Tishy  II  (owner)  was  third. 

The  Bramham  Moor  has  a  remarkable  history,  for  since 
the  hunt  was  established  on  modern  lines  it  has  always  been 
ruled  over  by  one  of  the  Lane  Fox  or  Lascelles  family.  The 
hunt  was  established  by  Mr.  James  Lane  Fox  in  1793,  and 
with  the  exception  of  a  period  of  about  forty  years  the 
mastership  has  always  been  in  the  Lane  Fox  family  till 
recently.  Col.  George  R.  Lane  Fox  was  in  office  when  the 
war  broke  out,  and  though  he  went  out  to  the  war  he  still 
continued  at  the  head  of  affairs.  He  was  joined  by  Viscount 
Lascelles  in  1921,  and  after  a  partnership  of  one  season  he 
retired,  leaving  Lord  Lascelles  in  sole  command.  When 
Col.  Lane  Fox  retired  the  hounds  were  moved  from  the 
kennels  at  Bramham  Park,  where  they  had  been  located 
for  so  long,  to  Hope  Hall. 

In  1921  Col.  George  R.  Lane  Fox  was  presented  with  his 
portrait  by  the  past  and  present  members  of  the  Bramham 
Hunt. 

In  1920  a  well-known  member  of  the  Bramham  Moor 
Hunt  passed  away,  full  of  years  and  honours.  This  was 
Mr.  Moorsome  Mitchinson  Maude,  a  fine  sportsman  and 
with  an  adamantine  nerve.  He  went  well  to  the  end,  and 
he  was  well  turned  seventy. 

There  seems  to  have  been  no  point-to-point  meeting  in 
1920;  but  on  March  30th,  1921,  there  was  a  meeting  at 
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Swindon  Wood,  Mr.  W.  Riley  Smith  acting  as  secretary. 
In  the  Subscribers’  Lightweight  Race  there  were  thirteen 
runners.  Mr.  G.  M.  Watson’s  Bubbly  II  (owner)  was  the 
winner,  with  Major  R.  Nichols’s  Violet  Loraine  (owner) 
second  and  Mr.  B.  Parkinson’s  Sportsman  (Mr.  J.  W. 
Dalby)  third.  In  the  Subscribers’  Heavyweight  Race  there 
were  eight  runners.  Mr.  J.  Watson’s  Blackbird  (Mr.  G.  M. 
Watson)  was  first,  the  other  places  being  filled  by  Mr. 
C.  B.  Foster’s  Monica  (owner)  and  Col.  B.  C.  Fairfax’s 
Melton  (owner).  Col.  Fairfax  was  the  second  son  of  the 
Col.  Fairfax  who  was  so  long  master  of  the  York  and 
Ainsty.  In  the  Adjacent  Hunts  Race  Capt.  Wickham 
Boynton’s  Rock  of  Cashel  (Col.  Thompson)  was  at  the  head 
of  a  field  of  seven.  Second  to  him  was  Miss  Bethell’s 
Rippling  Brook,  ridden  by  Capt.  Wickham  Boynton  ;  and 
Lord  Grimthorpe’s  Pilot  (owner)  was  third. 

On  April  nth,  1922,  a  meeting  was  again  held  at  Swindon 
Wood.  The  Subscribers’  Lightweight  Race  had  seven 
runners,  and  the  winner  was  Mr.  H.  H.  Rose’s  Mr.  Man¬ 
hattan  (owner),  Mr.  C.  G.  Foster’s  Nigger  IV  (late  Nigger) 
(owner)  was  second  and  Mr.  B.  Parkinson’s  Sportsman 
(Mr.  H.  J.  Sutton)  was  third.  In  the  Subscribers’  Heavy¬ 
weight  Race  there  were  only  four  runners,  and  Mr.  H.  H. 
Rose’s  Mr.  Manhattan  was  again  a  winner,  thus  bringing 
off  rather  an  unusual  double  event.  Col.  B.  C.  Fairfax’s 
Haxby  (owner)  was  second  and  Mr.  R.  G.  Emsley’s  Gay 
Lad  (Mr.  C.  Emsley)  was  third.  In  the  Nomination  Race 
there  were  eight  runners.  The  winner  was  Mr.  G.  Kenyon’s 
South  Shore  (Mr.  H.  J.  Sutton),  with  Dr.  A.  J.  Benson’s 
Glory  (Major  Rhodes)  second  and  Capt.  H.  Whitworth’s 
Carbery  (Mr.  C.  Wilmot  Smith)  third. 

On  April  14th,  1923,  the  meeting  was  again  held  at 
Swindon  Wood,  the  secretarial  duties  being  undertaken 
on  this  occasion  by  Capt.  E.  Lane  Fox,  Walton  House, 
Boston  Spa.  In  the  Lightweight  Race  there  were  seven 
runners.  Mr.  C.  G.  Foster’s  Nigger  IV  (owner)  improved 
on  his  previous  year’s  form  and  won.  Mr.  B.  Parkinson’s 
Sportsman  (Mr.  C.  H.  Emsley)  was  second  and  Mrs.  N. 
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White’s  Tit  Willow  (Mr.  H.  H.  Rose)  was  third.  The 
field  in  the  Heavyweight  Race  only  numbered  four.  The 
winner  was  Mr.  H.  H.  Rose’s  Riverstown  (owner),  with 
Mr.  C.  G.  Foster’s  Nigger  IV  (owner)  second  and  Col. 
B.  C.  Fairfax’s  Haxby  (owner)  third.  The  Nomination 
Race  had  a  dozen  runners.  Mr.  J.  Shepherd’s  Rachel  III 
(owner)  was  first.  Then  came  Capt.  R.  T.  Stanyforth’s 
Chateau  d’Or  (owner),  and  Lord  Southampton’s  Moorstown 
(Mr.  C.  Fitzroy)  was  third. 

The  Bedale  country,  like  the  Zetland,  has  many  memories 
of  the  “  hounds  of  Old  Raby.”  When  the  war  cloud  broke 
Mr.  J.  J.  Mowbray  had  been  master  of  the  Bedale  for  ten 
years.  He  kept  on  for  other  six  seasons,  and  then,  in  1920, 
Lady  Masham  was  appointed  master,  and  in  the  same  year 
Mr.  T.  R.  D.  Wright,  who  was  well  known  in  the  Bramham 
Moor  and  York  and  Ainsty  countries  before  he  went  to 
reside  in  the  Bedale  country,  succeeded  Mr.  E.  H.  Courage 
as  secretary.  The  sudden  death  of  Lady  Masham  in  the 
summer  of  1924  was  a  sad  loss  to  the  country.  Lady 
Masham,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  Rippon  Brockton,  the  famous 
gentleman  rider,  was  herself  an  accomplished  horsewoman, 
and  she  knew  the  ins  and  outs  of  hunting  thoroughly.  Her 
death  brought  the  country  up  sharply,  as  it  were  ;  there  was 
no  time  to  get  a  second  master  and  things  might  have 
arrived  at  a  deadlock  when  Sir  Guy  Lloyd  Graham  of 
Norton  Conyers  came  forward  and  gave  the  hunt  com¬ 
mittee  the  handsome  sum  of  three  thousand  pounds  to 
enable  them  to  carry  on  till  the  end  of  the  season. 

Sir  Guy  Lloyd  Graham  succeeded  to  the  Norton  Con¬ 
yers  estate  on  the  death  of  Sir  Reginald  Graham,  whose 
name  is  famous  in  the  world  of  sport.  He  was  master 
of  the  Hurworth  and  other  packs  in  his  time  and  was  a 
fine  sportsman,  and  as  good  in  the  kennel  as  in  the  field.1 

The  venue  of  the  point-to-point  meeting  of  1921  way 
Thornton  Watlass,  and  the  meeting  took  place  on  April 

1  The  Bedale  country  is  now  (1924-25)  ruled  by  a  committee,  for 
whom  Mr.  W.  A.  Allgood,  C.M.G.,  Chartest,  Thornton  Watlass, 
Bedale,  does  the  practical  work. 
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7th,  Mr.  T.  D.  R.  Wright  undertaking  the  secretarial 
duties.  In  the  Members’  Race  Capt.  H.  J.  Bigge’s  Be 
Quick  was  first,  Mr.  C.  Silvertop’s  Goldfish  second  and 
Mr.  H.  Dorington’s  Cockney  third  ;  and  in  the  United 
Hunts  Race  the  placed  three  were  Capt.  R.  T.  Stanyforth’s 
Vanguard,  Capt.  H.  J.  Bigge’s  Knightsbridge  and  Mr. 
W.  L.  Christie’s  Tresna,  who  finished  in  the  order  named. 
The  riders’  names  are  not  forthcoming. 

The  next  meeting  was  held  at  Thrintoft,  near  Northaller¬ 
ton,  on  April  9th,  1921.  In  the  Adjoining  Hunts  Race 
there  were  only  three  runners.  Capt.  W.  S.  Bigge’s 
Tampico  (owner)  was  the  winner,  with  Dr.  A.  J.  Benson’s 
Glory  (Major  H.  Rhodes)  second.  In  the  Members’  Race 
there  was  a  good  field  of  nine.  Capt.  H.  J.  Bigge’s  Be  Quick 
(Capt.  H.  J.  Bigge)  was  first,  Mr.  W.  R.  Ferro’s  Firefly  (Mr. 
R.  Renton)  was  second  and  Mr.  H.  G.  Stobart’s  Jakes 
(Capt.  O.  A.  Owen)  was  third.  On  April  5th,  1922,  the 
meeting  took  place  at  Pickhill,  near  Thirsk.  In  the 
Adjoining  Hunts  Race  there  were  only  four  starters.  Sir 
F.  Milbanke’s  V.C.  (Capt.  W.  E.  Bigge)  won,  Mr.  J.  Pease’s 
Kilbiriti  (owner)  was  second  and  Capt.  H.  J.  Bigge’s 
Knightsbridge  (owner)  was  third.  Nine  faced  the  starter 
for  the  Members’  Race.  The  winner  was  Mr.  R.  Renton’s 
Sprit  Sail  (owner),  with  Capt.  H.  J.  Bigge’s  Chillingham 
(owner)  and  Lady  Masham’s  Badger  (Mr.  C.  Smith)  filling 
the  other  places.  There  were  fourteen  runners  in  the 
Officers’  Race.  Major  J.  K.  Gordon’s  White  Star  (owner) 
was  the  winner,  with  Capt.  A.  T.  H.  Hayes’s  Maggie  (owner) 
second  and  Lieut.-Col.  L.  Naper’s  Toper  (Mr.  C.  Norman) 
third.  The  next  meeting  took  place  on  March  31st,  1923, 
at  Thornton  Steward.  There  were  seven  runners  in  the 
Adjacent  Hunts  Race,  which  was  won  by  Capt.  H.  J. 
Bigge’s  Chillingham  (owner).1  Dr.  A.  J.  Benson’s  Glory 
(Major  Rhodes)  was  second  and  Mr.  J.  Pease’s  Kibiriti 

1  The  names  of  owners  and  horses  are  given  from  the  records  which 
are  often  very  unreliable  for  accuracy.  That  this  is  the  same  gentleman 
described  above  as  Dr.  A.  J.  Benson  is  evident  from  the  name  of  the 
horse  and  his  rider. 
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(owner)  was  third.  There  were  nine  runners  in  the  Mem¬ 
bers’  Race,  which  was  won  by  Capt.  H.  J.  Bigge’s  Be  Quick 
(owner),  who  thus  pulled  off  a  good  double  event.  Lady 
Masham’s  Atalanta  (Capt.  C.  Reynard)  was  second  and 
Mrs.  J.  de  B.  Cowan’s  Sylvia  (Mr.  A.  P.  Slingsby)  was 
third. 

The  York  and  Ainsty  has  changed  in  some  respects 
during  the  last  ten  years.  There  has  been  a  considerable 
quantity  of  land  laid  down  to  grass  during  that  period,  and 
so  far  as  one  can  gather  there  will  be  more  laid  down  ;  so 
that  the  country  will,  from  the  hunting  man’s  standpoint, 
be  vastly  improved.  Whether  the  country  itself  is  benefited 
by  the  change  is  doubtful,  but  no  one  can  blame  the  farmer 
for  working  his  land  at  the  lowest  possible  cost,  for  he  has 
been  robbed  on  all  hands  for  years.  This,  by  the  way.  The 
partnership  between  Lord  Furness  and  Mr.  Miles  J. 
Stapylton,  which  had  existed  for  a  couple  of  seasons, 
terminated  in  the  spring  of  the  year  in  which  the  war  broke 
out.  Then  Lord  Furness  went  on  single-handed  for  five 
seasons,  retiring  at  the  end  of  the  season  1918-19,  when  he 
was  succeeded  by  Capt.  FI.  Whitworth.  The  Honorary 
secretary  is  Mr.  C.  Wilmot  Smith,  who  succeeded  Major 
Eley  in  1914. 

Many  famous  sportsmen  whose  names  are  closely  identi¬ 
fied  with  the  Y'ork  and  Ainsty  have  joined  the  great 
majority  during  the  last  ten  years.  First  of  our  English 
officers  who  died  in  the  war  was  that  brilliant  horseman, 
Col.  Hughes  Onslow.  Mr.  A.  S.  Lawson,  another  good 
sportsman,  died  in  the  same  year,  1914.  In  1919  Sir  John 
Grant  Lawson,  a  good  sportsman  who  was  widely  popular 
and  who  was  a  politician  whose  like  is  very  rarely  seen  in 
these  days,  joined  the  majority  and  was  much  missed  and 
mourned.  Sir  Edward  Green  also  died  at  a  ripe  old  age, 
and  in  the  summer  of  1924  Mr.  H.  E.  Preston  of  Moreby 
Hall,  whose  name  is  so  closely  associated  with  the  fox¬ 
hound,  died.  Mr.  Preston  was  a  good  man  to  hounds,  and 
he  was  equally  at  home  on  the  flags  as  in  the  field.  On  the 
death  of  the  Rev.  Cecil  Legard  he  succeeded  him  as  the 
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editor  of  the  Foxhound  Kennel  Stud  Book — work  in  which 
he  took  a  great  delight,  and  in  which  he  was  an  adept. 

On  March  30th,  1920,  the  point-to-point  meeting,  held 
in  conjunction  with  the  7th  (Q.O.)  Hussars,  took  place  at 
Easingwold.  In  the  Hunt  Race  Capt.  R.  T.  Stanyforth’s 
Vanguard,  Mrs.  H.  Whitworth’s  Fox  and  Capt.  H.  Whit¬ 
worth’s  Carbery  were  the  placed  three,  and  in  the  Nomina¬ 
tion  Race  Capt.  H.  W.  Whitworth’s  Fluid  Magnesia  and 
Armlock  were  first  and  second,  with  Mrs.  Whitworth’s 
Mary  Ann  third.  The  master’s  stable  was  indeed  in  fine 
form.  The  7th  (Q.O.)  Hussars  Lightweight  Race  was  won 
by  Mr.  H.  A.  Pelly’s  Spook,  Mr.  J.  G.  A.  Bell’s  Night 
Watch  was  second  and  Major  W.  Paget  Tomlinson’s  York¬ 
shire  Pudding  was  third.  In  the  7th  (Q.O.)  Hussars  Heavy¬ 
weight  Race  Col.  H.  S.  Sewell’s  Prudence  won,  with  Capt. 
G.  C.  A.  Breitmeyer’s  Ginger  and  Major  A.  C.  Watson’s 
Sandy  filling  the  other  places.  The  next  meeting  took  place 
at  Easingwold  on  April  5th,  1921,  but  this  time  it  was  held 
in  conjunction  with  the  Inniskilling  Dragoons.  There  were 
nine  runners  in  the  York  and  Ainsty  Hunt  Race,  at  the  head 
of  them  being  Capt.  H.  Whitworth’s  Carbery  (Mr.  C. 
Wilmot  Smith),  Lady  Chesterfield’s  Mickle  (Col.  R. 
Thompson)  was  second  and  Mr.  G.  Kenyon’s  Farewell 
(Capt.  T.  L.  Wickham  Boynton)  was  third.  Fourteen 
horses  went  to  the  post  for  the  Nomination  Race,  and  the 
master’s  stable  again  showed  in  good  form,  his  Fluid 
Magnesia,  ridden  by  Capt.  T.  L.  Wickham  Boynton,  being 
first,  and  his  Armlock,  ridden  by  Mr.  C.  Wilmot  Smith, 
second.  The  third  place  went  to  Lord  Grimthorpe’s  Pilot 
(owner).  The  Inniskilling  Dragoons  Subalterns’  Race  had 
nine  runners.  Lieut.  R.  S.  Usher’s  Holloway  (owner)  was 
first,  Lieut.  J.  P.  S.  Kitching’s  Alphic  (owner)  was  second 
and  Lieut.  E.  A.  Bleakley’s  Carmen  (owner)  was  third.  Ten 
horses  went  to  the  post  in  the  Inniskilling  Dragoons  Regi¬ 
mental  Race,  in  which  Capt.  M.  F.  Dudgeon’s  Great 
Britain  (Lieut.  R.  S.  Usher)  was  first,  Major  C.  A.  Fleury- 
Teulons  Sindorf  Lad  (owner)  was  second  and  Capt.  J.  C. 
Humphrey’s  Huntsman  (owner)  was  third. 
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So  far  as  I  can  find,  there  does  not  seem  to  have  been  any 
point-to-point  meeting  in  1922,  but  in  the  following  year 
the  meeting  was  held  at  Easingwold  on  April  9th.  There 
were  six  runners  in  the  Lightweight  Race,  which  was  won 
by  Capt.  R.  T.  Stanyforth’s  Chateau  d’Or  (owner).  Dr. 
A.  J.  Benson’s  Glory  II,  with  Mr.  C.  Benson  in  the  saddle, 
was  second  and  Mr.  A.  Milburn’s  Sheets  (owner)  was  third. 
In  the  Heavyweight  Race  only  three  faced  the  starter.  The 
winner  was  Capt.  H.  Whitworth’s  Jack  Spraggon  (Capt.  C. 
Wilmot  Smith,  Dr.  A.  J.  Benson’s  Glory  (owner)  was 
second  and  Col.  B.  C.  Fairfax’s  Haxby  (owner)  was  third. 
In  the  Nomination  Race  there  were  five  runners.  Capt. 
R.  T.  Stanyforth’s  Dandy  Jock  (owner)  was  first,  Mr.  M.  A. 
Robinson’s  Freckles  (owner)  was  second  and  Capt.  C.  G. 
Leatham’s  Corban  (owner)  was  third.  The  Northern 
Command  Military  Race  brought  out  twelve  runners.  Capt. 
C.  H.  Liddell’s  Gillette  II  (owner)  was  first,  Capt.  R.  B. 
Howey’s  Jorrocks  (owner)  was  second  and  Major  J.  P. 
Duke’s  The  Clown  (owner)  was  third.  Capt.  Howey’s 
Jorrocks  is  not  the  horse  that  has  won  so  many  prizes  at  the 
leading  horse  shows. 

There  have  been  many  changes  in  the  Sinnington 
country  during  the  last  ten  years.  When  the  trouble  began 
in  1914  the  late  Earl  of  Feversham — he  was  then  Viscount 
Helmsley — had  been  master  of  the  Sinnington  for  ten 
seasons.  Then  came  the  call  of  duty,  and  two  years  later 
he  was  killed  in  action  at  the  head  of  his  regiment.  I  shall 
never  forget — who,  indeed,  who  was  present  ever  can  forget 
— the  terrible  shock  which  we  all  experienced  when  the  late 
Lord  Willoughby  de  Broke  read  the  telegram  announcing  the 
sad  news  at  the  luncheon  at  the  Warwickshire  Hunt  Show 
at  Kineton.  Lord  Willoughby  de  Broke  paid  a  high  tribute 
to  Lord  Feversham,  and  in  the  opinion  of  every  man  who 
heard  him,  the  sad  accident  was  little  short  of  a  national 
calamity.  The  death  of  the  master  at  such  a  time  naturally 
put  the  hunt  into  rather  a  difficult  situation,  but  happily  it 
had  for  its  honorary  secretary  Mr.  Alfred  Pearson  of 
Helmsley,  who  had  been  in  office  for  many  years  and  whose 


MISS  ORD. 


THE  HISTORY  OF  TEN  YEARS 


137 

keenness  and  knowledge  of  hunting  and  all  that  belongs  to 
it  had  caused  the  late  Mr.  Tom  Parrington  to  give  him  the 
sobriquet  of  “  Nimrod.” 

A  committee  was  formed  in  1916,  Nimrod  took  a  promi¬ 
nent  part  in  the  hunt  management,  and  things  went  on 
smoothly  for  three  seasons.  Then,  in  1919,  Major  Gordon 
B.  Foster  accepted  the  mastership,  and  he  has  been  in  office 
ever  since.  Major  Gordon  B.  Foster  hunts  his  own  hounds. 

In  1919  Mr.  Alfred  Pearson  was  presented  with  a  piece 
of  plate,  an  illuminated  address,  and  a  cheque  for  £850,  in 
commemoration  of  his  long  services  as  secretary  to  the  hunt. 
He  had  acted  as  secretary  for  forty  years,  and  under  six 
masters. 

Another  presentation  was  made  in  1922  to  the  master, 
Major  Gordon  B.  Foster.  This  consisted  of  a  silver- 
mounted  hunting-horn,  250  years  old,  and  a  silver  cup 
85  years  old. 

Death  was  busy  in  the  Sinnington  country  during  these 
years.  The  Earl  of  Feversham,  who,  though  he  had  not 
been  able  to  hunt  for  some  years,  had  always  taken  a  lively 
interest  in  the  doings  of  the  Sinnington  Hunt,  passed  away 
full  of  years  and  of  honours,  in  1915-16,  and  Mr.  Thomas 
Parrington,  who  was  master  of  the  Sinnington  for  some 
years,  died  shortly  afterwards.  Lieut.  Sydney  Pearson, 
who  was  a  regular  follower  of  the  Sinnington  hounds,  was 
killed  in  action,  and  Mr.  Penn  C.  Sherbrooke,  who  had  been 
master  of  the  hounds  for  some  years,  also  died  about  the 
same  time.  Then,  in  1917,  Mr.  W.  A.  Ewbank  also  passed 
away.  Mr.  Ewbank  had  been  hunting  a  small  private  pack 
of  hounds  in  Lincolnshire  for  some  years,  but  he  was  so 
intimately  connected  with  the  Sinnington  country  when 
I  first  knew  it,  that  it  seems  impossible  to  consider  him  in 
relation  to  any  other  country. 

In  1920  the  point-to-point  meeting  was  held  at  Oswald- 
kirk  on  April  10th.  The  United  Hunts  Race  was  won  by 
Mr.  A.  Milburn’s  /Esop  (owner).  Mr.  H.  A.  Pelly’s  The 
Spook  (owner)  was  second  and  Major  L.  B.  Holliday’s 
Cleopatra  (owner)  was  third.  In  the  Members’  Race 
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Major  J.  C.  Hunter’s  Charlie  Chaplin  (owner)  was  first, 
Mr.  R.  T.  Pearspn’s  Feccal  (owner)  was  second  and  Capt. 
C.  H.  Liddell’s  Starbeck  (owner)  was  third.  There  does 
not  seem  to  have  been  a  point-to-point  meeting  in  1921, 
but  in  the  following  year  a  meeting  took  place  at  Great 
Edstone  on  March  28th.  There  were  twelve  runners  in  the 
Lightweight  Race,  in  which  Capt.  R.  T.  Pearson’s  Feccal 
(owner)  was  first,  Mr.  A.  Wormald’s  Cupid  (owner)  was 
second  and  Lord  Grimthorpe’s  Pilot  was  third.  In  the 
Heavyweight  Race  there  were  six  runners.  Mr.  John 
Brown’s  Red  Earl  (Mr.  T.  Brown)  was  the  winner,  Col. 
F.  F.  Deakin’s  Jorrocks  (owner)  and  Capt.  J.  E.  D.  Shaw’s 
Caprice  (owner)  filling  the  other  places.  In  the  United 
Hunts  Race  six  went  to  the  post.  Major  A.  C.  Fleury 
Toulon’s  Cocky  (owner)  was  first,  Dr.  J.  A.  Benson’s 
Glory  (Major  H.  Rhodes)  was  second  and  Lord  Grim¬ 
thorpe’s  Gaiety  (Col.  J.  Wilson)  was  third.  In  1923  the 
meeting  was  held  at  Great  Edstone  on  April  5th.  In  the 
Lightweight  Race  there  were  seven  runners.  Major  W.  H. 
Unett’s  Rabbit  (owner)  was  first,  Capt.  E.  Grant’s  Har- 
borough  (Col.  J.  Wilson)  was  second  and  Mrs.  R.  Pearson’s 
Echo  (Capt.  Pearson)  was  third.  There  is  no  account  of  a 
heavyweight  race  in  the  record,  and  it  is  to  be  presumed, 
therefore,  that  it  fell  through.  There  were  five  runners  in 
the  United  Yorkshire  Hunts  Race.  Lord  Grimthorpe’s 
Pilot  (owner)  won,  with  Dr.  A.  J.  Benson’s  Glory  II  (Capt. 
Rhodes)  and  Mr.  J.  Wormald’s  Sheila  (Capt.  Mcllwaine) 
filling  the  other  places. 

The  late  Major  H.  C.  Vane  had  been  master  of  the 
Derwent  for  five  seasons  when  our  story  opens.  The 
hounds  were  then  known  as  the  Hon.  Major  Vane’s,  it 
having  been  a  custom  to  call  the  hunt  by  the  name  of  the 
master  ever  since  the  formation  by  Squire  Hill  of  Thornton 
in  the  eighteenth  century.  In  1916  Mr.  Harry  Illingworth 
of  Wydale,  near  Brompton,  was  appointed  deputy-master, 
and  in  1917  Major  Vane  died  and  Mr.  Harry  Illingworth 
carried  on  for  a  year.  In  the  following  season  (1918)  Major 
L.  B.  Holliday  undertook  the  mastership,  and  it  was  then 
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that  the  hunt  became  known  as  the  Derwent.  In  the  follow¬ 
ing  year  Mr.  Robin  Hill  was  appointed  secretary,  so  the 
country  once  more  became  closely  associated  with  the  family 
of  its  founder.  Major  Holliday  retired  at  the  end  of  his 
fourth  season,  and  he  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Claude  S. 
Norton  of  Irton  Manor,  and  at  the  same  time  Mr.  Robin 
Hill  was  appointed  as  huntsman.  At  the  end  of  the  season 
of  1923-24  Mr.  Norton  resigned  and  there  was  some 
difficulty  about  finding  a  successor.  Finally  Major  Gordon 
B.  Foster  offered  to  hunt  the  country,  so  that  it  will  be 
temporarily  united  to  the  Sinnington. 

Mr.  Harry  Illingworth  was  presented  with  a  silver 
inkstand,  a  hundred  years  old,  on  his  retirement  from  the 
mastership  of  the  Derwent,  as  an  appreciation  of  his  valu¬ 
able  services  at  a  very  trying  time. 

There  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  point-to-point 
meeting  held  in  connexion  with  the  Derwent  Hunt  during 
these  years,  which  is  much  to  be  regretted,  for  a  point-to- 
point  meeting  has  a  very  beneficial  effect  upon  hunting. 
The  man  who  cannot  ride  to  hounds  from  one  cause  or 
another  can  see  a  point-to-point  race  at  little  expense  ;  and 
by  attending  it  he  can  become,  as  it  were,  one  of  the  hunt. 
Then  the  social  importance  of  these  meetings  is  difficult  to 
overestimate,  and  they  fill  an  important  place  in  the  life  of 
the  country-side. 


CHAPTER  III 


LEICESTERSHIRE,  LINCOLNSHIRE,  NOTTINGHAMSHIRE, 
RUTLAND,  NORTHAMPTONSHIRE  AND  WARWICKSHIRE 

THERE  is  perhaps  no  finer  country  than  Lincoln¬ 
shire  for  sport.  It  is  heavy  riding — at  times  very 
heavy — and  there  are  formidable  obstacles  to 
encounter ;  but  they  are  fair,  if  big,  and  perhaps 
no  county  has  had  more  to  do  with  the  establishment  of 
fox-hunting  on  modern  lines  than  Lincolnshire.  And  in 
Lincolnshire  is  one  of  those  historic  packs  that  have  practi¬ 
cally  always  been  in  the  hands  of  one  family,  and  that  have 
done  so  much  to  establish  and  improve  the  right  type  of 
foxhound. 

This  is  the  Brocklesby,  with  which  the  Earls  of  Yar¬ 
borough,  as  masters,  and  the  Smiths,  as  huntsmen,  were 
associated  for  generations.  The  present  Earl  of  Yar¬ 
borough  succeeded  to  the  mastership  on  attaining  his 
majority  in  1880,  so  that  he  had  been  in  office  thirty-four 
years  when  the  war  broke  out.  During  the  war  there  were, 
of  course,  the  changes  brought  about  by  circumstances, 
horses  and  hounds  were  reduced  to  the  smallest  number 
possible,  and  every  effort  was  made,  as  indeed  every  effort 
was  made  in  every  country,  to  make  hunting  possible  on 
fitting  lines  when  the  trouble  was  over. 

There  is  no  record  of  any  point-to-point  meetings. 

The  Burton  has  seen  many  changes  during  the  time. 
After  the  partnership  of  the  late  Sir  M.  Cholmeley  and  Mr. 
John  St.  Vigor  Fox  terminated  in  1914,  Capt.  H.  C.  Elwes 
was  appointed  master,  but  he  only  held  office  for  one 
season.  No  one  came  forward  when  he  retired,  and  for  a 
season  a  committee  managed  the  affairs  of  the  hunt.  Then 
Mr.  W.  B.  Danby,  a  prominent  Lincoln  sportsman,  came 
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to  the  rescue,  and  for  four  years  he  ruled  single-handed. 
In  1920  Lord  Charles  Bentinck  joined  him,  and  the  two 
were  partners  for  a  couple  of  seasons.  Then  Lord  Charles 
Bentinck  retired  and  Mr.  H.  J.  Hope  Barton  took  his  place. 
He  only  held  office  for  one  year,  however,  and  since  1923 
Mr.  Danby  has  gone  on  alone.  In  1923  Major  Jessop 
undertook  the  duties  of  huntsman. 

In  1923  a  very  interesting  event  took  place.  This  was 
the  presentation  of  a  silver  tea-service  and  a  cheque  for 
£178  8s.  5d.  to  Frank  Backhouse,  who  had  been  for  thirty- 
three  seasons  connected  with  the  Burton  Hunt. 

Early  in  the  war  Capt.  Sir  Montague  Cholmeley,  who 
had  been  co-master  with  Mr.  John  St.  Vigor  Fox,  was  killed 
in  action.  There  was  no  point-to-point  meeting. 

Mr.  R.  Clayton  Swan,  who  was  in  office  in  1914,  continued 
to  direct  the  affairs  of  the  Blankney  Hunt  till  1916,  and  then 
he  retired,  having  been  master  for  four  years  altogether. 
On  his  retirement  a  committee  carried  the  country  on  for 
three  seasons,  Mr.  E.  A.  Smith  acting  as  deputy-master. 
This  state  of  things  lasted  till  1919,  when  Col.  F.  Vernon 
Willey  undertook  the  mastership,  and  he  has  been  in  office 
ever  since. 

The  point-to-point  meetings  were  revived  at  Boothby, 
Graffoe,  on  April  7th,  1920.  In  the  Members’  Race  Mr. 
A.  W.  James’s  Redstart  V  was  the  winner,  with  Mr.  H. 
Harrison’s  Rufus  second  and  Mr.  Herbert  Jones’s  Whiteface 
third.  The  Adjoining  Hunts  Race  was  won  by  Lieut. -Col. 
Willey’s  Spa,  Lieut.-Col.  Hon.  G.  Foljambe’s  Wild  Blood 
was  second  and  Mr.  Herbert  Jones’s  Warrior  was  third. 
The  Y7eomanry  Race  was  won  by  Messrs.  G.  and  H.  Ward’s 
Lady  Splendour,  with  Mr.  C.  F.  Betts’s  Special  Messenger 
and  Mr.  G.  Greston  Addy’s  Sunshine  following  in  the  order 
named. 

In  1921  the  meeting  was  held  at  the  same  place  on  April 
6th,  when  big  fields  were  the  order  of  the  day,  no  fewer  than 
forty- three  horses  taking  part  in  the  five  events.  There 
were  ten  runners  in  the  Members’  Race,  which  was  won  by 
Lord  Londesborough’s  Francis  II  (Lord  Burghersh),  Mrs. 
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E.  S.  Tomlinson’s  Buster  Bill  (Capt.  Leacroft)  was  second 
and  Mr.  G.  F.  Bowser’s  Ole  Bill  (owner)  was  third.  In  the 
Open  Nomination  Race  there  were  also  ten  runners.  Mr. 
D.  Dale’s  Edenthorpe  (Mr.  Lockwood)  was  first,  Mr.  G.  F. 
Anyon’s  Haceby  Boy  (Mr.  Maddison)  was  second  and  Mr. 
W.  E.  Porter’s  Acorn  (Capt.  Hamilton)  was  third.  Seven 
started  for  the  Yeomanry  Race,  which  was  won  by  Col. 
Willey’s  Manners  (Col.  Buxton)  ;  Mr.  T.  C.  Dowse’s 
Pygmy  (Mr.  T.  C.  Dowse)  and  Mr.  H.  FI.  Bowser’s  Lady 
Mercian  (owner)  filling  the  other  places.  The  Cranwell 
Hunt  Club  Cup  Race  brought  out  a  good  field  of  nine. 
Lieut.  A.  W.  James’s  Misty  (Capt.  Hamilton)  was  first ;  then 
came  Lt.  J.  Leacroft ’s  Commission  (owner)  and  Lieut.  W.  B. 
Farrington’s  Major  (owner)  was  third. 

The  next  meeting  was  held  on  April  5th,  1922,  at  the 
same  place,  and  again  good  fields  were  the  order  of  the  day. 
Ten  ran  in  the  Members’  Race,  in  which  Col.  Willey’s 
Bedouin  (owner)  was  first,  Mrs.  Hall’s  Romeo  (Col. 
Buxton)  second  and  Major  A.  James’s  Sammy  VIII 
(owner)  third.  In  the  Masters’  Open  Nomination  Race,  in 
a  field  of  eleven,  Major  A.  James’s  Greylight  II  (owner)  was 
the  winner,  the  other  places  being  filled  by  Mr.  A.  J. 
Bennett’s  Bobbie  Dazzler  (Mr.  C.  W.  Bennett)  and  Mr. 
J.  W.  Pidcock’s  Naval  Ribbons  (Mr.  W.  S.  Lockwood). 
Major  Jessop’s  Sunshine  (owner)  won  the  Yeomanry  Race 
in  a  field  of  ten,  with  Mr.  H.  G.  Bellamy’s  Longboat  II 
(owner)  second  and  Mr.  Dowse’s  Kingsway  II  (Capt. 
Waller)  third.  In  the  Cranwell  Hunt  Cup  Race  Lieut. 
W.  de  Waller’s  Bobs  was  first,  with  Wing-Commander 
Barrett’s  Alfred  (owner)  second  and  the  Cranwell  Hunt 
Club’s  Cluboss  (Lt.  Aymer)  third. 

The  next  meeting  was  held  on  April  4th,  1923,  at  the 
same  place.  Lord  Londesborough’s  Windsor  (owrner)  was 
first  in  a  field  of  eight  in  the  Members’  Race,  in  which  the 
other  places  went  to  Col.  Buxton’s  Cairn  Eney  (owner) 
and  Mr.  F.  Bowser’s  Young  Bill  (owner).  In  the  Nomina¬ 
tion  Race  there  were  also  eight  runners.  The  winner  was 
Mr.  Lewis  Parry’s  Peter  the  Piper  (owner).  Col.  Willey’s 
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Bedouin  (owner)  was  second  and  Mr.  H.  J.  Joel’s  The  Kiss 
(Mr.  G.  H.  Bellamy)  was  third.  In  the  Yeomanry  Race  Col. 
Willey’s  Lady  Splendour  (owner)  headed  a  field  of  eight, 
Mr.  T.  C.  Dowse ’s  Longboat  (Mr.  Steadman)  was  second 
and  Mr.  Ben  Mason’s  Wild  Jimmy  (owner)  was  third. 
The  Cranwell  Hunt  Cup  was  won  by  Wing-Commander 
Barton’s  Wasp  (owner),  with  Squadron-Leader  Read’s 
Misty  (owner)  second  and  The  Cranwell  Hunt  Club’s 
Barney  (Lt.  Hanmer)  third. 

One  of  those  hunts  which  have  been  fortunate  in  having 
few  changes  in  their  history  is  the  Southwold,  in  which 
Mr.  E.  P.  Rawnsley’s  forty  years  of  mastership  was  brought 
to  a  close  in  1920.  So,  happily  for  the  Southwold  Hunt,  it 
passed  those  six  crucial  years  under  practically  the  same 
hands  as  in  the  happier  times.  Mr.  Rawnsley,  however, 
had  more  than  once  a  partner  to  help  him,  especially  in  the 
latter  part  of  his  long  period  of  office.  Sir  William  Cooke, 
who  had  been  co-master  for  two  seasons,  retired  in  1911, 
and  for  three  seasons  Mr.  Rawnsley  went  on  single-handed. 
Then,  in  the  war  year,  he  was  joined  by  that  good  sportsman 
Lord  Charles  Bentinck,  and  the  partnership  lasted  till  1920, 
when  Mr.  Rawnsley  retired.  Then  for  a  couple  of  seasons 
Major  T.  Jessop  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Ramsden  were  joint  masters. 
In  1922  Major  Jessop  retired,  and  since  then  Mr.  J.  W. 
Ramsden  has  carried  on  single-handed. 

On  Mr.  Rawnsley’s  retirement  from  the  mastership  he 
was  the  recipient  of  a  handsome  testimonial  from  the 
members  and  followers  of  the  hunt.  This  took  the  form  of 
a  portrait  of  himself  in  oils — perhaps  the  best  form  in  which 
a  long  and  successful  mastership  can  be  recognised,  for  it  is 
there  “  plain  for  all  folk  to  see,”  and  points  to  an  example 
for  future  generations  to  follow. 

The  first  point-to-point  meeting  after  the  war  was  held 
at  Spilsby  on  April  13th,  1920.  In  the  Lightweight  Race 
Mr.  E.  P.  Rawnsley’s  Bluebird  was  first,  Mr.  W.  Chatter- 
ton’s  Welton  was  second  and  Mr.  U.  Spratt’s  Lady  Bird 
was  third.  In  the  Welter  Race  Mr.  Chatterton  was  first 
with  Noxall,  Mr.  J.  W.  Ramsden’s  Patrick  Bronte  was 
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Chevalier  Bayard  third.  In  the  1st  Life  Guards’  Race  Mr. 
J.  A.  G.  Emmet’s  Luck  Lad  was  first,  Mr.  E.  C.  B.  Port- 
man’s  Traveller  was  second  and  Capt.  Hon.  H.  W.  C. 
Denison’s  Hector  was  third.  In  the  Scots  Guards’  Race 
the  winner  was  Lt.-Col.  G.  Paynter’s  Avondhu,  with  Major 
Giles  Loder’s  King  Richard  and  Lieut.  B.  Curre’s  The  Mite 
filling  the  other  places. 

The  1921  meeting  took  place  on  March  24th.  In  the 
Lightweight  Race  Col.  F.  A.  Spencer’s  Vindicator  (Capt. 
Sherrard)  was  first,  Mr.  B.  Crawfurd’s  Army  (Mr.  Belville) 
was  second  and  Col.  V.  Willing’s  Manners  (owner)  was 
third.  In  the  Nomination  Race  Mr.  E.  A.  V.  Stanley’s 
Ah  Well  !  (Mr.  Nutt)  was  the  winner,  second  and  third 
places  being  occupied  by  Col.  Paynter’s  Warrior  (Major 
James)  and  Major  G.  Reynold’s  Dennis  (owner)  in  the 
order  given.  The  R.A.F.  Race  was  headed  by  Lieut. 
A.  W.  H.  James’s  Sammy  (owner),  with  Lieut.  A.  W.  H. 
James’s  Misty  (Mr.  Cole  Hamilton)  second,  and  it  should 
be  noted  that  it  is  a  rare  occurrence  indeed  for  a  man  to  run 
first  and  second  in  a  point-to-point  race.  Mr.  Darnell’s 
Kilkenny  (owner)  was  third.  In  the  Welter  Race  Col. 
Paynter’s  Remount  (Mr.  T.  C.  Dowse)  was  first,  Mr.  H. 
Beeby’s  The  Jester  II  (Major  Habbersty)  was  second  and 
Mr.  B.  Hope  Protheroe’s  Nona  (Mr.  B.  A.  Willson)  was 
third. 

The  next  meeting  took  place  on  March  16th,  1922,  and 
was  a  very  successful  one,  no  fewer  than  fifty-three  horses 
going  to  the  post  in  the  four  events.  Sixteen  started  in  the 
Lightweight  Race,  in  which  Miss  B.  Crawford’s  Army  (Major 
Clarke)  was  the  winner.  Col.  G.  Foljambe’s  Ilston  Witch 
(owner)  was  second  and  Mr.  S.  Loewenstein’s  Red  Star 
(Capt.  B.  Willson)  was  third.  In  the  Nomination  Race 
Gen.  Paynter’s  Master  Gris  (owner)  was  the  winner,  the 
other  places  going  to  Mr.  H.  Dixon’s  Titwillow  III  (owner) 
and  Mr.  J.  W.  Pidcock’s  Naval  Ribbons  (Mr.  A.  W.  Carr). 
In  the  10th  Hussars  Regimental  Race  Mr.  D.  D.  S. 
Stewart’s  Ruan  (owner)  was  first,  H.R.PI.  Prince  Henry’s 
Rathgarogue  (owner)  was  second  and  Major  A.  E.  Fielden’s 
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Minister  (owner)  was  third.  In  the  Welter  Race  Col.  V. 
Willing’s  Bedouin  (owner)  was  first,  with  Mr.  R.  L.  Fen¬ 
wick’s  Garrynagh  (Mr.  W.  Newcombe)  and  Mr.  E. 
Loewenstein’s  Don  Jose  (Capt.  Wilson)  filling  the  other 
places.  The  ioth  Hussars  Welter  Race  was  won  by  Mr. 
D.  Cross’s  Bairnsfather  (owner),  with  Mr.  S.  Falli’s  Wood- 
pigeon  II  (owner)  and  Major  T.  Bouch’s  Bay  Leaf  (Col. 
Chaplin)  filling  second  and  third  places. 

The  meeting  of  1923  took  place  on  March  15th.  In  the 
Lightweight  Race  Lord  Westmorland’s  Carbury  (owner) 
finished  at  the  head  of  a  field  of  ten.  Wing-Commander 
R.  J.  Barton’s  Wasp  (Mr.  F.  J.  Hanwick)  was  second  and 
Capt.  J.  A.  Hornsby’s  Sonia  (owner)  was  third.  There 
were  eleven  runners  in  the  Nomination  Race,  which  was  won 
by  Col.  Willey’s  Bedouin  (owner) ;  the  other  places  being 
filled  by  Mr.  R.  K.  Knowles’s  Charlie  Parsons  (owner)  and 
Capt.  Buxton’s  Cairn  Eney  (owner).  In  the  Welter  Race 
Major- Gen.  Vaughan’s  Merrie  England  (owner)  was  first, 
Col.  Willey’s  Abbess  (owner)  was  second  and  Lord  West¬ 
morland’s  Ta  Bouche  (owner)  was  third. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Strawb ridge  had  been  master  of  the  Cottes¬ 
more  for  a  season  when  the  war  broke  out,  and  he  was  at 
the  head  of  affairs  nominally  till  the  end  of  the  next  season. 
The  hunt  was  then  left  without  a  master,  and  the  Earl  of 
Lonsdale  came  forward  to  carry  on  the  hunt  till  after  the  war. 
The  name  of  Lowther  is  very  closely  associated  with  the 
Cottesmore  Hunt.  The  old  records  tell  us  that  so  far 
back  as  1666-70  the  First  Viscount  Lonsdale  took  hounds 
from  Westmorland  to  Cottesmore,  and  in  1788  Sir  William 
Lowther  purchased  the  pack  then  hunting  the  country  from 
the  Noel  family,  and  ruled  over  the  Cottesmore  destinies 
till  the  end  of  the  season  1801-02.  Altogether,  the  Lowther 
family  had  presided  over  the  Cottesmore  country  sixty-two 
years  out  of  the  hundred  and  thirty-eight  which  had  elapsed 
between  the  purchase  of  the  pack  from  the  Noel  family  and 
the  present  Lord  Lonsdale  accepting  the  mastership  in  1915. 
For  six  seasons  Lord  Lonsdale,  with  George  Leaf  as  his 
huntsman,  showed  good  sport  in  what  is  undoubtedly  one 
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of  the  best  scenting  countries  in  England,  and  at  the  end  of 
the  season  1920-21  he  resigned,  and  was  succeeded  by 
Mr.  James  Baird  of  Deanscroft,  Oakham,  who  at  present 
carries  the  horn. 

Lord  Lonsdale’s  service  to  the  country,  with  which  his 
family  had  been  associated  for  so  many  years,  was  not  to  go 
unrecognised — it  would  have  been  strange,  indeed,  if  it 
had,  and  a  presentation  was  made  to  him  after  his  retire¬ 
ment.  This  took  the  form  of  a  bronze  statuette  of  himself 
on  his  favourite  hunter,  than  which  nothing  could  have  been 
more  appropriate. 

Point-to-point  meetings  have  not  been  regularly  held 
since  the  war,  but  in  1921  the  Cottesmore,  with  the  Quorn 
and  the  Bel  voir,  held  an  Army  meeting  at  Burrough  Hill, 
near  Leicester,  where  the  Inter-Hunt  Cup  Race,  for  which 
there  were  only  four  starters,  was  won  by  Capt.  Loewen- 
stein’s  Adam’s  Gorse  (Capt.  B.  Wilson),  with  Sir  John 
Arnott’s  Roger  (owner)  second  and  Capt.  A.  Loewenstein’s 
Brutus  (owner)  third. 

When  the  trouble  began  that  good  sportsman  Mr. 
C.  W.  B.  Fernie  had  finished  the  twenty-sixth  year  of  his 
mastership  of  what  is  now  known  as  the  Fernie  country. 
So  there  was  no  change  of  mastership,  and  Mr.  Fernie 
continued  his  rule  in  the  fine  Leicestershire  country  with 
which  he  had  been  so  long  associated,  and  in  which  he  had 
shown  such  fine  sport  till  his  death,  which  took  place  in  1919. 
Mrs.  Fernie  hunted  the  country  for  a  season  single-handed, 
and  then  she  was  joined  by  Mrs.  Faber.  After  two  years’ 
partnership  Mrs.  Fernie  and  Mrs.  Faber  retired,  and  they 
were  succeeded  by  Lord  Stalbridge  in  1923. 

Major  Henry  A.  B.  Wallis  Wright  had  been  one  year  at 
the  head  of  affairs  in  the  Woodland  Pytchley  country 
when  the  war  broke  out,  and  he  continued  in  office  till 
1920,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Capt.  G.  E.  Belville,  late 
of  the  1 6th  Lancers,  the  present  master.  When  Major 
Wallis  Wright  went  to  the  Woodland  Pytchley  he  took 
with  him  his  “  black  and  tans  ”  from  the  Four  Burrow 
Hunt. 
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The  Pytchley  country  has  seen  some  changes  during 
the  last  ten  years.  When  Lord  Annaly  retired  in  1914  he 
was  succeeded  by  Sir  Charles  B.  Lowther,  who  hunted  the 
country  for  four  seasons.  In  1918  he  was  succeeded  by 
Col.  W.  Faber,  who  was  in  office  for  one  season.  Sir  Charles 
Frederick  then  held  office  for  a  couple  of  seasons,  and  then 
in  1921  Sir  C.  B.  Lowther  came  back  to  the  mastership,  but 
with  Major  H.  S.  Cayzer  for  a  partner.  This  partnership 
terminated  at  the  end  of  the  season,  and  for  one  season  Sir 
Charles  Lowther  carried  on  alone.  In  1923,  however,  he 
was  joined  by  Major  J.  G.  Lowther,  D.S.O.  In  the 
Pytchley  they  have  two  secretaries,  a  circumstance  which  is 
worth  noting.  Capt.  F.  Litchfield  is  secretary  to  the 
masters  and  Mr.  H.  E.  Law  is  secretary  to  the  committee. 

In  1914,  after  the  retirement  of  Lord  Annaly,  his  valuable 
services  to  the  country  met  with  due  recognition,  both  from 
the  landowners  and  farmers  of  the  Pytchley  country,  and  from 
Army  officers,  past  and  present,  who  had  hunted  with  the 
pack  during  his  mastership.  The  present  from  the  country 
was  a  portrait  of  himself  on  his  favourite  hunter,  painted  by 
Lynwood  Palmer,  to  which  there  were  750  subscribers.  The 
testimonial  of  the  Army  officers,  which  was  presented  to  him 
at  the  Cavalry  Club  by  Major-Gen.  Sir  J.  P.  Brabazon, 
K.C.B.,  C.V.O.,  consisted  of  a  cup  and  salver,  which  were 
subscribed  for  by  160  officers. 

Lord  Annaly,  whose  mastership  of  the  Pytchley  covered 
one  of  the  most  brilliant  periods  of  its  history,  departed  this 
life  in  1922,  at  the  comparatively  early  age  of  sixty-six.  He 
was  much  missed  and  mourned,  for  he  was  deservedly 
popular.  There  is  no  record  of  any  Pytchley  Hunt  point-to- 
point  in  1920,  but  in  the  following  year  there  was  a  meeting 
at  Great  Brington,  the  exact  date  of  which  is  not  given.  In 
the  Heavyweight  Race  there  were  ten  runners.  The 
winner  was  Mr.  J.  C.  Campbell’s  Brigand  (owner),  Major 
Ian  Straker’s  His  Excellency  (owner)  was  second  and 
Major  Guy  Paget’s  Pommers  (owner)  was  third.  In  the 
Lightweight  Race  there  were  a  dozen  runners.  H.R.H.  the 
Prince  of  Wales  won  on  his  own  horse,  Rifle  Grenade,  with 
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Capt.  R.  W.  Henderson’s  Suzette  (General  Vaughan) 
second  and  Capt.  T.  McDougal’s  Avalon  (owner)  third. 

In  1922  the  meeting  was  held  at  Crick  on  April  7th.  In 
the  Lightweight  Race  there  were  fifteen  runners.  Mr. 
Bruce  A.  Capell’s  Weary  (Mr.  F.  C.  F.  Cleeve)  was  first, 
Mr.  K.  Mackay’s  Nero  (Capt.  Barton)  was  second  and 
Major  T.  Walwyn’s  Viking  (owner)  third.  There  were 
seven  runners  in  the  Heavyweight  Race,  which  was  won  by 
Major  T.  G.  Paget’s  Pommers  (owner),  Major  C.  F. 
Barnard’s  Aeroplane  (owner)  was  second  and  Major  G. 
Heseltine’s  Killinick  (owner)  was  third.  In  the  Adjoining 
Hunts  Race  there  were  only  two  runners,  and  Major  H.  A. 
Wernher’s  Paddy  (Major  Harboard)  practically  had  it  all 
his  own  way. 

The  meeting  of  1923  was  held  at  Crick  on  March  21st. 
There  were  sixteen  runners  in  the  Lightweight  Race,  in 
which  Mr.  C.  W.  Heath’s  Kayenne  (owner)  was  the  winner. 
Capt.  E.  B.  de  Fonblanque’s  Wrack  (owner)  was  second 
and  Lt.-Col.  Graham’s  Red  Seal  (owner)  was  third.  There 
were  thirteen  runners  in  the  Heavyweight  Race,  of  which 
Lt.-Col.  M.  Graham’s  Ballyhoura  (owner)  was  the  winner. 
Capt.  K.  F.  W.  Dunn’s  Ardroel  (owner)  was  second  and 
Capt.  G.  H.  Drummond’s  Aeroplane  II  (owner)  was  third. 

The  Grafton  had  just  been  a  season  under  the  rule  of 
Major  Hawkins  in  1814,  and  he  kept  at  the  head  of  affairs 
for  other  six  seasons.  He  was  then  succeeded  by  Lord 
Hillingdon  of  Wakefield  Lodge,  Potterspury.  The  secre¬ 
tary,  Major  Hon.  R.  L.  Pomeroy,  was  in  office  a  year  before 
the  appointment  of  Major  Hawkins  to  the  mastership.  The 
Grafton  is  one  of  our  oldest  hunts.  The  country  and  a  good 
deal  in  addition  to  it  was  hunted  by  the  Duke  of  Grafton  in 
the  time  of  Charles  II,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe 
that  the  tradition  that  a  successor  got  Westminster  Bridge 
built  in  order  to  take  his  hounds  across  the  Thames  when 
he  went  to  hunt  the  Surrey  side  of  his  vast  country,  has 
some  foundation  in  fact. 

There  was  no  point-to-point  meeting  in  1920,  but  on 
March  15th,  1921,  a  meeting  was  held  at  Astwell  Mill,  near 


THE  HISTORY  OF  TEN  YEARS 


151 

Helmdon.  The  Members’  Race  brought  out  a  field  of 
nine.  Lieut.-Col.  Littleton’s  Solomon  (owner)  was  first, 
Lord  Hillingdon’s  Acme  (Capt.  H.  de  Trafford)  was 
second  and  Mr.  J.  B.  Pease’s  Rockland  (owner)  was  third. 
In  the  Nomination  Race  there  were  ten  runners.  Mr.  R.  R. 
Cruise’s  War  Gratuity  (owner)  was  the  winner,  the  other 
places  being  filled  by  Mr.  C.  F.  Garrard’s  Cairn  Eney 
(owner)  and  Lt.-Col.  H.  R.  Tomkinson’s  Tony  (owner)  in 
the  order  named. 

The  next  meeting  was  held  on  March  14th,  1922,  at 
Summerhouse  Farm,  Titchborough.  The  Members’  Race 
brought  out  a  field  of  eleven.  Mr.  W.  A.  Low’s  Magic 
(owner)  won,  with  H.R.H.  Prince  Henry’s  Ocean  III  (owner) 
and  Mr.  R.  Ussher’s  Lismore  (owner)  filling  the  other  places 
in  the  order  named.  In  the  Nomination  Race  there  were 
eight  runners.  Mr.  O.  H.  Gilbey’s  Karaburun  (owner)  was 
first,  Major  C.  T.  Walwyn’s  Viking  (owner)  was  second 
and  Capt.  G.  M.  Stott’s  Firebrand  (owner)  was  third. 

There  was  a  great  meeting  held  at  Wappenham  on  March 
20th,  1923.  In  the  Lightweight  Race  there  were  fourteen 
runners.  Lieut.  A.  C.  Little’s  Foxtor  (owner)  was  first,  with 
Mr.  Deperding’s  Linford  Lad  (owner)  second  and  Capt. 
Stott’s  Lucy  Glitters  (Mr.  P.  Y.  Atkinson)  third.  In  the 
Heavyweight  Race  there  were  seven  runners.  Capt.  E.  B. 
de  Fonblanque’s  Wrecker  (owner)  was  the  winner,  with 
Lord  Stanley’s  Monster  (owner)  second  and  Capt.  G. 
Shaw  Stewart’s  Sweet  William  third.  The  Oxford  and 
Cambridge  Universities  Team  Race  brought  a  dozen  to  the 
post.  Sir  W.  F.  C.  Anstruther’s  Surprise  IX  (owner)  was 
first,  Mr.  J.  Seeley’s  Squirrel  (owner)  was  second  and  Mr. 
J.  Ramsden’s  Mick  Smith  (Mr.  N.  R.  W.  Seeley)  was  third. 
There  were  only  three  runners  in  the  Nomination  Race. 
Mr.  C.  H.  L.  Dixon’s  Titwillow  III  (owner)  was  first 
and  Mr.  S.  A.  Bellairs  Harries ’s  Grey  Plover  (owner)  was 
second. 

The  Warwickshire  has  been  under  the  rule  of  the  Lords 
Willoughby  de  Broke  for  close  upon  fifty  years.  The  late 
Lord  Willoughby  de  Broke  succeeded  his  father,  who  be- 
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came  master  in  1876,  in  1900,  two  years  before  his  death.  In 
1911  he  was  joined  by  Mr.  J.  Fielden,  so  that  when  the  war 
broke  out  the  hunt  was  in  a  particularly  strong  position. 
Indeed,  it  could  scarcely  have  been  better  situated,  for  Lord 
Willoughby  de  Broke  was  a  strong  man  who  “  knew,”  and 
who  had  tact  to  keep  things  moving  in  the  right  direction. 
He  managed  to  keep  the  Warwickshire  Hunt  Show  at 
Kineton  going  during  the  war,  and  the  good  that  was  done 
by  that  it  is  difficult  to  estimate.  I  shall  never  forget  the 
wisdom  of  his  speeches  at  the  various  luncheons  of  the 
show  ;  how  he  pointed  out  that  economy  in  horseflesh,  as 
well  as  in  other  matters,  would  be  essential  to  keep  hunting 
going,  and  I  am  indebted  to  him  for  much  that  appears  in  the 
present  volume. 

Lord  Willoughby  de  Broke’s  death,  towards  the  end  of 
1923,  was  a  sad  loss  to  the  country.  He  was  full  of  re¬ 
sources,  and  was  a  man  who  took  a  broad  common-sense 
view  of  every  question.  As  a  landowner,  a  practical 
breeder  of  horses,  as  a  judge,  he  set  an  excellent  example, 
and  he  has  left  few  behind  him  to  equal  him  in  skill,  energy 
and  a  thoroughly  unselfish  policy. 

The  Warwickshire  point-to-point  meetings  were  resumed 
at  Herd  Hill,  near  Kineton,  on  April  9th,  1921.  In  the 
Lightweight  Race  Major  J.  Straker’s  Glengarry  II  (owner) 
was  the  winner,  with  Major  C.  P.  Stedall’s  Wellingate 
(owner)  second  and  Mr.  P.  H.  Forest’s  Anzac  II  third.  In 
the  Adjoining  Hunts  Race  Lt.-Col.  A.  C.  Little’s  Solomon 
(Mr.  L.  Jones)  was  first,  the  other  places  going  to  Capt. 

D.  C.  M.  Beech’s  Great  Heart  (Mr.  C.  M.  Barton)  and  Mr. 

E.  Holland-Martin’s  Rochette  (owner)  in  the  order  named. 
The  Heavyweight  Race  was  won  by  Mr.  J.  Cartwright’s 
Drummer  II  (Mr.  J.  A.  Hall).  Capt.  Campbell’s  Warrior 
(owner)  was  second  and  Major  J.  Straker’s  His  Excellency 
(owner)  was  third.  In  the  Nomination  Race  Mrs.  F. 
Forrest’s  Sultan  of  Egypt  (Mr.  P.  F.  Forrest)  won,  with 
Capt.  A.  F.  G.  Renton’s  Buddington  (owner)  second  and 
Major  E.  A.  Fielden’s  Minister  (owner)  third. 

The  meeting  took  place  at  Hornton  next  year  on  April  8th, 
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and  it  was  held  in  conjunction  with  the  Warwickshire 
Yeomanry  Meeting.  Six  runners  in  the  Lightweight  Race 
were  headed  by  Major  C.  P.  Stedall’s  Wellingate  (owner), 
who  was  second  in  the  corresponding  race  the  previous  year. 
Mrs.  Starkey’s  Sheegeeha  (Lt.-Col.  Starkey)  was  second 
and  Mr.  L.  P.  Huggins’s  Toby  (owner)  was  third.  The 
Adjoining  Hunts  Race  had  five  runners.  Mr.  F.  C.  F. 
Cleeve’s  Weary  (owner)  was  first,  Capt.  B.  Hay’s  Kasaki 
(owner)  was  second  and  Capt.  R.  T.  Stanyf orth’s  Vanguard 
(owner)  was  third.  In  the  Heavyweight  Race  there  were 
seven  runners.  Mr.  O.  H.  Gilbey’s  Karaburun  (owner)  was 
the  winner.  Then  came  Major  H.  W.  Huggins’s  Hector  III 
(owner),  and  Mr.  C.  F.  Gaward’s  Shanandoah  (owner)  was 
third.  For  the  Red  Horse  Vale  Challenge  Cup  there  were 
five  runners.  Lt.-Col.  A.  C.  Little’s  Solomon  (owner)  was 
the  winner,  with  Major  C.  P.  Stedall’s  Tragedy  (owner)  and 
Capt.  E.  L.  Speed’s  Chatstone  (owner)  filling  the  other 
places. 

The  Regimental  Challenge  Cup  for  the  Warwickshire 
Yeomanry  had  six  runners.  Mr.  F.  Jackson’s  Dogstar 
(owner)  was  first,  Capt.  M.  Burn’s  Lindows  Graun  (owner) 
was  second  and  Mr.  L.  Thwaites’s  Chester  (owner)  was 
third. 

The  next  point-to-point  meeting  was  held  at  Ladbroke 
on  April  12th,  1923.  Ten  went  to  the  post  in  the  Light¬ 
weight  Race,  which  was  won  by  Mrs.  R.  Lakin’s  Black  ’Un 
(Mr.  P.  F.  Forrest)  ;  Mr.  J.  A.  G.  Emmet’s  Cape  Pigeon 
(owner)  was  second  and  Lt.-Col.  A.  Spencer’s  Coronet 
(Lt.-Col.  Tomkinson)  was  third.  There  were  eleven  run¬ 
ners  in  the  Adjacent  Hunts  Race.  Col.  M.  Graham’s 
Ballyhoura  (owner)  was  the  winner,  with  Capt.  J.  L.  Speed’s 
Harlow  (owner)  and  Mrs.  Towers  Clark’s  Lapwing  III 
(Capt.  Stanyforth)  second  and  third.  There  were  eight 
runners  in  the  Heavyweight  Race.  Mr.  J.  A.  G.  Emmet’s 
Ballyrafton  (owner)  was  first.  Then  came  Lord  Manton’s 
Blackbird  II  (owner),  and  the  third  place  was  occupied  by 
Mrs.  Bache  Hay’s  Lucy’s  Brother  (Mr.  J.  L.  Hall).  There 
were  ten  entries  in  the  Heavyweight  Race,  Mr,  W.  E. 
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Stokes  won  with  Actress  II  (Lord  Westmorland),  Mr. 

R.  W.  Hall  Dare’s  Knockbawn  (owner)  was  second  and  Mr. 

S.  K.  Gwyer’s  Colleen  V  (owner)  was  third. 

The  North  Warwickshire  has  only  had  one  change  in 
the  mastership  since  the  Hon.  Alexander  Parker  retired  in 
1912,  after  a  rule  of  four  seasons.  He  was  succeeded  by  Mr. 
George  F.  Jackson,  who  retired  in  1920,  and  was  followed 
by  Mr.  J.  P.  Arkwright,  who  has  had  much  to  do  with  the 
country  for  the  last  twenty  years. 

The  point-to-point  meeting  of  1921  was  held  at  Banner 
Hill,  near  Kenilworth,  on  March  30th.  In  the  Lightweight 
Race  Capt.  J.  L.  B.  Bentley’s  Calamity  was  the  winner. 
Brig.-Gen.  E.  A.  Wiggins  was  second  with  Hilltop,  and 
Capt.  D.  C.  M.  Beech’s  Esmeralda  was  third.  In  the  Naval 
and  Military  Nomination  Race  Major  W.  Morland’s  The 
Poacher  won,  with  Mr.  J.  L.  B.  Bentley’s  Marmalade 
second.  The  Heavyweight  Race  was  won  by  Sir  Charles 
Wiggins’s  Park  Gate  ;  Mr.  O.  S.  King  Harman’s  O’Flynn 
and  the  Hon.  A.  E.  Parker’s  Cossack  filling  the  other  places. 

The  meeting  of  1921  was  held  at  Banner  Hill  on  April  1st. 
In  the  Lightweight  Race  Capt.  D.  C.  M.  Beech’s  Esmeralda 
improved  on  her  performance  of  the  previous  year  and  won  ; 
she  was  ridden  by  Mr.  C.  M.  Barton.  Mr.  P.  M.  Forsyth- 
Forrest’s  Apatchka  (owner)  was  second  and  Mr.  J.  L.  B. 
Bentley’s  Hawkseye  (owner)  was  third.  In  the  Heavyweight 
Race  Capt.  Rick’s  Kilkenny  won  ;  he  was  ridden  by  Mr. 
C.  M.  Barton,  who  thus  brought  off  the  double  event  of 
riding  the  winners  of  both  the  Open  Races,  not  a  very 
frequent  occurrence.  Mr.  E.  A.  Parker’s  Cossack  (Mr.  S. 
Parker)  was  second  and  Mr.  M.  G.  Wade’s  Nigger  (owner) 
was  third.  There  were  eight  runners  in  the  Heavyweight 
Race,  but  the  number  of  runners  in  the  Lightweight  Race 
does  not  appear. 

In  1922  the  meeting  took  place  at  Dunchurch,  on  March 
31st.  These  were  three  runners  in  the  Adjoining  Hunts 
Race,  which  was  won  by  Mr.  S.  K.  Gwyer’s  Joe  (owner). 
Mr.  J.  A.  Cecil  Wright’s  Naughty  Hector  (owner)  was 
second  and  Mr.  B.  A.  Capell’s  Weary  (Mr.  F.  C.  F.  Cleeve) 
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was  third.  The  Nomination  Race  brought  out  a  field  of 
nine.  Mr.  R.  T.  Dibben’s  The  Imp  IV  (owner)  was  the 
winner,  the  other  places  going  to  Lieut.  J.  A.  G.  Emmet’s 
Ballyrafton  (owner)  and  Capt.  D.  D.  Stewart’s  Ruan  (owner). 
In  the  Lightweight  Race  there  were  eight  runners.  Capt. 
H.  Rich’s  Icicle  (Mr.  C.  Barton)  was  first,  Capt.  R.  S. 
Baugh’s  Guardsman  VI  (Mr.  S.  A.  Parker)  was  second  and 
Major  R.  G.  Anderson’s  Flashlight  was  third.  In  the 
Heavyweight  Race  there  were  seven  runners.  Mr.  C.  S. 
Green’s  Blackie  (Capt.  R.  S.  Baugh)  was  the  winner,  the 
other  places  being  filled  by  Capt.  D.  Beech’s  Greatheart 
(owner)  and  Mr.  H.  Gilman’s  Bruce  (owner)  in  the  above 
order. 

In  1923  the  meeting  was  held  at  Henley  in  Arden,  on 
April  6th.  Only  four  went  to  the  post  in  the  Lightweight 
Race,  which  was  won  by  Mrs.  Claude  Brown’s  Zigzag  (Mr. 
H.  M.  Gilman)  ;  Lady  Grey’s  Rover  (Sir  John  Grey)  and 
Mr.  E.  W.  Bradbury’s  K.B.O.  (Mr.  H.  S.  Digwood)  were 
second  and  third.  There  were  eight  runners  in  the  Nomina¬ 
tion  Race,  which  was  won  by  Lord  Manton’s  Jonathan  II 
(owner).  Mr.  R.  T.  Dibbens’s  The  Imp  IV  (owner)  was 
second  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Weatherby’s  Our  Squirrel  (Sir 
Frederick  Freake)  was  third.  There  were  nine  runners  in 
the  Heavyweight  Race,  which  was  won  by  Mr.  E.  Stanley 
Patterson’s  Merry  Thrush  (Sir  John  Grey).  Mr.  Alexander 
Parker’s  The  Cossack  (Mr.  S.  Parker)  was  second  and  Mr. 
C.  B.  Green’s  Blackie  (Mr.  E.  R.  Ellis)  was  third. 

The  Atherstone  country  has  seen  many  changes  during 
the  last  ten  years.  Mr.  N.  W.  Loder’s  one  year  of  office 
terminated  in  1914,  and  in  the  turmoil  and  confusion 
wrought  in  the  country  by  wars  and  rumours  of  wars  there 
was  some  difficulty  in  finding  a  successor.  Mrs.  Inge 
came  forward  and  rendered  good  service  to  the  country  by 
her  skilful  management.  After  one  year  in  office  Mrs. 
Inge  was  joined  by  Miss  Inge,  and  the  partnership  went  on 
until  the  death  of  Miss  Inge  in  1919.  Mrs.  Inge  continued 
in  office  for  another  season,  and  then  she  retired.  Her 
successor  was  Major  H.  Hawkins,  who  held  office  for  a 


156  FOX-HUNTING  IN  THE  TWENTIETH  CENTURY 

couple  of  seasons.  In  1922  Major  W.  E.  Lyon  undertook 
the  mastership,  and  when  he  had  been  at  the  head  of  affairs 
for  a  year  he  was  joined  by  Major  B.  Hardy.  The  masters 
hunt  their  own  hounds. 

In  1920  the  members  of  the  Atherstone  Hunt  and  other 
ladies  and  gentlemen  resident  within  the  country  signified 
their  appreciation  of  Mrs.  Inge’s  valuable  services  at  a 
critical  time,  and  her  kind  and  courteous  rule,  by  making 
her  a  presentation  in  commemoration  of  her  successful 
mastership.  This  took  the  form  of  a  portrait  of  Mrs.  Inge 
on  The  Pedlar,  with  the  late  Miss  Inge  on  Fascinator.  The 
portraits  were  painted  by  A.  G.  Hugh. 

The  death  of  Miss  Inge,  which  took  place  in  1919,  has 
already  been  referred  to.  It  was  a  great  loss  to  the  country, 
as  was  indeed  recognised  when  her  portrait  was  added  to 
that  of  Mrs.  Inge  in  the  presentation  made  to  that  lady. 

The  Atherstone  Point-to-Point  Races  were  revived  on 
March  30th,  1921,  the  fixture  being  Sutton  Cheney.  At 
any  rate,  that  is  the  earliest  record  I  can  find  after  the  war. 
The  meeting  was  a  very  successful  one.  In  the  Lightweight 
Race,  in  which  seven  horses  went  to  the  post,  Major 
Hawkins,  the  master,  won  on  his  own  horse,  Bishop. 
Capt.  D.  Beech’s  Greatheart  (owner)  was  second  and  Col. 
E.  W.  Pickering’s  Sis  (owner)  was  third.  In  the  Heavy¬ 
weight  Race  Mr.  C.  T.  Aldridge’s  Tom  M.P.  (owner)  was 
the  winner,  with  Capt.  Rich’s  Kilkenny  (owner)  and  Capt. 
D.  Beech’s  Emerald  (owner)  filling  the  other  places.  In 
the  Adjoining  Hunts  Race  Mrs.  Stokes’s  Edmondstowe 
(Lord  Burghersh)  was  the  winner,  with  Capt.  J.  du  Pret’s 
Peter  the  Piper  (owner)  second  and  Mr.P.  Forsyth  Forrest’s 
Apantchka  (owner)  third. 

The  next  meeting  took  place  at  Sutton  Cheney  on 
March  22nd,  1922,  and  it  was  a  very  successful  one,  no 
fewer  than  forty-four  horses  going  to  the  post  for  the  five 
events.  The  Members’  Lightweight  Race  had  six  runners, 
at  the  head  of  which  was  placed  Capt.  Rich’s  Icicle  (Capt. 
Barton).  Mr.  T.  Aldridge’s  Tom  M.P.  (owner),  who  won 
the  Heavyweight  Race  in  the  previous  year,  was  second,  and 
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Capt.  E.  Venn’s  Dimple  II  (owner)  was  third.  With  respect 
to  the  running  of  Tom  M.P.  at  this  and  the  previous  meeting 
it  will  be  noticed  that  every  now  and  again  we  find  horses 
running  well,  either  winning  or  getting  a  place,  that  is,  at 
point-to-point  meetings,  in  both  the  heavy-  and  lightweight 
classes.  This  points  out  very  forcibly  that  we  are  breeding 
hunters  on  correct  lines,  and  it  is  a  matter  that  should  not 
be  lost  sight  of,  for  its  influence  may  be  far-reaching.  In  the 
members’  Heavyweight  Race  Major  G.  Heseltine’s  Killinick 
(owner)  was  at  the  head  of  a  field  of  nine.  Capt.  Bruxnor- 
Randall’s  White  Earl  (owner)  was  second  and  Capt.  H. 
Rich’s  Baldinette  (owner)  was  third.  The  Nomination 
Race  brought  ten  horses  to  the  post.  Mr.  W.  Stuart’s 
Ruan  (owner)  was  the  winner,  Capt.  J.  Bentley’s  Un¬ 
known  (owner)  and  Major  G.  Johnson’s  Sadler  II  (owner) 
filling  the  other  places. 

The  next  meeting  was  held  at  Wolvey  on  April  nth,  1923. 
There  were  a  dozen  fewer  runners  than  in  the  previous  year, 
but  there  was  a  very  good  day’s  sport  notwithstanding  that. 
Six  horses  went  to  the  post  in  the  Lightweight  Race,  and 
Major  L.  H.  Hardy’s  Goldfiake  (Mr.  R.  Hardy)  was  the 
winner.  Major  W.  E.  Lyon’s  Herbert  (owner)  was  second, 
this  being,  by  the  way,  Major  Lyon’s  first  season  as  master. 
Mr.  C.  T.  Oldridge’s  Rosary  (owner)  was  third.  In  the 
Heavyweight  Race  there  were  five  runners.  Mr.T.  Aldridge’s 
Tom  M.P.  again  found  his  way  into  the  ranks  of  the  winning 
weight  carriers,  and  ridden  by  his  owner  “  caught  the  judge’s 
eye.”  Capt.  W.  Beech’s  Greatheart  (owner)  was  second  and 
Mr.  Pearce’s  Biddy  IV (owner)  was  third.  In  the  Nomination 
Race  Sir  W.  F.  C.  Anstruther’s  Surprise  IX  (owner)  won 
from  his  Brown  Sugar  (Mr.  Pearce),  with  Major  Sinclair’s 
Aeroplane  (owner)  third. 

The  Quorn  Hunt  was  under  the  mastership  of  Captain 
F.  Forester  when  war’s  alarms  upset  the  hunting  of  the 
Midlands.  He  had  been  master  for  ten  seasons  when  war 
broke  out,  and  he  carried  the  horn  for  other  four  seasons. 
Then  for  one  season — 1918-19 — a  committee  carried  the 
hunt  on.  In  the  meantime  a  look-out  had  been  kept  for  a 
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master,  and  in  the  following  season  one  of  those  partnerships 
which  have  become  so  frequent  of  late  years  was  formed, 
and  Major  and  Mr.  W.  E.  Paget  took  hold  and  are  still  at  the 
head  of  affairs.  In  1915  George  Leaf  left  the  Quorn  Hunt, 
which  he  had  hunted  for  seven  seasons,  and  the  occasion 
was  marked  by  a  presentation  to  him,  which  consisted  of  a 
silver  cigarette  case  and  a  purse  of  gold. 

A  notable  presentation  was  made  in  1919  to  Lord  and 
Lady  Beatty  by  the  hunting  farmers  of  Leicestershire,  who 
could  scarcely  have  found  a  happier  means  of  expressing 
their  appreciation  of  the  good  work  that  Lord  Beatty  had 
done  than  by  associating  his  name  with  the  sport  which  has 
for  centuries  been  an  integral  force  in  English  country  life. 
The  open  country  and  the  sea  seem  a  happy  combination. 
The  present  to  Lord  Beatty  was  a  silver  loving-cup  and  that 
to  Lady  Beatty  was  a  Queen  Anne  silver  taper-holder. 

There  is  no  record  of  any  point-to-point  meeting  in 
connexion  with  the  Quorn  in  recent  years. 

The  Earl  of  Harrington’s  Hunt  next  comes  in  for 
consideration,  and  there  was  no  more  prominent  figure  in 
the  hunting  world  of  the  nineteenth  century  than  the  late 
Earl  of  Harrington.  Considerable  changes  have  taken  place 
in  the  hunting  of  this  country  during  the  last  quarter  of  a 
century,  and  some  country  has  been  added,  which  has 
never  been  systematically  hunted  until  quite  recently.  It  is 
unnecessary  to  dwell  on  the  fact  that  the  late  Lord  Harring¬ 
ton,  from  the  year  1882,  hunted  a  wide  expanse  of  country, 
including  the  whole  of  the  South  Notts  country  and  a 
considerable  portion  loaned  by  the  Quorn — sufficient 
altogether  to  keep  a  strong  pack  of  hounds  going  six  days  a 
week.  And  at  this  time  Lord  Harrington’s  was  the  strongest 
pack  of  hounds  in  England ;  stronger^  I  believe,  even  than 
the  Badminton,  and  it  numbered  close  on  to  a  hundred 
couple  of  hounds.  During  the  last  years  of  Lord  Har¬ 
rington’s  life  Lieut. -Col.  Birkin  was  secretary  and  hunts¬ 
man,  and  took  a  very  active  share  in  the  management. 
Lord  Harrington  gave  up  the  Quorn  part  of  the  country, 
but  still  continued  to  hunt  the  South  Notts  part.  A 
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considerable  number  of  the  hounds  were  sold,  and  the 
bitches,  or  at  any  rate  a  large  number  of  them,  were  given  to 
Lord  Petersham,  who  established  them  at  Elvaston  Castle. 
He  was  a  trifle  short  of  country,  but  the  South  Notts  Hunt 
came  to  his  assistance,  and  with  the  hitherto  unhunted 
country  added  he  soon  had  a  good  two  days  a  week  country. 
Lord  Petersham  follows  in  his  uncle’s  footsteps  and  hunts 
his  own  hounds. 

Perhaps  this  is  the  most  fitting  place  to  refer  to  the 
presentation  which  was  made  to  the  late  Earl  of  Harrington 
on  the  occasion  of  his  seventieth  birthday,  and  in  com¬ 
memoration  of  his  thirty-two  years  of  mastership  of  the 
South  Notts  Hounds,  for  his  name  is  commemorated  by  the 
name  of  the  hunt  under  discussion.  The  presents  made 
were  numerous  and  costly.  First,  there  was  a  gold  casket, 
oblong  in  shape,  and  sixteen  inches  in  length,  with  the 
family  crest  on  front  of  it  and  the  motto  “A  Deo  et  Rege .” 
Then  there  was  a  silver  statuette  of  the  Earl,  mounted  on  a 
favourite  horse,  and  an  album  containing  the  autographs  of 
the  landowners  and  farmers  on  the  Derbyshire  side  of  the 
hunt.  The  tenant  farmers  in  Elvaston,  Thurleston  and  other 
districts  presented  an  address,  and  gave  the  Earl  a  silver 
hunting-horn  mounted  with  gold ;  and  the  ladies  hunting 
from  the  Charnwood  Forest  district  gave  him  a  silver  fox 
mounted  on  an  ebony  plinth ;  and  his  Cheshire  tenantry 
gave  him  an  illuminated  address.  Lord  Harrington’s  death 
took  place  in  1917,  and  was  the  result  of  blood  poisoning. 

There  could  have  been  no  more  fitting  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  so  great  a  sportsman  as  the  Earl  of  Harrington 
as  to  call  the  newly  established  country  after  him. 

Earl  Manvers  was  twice  master  of  the  Rufford,  viz.  from 
1900  to  1909,  and  then,  after  Sir  Hugo  Fitzherbert’s 
mastership  of  one  season,  he  had  a  second  spell  of  office, 
which  lasted  for  ten  seasons.  So  that  when  the  trouble 
came  he  had  ruled  the  country  for  thirteen  out  of  fourteen 
years ;  and  during  the  succeeding  six  he  directed  the  policy 
of  the  hunt  with  the  skill  and  tact  which  were  the  result  of  a 
wide  experience.  He  was  at  the  head  of  affairs  all  through 
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the  war  and  for  the  first  two  years  of  the  peace,  and  then  he 
was  succeeded  by  Mr.  A.  J.  Bennett,  who  was  two  years  at 
the  head  of  affairs,  retiring  at  the  end  of  the  season  1921-22. 
Lieut. -Col.  F.  Hardy  of  Whitemoor,  Ollerton,  Notts, 
succeeded  him  and  is  the  present  master.  Mr.  H.  D.  Argles 
of  White  Lodge,  Ollerton,  is  the  hunt  secretary  and  has 
been  in  office  since  1919. 

The  point-to-point  meeting  was  held  on  April  8th,  1921, 
at  Rufford  Hills  Farm,  Wellow.  There  were  only  four  run¬ 
ners  in  the  Lightweight  Race  and  only  two  of  them  finished, 
namely,  Capt.  F.  H.  B.  Stevenson’s  Jonah  (owner)  and  Mr. 
James  Seely’s  Prudence  (owner),  who  finished  in  the  order 
named.  In  the  Heavyweight  Race  there  were  also  four 
runners.  Mr.  A.  J.  Bennett’s  Ranby  (owner)  was  first,  with 
Mr.  James  Seely’s  Betty  (owner)  second  and  Mr.  A.  J. 
Bennett’s  Paleface  (Mr.  C.  W.  Bennett)  third.  The 
Adjoining  Hunts  Race  had  eight  runners.  The  winner  was 
Mr.  W.  S.  Lockwood’s  Udan  (owner),  with  Mr.  H.  Poskitt’s 
Wedding  Gift  (Mr.  Nicholson)  second  and  Mr.  W.  E. 
Wheat’s  Cark  Wasp  (Mr.  Seely)  third.  There  were  also 
eight  runners  in  the  Open  Nomination  Race,  which  was  won 
by  Mr.  H.  Poskitt’s  Ginger  Ale  (Mr.  Nicholson).  Capt. 
B.  Tinker’s  Redmount  (owner)  was  second  and  Mr.  R. 
Radford’s  P.C.  (Major  Hubbersty)  was  third. 

The  next  meeting  was  held  at  Rufford  Hills  Farm, 
Wellow,  on  March  30th,  1922.  In  the  Lightweight  Race 
there  were  nine  runners.  Capt.  H.  Sherbrooke’s  Hawthorne 
(owner)  was  the  winner.  Then  came  Mr.  F.  B.  Wilkinson’s 
Clipstone  (Mr.  F.  Rowe),  and  Mr.  W.  B.  Quibell’s  Beauty 
(Mr.  Berry)  was  third.  In  the  Open  Nomination  Race  nine 
horses  went  to  the  post.  Mr.  F.  F.  Wright’s  Reflection  III 
(owner)  was  first,  Mr.  J.  B.  Arthur’s  Ray  ton  (Mr.  W.  F. 
Arthur)  was  second  and  Mr.  H.  Poskitt’s  Wedding  Gift 
(Mr.  W.  S.  Lockwood)  was  third.  In  the  Adjoining  Hunts 
Race  there  were  seven  runners.  Mr.  A.  J.  Bennett’s  Bobby 
Dazzler  (Mr.  C.  W.  Bennett)  was  the  winner,  Capt.  Mar¬ 
shall  Roberts’s  Falcon’s  Eye  (Major  S.  Hubbersty)  and  Mr. 
A.  M.  Gamble’s  Milton  (owner)  filling  the  other  places.  In 
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the  Heavyweight  Race  there  were  also  seven  runners.  Capt. 
H.  Sherbrooke’s  Clown  VII  (owner)  was  the  winner,  with 
Mr.  A.  J.  Bennett’s  Foxcatcher  (Mr.  W.  S.  Lockwood)  second 
and  Mr.  J.  W.  Houfton’s  Prince  (Mr.  Leslie  Jones)  third. 

In  the  following  year  the  meeting  was  held  at  Rufford 
Hills  Farm,  Ollerton,  on  March  24th.  In  the  Lightweight 
Race  there  were  six  runners.  Mr.  J.  Seely’s  Squirrel  (owner) 
won,  with  Mr.  W.  E.  Seely’s  Soldier  Boy  (owner)  and  Mr. 
J.  W.  Houfton’s  Princess  (Major  Harbord)  filling  the  other 
places.  In  the  Nomination  Race  there  were  six  runners, 
with  Lord  Westmorland’s  Ta  Bouche  at  the  head  of  them. 
Then  came  Mr.  Poskitt’s  Soda  (Mr.  Lockwood),  and  Mr. 
J.  B.  Arthur’s  Cruiser  (owner)  was  third.  There  were  ten 
runners  in  the  Adjacent  Hunts  Race,  which  was  won  by 
Lord  Barnby’s  Bath  Oliver  (Major  C.  Clarke).  Then  came 
Mr.  R.  J.  Bramley’s  Merriment  III  (Mr.  Nicholson),  and 
the  other  place  was  filled  by  Mr.  E.  C.  Fewkes’s  Love  Hub 
(Capt.  Piggin).  In  the  Heavyweight  Race  there  were  five 
runners.  Mr.  F.  B.  Wilkinson’s  Aid  to  Fortune  (Mr.  F. 
Rowe)  was  first,  Mr.  J.  W.  Houfton’s  Prince  (Major  Harbord) 
was  second  and  Mr.  J.  Seely’s  Squirrel  (owner)  third. 

Major  Hurt’s  Hunt  is  one  with  a  singular  history.  In 
the  long  ago — from  the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century 
till  wellnigh  the  end  of  the  first  quarter  of  the  nineteenth — 
that  country  which  is  bounded  by  the  Barlow  on  the  north, 
by  the  Meynell  and  South  Notts  on  the  south,  and  by  the 
Rufford  and  South  Notts  on  the  east,  was  hunted  by 
Francis  Hurt  of  Alderwasley  and  his  son,  F.  Edward  Hurt. 
Then  it  ceased  to  be  hunted  as  a  separate  country  ;  but  after 
a  lapse  of  nearly  a  hundred  years,  in  1909  to  be  exact,  Major 
F.  C.  A.  Hurt  set  to  work  to  revive  the  old  hunt  with  which 
his  ancestors  had  had  such  close  connexion.  He  had  no 
sooner  got  matters  into  going  order,  however,  than  the  war 
interfered  with  his  plans,  and  the  country  was  left  to  its  own 
resources  till  1922,  when  Major  Hurt  got  his  sporting  little 
country  fairly  set  going. 

The  Fitzwilliam  (Grove)  is  the  last  of  the  Midland 
group  to  be  treated  of  here.  The  Grove  country  has  had  a 
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fine  history,  and  the  names  of  Mr.  G.  Savile  Foljambe  and 
Lord  Galway  were  closely  associated  with  it  for  something 
like  eighty  years.  Then,  in  1907,  Lord  Galway  retired  from 
the  mastership,  and  Lord  Fitzwilliam  came  forward  to  carry 
on  the  country,  and  its  name  was  changed  and  the  hunt 
became  known  by  the  name  of  the  new  master.  When 
Lord  Fitzwilliam  undertook  to  hunt  the  country  his  time 
was  much  occupied,  and  two  deputy-masters  were  appointed 
to  assist  him  when  necessary.  These  are  Mr.  R.  C.  Otter  of 
Royston  Manor,  Clay  worth,  and  Col.  H.  L.  Rucke  Keene, 
White  House,  Armthorpe,  near  Doncaster.  They  were 
appointed  when  Earl  Fitzwilliam  assumed  the  mastership 
in  1907,  and  are  still  in  office.  With  arrangements  like  this 
the  Fitzwilliam  has  not  so  many  difficulties  to  encounter  as 
many  hunts  had,  and  though  they  had  their  share  of  trouble 
like  every  other  hunt,  they  were  in  the  happy  position  of 
having  to  encounter  no  changes  of  any  importance  in  the 
management. 

The  revival  of  the  point-to-point  meeting  took  place  on 
April  8th,  1920,  at,  or  rather  near,  Gringley  on  the  Hill. 
The  Members’  Lightweight  Race  was  won  by  Mr.  W. 
Lockwood’s  Wild  Laird,  with  Mr.  C.  W.  Kayser’s  Aid  to 
Fortune  second  and  Mr.  F.  Willey’s  Gilbey  third.  The 
Grove  Hunt  Race  was  won  by  Lord  Carlton’s  Yorkshireman. 
Capt.  F.  E.  Wright’s  Reflection  was  second  and  Mr.  R.  J. 
Bramley’s  Merriment  was  third.  The  Members’  Heavy¬ 
weight  Race  was  won  by  Sir  J.  F.  Laycock’s  Conference, 
with  Mr.  A.  J.  Bennett’s  Melton  second  and  Major  H. 
Tylden  Wright’s  Mischief  V  third. 

The  next  meeting  took  place  on  April  14th,  1921,  near 
Gringley  on  the  Hill.  In  the  Lightweight  Race  there  were 
three  runners  only,  and  Mr.  W.  Lockwood’s  Wild  Laird 
(owner),  who  won  in  the  previous  year,  was  first.  Earl 
Fitzwilliam’s  Wolversight  (Mr.  C.  W.  Bennett)  was  second. 
In  the  Adjoining  Hunts  Race  there  were  fifteen  starters,  and 
Mr.  W.  S.  Lockwood’s  Wild  Laird  (owner)  was  in  fine  form, 
for  he  won  his  second  race  of  the  day,  from  Mr.  J.  Stubbs’s 
Mintsock  (Mr.  Stephenson),  Mr.  A.  J.  Bennett’s  Fox- 
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catcher  (Mr.  Bennett)  taking  third  place.  It  should  be 
mentioned  that  Mr.  W.  S.  Lockwood’s  successes  did  not 
end  here,  for  he  won  the  Farmers’  Lightweight  Race  with 
Udan.  In  the  Members’  Heavyweight  Race  Mr.  C.  W. 
Kayser’s  Aid  to  Fortune  walked  over. 

In  1922  the  meeting  was  held  near  Gringley  on  the  Hill  on 
March  23rd.  The  Lightweight  Race  had  only  three  runners, 
and  for  the  third  year  in  succession  Mr.  W.  S.  Lockwood’s 
Wild  Laird  (owner)  was  the  winner.  Earl  Fitzwilliam’s 
Flycatcher  (Mr.  Squires)  was  second  and  Mr.  A.  M. 
Gamble’s  Milton  (Mr.  A.  M.  Gamble)  was  third.  Mr.  Tom 
Ellerby’s  Harrowgate  won  the  Lightweight  Farmers’  Race. 
The  Grove  and  Adjoining  Hunts  Race  brought  eleven  to 
the  post.  Mr.  F.  E.  Wright’s  Reflection  III  (owner)  was 
the  winner,  with  Mr.  R.  J.  Bramley’s  Merriment  III  (Mr. 
W.  S.  Lockwood)  second  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Nelson’s  Sir 
Davy  (owner)  third.  In  the  Members’  Heavyweight  Race 
there  were  four  runners.  Earl  Fitzwilliam’s  Flycatcher 
(Mr.  Squires)  was  first,  with  Mr.  S.  W.  Curtis’s  Agar’s 
Plough  (owner)  second  and  Mr.  Gainsford’s  The  Marquis 
(Mr.  L.  Jones)  third. 

On  April  12th,  1923,  the  meeting  was  held  at  Gringley 
on  the  Hill.  There  were  nine  runners  in  the  Nomination 
Race,  which  was  won  by  Mr.  W.  E.  Cartwright’s  Get  Rich 
(Mr.  F.  E.  Wright),  the  only  other  horse  placed  being  Mr. 
R.  L.  Fenwick’s  Sandown  (Mr.  Balding).  In  the  Members’ 
Race  there  were  five  runners.  Lord  Barnby’s  Bath  Oliver 
(Col.  Thompson)  was  first,  with  Mr.  J.  H.  Henson’s  Blue 
Tick  (Mr.  H.  D.  Henson)  second  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Houfton’s 
Prince  (Mr.  Harbord)  third.  Sixteen  horses  went  to  the 
post  for  the  Adjacent  Hunts  Race.  Mr.  E.  V.  Willey’s 
Lady  Splendour  (Col.  Thompson)  was  the  winner,  the 
other  places  going  to  Mr.  J.  Stubbs’s  Mint  Rock  (Mr.  H. 
Stubbs)  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Nelson’s  Red  Pepper  II  (owner). 

Mr.  W.  S.  Lockwood’s  record  in  the  four  years  is  remark¬ 
able,  he  having  ridden  five  winners  of  his  own  and  a  second 
belonging  to  Mr.  Bramley. 


CHAPTER  IV 


HUNTINGDONSHIRE,  CAMBRIDGESHIRE,  BEDFORDSHIRE, 

NORFOLK  AND  SUFFOLK 

THE  Fitzwilliam  is  one  of  the  four  great  family 
hunts  which  have  done  so  much  to  build  up 
modern  fox-hunting,  and  the  Fitzwilliam  Hunt 
was  originally  established  at  Milton  and  hunted 
the  surrounding  country,  occasionally  taking  a  trip  to  the 
north  to  keep  the  foxes  there  in  condition. 

Mr.  G.  C.  W.  Fitzwilliam  undertook  the  mastership  of 
the  family  hunt  when  he  came  of  age  in  1895,  so  that  when 
the  trouble  began  he  had  been  master  close  upon  twenty 
years.  In  1919  he  was  joined  in  the  mastership  by  Mr. 
Stanley  Brotherhood,  and  this  partnership  existed  till  1922, 
when  Mr.  Brotherhood  retired.  Then,  after  Mr.  Fitz¬ 
william  had  hunted  the  country  for  a  season  alone,  he  was 
joined  by  the  Earl  of  Essex,  who  hunts  the  hounds. 

A  notable  presentation  was  made  in  1914.  The  recipient 
was  Will  Barnard,  who  had  been  huntsman  since  1901,  and 
who,  on  his  retirement,  after  fourteen  years’  good  service, 
was  presented  with  an  album  containing  the  names  of  the 
subscribers  and  with  a  purse  of  £500. 

Another  notable  presentation  was  that  which  was  given  to 
Mr.  Stanley  Brotherhood  on  his  retirement  from  the  joint 
mastership  of  the  Milton,  a  position  he  had  occupied  since 
1919.  The  presentation  was  made  on  his  retirement  in 
1922.  It  consisted  of  an  illuminated  address  and  an  in¬ 
scribed  silver  coffee-tray. 

The  Oakley,  unlike  their  Milton  neighbour,  had  many 
changes  to  undergo.  Mr.  Esme  Arkwright,  who  had  been 
master  for  eleven  seasons  when  the  war  broke  out,  joined 
the  colours,  and  Mr.  D.  Fraser  was  appointed  as  acting- 
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master,  a  position  he  occupied  from  1915  to  the  close  of  the 
season  of  1918-19.  Then  Capt.  E.  F.  W.  Arkwright  com¬ 
menced  his  second  term  of  office,  and  is  happily  still  at  the 
head  of  affairs.  The  Arkwright  family  has  had  a  long  and 
close  connexion  with  the  Oakley  Hunt,  and  for  some  forty- 
eight  seasons  out  of  seventy-three  an  Arkwright  has  ruled 
over  the  destinies  of  the  country. 

The  first  point-to-point  meeting  after  the  country  had 
settled  down  took  place  at  Emberton  on  March  23rd,  1920. 
The  Lightweight  Race  was  won  by  Mr.  L.  G.  Nash’s 
Dukkerin.  Mr.  W.  Trevor’s  Yellow  Boy  was  second  and 
Mr. Donald  Fraser’s  Mr. Daly  was  third.  In  the  Nomination 
Race  Mr.  G.  W.  M.  Lees’s  Knocked  Out  was  the  winner, 
with  Mr.  Cranfield’s  Willie  Gull  and  Mr.  T.  H.  Burrow’s 
Delight  taking  second  and  third  places.  In  the  Heavyweight 
Race  Mr.  G.  Robinson’s  Snowflake  was  first,  with  Mr.  W. 
Trevor’s  Patriot  second  and  Mr.  W.  Trevor’s  John  Smith 
third.  The  1921  meeting  was  held  at  Riseley  on  March 
22nd  and  was  on  a  much  larger  scale.  In  the  first  place 
there  was  an  additional  event,  and  in  the  five  events,  includ¬ 
ing  the  Farmers’  Race,  which  made  up  the  programme  there 
were  no  fewer  than  fifty- one  runners.  In  the  Lightweight 
Race  five  went  to  the  post.  Mr.  L.  G.  Nash’s  Meerkat 
(owner)  was  first,  with  Mr.  R.  Howkins’s  Jack  (owner) 
and  Mr.  R.  K.  Farley’s  Baby  (owner)  second  and  third. 
In  the  Nomination  Race  the  field  numbered  seventeen,  and 
at  the  head  of  them  was  placed  Mr.  L.  G.  Nash’s  Dukkerin 
(owner),  winner  of  the  Lightweight  Race  in  the  previous 
year.  Col.  E.  C.  M.  Phillips’s  Moira  I  (Mr.  Long) 
was  second  and  Major  V.  W.  S.  Williams’s  Banbury 
(owner)  was  third.  The  Adjoining  Hunts  Race  had  a  field 
of  ten.  Mr.  F.  C.  Falkner- Wood’s  Master  Sims  (Mr.  L. 
Jones)  was  the  winner.  Mr.  F.  G.  Weary’s  Lonely  Light 
(owner)  was  second  and  Mr.  W.  Adams’s  Baby  Doll  (Mr.  S. 
Atkinson)  was  third.  Seven  horses  went  to  the  post  in  the 
Heavyweight  Race,  and  Mr.  G.  P.  Crane’s  Cupid  (owner) 
was  the  winner.  Mr.  M.  V.  Gilpin’s  Limelight  (owner)  was 
second  and  Mr,  H.  C,  Hawke’s  I  Wonder  was  third, 
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The  1922  meeting  was  held  at  Riseley  on  March  29th. 
Again  good  fields  were  the  order  of  the  day,  there  being 
forty-four  runners  in  the  five  events.  In  the  Ladies’  Plate 
(Lightweight  Race)  there  were  six  runners.  Mr.  L.  G. 
Nash’s  Meerkat  II  (owner)  was  the  winner.  Then  came 
Mr.  R.  Howkins’s  John  (owner),  and  Mr.  C.  J.  Wilson’s 
Barnard  Castle  was  third.  In  the  Nomination  Plate  there 
were  ten  runners.  Mr.  L.  G.  Nash’s  Dukkerin  (owner),  the 
winner  in  the  Lightweight  Races  of  1920  and  1921,  was 
first.  Col.  E.  C.  M.  Phillips’s  Moira  II  (owner)  and  Mr. 
R.  W.  Hall-Dare’s  Dranagh  (owner)  were  second  and  third. 
Nine  horses  went  to  the  post  for  the  Heavyweight  Race. 
They  were  headed  by  Mr.  G.  Robinson’s  White  Legs  (Mr. 
Howkins).  Major  Nutt’s  Alternative  (owner)  was  second 
and  Mr.  Boyd  Thomson’s  Sinful  (Mr.  C.  J.  Wilson)  was 
third. 

The  1923  meeting  was  held  at  Riseley  on  March  28th. 
Again  good  fields  prevailed,  there  being  forty-one  runners 
in  the  five  events.  Five  faced  the  starter  in  the  Lightweight 
Race.  Mr.  R.  W.  Hall-Dare’s  King  Spider  (owner)  was 
first,  with  Mr.  W.  H.  Whitbread’s  Liberty  Bell  (owner) 
second  and  Major  Nutt’s  Lloyd  George  (owner)  third. 
Twelve  went  to  the  post  in  the  Nomination  Race,  which 
was  won  by  Mr.  H.  J.  Fordham’s  The  Jester  III  (owner), 
the  other  places  being  filled  by  Mr.  L.  G.  Nash’s  Dukkerin 
(owner)  and  Col.  Malise  Graham’s  Ballyboura  (owner).  In 
the  Heavyweight  Race  there  were  six  runners.  Mr.  G.  P. 
Crane’s  Cupid  II  (Mr.  Nash)  was  first ;  Mr.  P.  H.  Cooke’s 
Countess  (owner)  and  Mr.  G.  Robinson’s  White  Legs  III 
(Mr.  Saunders)  filling  the  other  places. 

The  Cambridgeshire  had  been  under  the  mastership  of 
Mr.  Douglas  Crossman  for  some  eight  seasons  when  the 
troubles  began,  and  Mr.  Crossman  still  kept  control  of 
affairs,  acting  single-handed  till  the  season  1921-22,  when 
he  was  joined  by  that  good  sportsman  and  well-known 
horse-breeder,  Mr.  G.  R.  C.  Foster. 

Under  such  exceptionally  favourable  circumstances  it 
was  to  be  expected  that  the  Cambridgeshire  would  be 
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amongst  the  first  of  the  hunts  to  revive  its  point-to-point 
meeting.  So  we  find  a  meeting  in  full  swing  at  Caxton  on 
April  9th,  1920,  with  Mr.  G.  R.  C.  Foster  acting  as  hon. 
secretary.  The  Ladies’  Plate  was  won  by  Col.  E.  C.  M. 
Phillips’s  Moira  II.  Mr.  D.  Crossman’s  Chambermaid  was 
second  and  Mr.  A.  D.  Hordern’s  Sandstorm  was  third.  The 
United  Hunts  Race  was  won  by  Mr.  D.  Crossman’s 
Chambermaid,  with  Mr.  H.  Leader’s  Happy  Trio  second 
and  Mr.  Farley’s  Ugly  third.  In  the  Ladies’  Race  Plate  Mr. 
H.  Fordham’s  Red  Scent  won,  with  Mr.  T.  Hay’s  Balsham 
second. 

In  the  following  year  the  meeting  was  held  at  Caxton 
on  April  8th.  The  Ladies’  Plate  (Lightweight)  was  won  for 
the  second  year  in  succession  by  Col.  E.  C.  M.  Phillips’s 
Moira  II  (Mr.  H.  Fordham).  Mr.  R.  L.  C.  Farley’s  Baby 
(owner)  was  second  and  Mr.  A.  D.  Hordern’s  Sandstorm 
(Mr.  H.  Pentelow)  was  third.  The  United  Hunts  Race 
was  won  by  Mr.  L.  G.  Nash’s  Meerkat,  who  had  won  at  the 
Oakley  Meeting  a  few  days  before.  Mr.  G.  Fuller’s  White 
Fang  II  (Capt.  Bennett)  was  second  and  Mr.  J.  Gifford’s 
Turkey  Smart  (owner)  was  third.  The  Ladies’  Plate 
(Heavyweight)  was  won  by  Mr.  H.  J.  Fordham’s  Bobtail 
(owner),  with  Mr.  A.  D.  Hordern’s  Sandstorm  (Mr.  H. 
Pentelow)  and  Mr.  C.  F.  Farley’s  Clement  (Mr.  C.  F. 
Farley)  filling  the  other  places.  In  the  Ladies’  Plate  Mr. 
Fordham’s  Red  Scent  was  first  and  Mr.  T.  Hay’s  Balsham 
was  second.  At  these  two  meetings  the  Newmarket  and 
Thurlow  point-to-point  meetings  were  held  in  conjunction  ; 
but  as  in  1922  that  hunt  started  its  meeting  it  was  thought 
better  to  deal  with  these  races  with  the  Newmarket  and 
Thurlow  record. 

On  April  7th,  1922,  the  meeting  was  held  at  Caxton. 
Good  fields  were  the  order  of  the  day,  and  nine  horses  went 
to  the  post  for  the  Ladies’  Plate  (Lightweight).  Col.  E.  C. 
M.  Phillips’s  Moira  II  (Mr.  Fordham),  who  had  been 
second  at  the  Oakley  Meeting,  was  the  winner.  Mr.  G.  H. 
Long’s  Pimpo  (Mr.  G.  H.  Long)  and  Mr.  D.  Crossman’s 
Nipper  (Mr.  H.  Pentelow)  were  second  and  third. 
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The  Ladies’  Plate  (Heavyweight)  had  also  nine  runners. 
They  were  headed  by  Capt.  Ockleston’s  Spider  (owner), 
with  Mr.  G.  R.  C.  Foster’s  Black  Prince  (Mr.  H.  J.  Fordham) 
second  and  Mr.  T.  Hay’s  Balsham  (Mr.  G.  Long)  third.  In 
the  Adjoining  Hunts  Race  there  were  also  nine  runners. 
That  good  performer,  Mr.  L.  G.  Nash’s  Meerkat  II,  was 
again  a  winner,  Mr.  H.  J.  Fordham’s  Bobadil  (owner)  and 
Mrs.  E.  A.  Dodd’s  Prince  (Mr.  T.  P.  Hicks)  filling  the  other 
places. 

On  April  6th,  1923,  the  meeting  was  held  at  Caxton.  In 
the  Ladies’  Plate  (Lightweight)  Mr.  G.  H.  Long’s  Pimpo, 
who  had  been  second  in  the  previous  year,  got  his  head 
first  past  the  post,  with  Mr.  Crossman’s  Bendigo  (Mr.  H. 
Fordham)  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Whitbread’s  Liberty  Belle  (owner) 
second  and  third.  In  the  Adjacent  Hunts  Race  half  a  dozen 
faced  the  starter,  one  more  than  in  the  Ladies’  Plate  (Light¬ 
weight).  Col.  Phillips’s  Moira  II  was  again  a  winner,  with 
Mr.  C.  Tonge’s  Brown  Paper  (owner)  second  and  Mr.  S. 
Bellairs-Harries’s  Grey  Plover  II  (owner)  third.  There 
were  also  six  runners  in  the  Ladies’  Plate  (Heavyweight). 
Lieut.  F.  G.  Weary’s  Rufus  (Mr.  W.  Knowles)  was  the 
winner.  Then  came  Mr.  E.  T.  D’Eyncourt’s  Agar’s  Plough 
(Mr.  H.  G.  Farrant)  and  Mr.  F.  G.  Seely’s  Senator  (Mr. 
Nicholson)  in  the  order  named. 

The  Newmarket  and  Thurlow  had  some  rather  troublous 
times  during  the  last  ten  years,  for  there  have  been  no  fewer 
than  five  changes  of  mastership.  Major  A.  C.  Jaffe  was 
master  in  1914  when  the  war  broke  out,  and  had  been  one 
season  in  office.  He  immediately  joined  the  colours,  and  at 
the  end  of  the  season  1914-15  his  place  was  filled  by  Mr. 
C.  F.  Ryder,  who  was  in  office  for  four  years.  Then  Lord 
Wilton  was  master  for  a  year,  and  he  was  succeeded  by  Col. 
J.  F.  Ryder  and  Mr.  C.  F.  Tonge.  At  the  end  of  one 
season  Col.  J.  F.  Ryder  retired,  and  since  then  Mr.  C.  F. 
Tonge  has  ruled  alone. 

The  Newmarket  and  Thurlow  point-to-point  events  for 
two  years  were  held  in  connexion  with  the  Cambridgeshire 
Hunt  Meeting,  as  has  already  been  intimated.  In  1920  the 
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Newmarket  and  Thurlow  Lightweight  Race  was  won  by 
Mr.  O.  W.  Bocock’s  Gibe,  with  Mr.  G.  H.  Long’s  Jane 
second ;  and  in  the  Heavyweight  Race  Mr.  Basil  Jarvis’s 
Gunner  was  first  and  Mr.  R.  C.  Harvey’s  Jack  was 
second. 

In  1921  the  Newmarket  and  Thurlow  Hunt  Race  was 
won  by  Mr.  H.  Leader’s  T’Old  Mare  (Mr.  F.  Leader). 
Mr.  H.  Leader’s  Happy  Trio  (owner)  was  second  and  Mr. 
C.  F.  Tonge’s  Adjutant  (Capt.  Bennett)  third. 

On  April  10th,  1922,  the  meeting  was  held  at  Thurlow,  in 
Suffolk.  There  were  seven  runners  in  the  Lightweight 
Race,  in  which  Mr.  A.  Newton’s  Moonlight  (Mr.  C.  Wad- 
ham)  was  first.  Major  E.  Clayton’s  Obstruction  (Capt. 
Gilpin)  came  next,  and  third  place  went  to  Mr.  Tonge’s 
Dorothea  (Mr.  A.  Crisp).  In  the  Heavyweight  Race  there 
were  eight  runners.  Mr.  B.  Jarvis’s  Gunner  (Capt.  Gilpin) 
was  first,  Mr.  C.  Loates’s  The  Gibe  (owner)  was  second  and 
Mr.  A.  Crisp’s  Freckles  (owner)  was  third.  Six  horses 
faced  the  starter  in  the  Adjoining  Hunts  Race.  Mr.  Lang- 
ton’s  Gambler  II  (Capt.  Bennett)  was  the  winner,  with 
Major  T.  Wilson’s  The  Cynic  (owner)  and  Mr.  C.  Tonge’s 
The  Waster  (owner)  filling  the  other  places. 

The  next  meeting  was  held  at  Thurlow  on  April  16th, 
1923.  In  the  Lightweight  Race  there  were  six  runners. 
Mr.  R.  W.  Colling ’s  Memorandum  (Capt.  G.  H.  Bennett) 
was  first,  Miss  Clayton’s  Obstruction  (Capt.  V.  Gilpin)  was 
second  and  Mr.  W.  Price’s  All  Gold  III  (Mr.  W.  Price, 
Jun.)  was  third.  The  Adjacent  Hunts  Race  brought  four¬ 
teen  runners  to  the  post.  The  winner  was  Mr.  T.  J. 
Howard’s  Master  Johnson  (owner),  the  other  places  being 
filled  by  Mr.  R.  J.  Barrett’s  Grand  Slam  (Capt.  G.  H. 
Bennett)  and  Major  T.  Wilson’s  The  Cynic  (owner).  In 
the  Heavyweight  Race  there  were  seven  runners.  Mr.  B. 
Jarvis’s  The  Gunner  (Mr.  M.  Tonge)  was  first,  with  Mr. 
E.  P.  Dawson’s  Nipper  (Mr.  Cooper  Bland)  second  and 
Mr.  C.  A.  Loates’s  Gibe  (owner)  third.  Nine  horses  faced 
the  starter  in  the  Nomination  Race.  Mr.  Lewis  Parry’s 
Peter  the  Piper  (owner)  won,  with  Mr.  C.  Tonge’s  Friday  II 
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(owner)  second  and  Mr.  A.  Douglas  Pennant’s  Rathberry 
(owner)  third. 

Marching  with  the  Newmarket  and  Thurlow  on  the  east 
is  the  Suffolk  country,  one  which  has  a  long  continuous 
history  and  which  is  associated  with  the  names  of  many 
famous  sportsmen,  including  the  Duke  of  Grafton,  Squire 
Osbaldeston  and  Mr.  Charles  Newman.  On  its  present 
lines  the  hunt  is  of  comparatively  recent  date,  for  in  the 
last  quarter  of  the  nineteenth  century  the  Newmarket  and 
Thurlow  Hunt  was  formed  on  its  present  lines  by  the 
addition  of  part  of  the  Suffolk  country  lying  to  the  west  of 
Denston.  In  1912  that  good  sportsman,  Mr.  F.  Riley 
Smith,  who  had  been  co-master  with  Capt.  Wilfred  Bevan 
for  some  few  years,  retired  from  the  partnership,  and  Capt. 
Bevan  carried  on  single-handed  till  1916.  On  his  retirement 
a  committee  kept  the  country  going  till  1919,  and  then  Lord 
Cadogan  was  master  for  a  season.  He  was  succeeded  in 
1920  by  Capt.  Sir  William  Austen,  Bt.,  who  ruled  the 
country  for  two  seasons,  and  who  was  succeeded,  in  1922,  by 
Lt.-Col.  H.  Hambro,  Coldham  Hall,  Bury  St.  Edmunds, 
and  Major  J.  F.  Agnew,  Rougham,  Bury  St.  Edmunds. 

The  first  point-to-point  meeting  after  the  war  was  held 
at  Hawstead  on  March  31st,  1921.  In  the  Lightweight 
Race  five  horses  went  to  the  post.  Messrs.  Coe  and 
Hudson’s  Mother  Hubbard  (Mr.  V.  Gilpin)  was  the  winner, 
with  Capt.  Horne’s  The  Whip  (owner)  and  Miss  Bevan’s 
Rebecca  (Capt.  Agnew)  taking  the  other  places.  In  the 
Welter  Race  there  were  six  runners.  Mr.  Phil  Browne’s 
Derek  (Mr.  H.  R.  Wade)  was  first,  Col.  C.  P.  Beevon’s 
Primula  (owner)  was  second  and  Mr.  IT.  W.  Lake’s  Roland 
(Capt.  T.  Wilson)  was  third.  In  the  Nomination  Race  there 
were  five  runners.  Capt.  R.  de  W.  Rogers’s  Fitz  Battleaxe 
(owner)  was  the  winner.  Then  came  Mr.  O.  W.  Bocock’s 
Brown  Sugar  (Mr.  V.  Gilpin),  and  Mr.  B.  T.  Harmer’s 
Simple  Paddy  (owner)  took  the  remaining  place. 

The  next  meeting  was  held  at  Hunston  on  March  31st, 
1922.  There  were  only  four  runners  in  the  Welter  Race, 
and  at  the  head  of  them  was  Major  T.  Wilson’s  The  Cynic 
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(owner).  Mr.  Phil  Browne’s  Derek  (Capt.  V.  Gilpin)  and 
Mr.  MoncriefFs  Scamp  (Mr.  J.  Price)  filled  the  other  places. 
Six  horses  went  to  the  post  in  the  Lightweight  Race.  The 
winner  was  Major  J.  S.  Agnew’s  The  Whip  (owner),  with 
Capt.  G.  B.  Horne’s  Exchange  (owner)  second  and  Miss 
M.  E.  Bevan’s  Rebecca  (Major  T.  Wilson)  third).  Only 
four  faced  the  starter  in  the  Adjoining  Hunts  Race,  which 
was  won  by  Mr.  Walter  Price’s  Pussyfoot  (Mr.  J.  Price). 
Mr.  F.  H.  Bowcher’s  Chesterton  (owner)  was  second  and 
Mr.  W.  M.  Partridge’s  Not  A  Hope  (Mr.  B.  Postway)  was 
third. 

The  following  year  the  meeting  was  held  at  Place  Farm, 
Hawstead,on  March  20th.  The  meeting  was  a  great  improve¬ 
ment  on  the  two  previous  ones,  and  much  better  fields  were 
seen  at  the  post.  In  the  Lightweight  Race  ten  faced  the 
starter.  Messrs.  Coe  and  Hudson’s  Helix  (Capt.  G.  PL 
Bennett)  was  the  winner,  with  Capt.  G.  B.  Horne’s  Ex¬ 
change  (owner)  and  Mr.  G.  B.  MoncriefFs  Midas  (Mr. 
S.  Bennet)  filling  the  other  places  in  the  order  named.  Six 
went  to  the  post  for  the  Welter  Race,  and  last  year’s  winner, 
Major  T.  Wilson’s  The  Cynic  (owner),  was  again  first. 
Mr.  E.  J.  Barrett’s  Grand  Slam  (owner)  was  second  and 
Col.  H.  Hambro’s  Whitleigh  (Mr.  H.  R.  Wade)  was  third. 
In  the  Nomination  Race  there  were  only  four  runners.  Mr. 
Lewis  Parry’s  Peter  the  Piper  (owner)  was  the  winner,  with 
Mr.  W.  Price’s  Pussyfoot  IV  (Mr.  J.  Price)  and  Mr.  C.  B.  A. 
Moffat’s  Cinderella  (owner)  second  and  third.  Seven 
horses  took  part  in  the  Adjacent  Hunts  Race.  Mr.  W. 
Price’s  All  Gold  III  (Mr.  J.  Price)  was  first,  with  Capt. 
G.  B.  Horne’s  Defiance  (owner)  second  and  Mr.  F.  C. 
Bowcher’s  Sweet  Boy  (Mr.  G.  Weir)  third. 

In  1913  Col.  Charles  D.  Seymour  of  Barwick,  Stanhoe, 
was  appointed  master  of  the  West  Norfolk  on  the  resigna¬ 
tion  of  Capt.  J.  F.  Champion  ;  but  he  was  soon  called  away 
to  sterner  work  than  hunting  the  fox,  and  he  wTas  one  of  the 
first  masters  of  hounds  to  join  up.  During  his  absence  at 
the  front  the  hunt  was  carried  on,  and  he  happily  returned 
at  the  end  of  the  war  to  resume  the  duties  of  master  of  one 
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of  the  most  sporting  countries  it  has  ever  been  the  lot  of  the 
writer  to  hunt  over. 

The  point-to-point  meetings  were  revived  at  Wendling 
on  March  15th,  1920.  In  the  Lightweight  Race  Mr.  F. 
Mayes’s  Makeshift  (afterwards  known  as  Leave  Alone)  was 
the  winner.  Mr.  O.  Birkbeck’s  Proposer  was  second  and 
Mrs.  R.  W.  Wood’s  Given  was  third.  In  the  Heavyweight 
Race  Mrs.  R.  W.  Wood’s  Ben  Mar  was  the  winner,  Mr. 

S.  A.  Ralli’s  Kipton  and  Capt.  R.  G.  Brixton’s  Killarney 
following  in  the  above  order.  In  the  Middleweight  Race 
Mr.  T.  B.  Harmer’s  Campfield  was  first,  with  Mr.  H.  B. 
Beard’s  Jack  second  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Keith’s  Success  third. 
Mr.  R.  H.  Allen’s  Crescent  won  in  the  Military  Race,  with 
Mr.  J.  Gowing’s  Perhaps  and  Mr.  R.  Myall’s  Redwing 
second  and  third. 

In  1921  the  meeting  was  held  at  Dunham  on  April  5th. 
It  was  a  most  successful  meeting,  there  being  no  fewer  than 
forty-five  runners  in  the  four  events.  Eleven  went  to  the 
post  for  the  Heavyweight  Race.  Mr.  S.  Ralli’s  Sequendo 
(owner)  was  first.  Then  came  Mr.  O.  Birkbeck’s  Ulendo 
(owner),  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Allen’s  Tim  IV  (owner)  was  third. 
Fourteen  faced  the  starter  in  the  Lightweight  Race.  Major 

I.  Buxton’s  Dunston  (owner)  was  the  winner,  with  Mr.  O. 
Birkbeck’s  Neil  Gowan  (owner)  second  and  Mr.  R.  T. 
Heading’s  Kerry  Pippin  (owner)  third.  Mr.  Alec.  Savory’s 
Rivington  (owner)  won  in  a  field  of  ten  in  the  Adjoining 
Hunts  Race,  with  Mr.  S.  Ralli’s  Sequendo  (owner)  and  Mr. 
R.  Bullard’s  Mick  Smith  (owner)  filling  the  other  places. 
The  Open  Nomination  Race  had  also  a  field  of  ten.  Mr. 

J.  A.  Keith’s  Mirandum  (owner)  was  the  winner,  with  Mr. 

T.  Thackeray’s  Caruso  II  (owner)  and  Mr.  J.  T.  Gowing’s 
Perhaps  IV  following  in  the  order  placed. 

The  next  meeting  was  held  at  Tittleshall  on  April  5th, 
1922.  Seven  went  to  the  post  for  the  Heavyweight  Race, 
and  the  winner  was  Mr.  O.  Birkbeck’s  Ulendo  (owner). 
Mr.  Frank  Perowne’s  Eve  II  (owner)  was  second  and  Mr. 
E.  C.  Keith’s  Clonodfy  (owner)  was  third.  There  were 
eight  runners  in  the  Lightweight  Race,  with  Mr.  R.  W, 
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Wood's  Lops  (Major  Ivor  Buxton)  at  the  head  of  them. 
The  other  places  went  to  Col.  W.  Vincent’s  Jaffa  (owner) 
and  Mr.  A.  Savory’s  Rivington  (owner).  The  Adjoining 
Hunts  Race  had  a  field  of  six.  Mr.  J.  A.  Keith’s  Gay 
Lancer  (Major  Ivor  Buxton)  was  first.  Mr.  R.  Bullard’s 
Moorland  Mary  (Major  J.  F.  Barclay)  was  second  and  Col. 
C.  D.  Seymour’s  Boswell  (owner)  was  third.  The  Nomina¬ 
tion  Race  brought  out  a  field  of  five  and  gave  Major  Ivor 
Buxton  his  third  winning  mount  of  the  day.  This  was  on 
Mr.  E.  C.  Keith’s  The  Baptist.  Mr.  Ian  Pelham  Burn’s 
John  Gilpin  III  (Capt.  de  Burgh)  was  second  and  Mr.  J.  E. 
Cooke’s  Available  (Mr.  T.  Thackeray)  was  third. 

The  next  point-to-point  meeting  was  held  at  Tittleshall 
on  April  6th,  1923.  In  the  Heavyweight  Race  there  were 
seven  runners,  and  Mr.  Oliver  Birkbeck’s  Sober  Duke 
(owner)  was  first.  Major  Ivor  Buxton’s  Nothing  New 
(owner)  was  second  and  Mr.  Frank  Perowne’s  Eve  IV 
(owner)  filled  the  remaining  place.  In  the  Lightweight 
Race  six  horses  faced  the  starter.  Col.  W.  Vincent’s  Jaffa 
(owner)  was  first,  the  other  places  being  filled  by  Capt. 
W.  D.  Stephenson’s  Princess  (Major  Ivor  Buxton)  and  Mr. 
Ernest  Byng’s  Folio  (Mr.  P.  Buxton).  The  Adjacent  Hunts 
Race  had  only  three  runners.  Mr.  O.  Birkbeck’s  Bellini 
(owner)  was  first,  Mr.  R.  Bullard’s  Ace  of  Spades  (owner) 
was  second  and  Col.  C.  D.  Seymour’s  Hornpipe  (Mr.  P. 
Buxton)  was  third.  Only  two  went  to  the  post  in  the 
Nomination  Race,  Mr.  J.  A.  Keith’s  Teddie  Dear  (Col.  W. 
Vincent)  beating  Miss  Betty  Overman’s  Bogey  (Mr.  B. 
Case). 

To  the  south  of  the  Newmarket  and  Thurlow  lies  the 
Puckeridge  country,  a  country  famous  for  hound-breeding. 
The  names  of  Mr.  Nicholas  Parry  and  Mr.  Gosling  will  live 
long  in  the  memories  of  sportsmen,  and  during  his  long 
mastership  Mr.  E.  E.  Barclay  has  well  upheld  the  fine 
Puckeridge  traditions.  Mr.  Barclay  had  been  in  office  some 
fourteen  years  when,  some  four  years  before  the  outbreak  of 
the  war,  he  was  joined  by  Major  Maurice  E.  Barclay  and  a 
committee,  and  there  has  been  practically  no  change  in 
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policy  since  that  date.  In  1919  the  members  and  friends 
of  the  Puckeridge  Hunt  recognised  the  services  that  Mr. 
E.  E.  Barclay  had  rendered  to  the  country  by  presenting 
him  with  his  portrait  in  oils  by  H.  G.  Riviere.  He  is  mounted 
and  has  his  hounds  round  him.  This  portrait  was  the  gift 
of  350  subscribers,  and  when  it  was  presented  Mr.  Barclay 
had  been  master  some  twenty-three  years.  It  should  have 
been  stated  that  when  the  war  broke  out  Major  Maurice  E. 
Barclay  immediately  joined  the  colours,  and  Mr.  Barclay 
carried  on  with  the  assistance  of  a  committee,  which  still 
was  retained  after  the  return  of  Major  Maurice  Barclay. 

The  point-to-point  meetings  were  revived  on  April  13th, 
1921 ,  at  Brent  Pelham.  The  five  runners  in  the  Lightweight 
Race  were  headed  by  Mrs.  E.  A.  Dodd’s  Prince  (Mr. 
Hicks),  with  Mr.  H.  J.  Fordham’s  Handy  Andy  (Mr.  H.  J. 
Fordham)  and  Mr.  H.  Tozer’s  Carbine  (owner)  second  and 
third.  There  were  only  two  runners  in  the  Nomination 
Race,  and  Mr.  W.  Walker’s  Stanley  Drenluce  (Mr.  H.  J. 
Fordham)  finished  alone.  In  the  Adjoining  Hunts  Race 
six  horses  went  to  the  post.  The  winner  was  Mr.  A.  D. 
Hordern’s  Sandstorm  (Mr.  Pentelow),  with  Mr.  J.  B. 
Crockett’s  Steamboat  (Mr.  Mould)  and  Mr.  J.  K.  Swire’s 
Warrior  second  and  third.  The  Heavyweight  Race  had  a 
field  of  eight.  Mr.  H.  J.  Fordham’s  Bobadil  (owner)  was 
first,  with  Mr.  M.  E.  Barclay’s  Redstart  (owner)  and  Mr. 
A.  Marshall’s  Manners  (Mr.  J.  K.  Swire)  following  in  the 
order  named. 

Brent  Pelham  was  again  the  locale  of  the  point-to-point 
meeting  which  took  place  on  April  19th,  1922.  Six  horses 
faced  the  starter  in  the  Lightweight  Race,  which  was  again 
won  by  Mrs.  E.  A.  Dodd’s  Prince,  ridden  by  Mr.  T.  S. 
Hicks.  Col.  Phillips’s  Moira  II  (Mr.  R.  Watson)  was 
second  and  Miss  Crossman’s  Ben  Bhreac  (Mr.  J.  K.  Swire) 
was  third.  In  the  Adjoining  Hunts  Race  there  were  five 
starters.  Mr.  B.  C.  Fitch’s  Wheelum  (owner)  won,  with 
Mr.  J.  K.  Swire’s  Sahib  (owner)  and  Mr.  A.  D.  Hordern’s 
Sandstorm  (Mr.  H.  Seely)  following  in  the  above  order. 
In  the  Heavyweight  Race  there  were  five  runners.  Mr. 
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E.  A.  Dodd’s  The  Old  Man  (Mr.  T.  P.  Hicks)  was  the 
winner.  Then  came  Capt.  V.  Spencer  DanielFs  Larry 
(owner),  and  Major  M.  E.  Barclay’s  Redstart  (owner)  was 
third. 

April  nth,  1923,  found  the  point-to-point  meeting  again 
at  Brent  Pelham.  Eight  horses  went  to  the  post  in  the 
Lightweight  Race,  and  Col.  E.  C.  M.  Phillips’s  Moira  II 
(Mr.  H.  J.  Fordham),  the  winner  of  the  Lightweight  Ladies’ 
Plate  at  the  Cambridgeshire  Meeting  in  the  previous  year, 
was  first.  The  other  places  were  filled  by  Mr.  A.  Alder’s 
Jacko  (Mr.  T.  Hicks)  and  Mr.  A.  V.  Britton’s  Margo  (Mr. 
R.  Custerson).  The  Adjacent  Hunts  Race  brought  ten 
horses  under  starter’s  orders.  Mr.  T.  Howard’s  Master 
Johnson  (owner)  was  first,  the  other  places  being 
filled  by  Mr.  B.  Fitch’s  Wheelum  (owner)  and  Mr.  A. 
Carruther’s  Aileron  (Mr.  T.  Masson).  There  were  six 
runners  in  the  Heavyweight  Race,  and  Mr.  E.  A.  Dodd’s 
The  Old  Man  (Mr.  T.  Hicks)  repeated  his  victory  of  the 
previous  year.  Mr.  L.  A.  Judd’s  Disappointment  (owner) 
was  second  and  Col.  S.  W.  Webster’s  Big  Jane  was  third. 

To  the  east  of  the  Puckeridge  country  lies  the  Essex 
country,  which  at  the  beginning  of  the  season  1 914-15  had 
been  under  the  mastership  of  Capt.  S.  F.  Gosling  for  four 
seasons.  Capt.  Gosling  at  once  joined  the  colours,  and  on 
his  return  as  Colonel,  with  the  D.S.O.,  he  resumed  the 
active  duties  of  mastership  ;  but  at  the  end  of  1922  he  was 
joined  by  Mr.  John  Swire,  who  had  previously  had  four 
years’  experience  of  mastership  in  the  country.  A  notable 
event  in  the  Essex  Hunt  took  place  in  1922.  This  was  a 
presentation  to  Harry  Speake,  who  had  for  fifteen  years 
been  first  whipper-in,  and  who  had  been  huntsman  since 
1920.  The  testimonial  took  the  substantial  form  of  a  cheque 
for  £600. 

The  point-to-point  meeting  was  held  at  Little  Weald  Hall 
on  April  14th,  1920.  In  the  Heavyweight  Race  Mr.  B. 
Fitch’s  Wheelum  was  first,  with  Mr.  Jones’s  Watford  filling 
second  place.  In  the  Lightweight  Race  Mr.  T.  J.  Howard’s 
Prince  Martin  was  first,  with  Mr.  T.  Hilder’s  The  Old 
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Story  second  and  Miss  E.  S.  Loyd’s  Fortune  third.  In  the 
United  Hunts  Race  Mr.  T.  J.  Howard’s  Good  Performance 
was  first,  and  Col.  E.  M.  Phillips’s  Moira  II  was  second. 

On  April  6th,  1921,  the  meeting  was  held  at  Matching 
Tye,  Harlow.  In  the  Lightweight  Race  there  were  eight 
runners.  Mr.  T.  J.  Howard’s  Her  Highness  (Mr.  T. 
Howard,  Jun.)  was  first,  with  Mr.  J.  Twine’s  Warrior  (Mr. 
J.  K.  Swire)  second  and  Major  Ellis’s  Queen  (owner)  third. 
The  Adjoining  Hunts  Race  had  five  runners.  Mr.  C.  B. 
Mugleston’s  Doctor  (owner)  was  the  winner,  with  Mr.  G. 
Long’s  Pimpo  (owner)  second  and  Mr.  E.  J.  Kirkby’s  Ben 
(owner)  third.  The  Welter  Race  brought  out  a  field  of 
eight.  Mr.  T.  J.  Howard’s  Maid  of  the  Mist  (Mr.  T. 
Howard,  Jun.)  was  the  winner,  with  Mr.  J.  K.  Swire’s 
Sahib  (owner)  second  and  Mr.  G.  Dent’s  Harker  (owner) 
third.  The  Open  Nomination  Race  brought  out  the  biggest 
field  of  the  day,  ten  going  to  the  post.  Mr.  F.  T.  Hill’s 
Cooper  (owner)  was  first,  with  Capt.  R.  de  W.  Rogers’s 
Fitz  Battleaxe  (owner)  second  and  Mr.  F.  Harvey’s  Dorigny 
(Mr.  G.  Long)  third. 

On  April  5th,  1922,  the  meeting  was  held  at  Epping 
Upland.  Six  went  to  the  post  for  the  Lightweight  Race, 
which  was  won  by  Mr.  T.  J.  Howard’s  Our  Squirrel  (Mr. 
T.  Howard,  Jun.),  with  Mr.  S.  G.  Gough’s  The  Marine 
(Mr.  S.  Gough,  Jun.)  amd  Major  Colvin  Watson’s  Bugel 
Major  (owner)  filling  the  other  places.  The  Members’ 
Welter  Race  brought  seven  horses  to  the  post.  Mr.  J. 
Swire’s  Sahib  (owner)  was  the  winner,  with  Mr.  T.  J. 
Howard’s  Matchingate  (Mr.  T.  Howard,  Jun.)  and  Mr.  B. 
Fitch’s  Wheelum  (owner)  second  and  third.  The  Open 
Nomination  Race  had  five  runners.  Capt.  Cyril  Swire’s 
Kroonman  (owner)  was  first,  with  Mr.  T.  J.  Howard’s  My 
Past  (Mr.  T.  Howard,  Jun.)  second  and  Capt.  d’A.  Harris’s 
Mighty  Atom  third. 

The  next  meeting  was  held  at  Matching  Tye  on  April  4th, 
1923.  There  were  ten  runners  in  the  Lightweight  Race. 
The  winner  was  Mr.  T.  Howard’s  Master  Johnson  (owner), 
with  Major  Watson’s  Amator  (owner)  and  Mr.  J.  K. 
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Swire’s  Sahib  (owner)  filling  the  other  places.  In  the 
Welter  Race  there  were  eight  runners.  Mr.  T.  Howard, 
whose  stable  was  in  fine  form  again,  steered  a  horse  of  his 
own,  Lillingstone  to  wit,  to  victory.  Mr.  A.  Douglas 
Pennant’s  Marquis  (owner)  was  second  and  Mr.  J.  K. 
Swire’s  Gaddesby  (owner)  was  third.  In  the  Nomination 
Race  ten  went  to  the  post.  Mr.  I.  C.  G.  Ly wood’s  Moor¬ 
land  Mary  (owner)  was  the  winner.  Mr.  R.  Gordon  Cum- 
ming’s  Wilfred  (Mr.  T.  Howard)  was  second  and  Mr.  J.  S. 
Starling’s  Mischa  Big  (owner)  was  third. 

The  East  Essex  underwent  comparatively  few  changes 
during  the  anxious  time  reaching  from  1914-18.  Mr. 
Reginald  D.  Hill  had  been  five  years  in  office  when  the  war 
broke  out,  and  his  mastership  lasted  till  the  end  of  the 
season  1921-22.  Mr.  Hill’s  services  to  the  country  during 
this  period  of  tension  received  suitable  recognition  from 
the  members  and  followers  of  the  hunt.  He  was  presented 
with  a  silver  cigar  and  cigarette  box,  and  those  members  of 
the  hunt  who  had  been  through  the  war  gave  him  a  silver 
hunting-horn  and  Mrs.  Hill  an  amber  bead  necklace. 
Another  circumstance  calling  for  notice  is  the  way  the  hunt 
signified  its  appreciation  of  George  Tongue.  After  he  had 
hunted  the  East  Essex  five  seasons  Tongue  left  to  go  to  the 
Garth,  and  the  members  and  followers  of  the  hunt  pre¬ 
sented  him  with  a  handsome  cheque  before  he  went. 

Mr.  Reginald  Duke  Hill  died  in  1922,  at  the  comparatively 
early  age  of  fifty-six.  As  well  as  being  a  keen  hunting-man 
he  was  much  interested  in  the  breeding  of  thoroughbred 
horses.  For  many  years  before  he  succeeded  Col.  Deacon 
in  the  mastership  of  the  East  Essex  he  was  honorary  secre¬ 
tary — so  he  may  be  said  to  have  served  a  good  apprentice¬ 
ship.  He  was  succeeded  in  the  mastership  by  Col.  Eustace 
Hill,  D.S.O.,  T.D. 

On  April  6th,  1920,  the  East  Essex  resumed  their  point- 
to-point  meetings  at  Butler’s  Farm,  Bulmer.  In  the  Light¬ 
weight  Race  Capt.  E.  S.  D.  Martin’s  Frank  was  first,  with 
Major  H.  E.  E.  Pankhurst’s  Gratuity  second  and  Mr.  C.  J. 
Round’s  Sunshine  third.  The  Royal  Artillery  Race  was 
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won  by  Mr.  T.  V.  D.  Radford’s  Hercules,  the  other  places 
going  to  Capt.  E.  S.  G.  Howard’s  Oriel  and  Major  R.  B. 
Purey  Cust’s  Johnny  in  the  order  given.  In  the  United 
Hunts  Ladies’  Race  Miss  J.  Newall’s  Witney  was  first,  Mrs. 
Gerald  Gold’s  Stealaway  was  second  and  Mrs.  G.  A.  New¬ 
man’s  Starlight  was  third.  In  the  Heavyweight  Race 
Major  G.  Blewitt’s  Orman  was  first,  the  other  places  being 
filled  by  Capt.  E.  S.  D.  Martin’s  Derek  and  Mr.  T.  Finlay- 
son-Rowal’s  Ginger  in  the  order  named.  The  United 
Hunts  Race  was  won  by  Mr.  J.  T.  Howard’s  Good  Per¬ 
formance,  Capt.  H.  D.  Wiley’s  Astronomer  was  second 
and  Mr.  A.  R.  Kent’s  Pleasant  Surprise  was  third.  The 
Master’s  Cup  Race  was  won  by  Mr.  E.  W.  King’s  John, 
with  Mr.  H.  R.  Wade’s  Red  Waistcoat  and  his  Red  Wing 
filling  the  other  places. 

On  March  29th,  1921,  the  meeting  was  held  at  Wickham 
Bishops.  In  the  Lightweight  Race  Capt.  A.  Lowdell’s  Kitty 
(owner)  was  first  and  Mr.  C.  J.  Rounds  Sunshine  (owner) 
was  second — apparently  the  only  ones  that  finished.  The 
Master’s  Cup  Race  was  again  won  by  Mr.  E.  W.  King’s 
John  (Capt.  Browning  Smith),  with  Mr.  W.  Price’s  Ginger 
III  (owner)  second.  In  the  Ladies’  Adjoining  Hunts  Race 
Miss  J.  Newall’s  Dora  (owner)  was  the  winner,  with  Mrs. 
J.  T.  Wigan’s  Bonzor  Tom  (Miss  Meeson)  second  and  Miss 
E.  Lloyd’s  Fortune  (owner)  third.  In  the  Heavyweight 
Race  Capt.  R.  de  W.  Rogers’s  Fitz  Battleaxe  (owner)  was  the 
winner — a  victory  he  was  to  repeat  a  couple  of  days  later  at 
the  Suffolk  Meeting.  Mr.  R.  D.  Hill’s  Strike  (Mr.  F.  D. 
Hill)  was  second,  and  Col.  E.  Hill’s  Madam  (owner)  was 
third.  In  the  Royal  Artillery  Race  Mr.  G.  R.  B.  Wood’s 
Tate  (owner)  was  first  and  Mr.  T.  W.  D.  Hackett’s  Rufus  II 
(owner)  was  second.  In  the  Adjoining  Hunts  Race  Mr. 
J.  T.  Howard’s  Prince  Martin  (owner)  was  the  winner,  the 
other  places  being  filled  by  Mr.  C.  Slade’s  Blue  Bird  (Capt. 
T.  R.  W.  Hackett)  and  Mr.  F.  N.  Gilbey’s  Gaylass  II 
(owner). 

The  next  meeting  was  held  at  Great  Lees,  near  Chelms¬ 
ford,  on  March  30th,  1922.  Five  horses  went  to  the  post  in 
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the  Lightweight  Race,  which  was  won  by  Col.  C.  E.  Vickery's 
Bubbly  (owner).  Mr.  H.  C.  Phillips’s  Trim  (owner)  was 
second  and  Col.  E.  Hill’s  Cock  House  (owner)  was  third. 
A  field  of  half  a  dozen  turned  out  for  the  Master’s  Cup  Race. 
Mr.  Walter  Price’s  Pussy  Foot  (Mr.  T.  Price)  was  the  winner, 
the  other  places  being  filled  by  Mr.  C.  B.  Nott’s  Dream 
(owner)  and  his  Tramp  (C.  Nott,  Jun.).  The  Ladies’ 
Adjoining  Hunts  Race  brought  six  horses  to  the  post. 
Mrs.  J.  T.  Wigan’s  Bonzor  Tom  (Miss  Meeson)  improved 
on  her  position  of  two  years  previous,  and  won  from 
Mrs.  A.  L.  Woodhouse’s  Queenie  (Miss  B.  Woodhouse) 
and  Miss  J.  M.  Parry’s  Merlin  (owner).  In  the  Heavy¬ 
weight  Race  there  were  six  runners.  Mr.  C.  J.  Round’s 
Sunshine  (owner)  was  first,  Mr.  E.  G.  E.  Griffith’s  The 
Shadow  (owner)  was  second  and  Mr.  T.  H.  du  Boulay’s 
Sportsman  (owner)  was  third.  The  Royal  Artillery  Race 
brought  out  an  exceptionally  large  field,  no  fewer  than 
twenty  horses  finding  their  way  down  to  the  post.  Mr. 
G.  H.  B.  Wood’s  Tate  (owner)  was  the  winner,  with  Mr. 

I.  V.  D.  Radford’s  Hercules  (owner)  and  Mr.  A.  F.  Fisher’s 
Sheila  (owner)  taking  the  other  places.  Nine  horses 
faced  the  starter  in  the  Adjoining  Hunts  Race,  which  was 
won  by  Mr.  J.  K.  Swire’s  Sahib  (owner),  with  Capt.  H.  M. 
Cormick’s  Annabella  Lee  (Capt.  R.  de  W.  Rogers)  and  Mr. 
T.  J.  Reynolds’s  Cupid  filling  the  other  places. 

The  next  meeting  was  held  on  April  7th,  1923,  at  Great 
Leighs.  Nine  horses  went  to  the  post  for  the  Lightweight 
Race,  the  winner  of  which  was  Col.  E.  Hill’s  Cock  House 
(owner).  Mr.  H.  C.  Phillips’s  Trim  (owner)  was  second  and 
Mr.  J.  Cooper  Bland’s  Farmer’s  Glory  (owner)  was  third. 
The  Ladies’  Adjacent  Hunts  Race  had  eight  runners. 
Mrs.  W.  W.  Boulton’s  Pharoah’s  Daughter  (Miss  N.  Hill) 
was  first,  Mrs.  Carter’s  Sheen  (owner)  was  second  and  Miss 
Broadley’s  Stella  (owner)  was  third.  Four  went  to  the  post 
for  the  Heavyweight  Race,  and  the  winner  turned  up  in  Mr. 

J.  Cooper  Bland’s  Atherstone  (owner),  with  Col.  E.  Hill’s 
Bailiff  (Mr.  H.  O.  C.  Bland),  the  only  other  horse  that 
finished,  second.  The  14th  Brigade  R.F.A.  Race  brought 
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a  dozen  horses  to  the  post.  Lt.  H.  O.  C.  Bland’s  Take  On 
(owner)  was  the  winner.  Lt.  G.  H.  B.  Wood’s  Tate 
(owner)  was  second  and  Lt.  I.  C.  Vallange’s  Margot  (owner) 
was  third.  The  Adjacent  Hunts  Race  also  brought  out 
twelve  runners.  Mr.  T.  J.  Howard’s  Lillingstone  (owner) 
was  first.  Then  came  Mr.  A.  Douglas  Pennant’s  Rath 
Barry  (owner),  and  Mr.  F.  N.  Gilbey’s  Sir  Garnet  (owner) 
was  third. 

Capt.  G.  Heseltine  was  master  of  the  Essex  Union  when 
the  war  broke  out,  and  he  immediately  joined  the  forces. 
He  had  been  four  years  master  when  war  was  declared. 
Mr.  Mashiter,  who  had  been  master  some  years  before, 
rendered  great  service  to  the  country  in  helping  to  keep 
things  going,  and  when  a  committee  was  formed  in  1916 
he  took  a  prominent  part  in  its  work. 

In  1915  Mr.  E.  L.  Heatley  of  Ingrave,  near  Brentwood, 
accepted  the  mastership.  Two  years  later  the  hunt  lost  a 
good  friend  in  Mr.  E.  T.  Mashiter,  whose  death  was  much 
regretted. 

The  point-to-point  meetings  were  revived  on  April  10th, 
1920,  at  Lower  D unton  Hall.  In  the  Lightweight  Race 
Mr.  T.  Hilder’s  The  Old  Story  was  first,  Mr.  W.  T.  Pott’s 
The  Nut  was  second  and  General  J.  T.  Wigan’s  Bonzor  Tom 
was  third.  The  Nomination  Race  had  at  the  head  of  it  Mr. 
J.  T.  Howard’s  Prince  Martin,  who  won  more  than  one 
race  in  the  county.  Major  Williams’s  Claran  was  second 
and  Mr.  G.  W.  Heath’s  Portland  Star  was  third.  The 
Yeomanry  Race  was  won  by  Mr.  Ablin’s  Ginger,  with  Mr. 
J.  Manning’s  Wildfire  second  and  Mr.  J.  Brown’s  Valentine 
third.  In  the  Heavyweight  Race  Capt.  Rawle’s  Bookins 
was  first,  the  other  places  being  filled  by  Capt.  Eustace  Hill’s 
Madam  and  Col.  Prioleau’s  O.B.H. 

On  April  9th,  1921,  the  meeting  was  held  at  Great  Mal- 
grave,  Horndon-on-Hill.  The  Lightweight  Members’  Race 
had  eight  runners.  The  winner  was  General  J.  T.  Wigan’s 
Minnigap  (Mr.  F.  H.  Buckenham).  The  other  places  were 
filled  by  Miss  B.  Will’s  Shelagh  (Mr.  Squire)  and  Col. 
Eustace  Hill’s  Corkscrew  (owner).  Nine  horses  went  to  the 
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post  for  the  Nomination  Race,  which  was  won  by  Mr.  J.  T. 
Howard’s  Prince  Martin  (Mr.  T.  Howard,  Jun.)  for  the 
second  year  in  succession.  Capt.  R.  de  W.  Rogers’s  Fitz 
Battleaxe  (owner)  was  second  and  Capt.  C.  Swire’s  Kroon- 
man  (owner)  was  third.  In  the  Welter  Race  there  were  only 
five  runners.  Mr.  F.  H.  Buckenham’s  Steeplejack  (owner) 
was  first,  Mr.  W.  Wild’s  Misfit  (Mr.  G.  H.  S.  Dickson)  was 
second  and  Col.  Eustace  Hill’s  Madam  (owner)  was  third. 

Southlands  Farm,  East  Hanningfield,  was  the  place 
fixed  for  the  next  point-to-point  meeting,  and  the  date  was 
April  22nd,  1922.  Nine  went  to  the  post  for  the  Lightweight 
Race,  which  was  won  by  Mr.  T.  Hilder’s  The  Old  Story 
(owner).  Mr.  T.  J.  Reynolds’s  Cupid  (owner)  was  second 
and  Mr.  H.  B.  Harvey’s  Robert  (owner)  was  third.  Only 
five  faced  the  starter  for  the  Ladies’  Race,  which  was  won 
by  Miss  W.  Brown’s  Buckingham  IV  (owner),  with  Mrs. 
Wigan’s  Bonzor  Tom  (Miss  E.  Meeson)  and  Miss  B.  Wood- 
house’s  Queenie  (owner)  filling  the  other  places.  There 
were  ten  runners  in  the  Nomination  Race,  and  Mr.  T. 
Howard’s  My  Past  (owner)  was  the  winner.  Mr.  B.  Fitch’s 
Wheelum  (owner)  was  second,  and  Mr.  J.  E.  Swire’s 
Gaddesby  (owner)  was  third.  In  the  Welter  Race  there 
were  four  runners.  Mr.  ].  H.  Buckenham’s  Airman  III 
(owner)  was  the  winner.  Col.  Eustace  Hill’s  Cock  House 
(owner)  was  second  and  Mr.  A.  Howgate’s  Golden  Star 
was  third. 

The  next  meeting  was  held  at  Fremnells,  Downham,  on 
April  14th,  1923.  There  were  eight  runners  in  the  Light¬ 
weight  Race,  at  the  head  of  which  was  placed  Mr.  F.  H. 
Buckenham’s  Magic  (Mr.  J.  Buckenham).  Mr.  D’Oyly 
Sheppard’s  The  Friar  (owner)  and  Mr.  E.  F.  Crowdy’s 
Pickles  (owner)  filled  the  other  places.  The  Ladies’  Ad¬ 
jacent  Hunts  Race  had  seven  runners.  Miss  D ’Avila’s 
Western  Maid  (owner)  was  the  winner.  Then  came  Miss 
J.  Parry’s  Merlin  (owner),  and  Mrs.  Barraclough’s  Caroline 
(Mrs.  Cook)  was  third.  The  Nomination  Race  brought 
out  a  good  field  of  thirteen.  Mr.  Fitch’s  Wheelum,  who 
had  been  a  winner  at  the  Puckeridge  and  Mr.  Smith 
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Bosanquet’s  Meetings,  was  the  winner,  and  on  this  occasion 
he  was  ridden  by  Mr.  H.  Arnold.  Major  L.  I.  Athill’s 
Whisper  (owner)  was  second  and  Mr.  J.  Cooper  Bland’s 
Farmer’s  Glory  (owner)  was  third.  In  the  Royal  Artillery 
Race  seven  horses  went  to  the  post.  Mr.  J.  K.  Gordon’s 
White  Star  (owner)  was  the  winner,  with  Mr.  G.  C.  Gray’s 
Jailor  (owner)  and  Mr.  H.  E.  Hugonin’s  Long  ’Un  (owner) 
following  in  the  order  named.  Four  faced  the  starter  in  the 
Welter  Race,  but  only  two  finished,  Mr.  F.  H.  Buckenham’s 
Tinkerbell  (Mr.  Y.  Buckenham)  beating  Mr.  H.  B.  Harvey’s 
Perfect  Lady  (Mr.  J.  Whiteley). 

The  Essex  and  Suffolk  Hunt  had  been  under  the  rule 
of  Sir  William  Burton  and  Mr.  William  Pretty  for  a  couple 
of  seasons  when  the  war  broke  out.  The  same  conditions 
prevailed  till  the  end  of  the  season  1917-18,  when,  after  the 
death  of  Mr.  William  Pretty,  the  joint  masters  were  Sir 
William  Burton,  Col.  W.  T.  Pretty  and  Mr.  Percy  Crossman. 
So  matters  remained  until  1921,  when  Col.  Pretty  retired, 
leaving  Sir  William  Burton  and  Mr.  Percy  Crossman  in  office. 

The  revived  point-to-point  meeting  took  place  on  April 
14th,  1920,  at  New  Hall,  Horsley  Cross,  Mistley.  The 
Subscribers’  Race  was  won  by  Capt.  E.  S.  D.  Martin’s 
Frank,  with  Capt.  E.  O.  Peel’s  Tipperary  second  and  Mr. 
P.  Crossman’s  Alice  third.  In  the  Welter  Race  Major 
Blewett’s  Orman  was  the  winner,  the  other  places  going 
to  Major  W.  F.  Dick’s  Peter  and  Mr.  R.  C.  Taylor’s 
Perhaps.  In  the  Ladies’  Plate  Race  Major  V.  D.  S. 
Williams’s  Ciaran,  Mr.  E.  Cooper  Bland’s  Tarzan  and  Mr. 
J.  Cooper  Bland’s  Baby  finished  in  the  order  named. 

On  April  8th,  1921  the  meeting  was  held  at  Aldham, 
near  Hadleigh,  in  Suffolk.  There  were  nine  runners  in  the 
Subscribers’  Race,  with  Mr.  F.  H.  Bowcher’s  Wellington 
(owner)  at  the  head  of  them.  Mr.  P.  Crossman’s  Shady 
Lady  (Mr.  B.  H.  Portway)  was  second  and  Mr.  T.  W.  D. 
Hackett’s  Rufus  II  (owner)  was  third.  In  the  Welter 
Sweepstakes’  Race  Mr.  F.  H.  Bowcher’s  stable  was  again 
in  winning  form,  his  Cryptical,  ridden  by  himself,  taking 
first  place,  with  Major  C.  W.  Bayne  Jardine’s  Sunday 
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(owner)  second  and  Mr.  Guy  Blewett’s  Nightmare  (owner) 
third.  In  the  Adjacent  Hunt  Ladies’  Plate  there  were 
seven  runners,  and  once  more  Mr.  F.  H.  Bowcher  was  to 
the  fore,  his  Navan  Lad  (owner)  accomplishing  the  “  hat 
trick.”  Mr.  W.  W.  Partridge’s  Lurcher  (Mr.  W.  A.  Mudd) 
was  second  and  Mr.  R.  Browning  Smith’s  Springfield  (Mr. 
Cyril  Borham)  was  third. 

On  April  7th,  1922,  the  meeting  was  held  at  Grove  Farm, 
near  Clacton,  Essex.  Ten  runners  went  to  the  post  for  the 
Subscribers’  Race,  and  again  Mr.  F.  H.  Bowcher  was  in 
winning  form,  his  Chesterton  (owner)  finishing  in  front  of 
Mr.  P.  Crossman’s  Shady  Lady  (Mr.  B.  H.  Portman)  and 
Mr.  H.  C.  Phillips’s  Trim,  who  finished  in  the  order  named. 
The  Adjacent  Plunt  Ladies’  Plate  brought  out  a  field  of  five. 
Mr.  R.  A.  Parry’s  Bird’s  Eye  View  (Mr.  Lewis  Parry)  was 
first,  the  other  places  being  filled  by  Mr.  W.  Price’s  Pussy¬ 
foot  (owner)  and  Capt.  H.  McCormick’s  Annabell  Lee 
(Capt.  Rogers)  in  the  order  named.  Seven  went  to  the  post 
for  the  Welter  Race.  Major  R.  E.  P.  Cust’s  Johnny  (Lieut. 
Radford)  was  first,  Gen.  R.  Le  Motte’s  Bran  Bags  (Mr.  G. 
Wear)  was  second  and  Mr.  P.  Crossman’s  Alice  (Mr. 
Woodburn)  was  third. 

On  April  13th,  1923,  the  meeting  was  held  at  The  Grange, 
Little  Wenham.  The  eight  runners  which  went  to  the 
post  for  the  Subscribers’  Race  were  headed  by  Mrs.  J.  G. 
Howell’s  Some  Girl  (Mr.  Cyril  Borham),  Capt.  C.  J. 
Carter’s  Sheen  (owner)  and  Mr.  H.  O.  C.  Bland’s  Take  On 
(owner)  filling  the  other  places.  In  the  Welter  Race  there 
were  four  runners,  and  Col.  C.  E.  Vickery’s  Bubbly  (owner) 
finished  alone.  Six  horses  went  to  the  post  for  the  Adjacent 
Hunts  Race.  Mr.  Geoffrey  Wear’s  Buster  (owner)  was 
first,  with  Major  T.  Wilson’s  The  Cynic  (owner)  and  Mr. 
J.  Cooper  Bland’s  Atherstone  (owner)  second  and  third. 
The  Colchester  and  Ipswich  Garrison  Race  had  a  fine  field 
of  fifteen.  Mr.  G.  H.  S.  Wood’s  Tate  (owner)  was  first, 
Mr.  C.  D.  Moffat’s  Cinderella  (owner)  was  second  and  Capt. 
G.  de  Burgh’s  W.A.A.C.  (owner)  was  third. 

The  last  ten  years  have  been  a  time  of  many  anxieties 
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for  those  whose  lot  has  been  cast  in  with  the  Hertfordshire 
hounds.  To  begin  with,  they  were  suddenly  deprived  of  an 
able  and  hard-working  master.  When  the  war  broke  out 
the  Earl  of  Cavan  had  been  at  the  head  of  affairs  for  two 
seasons.  He  was  soon  required  for  an  important  command, 
and  it  is  a  matter  of  common  knowledge  that  he  commanded 
the  forces  in  Italy  till  the  peace.  During  the  first  two  years 
following  Lord  Cavan’s  leaving  for  the  seat  of  war,  Mr.  F. 
Braund  and  Mr.  Cunliffe  were  joint  masters.  Then  for  a 
season  a  committee  carried  on,  and  in  1918  Lord  Cavan 
returned  and  took  up  the  duties  of  his  office  again.  After 
three  years  had  elapsed  his  services  were  required  to  take  up 
a  military  command,  and  Lord  Ludlow  was  appointed  in  his 
place.  Lord  Ludlow’s  mastership  was  brought  to  a  tragic 
conclusion  by  a  fatal  accident  which  took  place  in  1922. 
Lord  Ludlow  was  riding  home  in  a  bad  light,  and  was 
going  at  a  sharp  pace,  when  he  galloped  into  some  wire, 
and  though  he  lived  for  a  few  days  he  never  really  rallied. 
In  the  following  season  Mr.  W.  Walker  of  High  Canons, 
Shenley,  was  appointed  master. 

On  Lord  Cavan’s  return  from  the  war,  and  resumption 
of  the  mastership,  he  was  the  recipient  of  a  handsome 
testimonial  to  welcome  his  return,  and  as  a  mark  of  esteem 
from  his  neighbours  he  was  also  entertained  to  luncheon, 
when  the  testimonial  was  presented.  The  testimonial  was 
a  portrait  on  horseback  in  hunting  kit,  by  Capt.  Adrian 
Jones,  and  it  was  presented  by  Mr.  Robert  Long  of  Stondon 
Manor,  a  prominent  man  in  the  Herts  Hunt.  There 
were  some  five  hundred  signatures  to  the  “  Welcome 
Home.”  Some  two  or  three  years  later  there  was  a  well- 
merited  testimonial  presented  to  Sir  Alfred  Reynolds,  who 
had  completed  his  twenty-three  years  of  service  as  honorary 
secretary  to  the  hunt,  during  which  time  he  had  done  much 
good  work  in  its  service. 

In  1917  the  hunt  sustained  a  serious  loss  by  the  death  of 
Mr.  T.  Fenwick  Harrison,  who  had  been  co-master  with  Mr. 
C.  T.  Part  for  three  seasons  and  master  single-handed  for 
eight  seasons. 


From  painting 
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The  point-to-point  meeting  was  held  at  Hill  End  Farm, 
Sandridge,  on  March  20th,  1920.  The  Subscribers’  Race, 
the  only  event  except  the  Farmers’  Race,  was  won  by  Col. 
A.  G.  Scammell’s  Slingsby  (Mr.  J.  Craig).  Mr.  A.  Car- 
ruthers’s  Aileron  (Mr.  R.  H.  Looker)  was  second  and  Capt. 
Holland-Hibbert’s  Wexford  (owner)  was  third. 

The  next  meeting  was  held  at  Highfield  Hall,  St.  Albans, 
on  April  6th,  1921,  and  there  was  a  full  programme  of  five 
events  on  this  occasion.  The  Subscribers’  Lightweight 
Race  had  a  field  of  five.  Major  Guy  Reynolds’s  Dennis 
(owner)  was  the  winner.  Then  came  Mr.  A.  Carruthers’s 
Aileron  (Capt.  Holland-Hibbert),  and  Col.  D.  C.  Part’s  Ben 
(Mr.  S.  White)  was  third.  Twelve  horses  faced  the  starter 
for  the  Adjacent  Hunts  Race.  Mr.  L.  G.  Nash’s  Dukkerin 
(owner)  was  first,  Col.  D.  C.  Part’s  Ballymendel  (Mr.  S. 
White)  was  second  and  Lady  Chesham’s  Black  Eagle 
(Major  Shackle)  was  third.  The  Heavyweight  Cup  Race 
had  three  runners,  and  of  these  only  two  passed  the  post. 
Col.  D.  C.  Part’s  Buck  (Mr.  S.  White)  was  the  winner. 
Capt.  D.  Bulger’s  Sunlight  (owner)  was  second. 

In  1922  the  meeting  was  held  on  April  6th,  the  fixture 
being  again  at  Highfield  Hall,  St.  Albans.  In  the  Sub¬ 
scribers’  Lightweight  Race  there  were  five  runners.  Mr.  A. 
Carruthers’s  Aileron,  after  twice  running  second,  won  at  the 
third  time  of  asking.  He  was  ridden  by  Mr.  T.  Masson. 
Lord  Ludlow’s  Alice  (Mr.  H.  Fordham)  was  second  and 
Miss  Hodgson’s  Spoof  (Mr.  R.  How)  was  third.  The 
Adjoining  Hunts  Race  found  eleven  under  starter’s  orders. 
Mr.  H.  J.  Fordham’s  Master  Robert  (owner)  was  the 
winner.  Then  came  Capt.  R.  R.  Cruise’s  War  Gratuity 
(owner),  and  Mr.  W.  Walker’s  Castle  Cabra  (Mr.  T. 
Robinson)  was  third.  In  the  Subscribers’  Heavyweight 
Race  there  were  six  runners.  Mr.  D.  D.  Bulger’s  Sunlight 
(owner)  was  first  and  Lord  Ludlow’s  Postboy  (Mr.  S. 
White)  was  second,  these  being  the  only  two  that  finished. 

Highfield  Hall,  St.  Albans,  was  again  the  scene  of  the 
Herts  Point-to-Point,  which  took  place  on  April  5th,  1923. 
In  the  Subscribers’  Lightweight  Race  five  went  to  the  post, 
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and  Mr.  A.  Carruthers’s  Aileron  (Mr.  T.  Masson)  was  again 
the  winner,  Capt.  F.  M.  A.  Shepherd’s  The  Waif  (owner) 
being  the  only  other  horse  to  finish.  In  the  Adjacent  Hunts 
Race  there  were  ten  horses  under  starter’s  orders.  Mr. 
H.  J.  Fordham’s  The  Rook  (owner)  was  first,  Mr.  D. 
Whitehead’s  Kingmaker  (Major  L.  P.  Stedall)  was  second 
and  Mr.  W.  H.  J.  Chapman’s  Whitesfield  (Mr.  H.  M. 
Chapman)  was  third.  In  the  Heavyweight  Race  there  were 
half  a  dozen  runners.  Mr.  C.  A.  Allcorn’s  Greystone  (Mr. 
R.  Booth)  was  the  winner.  Col.  A.  G.  Scammell’s  Slingsby 
(Mr.  J.  Craig)  and  Major  E.  G.  Myles’s  Tytherton  following 
on  in  the  above  order. 

The  Whaddon  Chase  had  their  hour  of  turmoil  during 
the  war  rather  more  emphasised  than  was  the  case  with 
many  hunts.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  enter  into  any 
particulars  about  regrettable  incidents,  but  the  fact  must  be 
mentioned  that  such  existed. 

No  sooner  had  the  war  broken  out  than  Mr.  W.  H.  Selby 
Lowndes  joined  the  forces,  and  during  his  absence  at  the 
seat  of  war  there  were  sundry  bickerings  between  two 
parties  in  the  hunt.  These,  as  is  the  way  of  such  dissensions, 
increased  as  time  wore  on,  and  finally  another  hunt  was 
established  in  the  country  with  Lord  Dalmeny  as  master. 
Feeling  then  grew  very  high,  and  it  was  evident  that  unless 
something  was  done  sport  must  suffer.  So  Lord  Dalmeny 
resigned  and  Lord  Orkney  took  his  place  and  hunted  the 
country  for  three  seasons,  showing  fine  sport. 

In  1921  the  country  was  again  united.  Col.  Selby 
Lowndes,  who  had  maintained  his  pack  up  to  this  time, 
joined  Lord  Orkney  in  a  combination  sale  at  the  Ascott 
Kennels,  Leighton  Buzzard,  and  a  fine  lot  of  twenty  couple 
of  entered  hounds,  and  six  and  a  half  couple  of  unentered 
hounds,  were  sold.  It  should  be  emphasised  that  Lord 
Orkney  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  original  differences  in 
the  country.  After  he  had  had  three  years  of  office  he 
resigned,  and  Lord  Dalmeny  was  again  appointed  master. 

The  revived  point-to-point  meeting  took  place  on  April 
7th,  1921,  at  Addington,  Bucks.  In  the  Lightweight  Race 
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Mr.  Craig  Harvey’s  Talbot  II  (Mr.  Stedall)  was  first,  Mr. 
C.  Hodgson-Nicoll’s  Brown  Eyes  (owner)  was  second  and 
Mr.  Digby  Whitehead’s  Moorhen  (owner)  was  third.  In 
the  Heavyweight  Race  Capt.  R.  R.  Cruise’s  War  Gratuity 
(owner),  a  horse  that  had  previously  showed  good  form  at 
other  meetings,  was  the  winner.  Mr.  Craig  Harvey’s  The 
Rump  (Capt.  F.  Holland-Hibbert)  was  the  only  other  that 
finished.  In  the  Adjoining  Hunts  Race  Mr.  T.  S.  Perry’s 
Artful  Fitz  (Capt.  F.  Holland-Hibbert)  was  the  winner.  Mr. 
G.  C.  Kirkpatrick’s  Genappe  (Mr.  V.  Gosling)  was  second 
and  Miss  A.  C.  Abraham’s  Bridget  (Mr.  P.  Atkinson)  was 
third.  The  Royal  Bucks  Hussars  Race  was  won  by  Mr. 
K.  Clarke’s  Spring  Sale  (owner),  with  Mr.  H.  Deverell’s 
Dormin  (owner)  and  Mr.  W.  S.  Wood’s  Inishi  (Mr.  G. 
Wilson)  finishing  in  the  order  named. 

On  March  30th,  1922,  the  meeting  was  held  at  Weedon 
Hill,  near  Aylesbury.  There  were  seven  runners  in  the 
Lightweight  Race,  Capt.  R.  R.  Cruise’s  War  Gratuity 
(owner)  being  the  winner.  Mr.  R.  Wenn’s  Bohesleon  (owner) 
was  second  and  Capt.  R.  L.  Agnew’s  Blackwater  (owner) 
was  third.  In  the  Heavyweight  Race  there  were  only  four 
runners.  Capt.  R.  Cruise  brought  off  the  double  event  and 
won  with  Kingdom  (Major  G.  Stedall).  Mr.  Digby  White¬ 
head’s  Lumpy  (owner)  was  second  and  Group-Capt.  A.  G. 
Board’s  Grey  Friar  (owner)  was  third.  In  the  Adjoining 
Hunts  Race  there  were  three  runners,  and  only  two  finished. 
Sir  F.  Anstruther’s  Ladysmith  III  (owner)  was  first,  with 
Mr.  F.  Brazier’s  Dormin  (Mr.  Deverell)  second. 

The  next  meeting  was  held  on  March  19th,  1923,  at 
Hurdles  Grove.  There  were  a  dozen  horses  facing  the  starter 
in  the  Lightweight  Race,  which  was  won  by  Sir  R.  Cruise’s 
War  Gratuity  (owner).  This,  it  should  be  noticed,  is  War 
Gratuity’s  fifth  win  in  three  seasons,  a  fine  performance, 
indeed,  when  the  shortness  of  the  the  point-to-point  season, 
and  the  strenuous  nature  of  the  trial,  are  taken  into  con¬ 
sideration.  Col.  W.  Sanday’s  The  Leek  (owner)  was 
second  and  Major  A.  Abraham’s  Butcher  Boy  (Sir  W.  F. 
Anstruther)  was  third.  Five  went  to  the  post  for  the 
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Heavyweight  Race,  which  was  won  by  Sq.-Leader  Beau¬ 
champ’s  Red  Peter  (owner).  Major  T.  Sebag  Montefiore’s 
Kilcullen  (Sir  W.  F.  Anstruther)  and  Group-Capt.  Board’s 
Grey  Friar  (owner)  followed  in  the  above  order.  In  the 
Adjacent  Hunts  Race  nine  horses  went  to  the  post.  Mr. 
F.  Brazier’s  Dormin  (Mr.  W.  S.  Wood)  was  the  winner. 
Mr.  W.  H.  King’s  Prince  Cecil  (Mr.  J.  F.  Norris)  was 
second  and  Capt.  G.  Clarke’s  Waddles  (owner)  third. 

When  the  war  began  Mr.  R.  B.  Webber  was  field  master, 
working  with  a  committee,  in  the  Old  Berkeley  country. 
In  1918  he  retired  and  Lord  Chesham  was  appointed  master. 
No  sooner  was  he  appointed,  however,  than  he  joined  the 
forces  in  France,  and  during  his  absence  at  the  front  Lady 
Chesham  undertook  the  duties  of  master  and  did  the 
onerous  work  well.  On  his  return  from  France  Lord 
Chesham  carried  on  till  the  end  of  the  season  1920-21. 
Mr.  E.  T.  Tyrwhitt  Drake  then  took  hold,  and  he  was 
joined  by  Col.  G.  Middleton  in  1923.  Lord  Chesham’s 
predecessor,  Mr.  R.  B.  Webber,  had  had  a  notable  term 
of  office,  having  ruled  for  a  period  of  twenty-eight  years, 
during  which  he  had  done  good  service  in  the  country. 
His  retirement  was  made  the  occasion  of  a  presentation 
by  the  members  and  followers  of  the  pack.  The  present 
took  the  form  of  a  silver  rose  bowl,  on  which  is  engraved 
“  To  R.  B.  Webber,  Esq.,  to  mark  appreciation  of  good 
sport  and  good  fellowship  from  those  who  hunted  with 
the  O.B.H.  during  his  twenty-eight  years  of  master¬ 
ship.”  In  the  season  of  1918-19  a  notable  figure  passed 
out  of  the  Old  Berkeley  country.  This  was  the  famous 
“  Squire  ”  Drake  of  Shardeloes,  for  many  years  master  of 
the  Old  Berkeley  and  also  of  the  Bicester.  He  was  a  notable 
figure  in  the  hunting-field  and  a  fine  man  over  a  country. 

The  first  year  of  Lord  Chesham’s  mastership  was  marked 
by  a  very  important  incident.  The  Old  Berkeley  Hunt 
had  been  divided  more  than  once,  and  hunted  as  the  Old 
Berkeley  East  and  the  Old  Berkeley  West.  The  country 
had  been  twice  divided,  once  in  1881.  After  four  years  it 
was  united  again  under  Mr,  Harding  Cox,  but  on  his  retire- 
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ment,  after  three  years’  rule,  it  was  again  divided.  The 
division  continued  to  1910,  when  the  Western  division  of 
the  country  was  given  up  and  the  country,  or  a  great  part 
of  it,  was  loaned  to  the  South  Oxfordshire.  At  Christmas, 
19 1 8,  formal  application  was  made  for  the  restoration  of  the 
country  to  the  O.B.H.,  and  since  then  the  old  state  of  things 
has  prevailed  and  the  country  is  practically  on  the  same 
lines  as  it  was  before  the  first  division  took  place. 

Major  Smith  Bosanquet’s  is  a  new  hunt,  so  far  as  any 
country  which  has  been  hunted  over  for  centuries  can  have 
anything  of  novelty  attached  to  it.  It  is  indeed  another 
instance  to  the  many  which  were  already  in  existence  of 
countries  having  become,  under  modern  conditions,  too 
extensive  for  the  means  that  were  at  hand  to  hunt  them. 
So  Major  Smith  Bosanquet’s  two  days  a  week  country  has 
been  formed  by  slices  from  the  Herts  and  the  Old  Berkeley. 
It  was  formed  in  1908,  and  since  then  has  practically 
known  no  changes. 

Major  Smith  Bosanquet’s  point-to-point  meeting  was 
held  in  conjunction  with  the  Pegasus  Club,  which  is 
principally  composed  of  members  of  the  Bar.  After  due 
consideration  it  was  thought  that,  under  the  circumstances, 
the  Pegasus  Club  Races  should  be  brought  to  notice. 
Major  Smith  Bosanquet’s  country  is  admirably  suited  for 
the  professional  and  business  men  whose  everyday  life 
practically  compels  them  to  make  London  the  centre,  with 
which  they  must  always  be  within  striking  distance.  When 
we  come  into  details  about  the  Smith  Bosanquet  meetings, 
we  shall  occasionally  come  across  old  acquaintances ;  indeed, 
we  shall  do  that  at  the  first  meeting  with  which  we  have  to 
deal,  that  which  took  place  at  Northaw  on  April  10th,  1920. 
The  Smith  Bosanquet  Hunt  Race  was  won  by  Mr.  B.  Fitch’s 
Wheelum  (owner),  with  Mr.W.  Bramley’s  Sportsman  (Mr. 
B.  Mould)  second  and  Mr.  R.  J.  Lynes’s  Dolly  (Mr.  R.  J. 
Booth)  third.  The  Pegasus  Club  (The  Bar)  Lightweight 
Race  was  won  by  Mr.  B.  K.  D.  Renton’s  Hamilton  (owner), 
with  Major  G.  Lawrence’s  Sweet  Rathasker  (owner)  second. 
The  Pegasus  Club  Heavyweight  Race  was  won  by  Major 
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Smith  Bosanquet’s  Solomon  (Mr.  R.  R.  Reeve).  Judge 
Sturges’s  Lancaster  II  (owner)  took  second  place  and  Mr. 
J.  B.  AspinalFs  I  Wonder  (Mr.  W.  N.  Stables)  was  third. 
The  Adjoining  Hunts  Race  was  won  by  Mr.  T.  J.  Howard’s 
Good  Performance  (owner).  The  other  places  were  filled 
by  Lord  Chesham’s  Gamble  (Mr.  L.  P.  Stedall)  and  Mr. 
A.  J.  Reynolds’s  Scratchface  (Mr.  T.  Masson). 

So  far  as  can  be  made  out,  Major  Smith  Bosanquet’s  Hunt 
does  not  seem  to  have  held  a  point-to-point  meeting  in 
1921,  but  the  Pegasus  Club  held  a  small  one,  with  which  we 
need  not  concern  ourselves  here.  On  April  17th,  1922, 
Major  Smith  Bosanquet’s  held  their  meeting  at  Northaw. 
There  were  fourteen  runners  in  the  Smith  Bosanquet  Hunt 
Race,  in  which  Major  G.  Smith  Bosanquet’s  Magic  (Capt. 
Latham)  was  the  winner.  Mr.  J.  Wells  Junr.’s  Gay  Boy 
(owner)  was  second  and  Mr.  B.  Fitch’s  Wheelum  (owner) 
was  third.  Five  horses  went  to  the  post  for  the  Nomination 
Race.  Mr.  A.  Carruthers’s  Aileron  (Mr.  T.  Masson)  was  the 
winner,  with  Mr.  W.  Walker  Stanley’s  Dunluce  (Mr. 
Robinson)  and  Lord  Ludlow’s  Alice  (Mr.  S.  White)  filling 
the  other  places.  In  the  Adjoining  Hunts  Race  there  were 
eight  runners.  Mr.  FI.  B.  Fordham’s  Master  Robert  (owner) 
was  first,  Mr.  J.  K.  Swire’s  Sahib  (owner)  was  second  and 
Mr.  B.  Fitch’s  Limerick  (Mr.  R.  Arnold)  was  third. 

On  April  2nd,  1923,  the  meeting  was  held  at  CufHey, 
North  Herts.  There  were  eleven  runners  in  the  Lightweight 
Race,  which  was  won  by  Mr.  A.  Carruthers’s  fine  performer, 
Aileron,  who  was  ridden  by  Mr.  T.  Masson.  Mrs.  Finney’s 
J.W.B.  (Mr.  B.  Mould)  and  Major  G.  Smith  Bosanquet’s 
Magic  (Capt.  H.  Latham)  came  next  in  order.  There  were 
nine  runners  in  the  Heavyweight  Race,  but  only  two  of 
them  finished.  Mr.  G.  Roddick’s  Nosey  Parker  (Capt.  H. 
Lumsden)  was  the  winner,  with  Mr.  R.  Hollington’s 
Roulette  (Mr.  B.  Mould)  second.  In  the  Adjacent  Hunts 
Race  there  were  ten  runners.  Mr.  C.  A.  Dodd’s  Prince  XI 
(Mr.  T.  Hicks)  was  the  winner,  with  Mr.  H.  J.  Fordham’s 
The  Rook  (owner)  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Lusty’s  Salway  Ben 
(owner)  following  in  the  order  given. 


CHAPTER  V 


MIDDLESEX,  SURREY,  KENT  AND  SUSSEX 

THE  south-eastern  counties  are  full  of  fine  old 
hunting  tradition,  and  it  is  a  strong  temptation 
to  dwell  a  little  in  the  past  when  the  Charlton 
Hunt  existed  in  all  its  glory,  and  when  that  good 
sportsman,  the  third  Duke  of  Devonshire,  scrambled  down 
one  of  the  Goodwood  hills  and  jumped  the  stone  wall  at  the 
foot  of  it,  standing. 

But  the  romantic  past  must  be  left  for  the  bustle  and 
hurry  of  modern  life,  and  we  must  make  a  start  with  the 
East  Kent,  who  have  shown  such  good  sport  under  their 
present  master.  It  was  in  the  year  1900  that  Mr.  W.  H. 
Selby  Lowndes  left  the  Bilsdale  Hounds,  of  which  he  had 
been  master  for  three  seasons,  and  came  down  to  the  East 
Kent  country,  settling  at  Handley  Cross,  Lyminge,  so  he 
had  got  well  settled  in  his  new  country  before  the  trouble 
came.  The  war  caused  Mr.  W.  H.  Selby  Lowndes  much 
trouble,  as  it  did  many  other  owners  of  horses,  who  paid 
more  than  their  share  of  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  war.1 
Mr.  Selby  Lowndes  was  pretty  nearly  cleared  out  of  horses, 
and  it  is  very  gratifying  to  find  that  his  friends  and  neigh¬ 
bours  realised  the  injustice  with  which  he  had  been  treated, 
and  expressed  their  sympathy  for  him  in  a  practical  manner. 
The  testimonial  which  was  presented  in  1916  took  the  form 
of  an  illuminated  address  and  a  cheque  for  £114.  The 
words  of  the  address  are  worth  copying,  for  they  ex¬ 
pressed  what  many  people  thought  when  injustice,  not  to 

1  I  know  of  one  case  in  which  a  breeder  of  high-class  horses  was 
paid  more  than  £4000  below  the  cost  of  breeding  for  his  horses.  Not 
the  slightest  recompense  has  been  offered  him,  and  it  is  difficult  to  see 
why  he  should  be  mulcted  of  such  a  sum  in  the  interests,  say,  of  a 
profiteering  and  not  very  honest  merchant  or  tradesman. 
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say  dishonesty,  was  rampant  in  the  land.  “  We,  the  under¬ 
mentioned  friends  and  supporters  of  the  East  Kent  Fox¬ 
hounds,  request  him  (Mr.  Selby  Lowndes)  to  accept  the 
accompanying  cheque,  which  we  hope  will  in  some  measure 
make  good  the  loss  he  has  sustained  owing  to  his  stud  of 
hunters  having  been  commandeered,  and  we  trust  that  in 
the  near  future  it  will  be  possible  for  him  to  hunt  the 
country  under  normal  conditions.  Signed,  J.  E.  Churchill, 
Honorary  Secretary,  12th  February,  1916.”  The  testi¬ 
monial  had  Sir  Philip  Sassoon’s  name  on  it  and  those  of 
about  eighty  subscribers. 

The  point-to-point  meeting  was  held  near  Smeeth 
Station  on  April  5th,  1920.  In  the  Lightweight  Race  Major 
Petherick’s  Willing  Maid  (owner)  was  first,  Major  Borill’s 
Disaster  (owner)  being  second  and  the  only  other  to  finish. 
In  the  Nomination  Race  Capt.  Fielden’s  Minister  (owner) 
was  first,  with  Lord  Ednam’s  Corey  Bird  (owner)  and 
Lieut.  Wardell’s  Terry  filling  the  other  places.  The  10th 
Hussars  Race  was  won  by  Mr.  Winn’s  Fettle  (owner),  with 
Major  W.  Williams’s  Redstart  (owner)  second  and  Lieut. 
D.  Stewart’s  Sweep  (owner)  third.  In  the  Heavyweight 
Race  Mr.  H.  W.  Selby  Lowndes’s  Bishop  was  the  winner. 
Major  Petherick’s  Tregeagle  (owner)  came  next,  and  third 
place  went  to  Mr.  Treharne’s  Erin. 

The  next  meeting  took  place  at  Smeeth  on  March  28th, 
1921.  In  the  Lightweight  Race  Mr.  Friedburger’s  Johnny- 
Go-Lightly  (owner)  won,  with  Major  Petherick’s  Willing 
Maid  (owner)  and  Mrs.  Arthur’s  Basil  (Mr.  Roddick)  filling 
the  other  places.  In  the  Nomination  Race  Mr.  Friedburger’s 
Margot  (owner)  was  the  winner,  with  Capt.  Doyle’s  Master 
Alex  (Major  Blacker)  second  and  Mrs.  Motion’s  Ballyrotharn 
(Capt.  Motion)  third.  In  the  Heavyweight  Race  Mr. 
Trehearne’s  Erin  (Major  Blacker)  was  first,  Major  Pether¬ 
ick’s  Tregeagle  (owner)  and  Mr.  H.  W.  Selby  Lowndes’s 
Bishop  (Major  Borill)  filling  the  other  places. 

The  1922  meeting  was  held  at  Smeeth  on  April  17th.  The 
five  runners  in  the  Lightweight  Race  were  headed  by  Mr. 
C.  B.  Harvey’s  Grey  Tick  (owner),  next  to  whom  came 
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Mr.  J.  C.  Friedburger’s  Margot  (owner),  with  Major  G. 
Wright's  Alert  (owner)  third.  Eight  horses  went  to  the 
post  in  the  Nomination  Race,  which  was  won  by  Capt. 
Beckwith  Smith's  The  Harp  (owner).  Lord  William 
Scott's  Rufus  (owner)  was  second  and  Mr.  D.  Cross's 
Bairnsfather  was  third.  In  the  Heavyweight  Race  there 
were  five  runners.  Mr.  M.  G.  Roddick’s  Puffing  Billy 
(Mr.  J.  C.  Friedburger)  was  first,  with  Mr.  W.  H.  Selby 
Lowndes's  Bishop  (owner)  and  Mr.  G.  T.  Trehearne's  Erin 
(Capt.  Blacker)  filling  the  other  places. 

On  April  2nd,  1923,  the  meeting  was  held  at  Smeeth. 
Eleven  horses  faced  the  starter  in  the  Lightweight  Race,  in 
which  Mr.  J.  C.  Friedburger’s  Margot  (owner)  was  the 
winner.  Mr.  A.  C.  Scrimgeour’s  The  Gentleman  (Col. 
Blacker)  was  second,  and  Mr.  A.  D.  S.  Murray's  Ginger 
(owner)  filled  the  other  place.  There  were  seven  runners 
in  the  Nomination  Race,  in  which  the  three  placed  horses 
were  Capt.  A.  Campbell’s  The  Lear  (owner),  Mr.  J.  C. 
Friedburger's  Johnny- Go-Lightly  (owner)  and  Mr.  H.  C. 
Clark's  Everlasting  II  (Mr.  Dalgetty)  in  the  order  given. 
Nine  faced  the  starter  in  the  Heavyweight  Race.  Mr.  J. 
Stevens's  Pogo  (Mr.  J.  C.  Friedburger)  was  first.  Then 
came  Capt.  C.  M.  Lister's  Knight  of  Gael  (Mr.  Miers),  and 
Mr.  H.  W.  Selby  Lowndes’s  Biddy  (Col.  Blacker)  was 
third. 

Joining  the  East  Kent  country  is  the  Tickham,  a  two 
days  a  week  country,  in  which  the  names  of  Rigden,  Knatch- 
bull  and  Dawes  frequently  appear  in  the  list  of  masters. 
Men  whose  memories  take  them  back  to  the  'sixties  and 
'seventies  can  recall  the  fatal  accident  which  happened  to 
Mr.  W.  Rigden,  then  joint  master  with  Mr.  W.  Hall,  fifty- 
two  years  ago,  when  he  was  seventy-nine  years  old. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Dawes  and  Lord  Harris  were  joint  masters 
from  1910  to  1914.  Then  Lord  Harris  dropped  out  and 
Mr.  Charles  Rigden  took  his  place.  This  partnership 
lasted  one  season,  and  then  Mr.  W.  C.  Dawes  retired  and 
Mr.  Charles  Rigden  went  on  single-handed  for  six  seasons. 
On  Mr.  Charles  Rigden 's  retirement,  in  1921,  Capt. 
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Edwyn  S.  Dawes  took  hold  for  a  season,  and  on  his  retire¬ 
ment  Mr.  Arthur  L.  Mercer  of  Norten  Court  was  appointed. 
It  should  have  been  said  that  immediately  on  the  outbreak 
of  the  war  Mr.  Charles  Rigden  joined  the  colours. 

The  point-to-point  meeting  of  1920  took  place  at  Copes’s 
Farm,  Frinstead,  on  April  21st.  In  the  Lightweight  Race 
Mr.  T.  Body’s  Camouflage  (owner)  was  first,  with  Lord 
Harris’s  Honour  Bright  (Capt.  Sherbrooke)  and  Mrs. 
Dawes’s  Handy  Andy  (Capt.  Dawes)  occupying  the  other 
places.  In  the  Nomination  Race  Mr.  S.  Wang’s  Friar  Tuck 
(Mr.  Stanley)  was  the  winner,  with  Mr.  G.  M.  Davidson’s 
Cauld  Kale  (owner)  and  Mr.  A.  Flordern’s  Sandstorm  (Mr. 
Blacker)  filling  the  other  places.  In  the  Naval  and  Military 
Race  Major  T.  C.  Petherick’s  Tregeagle  (owner)  was  the 
winner,  with  Capt.  S.  Dawes’s  Sunshine  Girl  (Mr.  Blacker) 
second  and  Major  Borill’s  Disaster  (owner)  third. 

In  1921  the  meeting  was  held  at  Frinstead  on  March  30th. 
In  the  Lightweight  Race  Mr.  W.  R.  Farmer’s  Bones  (Mr. 
Vallance)  was  first,  with  Mr.  J.  Wicking’s  Pussyfoot  (Mr.  W. 
Knowles)  and  Mr.  S.  Dawes’s  Tiny  (owner)  following  in 
the  above  order.  In  the  Nomination  Race  Mr.  A.  Bean’s 
Knight  of  Scholl  (Mr.  Stanley)  finished  alone.  In  the 
Heavyweight  Race  Mr.  S.  Dawes’s  Handy  Andy  (owner) 
was  first,  Mr.  A.  Hinge’s  Primrose  (Capt.  Croak)  being  the 
only  other  to  finish.  In  the  Adjoining  Hunts  Race  Mr.  A. 
Bean’s  Knight  of  Scholl  (Mr.  Stanley)  was  first,  the  other 
places  being  filled  by  Mr.  T.  H.  Body’s  Camouflage  (owner) 
and  Mr.  G.  Knight’s  The  Falcon  (Mr.  W.  Knight)  in  the 
order  named. 

The  meeting  of  1922  took  place  at  Snoad  Street,  Throwley, 
on  March  30th.  Mr.  E.  S.  Dawes’s  Nighthawk  (owner) 
headed  the  six  runners  in  the  Lightweight  Race,  with  Mr. 
C.  L.  Godson’s  Mayfly  (Mr.  Dalgetty)  second  and  Mr.  P. 
Hickman’s  Mercury  (Capt.  Blacker)  third.  Twelve  faced 
the  starter  in  the  Nomination  Race,  and  Mr.  F.  C.  Gillard’s 
Bridgewood  (Mr.  Champney)  was  first.  Then  came  Mr. 
T.  H.  Body’s  Camouflage  II  (owner),  and  the  third  place  was 
filled  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Wood’s  Portland  Star  (Mr.  Stanley). 
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In  the  Adjoining  Hunts  Race  there  were  nine  runners. 
Mr.  O.  E.  Stanley’s  Some  Lass  (owner)  was  the  winner, 
Mr.  W.  Day’s  Rufus  (owner)  was  second  and  Capt.  Cronk’s 
Huntsman  (Mr.  Dalgetty)  was  third.  Nine  also  went  to 
the  post  for  the  Heavyweight  Race.  Lord  Harris’s  His 
Honour  (Capt.  Blacker)  was  first.  Then  came  Mr.  A. 
Hinge’s  Primrose  (Capt.  Cronk),  and  Mr.  S.  Dawes’s  Henry 
(Mr.  Dalgetty)  was  third. 

The  meeting  of  1923  took  place  at  Frinstead  on  March 
28th.  Mr.  P.  Hickman’s  Mercury  (Mr.  Pilcher)  was 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  half-dozen  runners  in  the  Light¬ 
weight  Race,  with  Capt.  Dawes’s  Fanaghan  (owner)  second 
and  Mrs.  Strickland’s  Leisel  (owner)  third.  Nine  went  to 
the  post  for  the  Nomination  Race.  Mr.  J.  Wood’s  Portland 
Star  (Col.  Blacker)  was  the  winner.  Then  came  Mr.  T.  H. 
Body’s  Camouflage  II  (owner),  with  Mr.  A.  C.  Clark’s 
Everlasting  II  (Mr.  Dalgetty)  third.  In  the  Heavyweight 
Race  nine  horses  went  to  the  post.  Lord  Harris  won  with 
His  Honour  (Capt.  Sherbrooke).  Mr.  J.  Boake’s  John 
(owner)  was  second  and  Capt.  Dawes’s  Dane  John  (owner) 
was  third. 

There  is  perhaps  no  more  interesting  hunt  in  England 
than  the  West  Kent,  for  the  famous  John  Warde  hunted 
much  of  it  from  Westerham,  and  then  the  Dykes  hunted  a 
portion  of  it  for  two  or  three  generations.  Sir  William 
Austin  was  master  in  1914,  but  he  went  to  the  front  and  the 
country  was  vacant  in  1915.  A  committee  was  then  ap¬ 
pointed  and  carried  the  country  on  till  the  end  of  the 
season  1922-23,  Mr.  W.  M.  Brydon  undertaking  the  duties 
of  master.  In  1923  Miss  Kathleen  Styles  undertook  the 
duties  of  master. 

On  April  14th,  1920,  the  point-to-point  meeting  was  held 
at  St.  Edith’s,  Kemsing.  In  the  Lightweight  Race  Mr. 
R.  J.  Arnold’s  Shakewind  (Mr.  W.  G.  Heath)  was  first, 
with  Mr.  John  C.  Beadle’s  Sam  (Mr.  George  Chancellor) 
second — the  only  one  that  finished  bar  the  winner.  In  the 
Adjoining  Hunts  Race  Lieut.  Stewart’s  Valentine  (owner) 
was  first,  with  Mr.  S.  Marsh’s  Handley  Page,  the  only  other 
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that  finished,  second.  Another  Adjoining  Hunts  Race  was 
won  by  Lieut.  E.  W.  G.  Heath’s  Portland  Star  (owner), 
with  Mr.  J.  Young’s  Eager  Heart  (Mr.  R.  Dark)  second 
and  Mr.  C.  Leveson-Gower’s  Curiosity  III  (owner)  third. 
In  the  Heavyweight  Race  Mr.  W.  M.  Cazalet’s  Starlight 
(Mr.  R.  Dark)  was  first.  Second  place  was  taken  by  Mr. 
J.  G.  L.  Smith’s  Pat  (Capt.  W.  D.  Cronk),  and  Mr.  A.  Blair 

D.  Cochrane’s  Lassenby  (owner)  was  third.  The  Ladies’ 
Purse  Race  was  won  by  Mr.  J.  Day’s  Sunshine  II  (Mr. 
G.  W.  Day),  with  Mr.  O.  E.  Stanley’s  Blazer  (owner),  the 
only  other  that  finished,  second. 

In  1921  the  meeting  was  held  at  St.  Edith’s,  Kemsing,  on 
April  5th.  The  seven  runners  in  the  Lightweight  Race  were 
headed  by  Mr.  G.  M.  Davidson’s  Cauld  Kale  (owner),  with 
Major  R.  A.  Arnold’s  Shakewind  (Mr.  W.  G.  Heath)  and 
Mr.  Hinge’s  Kangaroo  (owner)  second  and  third.  Six  went 
to  the  post  for  the  Adjoining  Hunts  Race.  Mr.  A.  Hinge’s 
Primrose  (Capt.  W.  D.  Cronk)  was  first,  with  Mrs.  Rash- 
leigh’s  Beacon  II  (Capt.  J.  H.  Marshall)  second  and  Mr. 
R.  O.  Peat’s  Shant  Be  Long  (owner)  third.  The  Garrison 
Stakes  Race  had  ten  runners.  The  winner  was  Capt.  F. 
Barry’s  Wiley  (owner).  Mr.  G.  W.  Heath’s  Half-a-Crown 
(owner)  was  second  and  Capt.  R.  Neville’s  Kayenne  (owner) 
was  third.  In  the  Heavyweight  Race  seven  horses  faced 
the  starter.  Mr.  W.  M.  Cazalet’s  Harlequin  (Mr.  R.  Dark) 
was  first,  with  Mr.  G.  M.  Davidson’s  Mick  II  (owner)  and 
Mr.  J.  L.  Smith’s  Pat  (Capt.  W.  D.  Cronk)  second  and  third. 

In  1922  the  meeting  was  held  at  Yaldham  on  April  5th. 
Only  five  faced  the  starter  in  the  Lightweight  Race,  and  Mr. 
G.  W.  Davidson’s  Cauld  Kale  (owner)  repeated  his  last 
year’s  victory.  Mr.  W.  M.  Cazalet’s  Starlight  (Mr.  R. 
Dark)  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Woods’s  Portland  Star  (Mr.  O.  E. 
Stanley)  filled  the  other  places.  There  was  a  good  field  of 
ten  for  the  Adjoining  Hunts  Race,  wThich  was  won  by  Capt. 

E.  S.  Dawes’s  Night  Hawk  (owner).  Major  A.  C.  Wilson’s 
Shimmy  (owner)  was  second,  and  Mr.  C.  E.  Boosey’s  The 
Bloke  (owner)  took  the  other  place.  In  the  Heavyweight 
Race  five  faced  the  starter.  Mr.  V/.  M.  Cazalet’s  Leconfield 
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(Capt.  W.  D.  Cronk)  was  first,  with  Col.  E.  J.  Previte’s 
Peter  (Mr.  D.  Previte)  second  and  Mr.  J.  G.  L.  Smith’s  Pat 
(Mr.  Cochrane)  third.  The  field  of  the  day  went  to  the 
post  for  the  Woolwich  Team  Race,  no  fewer  than  sixteen 
facing  the  starter.  Mr.  W.  G.  E.  Heath’s  Kayenne  (owner) 
was  the  winner,  the  other  places  being  filled  by  Major  F.  C. 
Chaytor’s  Switchback  (owner)  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Stopford’s 
Kitty  (owner). 

In  1923  the  meeting  took  place  at  Lower  St.  Clere, 
Kemsing,  on  April  18th.  The  Lightweight  Race  had  five 
runners.  Mr.  J.  W.  Wood’s  Way  Out  (Mr.  O.  E.  Stanley) 
was  the  winner,  the  other  places  being  filled  by  Mr.  C.  Field’s 
Littlemore  (Mr.  C.  Garlant)  and  Mr.  W.  Nash’s  Joshua 
(owner),  who  finished  in  the  order  named.  Nine  horses 
faced  the  starter  for  the  Adjacent  Hunts  Race,  which  was 
won  by  Mr.  Alan  F.  Druce’s  Flapper  (owner).  Mr.  J.  C. 
Friedburger’s  Johnny- Go-Lightly  (owner)  was  second  and 
Capt.  F.  Richard’s  Jimmy  Boy  (owner)  was  third.  Four 
went  to  the  post  for  the  Fleavy weight  Race,  and  Mrs.  C.  L. 
Fox’s  Brampton  (Mr.  G.  M.  Davidson)  and  Col.  E.  J. 
Previte ’s  Peter,  the  only  two  that  got  the  course,  were  first 
and  second.  As  was  the  case  in  the  previous  year,  the 
Woolwich  Team  Race  brought  out  the  field  of  the  day, 
sixteen  again  facing  the  starter.  Mr.  J.  M.  Abbott’s  Wild 
Fox  V  (Mr.  G.  C.  Gray)  was  the  winner.  Then  came  Mr. 
J.  P.  Whiteley’s  Jill  (owner),  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Spurrier’s  Rum 
Punch  (owner)  was  third. 

The  Old  Surrey  and  Burstow  countries  have  under¬ 
gone  some  important  changes  during  the  past  ten  years. 
The  year  1914  was  the  last  that  these  two  hunts  had  a  separ¬ 
ate  existence.  Major  C.  Leveson- Gower  was  master  of  the 
Old  Surrey  from  1910  down  to  the  date  of  the  amalgama¬ 
tion  of  the  two  hunts.  In  1915  he  joined  with  Mr.  Hubert 
F.  Sturdy,  and  the  two  hunts  were  amalgamated.  Then,  at 
the  end  of  three  years,  Mr.  Sturdy  retired,  and  Major 
Leveson- Gower  carried  on  for  a  couple  of  seasons  single- 
handed.  He  was  then  joined  by  Major  Guy  Larnach- 
Nevill  of  Brambletys.  At  the  end  of  the  season  1922-23 
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they  retired,  and  were  succeeded  by  Mr.  Douglas  Benson 
and  General  A.  D.  Musgrave,  D.S.O. 

The  point-to-point  meeting  of  1920  took  place  at  Eden- 
bridge  on  April  10th.  In  the  Lightweight  Race  Capt.  Cecil 
Leveson- Gower’s  Curiosity  II  (owner)  was  first,  with  Mr. 
Oswald  Cloudsley’s  Kitty  (owner)  second  and  Mr.  F.  E. 
Good’s  Club  (Mr.  R.  F.  Good)  third.  In  the  Heavyweight 
Race  Mr.  S.  Marsh’s  Handley  Page  (owner),  who  had  shown 
good  form  on  more  than  one  occasion,  was  the  winner.  Mr. 
D.  G.  A.  Reid’s  Lion  (owner)  and  Capt.  G.  Larnach- 
Nevill’s  Campion  (owner)  were  second  and  third.  In  the 
Nomination  Race  Capt.  Cecil  Leveson- Gower  was  again 
successful,  winning  on  his  own  horse,  Poor  Jack.  Capt. 

A.  O.  J.  Hope’s  Blackwatch  II  (owner)  was  second  and  Capt. 

B.  M.  Hudson’s  War  Bonus  (owner)  was  third. 

In  1921  the  meeting  was  held  at  Harboro  Farm,  Eden- 
bridge,  Kent,  on  April  8th.  In  the  Lightweight  Race 
fourteen  runners  faced  the  starter.  Major  G.  C.  Leveson- 
Gower’s  The  Nun  II  (Mr.  A.  F.  Druce)  was  the  winner, 
with  Mr.  B.  Lemon’s  Patsey  (owner)  and  Mr.  F.  E.  Goad’s 
Capella  II  (Mr.  R.  F.  Goad)  filling  the  other  places  in  the 
order  named.  In  the  Heavyweight  Race  there  were  only 
four  starters  Mr.  T.  Benson’s  White  Star  (owner),  Major 
G.  Larnach-Nevill’s  Surprise  (Mr.  S.  Marsh)  and  Major 
G.  Larnach-Nevill’s  Campion  II  (owner)  finishing  in  the 
order  given.  In  the  Adjoining  Hunts  Race  a  dozen  went 
to  the  post.  Mr.  B.  Lemon’s  Patsey  (owner)  was  first,  with 
Mr.  S.  D.  Wang’s  Friar  Tuck  (Mr.  O.  E.  Stanley)  second 
and  Capt.  Cecil  Leveson- Gower’s  Poor  Jack  (Mr.  H. 
Marsh)  third.  Mr.  Lemon’s  Patsey  had  a  hard  day  of  it, 
and  his  performance  was  a  very  good  one. 

In  1922  the  meeting  was  held  at  Crouch  House  Farm, 
Edenbridge.  Only  four  horses  went  to  the  post  for  the 
Lightweight  Race.  Mr.  B.  Lemon’s  Patsey  V  (owner) 
was  first,  with  Miss  Heasman’s  The  Hummer  (Mr.  R. 
Henton)  and  Mr.  A.  F.  Druce’s  Flapper  (owner)  filling  the 
other  places.  A  good  field  of  ten  went  to  the  post  for  the 
Nomination  Race.  Mr.  T.  G.  Benson’s  Sequehart  (Mr.  S. 
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Marsh)  being  placed  at  the  head  of  them.  Col.  J.  H. 
Gibbon’s  Caradoc  II  was  second  and  Mr.  B.  Lemon’s 
Patsey  V  was  third.  In  the  Heavyweight  Race  five  went 
to  the  post.  Mr.  B.  Lemon’s  Bay  Rum  III  was  first,  and 
Mr.  C.  E.  Boosey’s  The  Bloke  (owner)  was  second,  these 
being  the  only  two  that  finished. 

The  1923  meeting  was  held  at  Crocich  House,  Eden- 
bridge,  on  April  7th.  Eleven  runners  faced  the  starter  in 
the  Lightweight  Race,  which  was  won  by  Mr.  B.  Lemon’s 
Patsy  V  (owner).  Mr.  A.  F.  Druce’s  Flapper  (owner)  was 
second  and  Mr.  J.  R.  Vitali’s  Wise  Maiden  (Mr.  F.  R. 
Vitali)  was  third.  Six  horses  went  to  the  post  in  the 
Adjacent  Hunts  Race.  Col.  J.  H.  Gibbons’s  Gymnast  (Mr. 
G.  H.  Evans)  was  first,  Major  G.  Larnach-Nevill’s  The 
Rat  II  (Mr.  S.  Marsh)  and  Mr.  C.  G.  Austen’s  Soapy 
Sponge  (owner)  following  in  the  above  order.  The  Nomina¬ 
tion  Race  had  a  field  of  seven.  Col.  J.  H.  Gibbons’s  Caradoc 
II  (owner),  Mr.  C.  Leveson-Gower’s  Poor  Jack  (Mr.  G.  S. 
Poole)  and  Mr.  J.  P.  Whiteley’s  Gill  (Mr.  A.  F.  Todd) 
finished  in  the  foregoing  order.  In  the  Pleavy weight  Race 
nine  went  to  the  post.  Mr.  G.  M.  Burt’s  Tom  Thumb  (Mr. 
S.  Marsh)  was  the  winner,  with  Mr.  G.  S.  L.  Whitelaw’s 
Meltonian  (owner)  second  and  Col.  E.  J.  Previte’s  Peter 
(Mr.  D.  A.  Previte)  third. 

No  event  of  such  importance  as  the  amalgamation  of  two 
old  and  famous  hunts  enters  into  the  history  of  the  Old 
Surrey  and  Burstow’s  neighbour,  the  Surrey  Union,  and 
its  experiences  during  the  time  under  review  were  not  so 
harassing  as  was  the  case  with  some  hunts.  Mr.  A.  H. 
Tritton  had  been  master  one  season  when  the  trouble 
began,  and  four  years  later  he  retired.  He  was  succeeded 
in  1918  by  Mr.  H.  C.  Lee  Steere  of  Jayes  Park,  Ockley,  who 
carried  on  the  mastership  single-handed  for  four  seasons, 
when  he  was  joined  by  Mr.  C.  Heath  of  Holmwood  (1922). 

The  point-to-point  meeting  of  1921  was  held  at  Shell- 
wood  Manor,  near  Leigh,  on  April  16th.  In  the  Heavy¬ 
weight  Race  Mr.  A.  J.  William’s  Dorking  (Mr.  H.  Ether- 
ington)  was  the  only  one  to  finish.  In  the  Lightweight 
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Race  Mr.  E.  W.  FI.  Ritchie’s  Robert  Halledan  (Mr.  E. 
Pinker)  was  the  winner,  with  Capt.  B.  M.  Hudson’s  War 
Bonus  (owner)  and  Mr.  A.  E.  Berry’s  Follow  Me  II  (Mr. 
N.  C.  P.  Howard)  following  in  the  above  order.  In  the 
Nomination  Race  Mr.  B.  B.  Lemon’s  Patsey  was  first. 
Mr.  H.  Field’s  Hard  Times  (Dr.  Jukes)  was  second  and 
Mr.  W.  S.  Lerwell’s  Jim  II  (Mr.  G.  Elliott)  was  third. 

No  meeting  appears  to  have  been  held  in  1922,  but  in 
1923  a  meeting  was  held  at  Leigh,  near  Reigate,  on  March 
24th.  Only  three  went  to  the  post  for  the  Heavyweight 
Race,  and  of  these  one  failed  to  finish.  Mr.  L.  G.  Moir’s 
Jack  (owner)  was  first,  with  Mr.  H.  C.  Lee  Steere’s  Paladin 
(Mr.  C.  B.  Lee  Steere)  second.  There  were  seven  runners 
in  the  Lightweight  Race,  and  again  only  two  got  the 
course.  Capt.  B.  Hudson’s  His  Lordship  II  (owner)  was 
first,  with  Mr.  N.  J.  Gordon  Clark’s  Kitty  (owner)  second. 
In  the  Nomination  Race  five  went  to  the  post.  Mr.  S. 
Lerwell’s  Jim  II  (Mr.  F.  Lerwell)  was  the  winner.  Mr. 
J.  R.  Vitali’s  Wise  Maiden  (Mr.  S.  Marsh)  was  second  and 
Miss  Aldercron’s  Stonechat  (Mr.  Henton)  was  third. 

The  first  year  of  the  war  saw  Mr.  F.  McA.  Shepherd 
appointed  master  of  the  Chiddingfold.  Mr.  McA. 
Shepherd  was  one  of  the  early  lot  of  masters  of  hounds  to 
join  up,  and  in  1915  Major  Earl  Winterton,  M.P.,  was 
appointed  master.  He  remained  in  office  till  the  end  of  the 
season  1921-22,  and  was  then  succeeded  by  Mr.  Francis 
Barlow  of  Furnace  Place,  Haslemere. 

A  handsome  testimonial  was  presented  to  Admiral  Sir 
George  Atkinson  Willes  on  his  retirement  from  the  master¬ 
ship  in  1914.  This  took  the  form  of  a  silver  model  of  a 
hunter  and  a  silver  salver. 

The  point-to-point  meeting  of  1920  was  held  at  High 
Loxley  on  April  17th.  In  the  Lightweight  Race  Miss 
Gammell’s  Yankee  Boy  (Major  M.  Nevill)  was  first  and 
Mr.  C.  C.  Naumann’s  Ginger  (owner)  was  second,  these 
being  the  only  two  to  finish.  In  the  Nomination  Race 
Gen.  H.  C.  Jackson’s  Napoleon  (owner)  was  the  winner,  with 
Mr.  E.  H»  Gage’s  Connatory  second  and  Mr.  G.  H.  N. 
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Todd’s  Maud  Allan  (owner)  third.  In  the  Heavyweight 
Race  Sir  Keith  Price’s  Federation  (General  H.  C.  Jackson) 
was  the  only  one  that  finished.  In  the  Adjoining  Hunts 
Race  Mr.  Sidney  Lerwell’s  Jim  (Mr.  F.  Lerwell)  was  the 
winner,  with  Capt.  S.  T.  William’s  Gallant  (owner)  second 
and  Capt.  K.  Lindsay  Stewart’s  Lovely  Morning  (owner) 
third. 

No  meeting  appears  to  have  been  held  in  1921,  but  on 
April  22nd,  1922,  the  meeting  was  held  at  High  Loxley 
Farm,  Dansfold.  Twelve  horses  faced  the  starter  in  the 
Lightweight  Race,  which  was  won  by  Major  R.  Houston’s 
Marcham  (owner).  Mr.  E.  A.  Henson’s  Robert  (owner) 
was  second  and  Miss  Cammell’s  Yankee  Boy  (Major  M. 
Nevill)  was  third.  In  the  Adjoining  Hunts  Race  an 
exceptionally  large  field  went  to  the  post,  no  fewer  than 
eighteen  facing  the  starter.  Mr.  Oliver  Dixon’s  Gunboy 
(Capt.  P.  J.  C.  Honner)  was  first,  with  Capt.  W.  Goode’s 
Bubble  III  (Mr.  F.  Grantham)  and  Mr.  Sidney  Lerwell’s 
Jim  II  (Mr.  F.  Worrall)  filling  the  other  places.  Ten  went 
to  the  post  for  the  Heavyweight  Race.  General  F.  C. 
Lingbourne’s  Rosemary  (owner)  was  first,  with  Major  R. 
Houston’s  Kelly  (owner)  second  and  Mr.  E.  G.  Mac- 
Andrew’s  Tiffield  Girl  (owner)  third.  A  field  of  eleven 
faced  the  starter  in  the  Nomination  Race  and  Col.  J.  H. 
Gibbons’s  Caradoc  II  (owner)  was  the  winner.  Major  F. 
Cavendish  Bentinck’s  Rowan  Berry  (owner)  was  second 
and  Mr.  Oliver  Dixon’s  Flying  Prospect  (Capt.  P.  J.  C. 
Honner)  was  third.  There  was  no  meeting  in  1923. 

Lord  Leconfield’s  country  has  some  romantic  associa¬ 
tions.  Lord  Egremont  kept  hounds  there,  and  when  he 
retired  gave  them  to  the  Duke  of  Richmond.  The  present 
Lord  Leconfield,  who  is  the  third  of  the  title  to  hunt  the 
country,  succeeded  to  the  mastership  in  1901,  and  has 
hunted  the  country  ever  since,  hunting  his  own  hounds. 

Col.  Godman  and  Mr.  R.  W.  McKergow  undertook  the 
mastership  of  the  Crawley  and  Horsham  Hounds  in  1913, 
and  their  partnership  lasted  for  three  years.  Then,  in  1916, 
a  committee  was  appointed,  which  remained  in  office  till  the 


202  FOX-HUNTING  IN  THE  TWENTIETH  CENTURY 


end  of  the  season  1918-19,  when  Col.  R.  W.  McKergow, 

O. B.E.,  was  appointed  master. 

In  1920  a  notable  presentation  was  made  to  George  Dean, 
who  had  been  whipper-in  for  twenty-eight  seasons.  He 
was  obliged  to  give  up  his  profession  owing  to  deafness,  and 
his  long  and  faithful  service  was  duly  recognised  by  the 
members  and  friends  of  the  hunt,  from  whom  he  received 
a  testimonial,  consisting  of  a  cheque,  value  £598,  and  a 
large  photograph  of  the  hounds  and  the  hunt  staff. 

In  1920  the  point-to-point  races  were  held  on  April  8th 
at  Perrylands.  In  the  Members’  Lightweight  Race  Major 
J.  H.  Carlisle’s  Polly  Dear  (Mr.  Lumsden)  was  first.  Then 
came  Mr.  H.  Field’s  Parde  (Mr.  H.  D.  Pott),  and  Mr.  H. 
Field’s  Prudence  (Mr.  Findlay)  took  the  third  place.  In 
the  Nomination  Race  Mr.  P.  P.  S.  Pratt’s  Marron  Glace 
(owner)  was  the  winner,  with  Mr.  H.  E.  Cubitt’s  Bully 
Hardy  (Mr.  J.  Calvert)  second,  these  being  the  only  two  to 
finish.  In  the  Members’  Welter  Race  Mr.  J.  F.  Colvin’s 
Paleface  (owner)  was  the  winner,  with  Mr.  R.  C.  Cubitt’s 
Cinder  (owner)  and  Mr.  H.  Field’s  Bath  Oliver  (Major  E. 
Pott)  filling  the  other  places  in  the  order  named. 

In  1921  the  meeting  was  held  at  Perrylands,  Dial  Post, 
on  March  31st.  In  the  Lightweight  Race  there  were 
seven  runners.  Mr.  T.  M.  Davies’s  Penruddock  (Col. 
Watson)  was  the  winner,  Capt.  Lindsay  Stewart’s  Lively 
Morning  (owner)  and  Mrs.  Hackett’s  Stella  II  (Mr. 
Blackston)  following  in  the  order  named.  Eight  horses 
went  to  the  post  in  the  Nomination  Race,  which  was  won 
by  Mr.  W.  S.  Lerwell’s  Jim  III  (Mr.  F.  Lerwill),  second 
place  going  to  Col.  J.  H.  Gibbons’s  Caradoc  II  (owner), 
with  Mr.  P.  V.  Williams’s  Pilot  (owner)  third.  There  were 
five  runners  in  the  Welter  Race,  in  which  Mr.  Harold 
Field’s  Hard  Times  (Mr.  F.  A.  Juckes)  was  first,  the  other 
places  being  filled  by  Sir  Merrik  R.  Burrell’s  Pullingham 
(Col.  Watson)  and  Mr.  P.  R.  L.  Savili’s  Elkington  (Mr. 

P.  V.  Williams)  in  the  order  named. 

In  1922  the  meeting  was  held  at  Dial  Post  on  April  20th. 
Ten  horses  went  to  the  post  for  the  Lightweight  Race. 
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Major  G.  H.  Loker’s  Blackheath  (owner)  was  the  winner, 
with  Capt.  P.  Lawson  Johnston’s  Peter  III  (owner)  second 
and  Mr.  P.  R.  L.  Savili’s  Elkington  (Major  K.  Parbury) 
third.  In  the  Nomination  Race  there  were  six  runners.  Mr. 
H.  Field’s  Macheath  (Mr.  Gilbey)  was  first,  the  other  places 
being  filled  by  Mr.  E.  H.  Gage’s  Connatory  (owner)  and 
Mr.  W.  S.  Lerwell’s  Jim  II  (Capt.  Worrall)  in  the  foregoing 
order.  The  Members’  Welter  Race  had  four  runners. 
Lady  Burrell’s  Pullingham  (Col.  J.  H.  Gibbon)  was  first, 
with  Mr.  L.  Williams’s  Raj  (owner)  second  and  Major  K. 
Parbury ’s  Risala  (owner)  third.  Six  horses  faced  the  starter 
in  the  Subscribers’  Race,  in  which  Mr.  H.  Field’s  Early 
Dawn  (Mr.  F.  A.  Juckes)  was  first.  Then  came  Mr. 
Grantham’s  Mechanic  (owner),  and  Mr.  P.  P.  S.  Pratt’s 
Marron  Glace  (owner)  was  third. 

The  1923  meeting  was  also  held  at  Dial  Post,  the  date 
being  April  17th.  In  a  field  of  six  runners  in  the  Light¬ 
weight  Race  Mr.  H.  Lintott’s  Cast  Iron  (Mr.  F.  A.  Juckes) 
was  the  winner,  with  Mr.  R.  Plermon’s  Good  Hope  (Mr. 
G.  H.  Poole)  and  Mrs.  S.  Kaye’s  Reserve  (Mr.  F.  Worrall) 
second  and  third.  In  the  Nomination  Race  there  were 
seven  runners,  Col.  J.  H.  Gibbons’s  Caradoc  II  (owner) 
taking  first  place,  with  Col.  S.  Lofthouse’s  Cuckmere  Lad 
(owner)  and  Mr.  O.  H.  Gilbey ’s  Karaburu  (owner)  following 
in  the  above  order.  Four  went  to  the  post  in  the  Welter 
Race,  which  was  won  by  Mr.  P.  R.  L.  Savill’s  Elkington 
(Mr.  F.  A.  Juckes),  Mr.  K.  Lindsay  Stewart’s  Madeline 
(owner)  was  second  and  Sir  G.  Gorringe’s  Wood  Pigeon 
(owner)  was  third.  The  Subscribers’  Race  also  brought 
four  to  the  post.  Mr.  E.  H.  Stocker’s  Fruity  (Mr.  F.  A. 
Juckes)  was  the  winner,  with  Mr.  N.  Alvarez’  Springwell 
(Mr.  T.  Grantham)  second,  these  being  the  only  two  that 
finished. 

The  Eridge  is  one  of  those  happy  hunts  which  has  not 
much  history.  Prior  to  1870  the  country  was  hunted  by 
the  West  Kent,  but  in  that  year  it  became  a  separate  hunt 
and  was  known  as  the  West  Kent  Woodland.  In  1880  Lord 
George  Nevill  became  master,  and  since  then  the  country 
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has  been  known  as  the  Eridge.  Lord  Henry  Nevill  has 
been  master  since  1893. 

Mr.  C.  B.  Kidd  was  master  of  the  Southdown  during  the 
season  1913-14,  but  immediately  on  the  declaration  of  war 
he  joined  the  colours.  A  committee  was  then  appointed, 
with  Mr.  F.  Moffatt  Smith  as  acting-master.  This  arrange¬ 
ment  lasted  till  1919,  when  the  committee  resigned  and  Mr. 
F.  Moffatt  Smith  was  duly  appointed  as  master,  so  that  he 
has  now  (1924)  practically  had  the  management  of  the  hunt 
in  the  field  for  ten  years. 

The  Southdown  Point-to-Point  Meeting  was  held  at  Park 
Farm,  Ringmer,  on  April  28th,  1920.  In  the  Lightweight 
Race  only  two  finished,  viz.  Capt.  A.  Hope’s  Blackwatch  II 
(owner)  and  Major  J.  C.  Brand’s  Buckingham  II  (owner), 
who  finished  in  the  order  named.  In  the  Heavyweight 
Race  Major  H.  W.  Huggins’s  Yeller  (owner)  and  Mr.  R. 
Mann’s  Conveyance  II  were  first  and  second — the  only 
two  to  finish.  In  the  Military  Hunters’  Race  Col.  J.  H. 
Gibbons’s  Caradoc  II  (owner)  was  again  a  winner,  Mr. 
C.  L.  Huggins’s  Spring  Morn  (owner)  and  Mr.  Delaforce’s 
Mary  filling  the  other  places.  In  the  M.F.H.  Nomination 
Race  Mr.  S.  D.  Wang’s  Friar  Tuck  (owner)  was  the  winner, 
with  Mr.  S.  Marsh’s  Bonnie  Speedwell  (owner)  second  and 
Mr.  J.  Graeme  Thompson’s  Belle  Fleet  (owner)  third.  In 
the  United  Hunts  Race  Mr.  C.  Leveson-Gower’s  Poor  Jack 
(owner)  was  the  winner,  with  Mr.  J.  Gosden’s  Cracks¬ 
man  II  (Mr.  Dudney)  second  and  Mr.  John  Young’s  Eager 
Heart  third.  So  far  as  can  be  made  out  there  does  not  seem 
to  have  been  any  meetings  held  in  1921-22  or  1923. 

The  East  Sussex  had  been  under  the  rule  of  Mr.  T.  K. 
Stapley  for  a  couple  of  seasons  when  the  war  broke  out,  and 
during  the  war  and  up  to  1921  he  continued  at  the  head  of 
affairs.  At  the  end  of  the  season  1920-21  he  retired,  and 
was  succeeded  by  Lieut.-Comdr.  H.  G.  Egerton,  R.N.  In 
this  year  the  hunt  sustained  a  heavy  loss  by  the  death  of 
Lord  Brassey,  who  had  been  joint  master  with  Mr.  C.  A. 
Egerton  from  1899  to  1902.  Lord  Brassey  was  a  keen 
sportsman  and  was  a  good  supporter  of  the  hunt. 
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Mr.  R.  H.  Gosling  had  carried  the  horn  for  fourteen 
seasons  in  the  Garth  country  when  the  trouble  began. 
Mr.  R.  H.  Gosling’s  mastership  was  in  itself  a  remarkable 
one,  and  though  much  of  it  took  place  before  the  period 
specially  treated  in  these  pages,  there  were  certain  incidents 
in  connexion  with  it  to  which  reference  should  be  made. 

It  is  ancient  history  that  when  Queen  Victoria  died  King 
Edward  gave  up  the  Royal  Buckhounds  and  that  he  had  a 
wish  to  become  master  of  the  Garth  Foxhounds,  from  which 
Mr.  Garth  was  retiring  after  a  mastership  of  half  a  century. 
But  the  farmers  in  the  country  made  rather  a  big  outcry 
about  the  abandonment  of  stag-hunting,  so  finally  His 
Majesty  withdrew  from  the  negotiations  and  Mr.  Gosling 
took  office,  the  country  then  becoming  known  as  the  Garth. 
Mr.  Gosling  was  a  very  enthusiastic  hound-breeder,  as 
was  his  predecessor,  and  he  used  the  Puckeridge,  Craven, 
Cottesmore  and  Cheshire  kennels  extensively.  Mr.  Gosling 
held  office  till  the  end  of  the  season  1918-19,  when  he  was 
succeeded  by  Major  L.  A.  Jackson,  who  was  in  office  three 
seasons.  He  was  succeeded  in  1922  by  Major  H.  R. 
Cayzer  of  Tylney  Hall,  Rotherwick,  and  Capt.  H.  S. 
Chinnock  of  Denorben  Court,  Crookham,  Hants,  was 
appointed  deputy-master. 

In  1916  the  veteran  Joe  Lawrence,  who  had  been  hunts¬ 
man  since  1908,  and  who  had  been  thirty-eight  years  in 
Hunt  service,  resigned  his  place  of  huntsman,  and  his 
retirement  was  the  occasion  of  a  testimonial  being  presented 
to  him.  He  began  his  career  as  second  whipper-in  to  the 
Old  Berks  under  the  mastership  of  the  Earl  of  Craven, 
and  he  was  huntsman  to  the  Old  Berkshire  and  the  Oakley 
before  he  went  to  the  Garth.  The  testimonial  consisted 
of  a  cheque  for  ^332  and  a  book  of  subscribers’  names. 

Another  notable  presentation  took  place  not  long  after 
this.  Shortly  after  the  resignation  of  Mr.  R.  H.  Gosling  he 
was  presented  with  an  oil-painting  of  himself  on  horseback 
surrounded  by  a  lot  of  hounds.  The  artist  was  Mr.  H.  F. 
Lucas  Lucas  of  Rugby.  Mr.  Gosling’s  connexion  with  the 
Garth  Hunt  was  a  long  one,  for,  as  well  as  his  mastership  of 
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seventeen  years,  he  had  taken  a  prominent  part  in  the  affairs 
of  the  hunt  for  quite  as  long  a  period. 

In  the  October  of  1907,  five  years  after  his  retirement, 
Mr.  Thomas  Colleton  Garth  died  at  Haines  Hall,  Twyford, 
aged  eighty  years.  His  mastership,  as  has  already  been 
intimated,  was  a  remarkable  one,  and  calls  to  mind  many 
remarkable  masterships  which  were  contemporaneous  with 
it,  amongst  which  may  be  mentioned  those  of  Mr.  John 
Crozier,  Mr.  Robert  Watson,  Mr.  John  Lawrence,  Mr. 
George  Race,  Lord  Portman  and  Mr.  W.  de  Salis  Filgate. 

The  point-to-point  meeting  of  1920  took  place  at  the 
Remount  Depot,  Arborfield,  Berks,  on  March  30th.  The 
Lightweight  Race  was  won  by  Major  R.  R.  Grubb’s 
Anzac  III  (owner),  with  Mrs.  A.  Thompson’s  Pole  Star 
(Major  E.  Shackle)  and  Mr.  S.  A.  H.  Batten’s  Sandy 
(owner)  finishing  in  the  foregoing  order.  The  King’s  Royal 
Rifle  Corps  Race  was  won  by  Capt.  E.  McCabe’s  Nero 
(owner),  with  Col.  D.  Watson’s  Damaged  Goods  (owner) 
second  and  Major  Grattan-Bellew’s  Pot  Luck  (owner) 
third.  In  the  Heavyweight  Race  Capt.  T.  C.  Chilton’s 
Bob  was  the  winner,  Major  R.  R.  Grubb’s  Old  Kate 
(owner)  and  Major  Douglas  Scott’s  Orleans  (owner)  fol¬ 
lowing  in  the  above  order.  In  the  Nomination  Race  Col. 
Geoffrey  Brooke’s  Stanton  (owner)  was  first,  with  Mr.  T. 
Holland’s  The  Witch  (owner)  second  and  Mr.  K.  H. 
Palmer’s  Striker  (owner)  third.  The  R.M.C.  Race  was  won 
by  Mr.  R.  C.  H.  Jenkinson’s  Ethel  Lethelbruce  (owner), 
with  Mr.  K.  Alexander’s  Spark  (owner)  next  and  Mr.  C.  B. 
Harvey’s  Dandy  (owner)  taking  the  other  place. 

The  meeting  of  1921  was  held  at  the  same  place  on  March 
22nd.  Large  fields  were  a  distinguishing  feature  of  the 
meeting,  and  it  is  not  often  we  see  such  fields  at  a  point-to- 
point  meeting,  the  four  events,  excluding  the  Farmers’ 
Race,  bringing  no  fewer  than  sixty-one  horses  to  the  post. 
In  the  Lightweight  Race  nineteen  faced  the  starter,  and 
the  winner  turned  up  in  Madame  Lambert’s  Paddy  (Major 
Anderson).  Mr.  T.  Price’s  Bumps  (owner)  was  second 
and  Capt.  H.  C.  Eden’s  Cyrano  (owner)  was  third.  Four- 


THE  HISTORY  OF  TEN  YEARS  207 

teen  went  to  the  post  for  the  Nomination  Race,  which  was 
won  by  Capt.  Beckwith  Smith’s  Miss  Florence  (owner), 
Capt.  R.  R.  W.  Jackson’s  Altamont  (owner)  and  Mr.  E.  H. 
Gage’s  John  Gilpin  II  (Mr.  Cleeve)  following  in  the  above 
order.  Sixteen  runners  turned  out  for  the  Heavyweight 
Race,  in  which  Major  M.  C.  C.  Harrison’s  Crimson 
Rambler  VI  was  the  winner.  Mr.  T.  C.  Chilton’s  Bob 
(owner)  was  second  and  Mr.  E.  H.  Gage’s  Connatory 
(owner)  was  third.  The  R.M.C.  Race  had  a  field  of  a 
dozen.  Mr.  H.  Moorland’s  The  Ward  (owner)  was  first, 
with  Mr.  A.  H.  Ferguson’s  Rowland  (owner)  and  Mr.  A.  B. 
Thompson’s  Parson  (Mr.  A.  I.  C.  Cameron)  following  in 
the  above  order. 

The  1922  meeting  was  held  at  Ashridge  Farm,  near 
Wokingham,  on  March  23rd.  Large  entries  were  again  the 
rule,  and  the  four  races,  which  brought  sixty-one  horses  to 
the  post  in  the  previous  year,  now  brought  sixty-three. 
There  were  seventeen  runners  in  the  Lightweight  Race, 
at  the  head  of  which  was  placed  Col.  F.  W.  Ramsay’s  Jerry- 
Go-Nimble  (Capt.  A.  E.  Wright).  Major  F.  Anderson’s 
Glory  (owner)  was  second  and  Major  G.  F.  Franklyn’s 
Cinderella  II  (Lieut.  Molesworth)  was  third.  Thirteen  ran 
in  the  Nomination  Race,  the  winner  turning  up  in  Major 
C.  E.  T.  Swan’s  Majolica  (Major  F.  F.  Swan)  ;  Mr.  P. 
William’s  Pilot  (Lieut.  R.  V.  Williams)  and  Capt.  G.  R. 
Smallwood’s  Ardeen  (Capt.  Gill)  following  on  in  the  order 
named.  Thirteen  ran  in  the  Heavyweight  Race,  in  which 
Capt.  H.  C.  H.  Eden’s  Cyrano  (owner)  was  first.  Capt. 
W.  J.  Cornwallis’s  Tregeagle  (Capt.  J.  Dudgeon)  came 
next,  and  the  remaining  place  was  filled  by  Major  H. 
Charrington’s  Peggy  (owner).  The  R.M.C.  Race  had 
twenty  runners.  Mr.  H.  C.  Walford’s  Rocket  (owner)  won, 
with  Mr.  R.  C.  S.  Hodgson’s  Jack  (owner)  second,  and  Mr. 
A.  B.  Thompson’s  Tetrarch  (Mr.  D.  Miller)  was  third. 

The  meeting  of  1923  was  held  at  Cowfold  Farm,  Rother- 
wick,  on  March  21st.  The  R.M.C.  Race  was  cut  out, 
reducing  the  programme  to  three,  added  to  the  Farmers’ 
Race.  .But  again  good  fields  were  the  order  of  the  day,  and 
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the  three  events  brought  out  forty-four  runners.  Seventeen 
went  to  the  post  for  the  Lightweight  Race,  which  was  won 
by  Major  H.  Charrington’s  Magadi  (owner).  Capt.  A. 
Campbell’s  The  Lear  (owner)  and  Col.  R.  Osborne’s  Pax 
Vobis  (owner)  followed  in  the  above  order.  In  the  Nomina¬ 
tion  Race  sixteen  faced  the  starter.  Mr.  W.  J.  R.  Bedford’s 
Pippin  (owner)  was  first,  with  Major  Cayzer’s  Moving 
Picture  (Major  F.  Anderson)  second  and  Mr.  P.  V.  Williams’s 
Pilot  (Mr.  Lumsden)  third.  In  the  Heavyweight  Race 
there  was  a  field  of  eleven.  Mr.  J.  H.  Simond’s  Darktown 
(owner)  was  first,  with  Capt.  Rait-Kerr’s  White  Socks 
(owner)  and  Col.  Ramsay’s  Jerry-Go-Nimble  (owner)  filling 
the  other  places  in  the  order  named. 


CHAPTER  VI 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE,  OXFORDSHIRE,  BUCKINGHAMSHIRE, 

BERKSHIRE  AND  WILTSHIRE 

THE  history  of  the  Bicester  and  Warden  Hill 
Hunt,  since  the  commencement  of  the  century, 
has  not  known  many  changes.  Major  John  P. 
Heywood  Lonsdale,  D.S.O.,  took  office  in  the 
last  year  of  the  last  century,  and  he  held  on  for  twenty- 
three  years,  showing  fine  sport.  He  retired  in  1922,  and 
was  succeeded  by  Lord  Chesham. 

In  1921  the  point-to-point  meeting  was  held  at  Stratton 
Audley  on  March  20th.  Eight  horses  went  to  the  post  for 
the  Lightweight  Race,  which  fell  to  Col.  A.  C.  Little’s 
Solomon  (owner),  with  Mr.  T.  Perry’s  Artful  Fitz  (Capt.  O. 
Peel)  and  Capt.  P.  Fitzgerald’s  Chatterbox  (Capt.  Poole) 
second  and  third.  Only  four  started  in  the  Heavyweight 
Race,  which  was  won  by  Mr.  R.  K.  D.  Renton’s  Hamilton 
(owner).  Major  Morland’s  The  Poacher  (owner)  was 
second  and  Major  F.  W.  Gore  Langton’s  Red  Cloud  (Mr. 
L.  Jones)  was  third.  In  the  Adjoining  Hunts  Race  seven 
horses  faced  the  starter.  Mr.  F.  C.  Faulkner  Wood’s 
Master  Sims  (Mr.  L.  Jones)  was  first,  with  Mr.  Ian  Straker’s 
Remembrance  (owner)  second  and  Mr.  R.  Ingram’s 
Satanella  III  (Mr.  A.  F.  Renton)  third. 

The  meeting  in  1922  was  held  at  Upper  Boddington  on 
March  22nd.  The  Hunt  Subscribers’  Race  had  eight 
runners,  at  the  head  of  which  finished  H.R.H.  Prince  Henry’s 
Rathgarogue  (owner).  Col.  A.  C.  Little’s  Solomon  (Capt. 
H.  de  Trafford)  was  second  and  third  place  went  to  Mr. 
R.  Ussher’s  Lismore  (owner).  The  Adjoining  Hunts  Race 
had  a  field  of  six.  Col.  H.  Tomlinson’s  Waterfern  (owner) 
was  the  winner,  with  Sir  W.  Anstruther’s  Ladysmith  III 
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(owner)  second  and  Mr.  O.  K.  Gilbey’s  Karaburun  (owner) 
third. 

The  meeting  of  1923  was  held  at  Stratton  Audley, 
Bicester,  on  March  31st.  Nine  went  to  the  post  in  the 
Lightweight  Race,  at  the  head  of  which  was  placed  Mr. 
A.  Leslie  Wilson’s  Quick  Fire  (Capt.  Renton).  Capt.  G. 
Clark’s  Rob’s  Double  (owner)  filled  the  second  place  and 
Mr.  T.  Pearce’s  Grey  Mist  (owner)  was  third.  There  were 
five  runners  in  the  Heavyweight  Race,  in  which  Lord 
Chesham’s  Warbler  III  (owner)  was  first  and  Col.  A.  A. 
Soames’s  Woodpecker  (owner)  second,  these  being  the 
only  two  to  finish.  The  10th  Hussars  Lightweight  Race 
had  nine  runners.  Major  T.  Vaughan’s  Merrie  England 
(owner)  was  first,  with  Major  Fielden’s  Minister  (owner) 
and  Mr.  C.  B.  Harvey’s  Sheba  (owner)  following  in  the 
above  order.  There  were  only  two  runners  in  the  10th 
Hussars  Heavyweight  Race,  and  Capt.  I.  Guthrie’s  Wick¬ 
low  finished  alone.  In  the  Adjacent  Hunts  Race  there  were 
three  runners.  Col.  Little’s  Defiance  (Capt.  Renton)  was 
first,  Mr.  Colin  Burst’s  Knighthood  (owner)  was  second 
and  Capt.  Bowden  Smith’s  Brandy  Wine  (Mr.  C.  Davy) 
was  third. 

Brigadier- General  A.  D.  Miller — then  Col.  A.  D.  Miller 
— succeeded  Mr.  S.  A.  Fane  as  master  of  the  South 
Oxfordshire,  and  immediately  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war 
he  joined  the  colours,  and  the  hunt  was  carried  on,  in  his 
absence,  by  a  committee.  When  the  war  was  brought  to  a 
close  the  master  returned  a  Brigadier-General  with  the 
D.S.O.,  and  he  remained  in  office  till  the  end  of  the  season 
1919-20,  when  Mr.  Sydney  A.  Fane  and  Capt.  Samuel  E. 
Ashton  succeeded  him  as  joint  masters. 

The  point-to-point  meeting  of  1921  was  held  at  Chipping- 
hurst  on  March  16th.  In  the  Lightweight  Race  there  were 
six  starters.  Mr.  S.  A.  Fane’s  and  Capt.  S.  E.  Ashton’s 
Ginger  (Capt.  S.  E.  Ashton)  was  the  winner.  Mr.  G. 
Thompson’s  Honeymoon’s  Daughter  (Mr.  T.  Brown)  was 
second  and  General  Sir  R.  Fanshawe’s  Barbara  (Mr.  S.  L. 
Fanshawe)  was  third.  In  the  Oxford  and  Bucks  Light 
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Infantry  Regimental  Team  Race  there  were  a  dozen  went 
down  to  the  post.  Major  W.  Morland’s  The  Poacher 
(owner)  was  the  winner,  with  Mr.  R.  C.  Warren’s  Bangle 
(owner)  and  Capt.  Mead’s  Barishea  (owner)  second  and 
third.  In  the  Oxford  and  Bucks  Light  Infantry  Regimental 
Team  Race  (II)  there  were  nine  starters.  Major  Blewett’s 
Orman  (owner)  was  first,  with  Major  Morland’s  Moon 
Devil  (owner)  second  and  Mr.  J.  E.  H.  Nevill’s  Strath 
(owner)  third.  Seven  horses  faced  the  starter  in  the 
Heavyweight  Race.  Mr.  W.  H.  Gardiner’s  Chase  (owner) 
was  the  winner,  with  Mr.  H.  M.  Beaufoy’s  Abingdon 
(owner)  and  Mrs.  V.  M.  Adamson’s  Sunshine  (Mr.  W.  S. 
Wood)  following  in  the  order  named. 

The  meeting  of  1922  was  held  at  Lubberstown,  near 
Thame,  on  March  16th.  There  were  seven  runners  in  the 
Oxfordshire  and  Buckinghamshire  Light  Infantry  Race. 
Air-Commdr.  H.  R.  Brooke  Popham’s  Bishop  (owner)  was 
the  winner,  with  Major  R.  J.  Brett’s  Batsay  (Mr.  Neville) 
and  Col.  Earl  Fitzwilliam’s  Wolversight  (Major  Weatherby) 
following  in  the  above  order.  Six  went  to  the  post  for  the 
Hunt  Cup  Race.  Mr.  W.  H.  Gardiner’s  Postman  (owner) 
was  first,  with  Major  R.  N.  O’Connor’s  Nancy  (owner) 
second  and  Mr.  H.  Beaufoy’s  Limelight  (owner)  third. 
In  the  Adjoining  Hunts  Race  there  were  five  runners. 
Major  Beauchamp’s  Another  Dan  (Col.  Darnell)  was  first, 
with  Mr.  S.  A.  Fane’s  and  Capt.  E.  S.  Ashton’s  Drake 
(Capt.  Ashton)  second  and  Mrs.  Beaufoy’s  Harlequin  (Mr. 
Carr)  third. 

In  1923  the  meeting  was  held  near  Waterferry  on  April 
4th.  Seven  went  to  the  post  for  the  Oxfordshire  and 
Buckinghamshire  Regimental  Race.  Mr.  D.  C.  Colville’s 
St.  Munchin  (owner)  was  first,  with  Major  J.  T.  Weatherby ’s 
Sheila  (owner)  and  Mr.  J.  E.  Nevill’s  Blue  Ruin  (owner) 
following  in  the  given  order.  For  the  Hunt  Cup  ten  horses 
faced  the  starter.  Mr.  W.  H.  Gardiner’s  Postman  (owner) 
was  the  winner,  with  Sir  E.  A.  Fanshawe’s  Nicholas  (Mr. 
R.  M.  Fanshawe)  second  and  Mr.  A.  Miller’s  Ambrose 
(owner)  third.  There  were  also  ten  starters  for  the  Adjacent 
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Hunts  Race,  and  Lord  Chesham’s  Warbler  III  was  again 
a  winner,  with  Mr.  J.  Graeme  Thomson’s  Bellefleet  (Mr. 
Taylor)  and  Mr.  F.  Jayne’s  Peter  Gink  (owner)  following 
in  the  order  named. 

Mr.  H.  W.  Boileau  retired  from  the  mastership  of  the 
South  Berks  Hunt  in  1914,  and  he  was  succeeded  by 
Mr.  Cecil  Aldin  and  Mr.  C.  E.  Palmer.  At  the  end 
of  the  season  Mr.  C.  E.  Palmer  retired  and  Mr.  Cecil  Aldin 
carried  on  during  the  strenuous  years  which  followed,  till 
in  1919  he  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Guy  Hargreaves  of 
White  Knights’  Park,  near  Reading. 

Mr.  Cecil  Aldin’s  services  to  the  country  in  such  a  strenu¬ 
ous  time  were  not  to  go  unrewarded,  and  on  his  retirement 
he  was  presented  with  a  silver  hunting-horn  and  a  cheque. 

The  South  Berks  Point-to-Point  Meeting  of  1920  was 
held  near  Stratley’s,  Strathfieldsaye,  on  September  7th, 
which  seems  a  curious  time  of  year  for  a  point-to-point 
meeting,  and  was,  in  all  probability,  due  to  some  fortuitous 
circumstance,  as  there  does  not  seem  to  have  been  another 
meeting  held  in  the  back  end  of  the  year.  In  the  Light¬ 
weight  Race  Mr.  T.  Holland’s  The  Witch  (owner)  won, 
with  Mr.  J.  Maurice  Figgis’s  Bess  (owner)  and  Lady  Finlay’s 
Firefly  (Capt.  H.  R.  W.  Wood)  following  her  home  in  the 
order  named.  The  2nd  Life  Guards  Lightweight  Race 
was  won  by  Capt.  W.  H.  E.  Beaumont’s  Harlow  (owner), 
with  Capt.  E.  J.  L.  Speed’s  Kinsky  (owner)  second  and 
Capt.  W.  A.  W.  Bethell’s  Hermit’s  Delight  (owner)  third. 
In  the  Heavyweight  Race  Capt.  Rees  Mogg’s  Ginger  VIII 
(owner)  was  first.  Capt.  J.  C.  Chilton’s  B.O.B.  (owner)  and 
Major  A.  Evans  Woodford  (owner)  followed  on  in  the  above 
order.  In  the  2nd  Life  Guards  Heavyweight  Race  Capt. 
W.  A.  W.  Bethell’s  Dianthus  II  (owner)  was  first,  Mr.  J.  M. 
Wilson’s  Paddy  (Capt.  Jones)  was  second  and  Mr.  J.  M. 
Wilson’s  Dorothy  XII  (owner)  was  third.  In  the  Adjoining 
Hunts  Race  Capt.  H.  Wood’s  Rollicker  (owner)  was  the 
winner,  the  other  places  being  filled  by  Lady  Finlay’s  Sun¬ 
beam  (Capt.  Boswell)  and  Col.  G.  Brooke’s  Stanton  (owner) 
in  the  order  named. 
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In  1921  the  meeting  was  held  at  Loddon  Bridge,  Earley, 
on  April  6th.  Nine  horses  faced  the  starter  in  the  Light¬ 
weight  Race,  in  which  Mr.  Oliver  Dixon’s  Forty-two 
(owner)  was  first,  Mr.  T.  Price’s  Bumps  (owner)  and  Major 
Ingram’s  Barnabas  (owner)  following  on  in  order.  A  dozen 
went  to  the  post  for  the  Nomination  Race.  Col.  H.  C. 
Jackson’s  Napoleon  (owner)  was  first,  Capt.  K.  Headington’s 
The  Gift  VIII  (owner)  was  second  and  Major  R.  Phillips’s 
Bit  of  Heaven  (owner)  was  third. 

In  1922  the  meeting  was  held  at  Strathfieldsaye,  Mortimer, 
on  March  29th.  Eight  went  to  the  post  for  the  South  Berks 
Hunt  Race,  which  was  won  by  Capt.  J.  Maurice  Figgis’s 
Bess  (owner),  with  Mr.  Guy  Hargreaves’s  Blazing  Flight 
(owner)  and  Major  Nigel  Maxwell’s  Foolscap  (Mr.  Ralph 
Keene)  filling  the  other  places  in  the  order  named.  The 
R.  N.  Plunt  Club  Lightweight  Race  had  only  three  starters. 
Lieut.  F.  Younghusband’s  Pretty  Lady  (owner)  was  first 
and  Capt.  PI.  G.  Sherbrooke’s  Morning  Star  IV  (owner) 
was  second,  these  being  the  only  two  to  complete  the 
course.  The  R.  N.  Hunt  Club  Heavyweight  Race  had 
also  three  runners.  Sub.-Lieut.  T.  A.  Emmet’s  Billy  (owner), 
Lieut.  J.  D.  Harvey’s  Eagle  Fellow  (owner)  and  Lieut.  F. 
Younghusband’s  On  Stanley  (Commdr.  J.  W.  McCowen), 
who  finished  in  the  above  order.  Sixteen  horses  faced  the 
starter  in  the  Nomination  Race.  Mr.  Oliver  Dixon’s  Lady 
Gray  (Capt.  P.  J.  Honner)  was  the  winner,  with  Major 
F.  Cavendish  Bentinck’s  Rowan  Berry  (owner)  second  and 
Mr.  P.  Williams’s  Pilot  (Mr.  Forestier  Walker)  third. 

The  meeting  of  1923  was  held  at  Loddon  Bridge, 
Earley,  near  Reading,  on  April  6th.  In  the  Hunt  Race 
there  were  eight  runners.  Mr.  G.  P.  Male’s  Sandown’s 
Pride  (owner)  was  first,  with  Mrs.  J.  Simonds’s  Joss  (Mr 
J.  Simonds)  second  and  Major  D.  Scott’s  Sally  (owner) 
third.  Ten  horses  faced  the  starter  in  the  Nomination 
Race.  Major  H.  R.  Cayzer’s  Bobbin  (Mr.  K.  Gibson)  was 
the  winner,  Mr.  D.  ffrench  Blake’s  Melba  (Mr.  W.  N. 
Davies)  and  Mr.  C.  H.  S.  Dixon’s  Titwillow  III  (owner) 
following  in  the  above  order.  In  the  1st  Battn.  Camer- 
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onians  Race  nine  horses  faced  the  starter.  Capt.  A.  L.  C. 
Stanley  Clarke’s  Carlow  (owner)  was  first,  with  Major 
R.  N.  O’Connor’s  Nancy  (owner)  second  and  Capt.  J.  F. 
Evett’s  Miss  Jelly  (owner)  third. 

Lady  Portal  had  been  master  of  the  Vine  Hunt  for  a 
season  when  the  war  broke  out,  and  after  two  seasons  of 
office  she  retired  and  a  committee  undertook  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  this  fine  old  country,  as  had  happened  more  than 
once  before  in  the  course  of  its  history.  The  committee’s 
term  of  management  closed  in  1919,  when  Mr.  R.  H. 
Gosling  was  appointed  master.  The  Vine,  so  far  as  can 
be  made  out,  has  no  regularly  organised  point-to-point 
meeting. 

The  Hampshire  (H.H.)  Hunt  was  under  the  mastership 
of  Major  G.  Evans  when  the  war  broke  out.  Major  Evans 
had  been  at  the  head  of  affairs  since  the  commencement 
of  the  season  1909-10,  but  he  retired  at  the  end  of  the 
season  1914-15  and,  no  one  else  coming  forward,  a  com¬ 
mittee  was  appointed  which  carried  on  for  four  seasons. 
Then  Mr.  A.  Percy  Robinson  had  a  short  reign  of  two 
seasons.  He  was  succeeded  by  Major  A.  C.  Bovill,  M.C., 
who  retired  at  the  end  of  the  season  1922-23  and  was  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  Lieut.-Col.  C.  G.  Manglis,  M.C.  Col.  Manglis 
hunts  his  own  hounds,  and  it  is  worth  noting  that,  excepting 
the  four  years  the  committee  was  at  the  head  of  affairs  when 
Will  Orvis  was  the  huntsman,  the  Hampshire  have  been 
hunted  by  the  master  for  the  time  being  since  Major  Evans 
took  charge  in  1909. 

The  point-to-point  meeting  was  held  in  1921  at  Lasham, 
Alton,  Hants,  on  April  2nd.  The  Lightweight  Race  was 
won  by  Capt.  S.  Collingwood’s  Jorrocks,  Mr.  C.  P.  Hobbes’s 
Irene  and  Miss  Miller’s  Shooting  Star  following  in  the 
order  named.  In  the  Nomination  Race,  Mr.  M.  S.  Close’s 
Red  Seal  was  first.  Sir  Henry  Floyd’s  Peter  was  second 
and  Major  R.  Phillips’s  Bit  of  Heaven  was  third.  In  the 
Welter  Race,  Mr.  A.  Percy  Robinson’s  Sticky  was  the 
winner,  with  Major  de  Chair’s  Aunt  Mary  second  and 
Capt.  C.  H.  Lloyd’s  Daddy  Longlegs  filling  the  third  place. 
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The  Military  Race  was  won  by  Col.  H.  C.  Jackson’s 
Napoleon,  with  Capt.  H.  C.  H.  Eden’s  Cyrano  and  Capt. 
W.  M.  Jenkins’s  Brown  Sugar  filling  the  other  places  in  the 
above  order. 

The  meeting  of  1922  was  held  at  Hartley,  near  Alton, 
Hants,  on  April  22nd.  It  was  an  exceptionally  successful 
meeting,  large  fields  being  the  order  of  the  day,  and  in  the 
four  open  classes — that  is,  in  the  four  classes  not  restricted 
to  farmers — there  were  no  fewer  than  fifty-five  runners. 
Twelve  went  to  the  post  for  the  Lightweight  Race,  in 
which  Capt.  S.  Collingwood’s  Jorrocks  (owner)  repeated 
his  previous  year’s  victory.  Lieut.  W.  J.  R.  Bedford’s 
Pippin  (owner)  was  second  and  Mr.  F.  Goldsmith’s  Isaac 
(owner)  was  third.  In  the  Nomination  Race  fifteen  faced 
the  starter,  and  Mr.  P.  Williams’s  Pilot  (Mr.  C.  F.  Forestier 
Walker)  was  the  winner,  with  Major  M.  C.  Harrison’s 
Crimson  Rambler  VI  (owner)  and  Capt.  J.  A.  Paton’s 
Pax  Vobis  following  in  the  above  order.  The  Welter  Race 
had  ten  runners.  Mr.  F.  Goldsmith’s  Isaac  improved  on 
his  performance  in  the  Lightweight  Race  and  was  first. 
Then  came  Mr.  R.  B.  Craig’s  Laddie  (owner),  and  Mr. 
J.  W.  Calver’s  Stone  Accha  (owner)  was  third.  The  field 
of  the  day  came  out  in  the  Military  Race,  when  eighteen 
faced  the  starter.  Capt.  C.  Reynolds’s  Broadway  (owner) 
was  the  winner,  with  Col.  J.  Harman’s  Warrior  (owner) 
second  and  Major  M.  C.  Harrison’s  Mildman  (owner) 
third. 

The  meeting  of  1923  was  held  at  Hartley  on  April  7th. 
There  were  six  runners  in  the  Lightweight  Race,  in  which 
Mr.  J.  F.  Purdon’s  Weapon  (Mr.  C.  F.  Bull),  Mr.  H. 
Shelley’s  Floral  Tribute  (owner)  and  Surg.-Capt.  J.  MacC. 
Martin’s  Bruninack  Dhu  (Mr.  Travers)  finished  in  the 
order  named.  In  the  Nomination  Race  nine  went  to  the 
post,  and  Major  M.  C.  Harrison’s  Crimson  Rambler  VI 
(owner),  improving  on  his  running  of  the  previous  year, 
won  from  Major  R.  Whistler’s  Sea  Mist  II  (owner),  with 
Mr.  Walford’s  Rocket  (owner)  third.  Mr.  J.  J.  O’Beirne’s 
Dick  (owner),  Mr.  C.  A.  L.  Dumphie’s  Shamrock  (owner) 
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and  Mr.  J.  M.  MacNicoll’s  Widow  (owner)  were  the  three 
runners  in  the  Welter  Race,  and  they  finished  in  the  above 
order.  The  Military  Race  made  a  better  show,  there  being 
nine  horses  found  at  the  post.  Mr.  P.  L.  Nelson’s  Non 
Stop  (owner)  was  the  winner,  with  Mr.  C.  F.  Forestier 
Walker’s  Lunatic  (owner)  second  and  Capt.  C.  H.  Fowles’s 
Lightning  (owner)  third. 

The  Hambledon,  like  the  neighbouring  hunt,  the  H.H., 
made  a  change  at  the  end  of  the  first  season  after  war 
was  declared,  Major  W.  P.  Standish,  who  had  been 
master  from  1900-14,  taking  as  a  partner  Mr.  S.  Hardy. 
The  two  worked  together  for  six  seasons,  and  then  the 
partnership  ended  and  Mr.  S.  Hardy  continued  in  office 
single-handed.  The  termination  of  the  partnership  was 
marked  by  a  presentation  to  Major  W.  P.  Standish,  who 
had  been  master  for  twenty-one  seasons.  The  presenta¬ 
tion  took  the  form  of  a  portrait  of  Major  Standish  on  his 
favourite  hunter,  The  Snob,  with  three  hounds  at  foot, 
painted  by  Mr.  A.  G.  Haigh,  and  a  list  (on  vellum)  in  book 
form  of  the  subscribers.  No  point-to-point  meetings  seem 
to  have  been  held  in  the  Hambledon  Hunt. 

Sir  George  Cooper  had  been  master  of  the  Hursley  six 
seasons  when  the  trouble  began,  and  he  remained  in  office 
for  another  two  seasons.  In  1916,  Mr.  H.  Johnson  and 
Mr.  G.  Phillips  became  joint  masters,  but  the  partnership 
was  brought  to  a  close  at  the  end  of  their  first  season  and 
Mr.  H.  Johnson  went  on  single-handed.  He  retired  in 
1922  and  was  succeeded  by  Capt.  C.  J.  R.  Cooper. 

That  famous  country,  The  Tedworth,  the  name  of 
which  is  so  closely  associated  with  that  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Assheton  Smith,  has  seen  many  changes  during  the  past 
ten  years.  Mr.  O.  C.  Riley,  who  retired  in  1914  after  being 
in  office  two  seasons,  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  H.  W.  Boileau, 
who  had  only  a  year  of  office.  No  one  coming  forward  for 
the  mastership,  a  committee  kept  things  going  for  three 
seasons.  Then  came  the  masterships  of  Capt.  Kingscote, 
Mr.  F.  C.  Giddens  and  Capt.  Sir  Alfred  Hickman  in  close 
succession,  each  only  lasting  a  single  season.  On  the  re- 
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tirement  of  Sir  Alfred  Hickman  in  1921  he  was  succeeded 
by  Mrs.  F.  Keith  Simmons,  of  Middlecot,  Quarley, 
Andover.  The  huntsman  is  Charles  Harding,  but  before 
Mrs.  Keith  Simmons’s  mastership  and  during  the  frequent 
changes  which  preceded  it  F.  Summers  was  huntsman. 

In  1922  the  point-to-point  meeting  was  held  at  Penton, 
near  Weyhill,  on  March  22nd,  this  being  the  first  meeting 
held  after  the  war.  In  the  Lightweight  Race  there  were 
eight  runners.  Mr.  J.  Berry’s  Grafton  II  (Mr.  L.  A. 
Watson)  was  first,  and  then  Miss  A.  Fairhurst’s  Jess  (Mr. 
W.  Royds)  and  Mr.  F.  F.  Capron’s  Rocket  (owner) 
followed  in  succession.  Five  horses  went  to  the  post  for 
the  Heavyweight  Race.  Major  E.  Harrison’s  Llangattock 
(owner)  was  first,  then  came  Mr.  F.  E.  Ferguson’s  Buster 
(owner),  and  the  third  place  was  filled  by  Miss  Fairhurst’s 
Vanity  (Mr.  R.  Aird).  In  the  Nomination  Open  Race 
eight  horses  faced  the  starter.  The  winner  was  Col.  M. 
Graham’s  Ballyboura  (owner).  Major  S.  R.  Wason’s 
Ripplet  (owner)  was  second  and  Major  H.  F.  Brace’s  Bay 
Rhum  (Mr.  T.  Arnott)  was  third. 

The  1923  meeting  was  also  held  at  Penton,  the  date 
March  28th.  Fourteen  faced  the  starter  in  the  Light¬ 
weight  Race,  which  was  won  by  Capt.  N.  W.  Leaf’s  Red 
Sapphire  (owner),  with  Mr.  H.  Walford’s  Rocket  (owner) 
second  and  Mr.  J.  Haggas’s  Handbill  (owner)  third.  Eight 
went  to  the  post  in  the  Heavyweight  Race.  Mr.  L.  Bolton’s 
Clifton  (owner)  was  first,  with  Mr.  G.  Hurrell’s  Saxelbye 
(owner)  and  Capt.  A.  Empson’s  Baroness  (owner)  follow¬ 
ing  in  succession.  There  were  eleven  runners  in  the 
Nomination  Race.  Mr.  C.  A.  Morris’s  Hermit  Prince 
(owner)  was  first,  then  came  Mr.  A.  Williams’s  Paula 
(Major  Aston),  with  Mr.  H.  P.  Miles’s  Cory  Ware  (Mr. 
W.  R.  Hinde)  filling  the  remaining  place.  The  I5th/i9th 
Hussars  Subalterns’  Race  brought  seven  to  the  post,  Mr. 
J.  Haggas’s  Blue  Magpie  (owner),  Mr.  F.  Meyrick’s  Mon- 
tara  (owner)  and  Mr.  W.  R.  Hinde’s  Ginger  (owner) 
finishing  in  the  order  given. 

There  were  five  years  of  Messrs.  W.  J.  Yorke- Scarlett’s 
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and  J.  A.  Fairhurst’s  joint  mastership  of  the  Craven 
to  run  in  1914,  and  in  1919  Mr.  Yorke- Scarlett  retired. 
Mr.  Fairhurst  went  on  single-handed  for  a  couple  of 
seasons  and  then  retired.  He  was  succeeded  in  1921  by 
Mr.  G.  S.  Barnes  and  Mr.  B.  Arkwright,  who  held  the 
joint  mastership  for  two  seasons  and  then  the  latter  gentle¬ 
man  retired,  leaving  Mr.  Barnes  to  go  on  alone. 

On  April  18th,  1923,  the  first  Craven  Point  Meeting 
after  the  war  was  held  at  Enborne,  near  Newbury.  Only 
half  a  dozen  went  to  the  post  for  the  Members’  Race,  in 
which  Sir  Peter  Farquhar’s  Buzz  Buzz  (owner)  was  the 
winner.  Mr.  J.  A.  Fairhurst’s  Hairspring  (owner)  was 
second,  they  being  the  only  two  to  finish.  In  the  Royal 
Artillery  Salisbury  Plain  Cup  the  six  runners  were  headed 
by  Lt.  F.  F.  Capron’s  Rocket  (owner),  with  2nd  Lt.  E.  J.  S. 
Lloyd’s  Arborfield  (owner)  and  2nd  Lt.  J.  S.  Williams’s 
Dolly  (Lt.  A.  T.  Momber)  filling  the  other  places.  In  the 
Adjacent  Hunts  Race  Miss  Wills’s  Sheiler  (Mr.  K.  Gibson) 
was  the  winner.  Mr.  T.  Haggas’s  Blue  Magpie  (owner)  was 
second,  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Simmonds’s  Jess  (owner)  was  third. 

Mr.  W.  Tyrwhitt  Drake  had  another  year  of  office  as 
master  of  the  Old  Berks  in  1914,  and  at  the  end  of  it  he 
was  succeeded  by  Mr.  C.  R.  Mills,  who  held  office  for  a 
couple  of  seasons.  He  then  retired  and  a  committee  kept 
things  going  for  a  season.  Mr.  Mills  then  took  office 
again,  but  only  for  a  season,  and  in  1919  he  was  succeeded 
by  Mr.  A.  Paget  Steavenson,  who  after  four  years  at  the 
head  of  affairs  single-handed  was  joined  in  1923  by  that 
well-known  sportsman  and  famous  breeder,  Major  J.  L. 
Nickisson.  Fred  Holland  has  been  huntsman  since  1919. 

The  Old  Berks  Point-to-Point  Meeting  of  1920  took 
place  at  Stockham,  near  Wantage,  on  April  1st.  Mr.  S. 
Silver’s  Plaudit  (Mr.  C.  J.  Liddiard)  won  the  Subscribers’ 
Race,  with  Mr.  A.  C.  BirUs  Volunteer  (owner)  second, 
these  being  all  that  finished.  In  the  United  Hunts  Race 
Mrs.  C.  W.  Banbury’s  Martino  (Mr.  G.  G.  Wearing)  was 
first,  with  Mr.  J.  Graeme  Thomson’s  Bellefleet  (owner) 
second  and  Mr.  J.  B.  Powell’s  A.B.  Ill  (owner)  third. 
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The  meeting  of  1921  was  held  at  Baulking  on  March 
10th.  There  were  eleven  faced  the  starter  in  the  Sub¬ 
scribers  ’  Race,  in  which  Capt.  T.  Allen  Stephenson’s  The 
Governor  (owner)  was  the  winner,  Capt.  N.  K.  Working¬ 
ton’s  Grane  (owner)  and  Mr.  J.  T.  Upton’s  The  Martyr 
(owner)  following  in  the  order  given.  In  the  Berkshire 
Yeomanry  Race  there  were  six  runners.  Lieut.-Col. 
Walmesley’s  Snowball  (Mr.  G.  Robson),  Capt.  S.  Austin’s 
Suzanne  (owner)  and  Mr.  T.  Hodnett’s  Darkie  (owner) 
finished  in  the  order  given.  In  the  Adjoining  Hunts  Sub¬ 
scribers’  Race,  Mr.  J.  Powell’s  Ben  Voirlich  walked  over. 

The  meeting  of  1922  was  held  at  Lew  on  March  14th. 
Eight  went  to  the  post  for  the  Subscribers’  Race,  in  which 
Mr.  J.  T.  Upton’s  Fearless  (owner)  was  first,  Mr.  N.  K. 
Worthington’s  Grane  II  (owner)  second  and  Mr.  J.  B. 
Powell’s  Sandy  Lands  third.  The  Adjoining  Hunts  Sub¬ 
scribers’  Race  had  five  runners.  Mr.  J.  B.  Powell’s  Ben 
Voirlich  (owner)  was  the  winner,  with  Col.  L.  James’s 
Battlefield  (Capt.  Ransome)  second  and  Major  A.  Max¬ 
well’s  Skylark  (Mr.  J.  Bletsoe)  third. 

The  meeting  of  1923  was  held  at  Baulking  on  March 
15th.  Five  went  to  the  post  for  the  Subscribers’  Race,  in 
which  Capt.  J.  Powell’s  Skyrocket  (owner),  Capt.  N.  K. 
Worthington’s  Grane  II  (owner)  and  Mr.  J.  T.  Upton’s 
Fearless  (owner)  finished  in  the  above  order.  In  the 
Nomination  Race  there  were  five  runners.  Major  A.  C. 
Maxwell’s  Merriemouth  (late  Skylark)  (Mr.  T.  Taylor) 
was  first.  Then  came  Mr.  J.  Graeme  Thomson’s  Turn 
Over  II  (Mr.  J.  Bletsoe)  and  Capt.  N.  K.  Worthington’s 
Red  Eve  was  third. 

The  late  Mr.  Albert  Brassey  was  master  of  the  Heythrop 
from  1873-1918,  a  period  of  forty-six  years.  On  the  death 
of  Mr.  Albert  Brassey  in  1918  he  was  succeeded  by  Capt. 
R.  B.  Brassey,  who  ruled  for  three  seasons  and  then  was 
succeeded  by  Mr.  H.  S.  Brenchley  and  Mr.  J.  Graeme 
Thomson,  who  were  appointed  joint  masters  in  1921. 

The  point-to-point  meeting  of  1920  was  held  near 
Bledington,  Oxford,  on  April  13th.  The  Members’  Light- 
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weight  Race  was  won  by  that  good  performer  Mr.  J. 
Graeme  Thomson’s  Bellefleet  (owner).  Mr.  F.  W.  Winter- 
botham’s  Playful  Picton  (Gen.  Winser)  was  second  and 
Miss  Cicely  M.  Fenwick’s  Baysleap  (Mr.  J.  G.  Bletsoe)  was 
third.  In  the  Adjoining  Hunts  Race  Mr.  J.  L.  King’s 
Belle  (owner)  was  the  winner,  with  Mr.  G.  PI.  Freer’s 
Crossley  (owner)  and  Mr.  R.  K.  D.  Renton’s  Hamilton 
(owner)  following  in  the  order  given.  In  the  Members’ 
Heavyweight  Race  Mr.  J.  Graeme  Thomson’s  King  Alfred 
(Mr.  Bailey)  was  first,  with  Mr.  H.  S.  Brenchley’s  Gold 
Coin  (Gen.  Winser)  second,  these  being  all  that  finished. 

The  meeting  of  1921  was  held  at  Bledington,  Oxford, 
on  April  12th.  There  were  thirteen  runners  in  the  Light¬ 
weight  Race.  Capt.  F.  B.  T.  Studd’s  Pat  (Mr.  T.  Taylor) 
was  first,  Mrs.  R.  B.  Brassey’s  The  Fox  (Mr.  H.  Mather- 
Jackson)  was  second  and  Miss  K.  N.  Dillon’s  Rabi  (Mr. 
Basset)  was  third.  In  the  Adjoining  Hunts  Race  a  field  of 
thirteen  again  faced  the  starter.  Mr.  T.  S.  Perry’s  Artful 
Fitz  (Mr.  J.  G.  Bletsoe)  was  first,  with  Mr.  A.  F.  Chilling- 
worth’s  Prime  Dutch  (Mr.  C.  A.  Chillingworth)  and  Mr. 
G.  PI.  Freer’s  Acetylene  Light  (owner)  following  in  the 
above  order.  Five  went  to  the  post  for  the  Heavyweight 
Race,  which  was  won  by  Capt.  J.  G.  L.  Eccles’s  Dunderry 
(owner).  Mr.  John  L.  Dobbs’s  King  John  (Mr.  V.  Gosling) 
was  second  and  Mr.  E.  W.  Bishop’s  Last  Chance  (owner) 
was  third. 

The  meeting  of  1922  was  held  at  Bledington  on  April 
1 2th.  There  were  nine  runners  in  the  Members’  Light¬ 
weight  Race,  at  the  head  of  which  was  placed  Capt.  H. 
Burns  Lindow’s  Grawn  (owner).  Mr.  J.  G.  Graeme 
Thomson’s  Bellefleet  (owner)  came  next,  and  third  place 
went  to  Mr.  J.  C.  A.  Johnson’s  Beaufort  (owner).  A  fine 
field  of  sixteen  went  to  the  post  for  the  Adjacent  Hunts 
Race.  Capt.  J.  E.  L.  Eccles’s  Fernbed  (owner)  was  first, 
Mr.  F.  Pease’s  Penguin  (owner)  was  second  and  Capt.  B. 
Brigham’s  Lord  Clifton  (Mr.  J.  G.  Bletsoe)  was  third. 
Eight  runners  turned  out  for  the  Heavyweight  Race. 
Major  A.  Maxwell’s  Skylark  (Mr.  T.  Taylor),  Miss  Daly’s 
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Half  Crown  (Mr.  J.  G.  Bletsoe)  and  Mr.  Simmons’s  Berry- 
field  Beauty  (Mr.  S.  Wood)  finished  in  the  order  named. 

The  meeting  of  1923  took  place  at  Bledington  on  April 
17th.  In  the  Lightweight  Race  there  were  seven  runners. 
Major  A.  Maxwell’s  Merriemouth  (Mr.  T.  Taylor)  again 
showed  good  form  and  won  from  Miss  K.  Dillon’s  Rabi 
(Col.  Turnell),  with  Capt.  ffrench  Davis’s  Simple  Simon  VII 
(owner)  third.  A  fine  field  of  eighteen  turned  out  in  the 
Nomination  Race.  Mr.  W.  J.  Gresson’s  Lottery  (Mr.  F. 
Wood)  was  first,  with  Mrs.  R.  Lakin’s  Black  ’Un  (Capt. 
Forrest)  second  and  Capt.  R.  de  Trafford’s  Agnes  III  (Capt. 
M.  Kingscote)  third.  The  field  for  the  Heavyweight  Race 
numbered  five,  and  once  more  Mr.  J.  Graeme  Thomson’s 
Bellefleet  was  a  winner.  King  John,  in  the  same  owner¬ 
ship  and  ridden  by  Mr.  J.  L.  Dobbs,  was  second,  and 
General  P.  R.  C.  Winser’s  Robin  Hood  (owner)  was  third. 

The  history  of  the  V.  W.  H.  (Cirencester)  during  the 
last  ten  seasons  is  told  in  a  word.  In  1886  the  old  Vale 
of  White  Horse  country  was  divided  and  Mr.  C.  A.  R. 
Hoare  went  on  with  the  Cricklade  side  of  the  country, 
whilst  the  late  Lord  Bathurst  undertook  the  Cirencester 
side.  He  held  office  till  his  death  in  1892,  when  the  present 
Earl  succeeded  him.  So  that  circumstances  have  so  worked 
together  that  there  has  been  no  change  since  1914.  W. 
Boore  has  been  huntsman  since  1920,  when  he  succeeded 
B.  Wilkinson. 

The  point-to-point  meeting  of  1920  was  held  at  Preston 
on  March  13th.  In  the  Red  Coat  Race  Mr.  G.  Pease’s 
Nelson’s  Pillar  was  first,  Capt.  S.  Dennis’s  Warbler  was 
second  and  Mr.  C.  Webb’s  Starlight  was  third.  The 
Nomination  Race  was  wTon  by  Mr.  G.  Stokes’s  Jumper. 
Then  came  Mr.  A.  C.  Birt’s  Volunteer,  and  Mr.  W. 
Brandish  Ellames’s  Half  Caste  was  third.  In  the  Heavy¬ 
weight  Race  Mr.  J.  Graeme  Thomson’s  Bellefleet  was 
again  a  winner,  with  Mr.  Ripley’s  The  Mascot  and  Capt. 
R.  L.  Storey’s  The  Boss  filling  the  other  places  in  the 
order  named. 

In  1921  the  meeting  was  held  at  Swatnage,  near  Charlton, 
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on  April  7th.  In  the  Members’  Red  Coat  Race  there  were 
only  three  runners,  who  finished  in  the  following  order,  viz. 
Mr.  F.  R.  GaskelTs  Manoeuvre  (owner),  Mr.  E.  G.  Pease’s 
Penguin  (owner)  and  Mrs.  Harrison’s  Victory  (Major  H.  de 
Freville).  In  the  Nomination  Race  eight  horses  faced  the 
starter.  Mr.  Guy  M.  Gibbs’s  Cockaroost  (Col.  W.  O.  Gibbs) 
was  the  winner.  Then  came  Capt.  M.  F.  Radcliffe’s 
Knocked  Out  (Capt.  Sheddon)  and  Mr.  A.  A.  Bankier’s 
Ginger  (owner)  filled  the  other  place.  The  Veterans’  Race 
resulted  in  a  walk  over  for  Major  L.  M.  Dunbar’s  Colleen 
(owner).  Nine  horses  went  to  the  post  for  the  Adjoining 
Hunts  Heavyweight  Race.  Mr.  J.  Graeme  Thomson’s 
Bellefleet  added  to  his  already  respectable  score  and  won 
from  Mr.  M.  F.  Radcliffe’s  Dewin  Rhudd  (Capt.  Sheddon), 
with  Mrs.  E.  C.  Runkin’s  Acrobat  III  (Major  C.  Goldsmith) 
third.  There  seems  to  be  no  record  of  any  point-to-point 
meetings  in  1922  and  1923. 

The  V.W.H.  (Cricklade)  also  knew  little  permanent 
change  during  the  period  under  notice.  Major  W.  F. 
Fuller  had  succeeded  Mr.  Butt  Miller  in  the  mastership  in 
1910,  and  had  got  nicely  settled  in  when  the  war  broke  out, 
and  he  at  once  joined  the  colours.  During  his  absence  the 
committee  carried  on,  and  on  his  return  Comdr.  C.  A. 
Codrington  joined  him  in  the  mastership.  The  Cricklade 
were  exceptionally  well  situated  to  encounter  the  difficul¬ 
ties  which  surround  a  hunt  suddenly  deprived  of  its  master, 
for  J.  Willis,  the  huntsman,  had  a  wide  experience  of  the 
country,  having  been  there  since  1908.  He  is  still  huntsman. 

The  hunt  sustained  a  serious  loss  in  1915-16  by  the  death 
of  that  good  sportsman,  Mr.  T.  Butt  Miller,  who  had  made 
a  great  name  as  a  master  of  hounds,  both  in  the  Oakley  and 
the  Cricklade  countries.  He  died  at  the  comparatively  early 
age  of  fifty-six,  much  regretted  by  a  wide  circle  of  friends. 

The  point-to-point  meeting  of  1920  was  held  at  Castle 
Hill,  Blunsden,  on  March  23rd.  In  the  Members’  Light¬ 
weight  Race  Mr.  A.  M.  Bankie’s  Jean  (owner)  won,  with  Mr. 
W.  Worthington’s  Grave  (owner)  and  Capt.  S.  Dennis’s 
Warbler  (owner)  filling  second  and  third  places  in  the  order 
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named.  In  the  Nomination  Race  Mrs.  G.  Cooper's 
Arlette  II  (Major  Thomas)  was  the  first  to  catch  the  judge’s 
eye.  Then  came  Major  Harrison’s  well-known  Crimson 
Rambler  (owner)  and  Mr.  E.  G.  Pease’s  Nelson’s  Pillar 
(owner)  was  third.  In  the  Members’  Heavyweight  Race 
Dr.  J.  J.  Powell’s  Ben  Voirlich  (Mr.  J.  B.  Powell)  headed  the 
field,  with  Mr.  Brandish  Ellame’s  Half  Caste  (Major  N. 
Worthington)  second  and  Major  H.  Delmege’s  Micky 
Doolan  (owner)  third. 

The  1921  meeting  was  also  held  at  Blunsden,  the  date 
April  2nd.  Seven  horses  faced  the  starter  in  the  Light¬ 
weight  Race,  which  was  won  by  Mr.  E.  G.  Pease’s 
Penguin  (owner).  Capt.  N.  K.  Worthington’s  Grave 
(owner)  was  second  and  Mr.  A.  A.  Bankier’s  The  Iron  Duke 
(owner)  was  third.  Six  went  to  the  post  for  the  Adjacent 
Hunts  Race,  in  which  Capt.  R.  Laye’s  The  Swallow  VIII 
(owner)  was  the  winner,  the  other  places  being  filled  by 
Col.  H.  G.  Henderson’s  Criffelene  (Capt.  Austin)  and  Mr.  P. 
Courage’s  Babbles  (owner)  in  the  order  given.  Five  runners 
came  out  for  the  Heavyweight  Race,  in  which  Mr.  A. 
Bankier’s  Ginger  (owner),  Mrs.  Rankin’s  Acrobat  III  (Mr. 
C.  C.  Goldsmith)  and  Major  Delmege’s  McCarthy  (owner) 
finished  in  the  order  named. 

There  is  no  record  of  any  meeting  in  1922  or  1923. 

The  Duke  of  Beaufort’s  Hunt  is  one  of  the  oldest  in 
the  country,  and  has  been  so  long  established  in  its  present 
lines  that  it  was  in  an  especially  strong  position  to  meet  the 
troublous  times  when  they  came.  With  the  exception  of 
cutting  down  the  number  of  hounds  and  helping  the 
country  with  horses  there  was  nothing  to  do  but  to  hunt 
the  country  as  well  as  the  curtailed  establishment  would 
admit  of,  and  it  is  needless  to  say  that  no  opportunity  of 
finding  sport  and  keeping  up  the  high  standard  to  which 
those  who  hunt  at  Badminton  have  become  accustomed  was 
missed. 

Two  notable  presentations  were  made  in  the  year  1921, 
the  Marquis  of  Worcester  being  the  recipient  of  both.  In 
that  year  he  came  of  age,  and  this  was  recognised  by  the 
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members  of  the  hunt  by  the  gift  of  a  motor-car,  and  by  the 
farmers  and  tradesmen  resident  within  the  area  of  the  hunt 
by  the  gift  of  a  watch,  in  platinum,  and  a  platinum  and  gold 
chain.  It  should  also  be  mentioned  that  when  he  came  to 
man’s  estate  the  Marquis  of  Worcester  began  to  hunt 
hounds,  and  he  showed  that  he  had  inherited  the  skill  of  his 
ancestors,  when  he  had  a  horn  in  his  hand  and  his  hounds 
round  him.  A  friend  of  mine,  one  of  the  leading  sportsmen 
in  Scotland,  spoke  highly  of  him  when  he  had  a  few  days 
with  the  Duke,  in  his  first  season  as  huntsman,  especially 
commending  his  avoidance  of  what  Grant  so  well  described 
as  “  bad  hurry.” 

Another  happy  event  had  soon  to  be  commemorated  in 
the  Duke  of  Beaufort’s  Hunt.  In  1923  the  Marquis  of 
Worcester  married  Princess  Mary  of  Cambridge,  and  the 
farmers  of  the  hunt  gave  to  the  Marchioness  a  diamond  and 
pearl  ornament,  and  to  the  Marquis  a  pearl  tie  pin,  whilst 
the  members  of  the  hunt  presented  them  with  a  cheque. 

A  notable  man  who  passed  away  in  1918  was  Will  Dale 
who,  after  leaving  the  Brocklesby,  went  to  Badminton  as 
huntsman.  He  was  there  many  years,  and  on  his  retirement 
three  years  before  the  war  broke  out  was  presented  with  an 
annuity  by  the  members  of  the  Duke  of  Beaufort’s  Hunt. 

Another  prominent  man  in  the  country  who  joined  the 
majority  in  1922  was  Harry  Butler,  a  Badminton  farmer, 
well  known  as  a  keen  sportsman  and  a  well-known  breeder 
of  high-class  Shorthorns. 

In  1920  the  point-to-point  meeting  was  held  at  Hinton 
on  March  16th.  In  the  Lightweight  Race  the  Duke  of 
Beaufort’s  Chairman  was  the  winner,  with  Baron  F.  de 
Tuyll’s  Ballyrankin  and  Col.  J.  C.  Brinton’s  Wheatear 
filling  the  other  places  in  the  above  order.  In  the  Nomina¬ 
tion  Race  Mr.  R.  C.  G.  Vivian’s  Hibernian  was  first,  Baron 
F.  de  Tuyll’s  Misty  Morn  was  second  and  Lord  St.  Ger- 
mans’s  The  Catch  was  third.  In  the  Heavyweight  Race  Mr. 
Badco’s  Searchlight  was  first  and  Mr.  Gerald  Guinness’s 
Courtown  was  second,  these  being  the  only  horses  to  pass 
the  post. 
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In  1921  the  meeting  took  place  at  Hinton  on  March  9th. 
The  Lightweight  Race  brought  out  a  field  of  fourteen,  and 
Baron  F.  de  Tuyll’s  Ballyrankin  (owner)  improving  on  his 
last  year’s  performance  was  the  winner.  Miss  M.  Wilson’s 
Martinette  (Mr.  W.  Harford)  was  second  and  Capt.  M.  H. 
Radcliffe’s  Dewin  Rhudd  (owner)  was  third.  The  Nomina¬ 
tion  Race  also  brought  a  field  of  fourteen  to  the  post.  Mr. 
R.  Vivian’s  Hibernian  (owner)  was  the  winner.  Then  came 
Mr.  J.  Rowan’s  Shlauntah  (Major  Phipps  Hornby)  and  Mr. 
J.  M.  Wilson’s  Paddy  (owner)  in  the  order  given.  Eight 
went  to  the  post  for  the  Heavyweight  Race,  in  which  Capt. 
H.  N.  Stott’s  Nutcracker  (owner)  was  the  winner,  with  Mr. 
R.  Wallis  Wilson’s  Limerick  (owner)  second  and  Mr.  J.  M. 
Wilson’s  Paddy  (owner)  third. 

In  1922  the  meeting  was  held  at  Bushton  on  March  3rd. 
A  field  of  ten  went  to  the  post  for  the  Lightweight  Race. 
Capt.  A.  Laye’s  The  Mighty  Atom  (owner)  was  first.  Then 
came  Mrs.  E.  Pitman’s  Maxina  (Capt.  Donnex)  and  the 
Duke  of  Beaufort’s  Chairman  (Lord  Worcester)  was  third. 
There  were  seven  runners  in  the  Nomination  Race,  in 
which  Col.  Malise  Graham’s  Red  Seal  (owner),  Capt. 
Stirling  Stewart’s  Extravagance  (owner)  and  Mr.  D.  E. 
Butt’s  Tarzan  (owner)  were  placed  in  the  above  order. 
Half  a  dozen  faced  the  starter  in  the  Heavyweight  Race, 
which  was  won  by  Capt.  M.  J.  Kingscote’s  Warbler  III 
(owner).  Next  came  Capt.  Sheddon’s  Backsheesh  (owner) 
and  Capt.  R.  Spicer’s  Economy  (owner)  took  the  third 
place. 

In  1923  the  meeting  was  held  at  Larkhill,  Tetbury,  on 
March  15th.  It  was  one  of  the  most  successful  meetings  of 
the  year,  there  being  no  fewer  than  sixty-nine  runners  in 
the  five  events,  including  the  Farmers’  Races.  Twelve 
horses  faced  the  starter  in  the  Lightweight  Race,  in  which 
Mr.  J.  Haggas’s  Blue  Magpie  (owner)  was  first.  Capt. 
R.  Laye’s  Donhead  (owner)  came  next  and  Mr.  C.  A. 
Morris’s  Hermit  Prince  (owner)  was  third.  In  the  Nomina¬ 
tion  Race  there  was  an  exceptionally  large  field,  no  fewer 
than  twenty-two  facing  the  starter.  Major  H.  R.  Cayzer’s 
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Moving  Picture  (Capt.  K.  Gibson)  was  the  winner,  with 
Mrs.  E.  E.  Pitman’s  Piano  Player  (Mr.  P.  Donner)  and  Mr. 
G.  Pease’s  Penguin  (owner)  following  in  succession.  Eleven 
horses  faced  the  starter  in  the  race  for  heavyweights,  in 
which  Capt.  Spicer’s  Tommy  (owner),  Capt.  P.  Fitzgerald’s 
Sportsman  (owner)  and  Capt.  Lord  Ednam’s  Grey  Gull 
(owner)  finished  in  the  order  given. 

Like  the  Duke  of  Beaufort’s  Hunt  the  Berkeley  is  an  old 
family  hunt,  with  a  history  which  goes  back  for  more  than 
a  couple  of  centuries.  A  hunt  over  a  hundred  and  twenty 
miles  in  length,  such  as  it  once  was,  must  be  built  on  stable 
foundations.  So  we  find  the  third  Lord  Fitzhardinge  at 
the  head  of  affairs  in  1914,  when  he  had  been  in  office  for 
thirteen  seasons.  After  other  three  seasons  as  master  he  was 
succeeded  by  the  eighth  Earl  of  Berkeley,  the  present 
master.  The  huntsman  is  Arthur  John  Scarratt,  whose 
appointment  dates  from  1916. 

The  point-to-point  meeting  of  1920  was  held  at  Slim- 
bridge  on  April  9th.  In  the  Lightweight  Race  Capt.  J.  H. 
Turner’s  Good  Chap  was  the  winner,  with  Mr.  C.  B. 
Harvey’s  Dandy  and  Col.  C.  E.  Turner’s  Dives  following  in 
the  order  named.  In  the  Subscribers’  Heavyweight  Race 
Mr.  C.  Bush’s  Back  Fire,  Mr.  A.  S.  Adams’s  Sailor  and  Mr. 
J.  P.  Rogers’s  Tintacks  were  placed  as  above. 

In  1921  the  meeting  was  held  at  Alverston  on  April  1st. 
In  the  Lightweight  Race  Mr.  C.  P.  Lister’s  Tim  (owner) 
was  first,  with  Major  B.  E.  Turner’s  Fairford  (owner)  and 
Mr.  C.  B.  Harvey’s  Dandy  (owner)  following  in  succession. 
In  the  Subscribers’  Heavyweight  Race  Lieut.  J.  D.  Harvey’s 
Oriole  (owner)  was  the  winner,  with  the  Hon.  Mrs.  Mundy’s 
Boss  Eye  (Mr.  C.  B.  Harvey)  second  and  Major  Elk  Watts’s 
Limerick  (owner)  third. 

The  meeting  in  1922  took  place  at  Berkeley  on  March 
17th.  The  Members’  Lightweight  Race  brought  a  field  of 
eight  to  the  post.  Mr.  C.  P.  Lister’s  Tim  (owner)  was  the 
winner.  Major  C.  E.  Turner’s  Fairford  (owner)  came  next 
and  Miss  Winter  Cotham’s  Jess  (Mr.  C.  B.  Harvey)  was 
third.  There  were  seven  runners  in  the  Adjacent  Hunts 
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Race.  Capt.  Laye’s  (subscriber)  The  Mighty  Atom,  who 
was  a  winner  at  the  Duke  of  Beaufort’s  and  the  Stanton 
Drew  and  Wells  meetings,  was  first.  Capt.  C.  de  Lisle 
Bush’s  Back  Fire  (Capt.  J.  Turner)  was  second,  and  the 
remaining  place  was  filled  by  Capt.  M.  Kingscote’s  Warbler 
III  (owner).  Only  four  went  to  the  post  for  the  Members’ 
Heavyweight  Race,  in  which  the  Hon.  Mrs.  Mundy’s 
Boss  Eye  (Capt.  J.  Turner)  was  first,  Mr.  C.  B.  Harvey’s 
Eagle  Feather  (owner)  and  Mr.  Stanley  Tubbs’s  Malmesbury 
(Lieut.  J.  Harvey,  R.N.)  following  in  the  order  named. 

The  1923  meeting  was  held  at  Oakleaze,  near  Berkeley, 
on  March  16th.  There  were  ten  runners  in  the  Light¬ 
weight  Race,  in  which  Mr.  C.  B.  Harvey’s  Grey  Tick 
(owner),  Col.  C.  E.  Turner’s  Fairford  (Mr.  Lowly  Williams) 
and  Mr.  C.  P.  Lister’s  Tim  (owner)  finished  in  the  above 
order.  In  the  Adjacent  Hunts  (Subscribers)  Race  the 
Marquis  of  Worcester’s  Waterford  (owner)  was  the  winner. 
Seven  horses  faced  the  starter  in  the  Nomination  Race, 
which  resulted  in  a  dead  heat  between  Capt.  R.  Laye’s 
Donhead  (owner)  and  Mr.  P.  Lambert’s  Perfect  II  (Vicomte 
Hendecourt).  Capt.  C.  de  Lisle  Bush’s  Back  Fire  (Capt.  J. 
Turner)  was  third.  There  were  nine  runners  in  the  Heavy¬ 
weight  Race.  Mrs.  H.  B.  Winterbotham’s  Guardee  (Capt. 
Sheddon)  was  the  winner,  the  other  places  being  filled  by 
Mr.  Stanley  Tubbs’s  Malmesbury  (Capt.  Turner)  and  Mr. 
Chew  Hooper’s  Mermaid  (owner)  in  the  foregoing  order. 

The  Avon  Vale  is  an  offshoot  of  the  Duke  of  Beaufort’s 
country,  and  it  was  hunted  by  him  from  1899  down  to  1912 
when  Mr.  J.  S.  H.  Fullerton  came  from  Yorkshire  and 
hunted  it  for  a  couple  of  seasons.  This  brings  us  to  the 
beginning  of  the  trouble,  before  which  Mr.  Fullerton  had 
left  and  Sir  Walter  R.  Preston  had  been  appointed  master. 
After  he  had  been  in  office  two  seasons  he  was  joined  by 
Col.  Grant  Morden  and  the  two  were  joint  masters  till  the 
end  of  the  season  1918-19.  Sir  W.  R.  Preston  then  retired 
and  Col.  Grant  Morden  went  on  for  another  season  single- 
handed.  He  then  retired  altogether  and  was  succeeded  by 
Lord  Long  and  Sir  Alfred  Read,  who  were  joint  masters 
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for  two  seasons.  This  brings  us  down  to  the  end  of  the 
season  1921-22  when  Col.  A.  T.  Miller,  The  Manor,  Great 
Somerford,  near  Chippenham,  undertook  the  duties. 

The  point-to-point  meeting  of  1920  took  place  at  Hagg 
Hill,  Semington,  Trowbridge,  on  April  10th.  In  the 
Lightweight  Race  Mr.  Frank’s  M.C.,  Col.  J.  Gifford’s 
Flying  Mercury  and  Mr.  L.  P.  Huggins’s  Peggy  finished  in 
the  above  order.  In  the  Nomination  Race  Capt.  Stephen¬ 
son’s  Spooks  Trick  was  first,  with  Col.  Grant  Morden’s  Sir 
Richard  and  Mr.  T.  H.  Murray’s  Sir  Abercorn  second  and 
third.  In  the  Heavyweight  Race  Capt.  A.  N.  F.  Spicer’s 
Huntsman  was  the  winner,  with  Mr.  R.  Spicer’s  Fusilier 
second  and  Col.  Grant  Morden’s  Sportsman  third. 

There  does  not  seem  to  have  been  a  meeting  held  in  1921 , 
but  in  the  following  year  it  was  held  at  Hagg  Hill  on  April 
8th.  Nine  runners  faced  the  starter  in  the  Subscribers’ 
Lightweight  Race,  and  at  the  head  of  them  was  Mr.  H. 
Frank’s  Lady  Pilot  (owner).  The  Hon.  Mrs.  Lopes’s  Bella 
Donna  (Mr.  T.  Harris)  was  second  and  the  Masters  of  the 
A.V.H.’s  Pat  (Mr.  F.  Maggs)  was  third.  A  field  of  eight 
faced  the  starter  for  the  Nomination  Race.  Mrs.  Pitman’s 
Piano  Player  (Mr.  P.  Dormer)  was  the  winner  with  Col. 
Graham’s  Red  Seal  (owner)  and  Mr.  C.  P.  Vine’s  Paddy 
(owner)  following  on  in  the  order  named.  The  Subscribers’ 
Heavyweight  Race  had  six  runners.  Mr.  H.  Frank’s  M.C. 
(owner)  was  the  winner,  with  Mr.  J.  Currie’s  Yellow 
Hammer  second  and  Mr.  H.  Pinckney’s  Mars  (owner) 
third. 

In  1923  the  meeting  took  place  at  Bowden  Hill  on  March 
14th.  There  were  four  runners  in  the  Lightweight  Race, 
Lady  Glanely’s  Nutcracker  (Mr.  P.  Donner),  Mr.  H.  Morri¬ 
son’s  Chang  (owner)  and  Col.  M.  Leigh’s  Toby  (Mr.  A. 
Miller)  finishing  in  the  above  order.  Four  started  for  the 
Nomination  Race.  Mr.  H.  Franks’s  M.C.  (owner)  was  first, 
with  Mr.  Hudson’s  His  Lordship  (owner)  and  Mr.  F.  C. 
Twine’s  Royal  Legend  (Mr.  P.  Donner)  second  and  third. 
In  the  Heavyweight  Race  six  faced  the  starter.  Mr.  J.  C. 
Currie’s  Yellow  Hammer  (owner)  was  again  a  winner,  with 
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Mr.  S.  Berry’s  Patience  II  (Mr.  P.  Donner)  second  and  Capt. 
Smith’s  Billy  (Capt.  Laye)  third. 

Lord  Stalbridge  had  got  well  settled  into  office  in  the 
South  and  West  Wilts  country  before  the  trouble  began,  for 
he  was  appointed  master  in  1911,  and  he  remained  at  the 
head  of  affairs  till  the  end  of  the  season  1 922  -23,  when  he 
went  to  the  Fernie  country.  In  the  meantime  Major  A.  H. 
Watt,  M.C.,  Motcombe  House,  Shaftesbury,  succeeded  him 
as  master  of  the  South  and  West  Wilts,  and  he  also  acts  as 
huntsman.  It  should  be  added  that  Lord  Stalbridge  joined 
the  colours  on  the  declaration  of  war. 

The  point-to-point  meeting  of  1920  was  held  on  Mr. 
Ryall’s  farm  at  Kilmington  on  April  8th.  In  the  Ladies’ 
Plate  Race  Lord  Stalbridge’s  Springbok  (owner)  was  the 
winner,  with  Capt.  Maguire’s  Joe  (owner)  and  Capt.  W.  P. 
Browne’s  Mr.  Bumble  (Capt.  Wilson)  following  in  the 
above  order.  In  the  Puppy  Walkers’  Nomination  Race  Mr. 
F.  L.  Haydon’s  Piratical  Duke  (Capt.  Norris)  was  the  winner. 
Mr.  M.  George’s  Pancake  (owner)  and  Mr.  A.  G.  Dufosee’s 
Jess  III  (Mr.  H.  Dufosee)  were  second  and  third. 

The  meeting  of  1921  was  held  at  Manor  Farm,  Mot¬ 
combe,  on  April  1st.  The  Adjoining  Hunts  Inter-Hunt 
Race  brought  a  field  of  a  dozen  to  the  post.  Miss  Manger’s 
The  Banker  Boy  (Major  Phipps  Hornby)  was  the  winner, 
with  Col.  Geoffrey  Brooke’s  Ballyhoura  next  and  Mr.  C.  E. 
Tory’s  Philgarlic  (Capt.  Meatyard)  third.  The  Nomination 
Race  had  seven  runners.  Capt.  W.  B.  Browne’s  Bellini 
(Mr.  Wilson),  Capt.  H.  A.  Pelly’s  Rouge  et  Noir  (owner) 
and  Mr.  E.  T.  Hunt’s  Little  Tich  II  (owner)  were  the  lead¬ 
ing  three,  placed  in  the  foregoing  order.  The  Ladies’ 
Race  had  also  seven  runners.  Lady  Jean  Hamilton’s 
Cavalier  (owner)  was  first,  Miss  O.  Wyndham’s  Saffron 
(owner)  was  second  and  Miss  Manger’s  Curraghmore 
(owner)  was  third. 

The  meeting  of  1922  also  took  place  at  Motcombe,  the 
date  being  April  12th.  In  the  Adjoining  Hunts  Inter-Hunt 
Race  a  dozen  runners  faced  the  starter.  The  winner  was 
Miss  G.  Manger’s  The  Cashier  (Major  Phipps  Hornby), 
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next  to  him  being  placed  Mr.  L.  Louch’s  Nap  (Major 
Escott)  and  Mr.  T.  M.  Oliver’s  Jorrocks  (owner)  was  third. 
In  the  Master’s  Nomination  Race  fourteen  went  to  the  post. 
Col.  M.  Graham’s  Ballyhoura  made  another  addition  to 
his  victories  and  won  from  Mr.  A.  Frank’s  Lady  Pilot 
(owner),  with  Mr.  A.  J.  Phillips’s  Nameless  (owner)  third. 
In  the  Ladies’  Race  there  was  a  field  of  seven  and  Lady 
Jean  Hamilton’s  Cavalier  (owner)  was  again  a  winner. 
Mrs.  J.  Parham’s  Charles  (owner)  was  second  and  Miss  C. 
Blackburn’s  Bubbly  (owner)  third. 

The  1923  meeting  was  held  at  the  Manor  Farm,  Mot- 
combe,  on  April  4th.  In  the  Ladies’  Plate  five  went  to  the 
post.  Major  P.  W.  G.  Stuart-French’s  Waif  (Mr.  P. 
Wilson)  was  the  winner,  with  Lady  Lee’s  Rouge  et  Noir 
(Mr.  Bennett)  and  Mr.  Wilfrid  Pepper’s  Princess  (owner) 
following  in  order.  In  the  Nomination  Race  five  horses 
faced  the  starter.  Major  A.  W.  van  Straubenzee’s  Cinna¬ 
mon  III  (owner)  was  first.  Then  came  Mr.  S.  Hunt’s 
Lion  III  (owner)  and  Miss  W.  Stuart-French’s  Sally 
(Mr.  P.  Wilson)  was  third.  There  were  half  a  dozen 
runners  in  the  Ladies’  Race.  Miss  C.  Blackburn’s  Simon 
the  Jester  (owner)  was  first,  Miss  C.  Blackburn’s  Bubbly 
(Mrs.  Forster)  was  second  and  Miss  O.  Wyndham’s  Saffron 
(owner)  was  third. 

Col.  H.  A.  Cartwright  ruled  in  the  Wilton  country  for 
eighteen  years,  this  period  ending  in  1921.  In  1922  he  was 
joined  by  Col.  A.  ffrench  Blake,  but  he  retired  at  the  end 
of  the  season,  and  in  1923  Col.  ffrench  Blake  was  joined 
by  Lord  Latymer.  Col.  ffrench  Blake  hunts  the  hounds. 

When  Col.  Cartwright  retired  from  the  mastership  the 
members  of  the  hunt  presented  him  with  an  oil  painting 
of  some  hounds,  as  a  token  of  their  appreciation  of  his 
services  during  the  eighteen  years  he  had  acted  as  master, 
and  Mrs.  Cartwright  was  presented  with  a  gold  watch. 

Lieut.-Col.  Cooke  Hurle  undertook  the  mastership  of 
the  New  Forest  Hounds  single-handed  on  the  retirement 
of  Mr.  J.  A.  Cooke  Hurle  in  1913.  From  1911  to  that  date 
they  had  been  joint  masters.  Col,  Cooke  Hurle  had  one 
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season,  and  then  “  war’s  alarms  ”  called  him  to  the  front. 
He  resigned  when  he  joined  the  colours  and  Major  Timson 
succeeded  him  ;  but  he  only  remained  in  office  for  a  season, 
and  on  his  retirement  a  committee  carried  on  for  three 
seasons.  Major  George  Meyrick  then  came  forward,  and 
he  undertakes  the  duties  of  huntsman  as  well  as  master. 

No  point-to-point  meeting  seems  to  have  been  held  in 
1920  or  1921,  but  in  1922  a  meeting  was  held  at  Nea  Croft, 
Bransgore,  Christchurch,  on  March  29th.  Four  went  to 
the  post  for  the  Hunt  Cup  Race,  and  Major  G.  Meyrick’s 
Prudence  II  (owner),  Mr.  A.  Williams’s  Pedlar  (owner)  and 
Capt.  T.  Downman’s  The  Witch  (owner)  finished  in  the 
above  order.  There  were  only  two  runners  in  the  Nomina¬ 
tion  Race.  Miss  Moreton’s  Iris  (Capt.  Downman)  was 
first,  with  Mr.  H.  A.  Goodman’s  High  Velocity  (Mr.  A. 
Curzon-Howe)  second.  In  the  Southern  Command  Race 
Capt.  C.  Reynard’s  Broadwood  (owner)  walked  over. 

In  the  following  year  the  meeting  was  held  at  the  same 
place  on  April  4th.  The  meeting  was  a  great  improvement 
on  that  of  the  previous  year,  good  fields  being  the  rule. 
The  Hunt  Cup  Race  brought  out  the  field  of  the  day,  nine 
going  to  the  post.  Mr.  H.  Kennard’s  The  Dwarf  (owner) 
was  the  winner.  Mr.  A.  Williams’s  Paula  (Major  Ashton) 
came  next,  and  third  place  went  to  Mr.  A.  Hordern’s  Land 
Storm  (Capt.  Downman).  The  Nomination  Race  brought 
eight  to  the  post,  Mr.  P.  V.  Williams’s  Pilot  (owner),  Mr. 
A.  Williams’s  Paula  (Major  Ashton)  and  Mr.  E.  T.  Hunt’s 
Little  Tich  finishing  in  the  above  order.  In  the  Adjacent 
Hunts  Race  there  were  six  runners.  Mr.  A.  Hordern’s 
Sand  Storm  (Capt  Downman),  improving  on  his  previous 
running  of  the  day,  was  first.  Next  came  Miss  D.  Roun- 
dell’s  Cappy  (Mr.  Montgomery),  and  Mr.  J.  C.  Darling’s 
Joe  (Mr.  MacCreery)  was  third. 

The  Isle  of  Wight  Hounds  had  been  in  the  hands  of 
Col.  E.  Howard  Brooke  some  seventeen  years  in  1914,  and 
he  continued  at  the  head  of  affairs  for  another  two  seasons, 
when  he  was  succeeded  by  Major  C.  Anderson  Pelham, 
whose  term  of  office  lasted  four  years.  Mr.  J.  Willis 
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Fleming  then  had  a  year  in  command  single-handed,  and 
in  1921  he  was  joined  by  Col.  P.  House.  After  two  years 
of  partnership  Col.  House  retired  and  Mr.  J.  Willis  Fleming 
continued  in  office  single-handed.  A  notable  incident 
during  Mr.  Fleming’s  mastership  was  the  building  of  new 
kennels  near  Wootton.  They  were  built  by  Mr.  Willis 
Fleming,  and  hounds  were  moved  to  them  on  May  1st, 
1920. 

There  was  no  point-to-point  meeting  in  1920,  but  in 
the  following  year  there  was  a  successful  meeting  in  the 
Vale  of  Atherfield.  Only  four  went  to  the  post  for  the 
Heavyweight  Race,  which  was  won  by  Mr.  E.  G.  HeaTs 
Popgun  (Mr.  R.  P.  Mew),  with  Mr.  J.  Y.  Joliffe’s  Dairy¬ 
maid  (owner)  and  Miss  Willis  Fleming’s  Flo  (Major  Kerans) 
second  and  third.  In  the  Lightweight  Race  six  horses  went 
to  the  post.  Mr.  S.  G.  Mumford’s  Soldier  Bold  (Mr.  J.  Y. 
Joliffe)  was  first,  with  General  J.  E.  B.  Seeley’s  Warrior 
(Mr.  James  Seeley)  and  Mr.  H.  G.  S.  Mitchison’s  Hail 
Weston  II  (owner)  finishing  in  the  above  order.  In  the 
Ladies’  Race  five  faced  the  starter.  Mrs.  Willis  Fleming’s 
Rex  (Mr.  J.Y.  Joliffe)  was  first,  with  Mrs.  E.  Willis  Fleming’s 
Kitty  (Col.  H.  R.  Charley)  second  and  Miss  Pearce’s  Jack- 
Pot  (Mr.  H.  Warren)  third.  There  were  also  five  runners 
in  the  Military  Race.  Major  F.  R.  Graham’s  Isabell  (owner) 
was  the  winner,  with  Major  E.  G.  Dunn’s  Nancy  (Lieut. 
Burke  Murphy)  and  Major  D.  J.  Haskell  Smith’s  Rosebud 
(Major  Kerans)  following  on  in  the  order  named. 

The  1922  meeting  was  held  at  Tapnell,  near  Freshwater, 
on  March  30th.  In  the  Members’  Heavyweight  Race  six 
faced  the  starter,  and  Mr.  S.  G.  Mumford’s  Soldier  Bold 
(Mr.  J.  Y.  Joliffe),  who  won  the  Lightweight  Race  the 
previous  year,  was  first,  a  circumstance  which  makes  one 
inclined  to  wonder  whether  the  stereotyped  ideas  of  some 
theorists  about  weight  carrying  are  not  frequently  carried 
to  the  verge  of  exaggeration.  Mr.  J,  C.  Davies’s  Johnny 
Walker  (Mr.  J.  B.  Willis  Fleming)  was  second  and  Mr. 
Willis  Fleming’s  Dan  (Mr.  E.  Willis  Fleming)  was  third. 
In  the  Adjacent  Hunts  Race  there  were  only  three  runners 
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—Mrs.  Willis  Fleming’s  Rex  II  (Mr.  J.  Y.  Joliffe),  Mr.  W. 
Hogan’s  Duhallow  Boy  (Mr.  L.  Watson)  and  Mr.  C. 
Howse’s  The  Skipper  (Mr.  N.  R.  Godwin),  who  finished 
in  the  above  order.  Four  went  to  the  post  for  the  Light¬ 
weight  Race,  which  was  won  by  General  J.  E.  B.  Seeley’s 
Warrior  VII  (Mr.  J.  Y.  Joliffe),  with  Major  H.  R.  Good¬ 
man’s  Sand  Dust  (Mr.  Curzon  Howe)  second  and  Col. 
H.  R.  Chadley’s  Good  Girl  II  (owner)  third.  In  the 
Military  Race  there  were  six  runners,  and  Col.  H.  R. 
Charley’s  Kitty  (owner)  was  the  winner.  Mr.  E.  V.  Burke 
Murphy’s  Flossy  (owner)  and  Mr.  N.  O’D.  Grimshaw’s 
Toby  (owner)  were  second  and  third. 

The  1923  meeting  was  held  at  Tapnell,  near  Freshwater, 
on  April  5th.  Only  four  went  to  the  post  for  the  Heavy¬ 
weight  Race,  which  found  Mr.  S.  G.  Mumford’s  Soldier 
Bold  once  more  to  the  fore,  this  being  his  third  successive 
victory  in  three  years — a  fine  performance.  The  other 
places  were  filled  by  Mr.  J.  Y.  Joliffe’s  Newclose  Lass 
(owner)  and  Mr.  J.  Willis  Fleming’s  Mother  (owner),  who 
finished  in  the  above  order.  There  were  four  runners 
in  the  Lightweight  Race,  which  resulted  in  a  dead-heat 
between  Mr.  J.  C.  Davis’s  Johnny  Walker  (Mr.  E.  Willis 
Fleming),  who  was  second  in  the  Heavyweight  Race  the 
preceding  year,  and  Mr.  E.  G.  Lowe’s  Starlight  (owner), 
with  Mr.  F.  Cave’s  Little  Nell  (Mr.  W.  R.  Pittis)  third. 
Half  a  dozen  faced  the  starter  in  the  Ladies’  Race.  Miss 
E.  Willis  Fleming’s  Kitty  (owner)  was  again  a  winner,  with 
Mrs.  Burgoyne’s  Ornis  (owner)  second  and  Mrs.  Hobart’s 
Prince  (owner)  third.  There  were  five  runners  in  the 
Military  Race,  which  was  won  by  Col.  Charley’s  Kitty 
(owner).  Mr.  N.  O’D.  Grimshaw’s  Toby  (owner)  and 
Mr.  W.  McGavin’s  Lorna  (Mr.  Crouch)  filled  the  other 
places  in  the  order  named. 


CHAPTER  VII 


WORCESTERSHIRE,  HEREFORDSHIRE  AND  SOUTH  WALES 

NO  part  of  the  country  has  a  more  intimate  con¬ 
nexion  with  the  sports  of  the  field  than  the 
Cotswolds.  Justice  Shallow  and  Silence  talked 
with  technical  and  intimate  knowledge  of  the 
sports  connected  with  that  fine  country  which  separates 
the  basins  of  the  Severn  and  the  Thames.  It  seems  hard 
to  imagine  a  time  when  sport  was  not  a  leading  feature  of 
the  Cotswold  Hills  and  their  wooded  slopes,  which  formed 
at  one  time  part  of  Lord  Fitzhardinge’s  country. 

The  Cotswold  Hunt  was  in  the  mastership  of  Mr. 
H.  O.  Lord  from  1904-19,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Capt. 
M.  W.  Muir.  Mr.  Herbert  O.  Lord’s  long  term  of  office 
gained  him  a  host  of  friends,  and  his  services  as  master 
were  recognised  by  the  members  and  followers  of  the  hunt, 
who  presented  him  with  his  portrait  in  oils,  and  he  was  also 
presented  with  a  silver  salver  and  illuminated  address  by 
the  farmers  on  his  retirement.  Capt.  Mathew  William 
Muir  was  only  three  years  in  office,  his  death  taking  place 
in  1922,  and  Major  L.  A.  Jackson,  of  Dowdeswell  House, 
Andoversford,  succeeded  him.  Major  Jackson  hunts  his 
own  hounds. 

The  1920  point-to-point  meeting  was  held  at  Staverton, 
near  Cheltenham,  on  March  30th.  In  the  Lightweight 
Race  Capt.  M.  W.  Muir’s  Liffey  Bank  was  the  winner, 
with  Mr.  E.  F.  Boath’s  Skeffington  second  and  Mr.  E.  G. 
Pease’s  Nelson’s  Pillar  third.  The  Members’  Welter  Race 
went  to  Mrs.  M.  W.  Muir’s  The  Doctor  ;  next  followed 
Mr.  W.  N.  Unwin’s  Ragtime  VI,  and  Mr.  R.  G.  Llewel¬ 
lyn’s  Disguise  was  third.  In  the  Adjoining  Hunts  Race 
the  placed  three  were  Capt.  M.  W,  Muir’s  Red  Hackle, 
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Mr.  F.  W.  Winterbotham’s  Playful  Picton  and  Mrs.  A.  H. 
McClintock’s  Why  Not  in  the  foregoing  order. 

The  1921  meeting  was  held  at  the  same  place  on  April 
5th.  The  five  runners  in  the  Lightweight  Race  were 
headed  by  Mr.  G.  R.  P.  Llewellyn’s  Wild  Monk  (owner), 
Capt.  E.  B.  T.  Studd’s  Pat  (Capt.  Cropper)  and  Mr.  W.  M. 
Unwin’s  Alfredo  (Mr.  Preston  Jones),  who  finished  in  the 
above  order.  In  the  Welter  Race  there  were  also  four 
runners,  Major  A.  Richards’s  Roche  (Mr.  W.  F.  Holman) 
heading  the  lot,  with  Capt.  A.  Richardson’s  The  Vale 
(owner)  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Sprott’s  Dermot  (Capt.  Jeune) 
finishing  second  and  third.  In  the  Adjoining  Hunts  Race 
there  were  also  four  starters.  Capt.  M.  W.  Muir’s  Morn¬ 
ing  Picture  (Mr.  Gibson)  was  the  winner,  Mr.  Holland 
Martin’s  Rockette  (owner)  was  next,  and  the  third  place 
went  to  Mr.  J.  R.  Stevenson’s  Cook  (Mr.  H.  W.  Carr). 

The  meeting  of  1922  took  place  on  March  22nd.  Five 
went  to  the  post  in  the  Lightweight  Race,  which  was  won 
by  Mr.  Preston  Jones’s  Ask  Mamma  (owner).  Mr.  F.  A. 
Idiens’s  Miss  Shamrock  (owner)  came  next,  and  Capt.  G.  N. 
Reynold’s  King’s  Mead  (owner)  took  the  third  place.  Capt. 
A.  Richardson’s  The  Vale  (owner)  improved  his  position 
in  the  Welter  Race,  in  which  there  were  half  a  dozen 
runners,  and  won  from  Mrs.  Alan  Wood’s  Susan  (Mr.  A. 
Wood),  with  Lady  Mary  Kirk’s  Jupiter  (Mr.  C.  P.  Kirk) 
filling  the  other  place.  In  the  Open  Nomination  Race 
there  was  a  fine  field  of  fourteen.  Mr.  G.  Prince’s  Penguin 
(owner)  was  the  winner,  with  Mr.  Graeme  Thomson’s 
Bellefleet  (owner)  second  and  Mr.  Holland  Martin’s 
Rockette  (owner)  third. 

The  1923  meeting  took  place  on  March  13th.  In  the 
Lightweight  Race  there  was  a  fine  field  of  a  dozen.  Mr. 
Preston  Jones’s  Ask  Mamma  (owner)  was  again  a  winner. 
Mr.  C.  S.  Campbell’s  Joker  (Mr.  Minet)  and  Capt.  G.  N. 
Reynold’s  Fairford  Lad  (owner)  followed  in  the  above 
order.  Six  faced  the  starter  for  the  Welter  Race,  in  which 
Mr.  W.  N.  Unwin’s  Shuffling  Along  (owner),  Capt.  A. 
Richardson's  Manners  (owner)  and  Major  Topper’s 
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Radiant  (Capt.  Austin)  finished  in  the  above  order.  Eight 
went  to  the  post  for  the  Nomination  Race,  in  which  Mr. 
G.  Pease’s  Enniscorthy  (owner)  was  the  winner,  with  Mr. 
W.  N.  Unwin’s  Court  Magic  (Mr.  R.  Eaton)  second  and 
Mr.  J.  E.  C.  Johnson’s  Beaufort  (owner)  third. 

The  North  Cotswold  were  under  the  mastership  of 
Mr.  C.  T.  Scott  from  1910-21,  and  for  two  years  before 
he  undertook  the  duties  of  master  single-handed  he  had 
been  joint  master  with  Sir  John  Hume  Campbell.  In  1921 
Mr.  C.  B.  Kidd  of  Campden  House,  Campden,  Glos., 
undertook  the  duties  of  master.  He  hunts  his  own  hounds. 

The  point-to-point  meeting  of  1920  was  held  at  Buck- 
lands  Field,  near  Broadway.  In  the  Lightweight  Race 
Mr.  T.  C.  Scott’s  Blarney  was  the  winner,  with  Capt. 
M.  W.  Muir’s  Dranganbeg  second  and  Capt.  E.  P.  Bras- 
sey’s  Lavengro  third.  In  the  Nomination  Race  Mr.  G. 
Freer’s  Acetylene  Light  was  the  winner,  with  Mr.  S.  E. 
Gwyer’s  Colleen  and  Capt.  S.  J.  Green’s  Master  Trenholme 
filling  the  other  places  in  the  order  named.  The  Members’ 
Welter  Race  went  to  Mrs.  M.  W.  Muir’s  The  Doctor,  with 
Capt.  E.  T.  Scott’s  Ugly  and  Mr.  E.  T.  Holland’s  Macarthy 
second  and  third.  In  the  United  Service  Race  Col.  G. 
Paynter’s  Avondhu  II  was  the  winner.  Then  came  Capt. 
D.  M.  B.  Hall’s  Wasp  IV,  and  Mr.  F.  W.  Winterbotham’s 
Playful  Picton  was  third. 

The  1921  meeting  was  held  at  the  same  place  on  March 
15th.  There  were  only  four  runners  in  the  Lightweight 
Race.  Mr.  G.  Lees-Milne’s  Begob  (Mr.  R.  Eaton),  Mr. 
C.  T.  Scott’s  Killarney  (Mr.  H.  Scott)  and  Mr.  W.  D. 
Fisher’s  Pop  Gun  finished  in  the  above  order.  In  the 
Nomination  Race  Capt.  M.  W.  Muir’s  Swivel  (Mr.  K. 
Gibson)  was  the  winner.  Then  came  Mr.  W.  D.  Unwin’s1 
Alfredo  (Mr.  Preston  Jones),  and  third  place  went  to  Mr. 
F.  Weatherby’s  Aconite  (owner).  The  Members’  Welter 

1  In  the  record  for  1921  the  initials  of  Alfredo’s  owner  are  given  as 
W.  M.  under  the  Cotswold  Hunt  and  W.  D.  under  the  North  Cotswold. 
There  are  many  instances  of  the  same  kind,  and  it  has  been  a  difficult 
task  to  get  anything  approaching  accuracy. 
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Race  had  a  field  of  five.  Mr.  G.  Lees-Milne’s  Begorra 
(Mr.  R.  Eaton)  was  the  winner,  with  Mr.  Holland  Martin’s 
Macarthy  (owner)  and  Mr.  Norman  A.  Kayll’s  Lady 
(owner)  second  and  third. 

The  1922  meeting  took  place  at  Dumbleton  on  March 
28th.  The  Lightweight  Race  had  only  four  runners. 
Mr.  W.  D.  Fisher’s  Ven  Mill  (owner)  was  first,  Mr.  E. 
Holland  Martin’s  Sinister  (owner)  came  next,  and  Mr.  G. 
Lees-Milne’s  Begob  (Mr.  R.  Eaton)  was  third.  A  good 
field  of  eight  went  to  the  post  for  the  North  Cotswold 
Nomination  Race.  Major  C.  Pemberton  Stedall’s  Wellin- 
gate  (owner)  was  the  winner.  Then  came  Mr.  J.  Graeme 
Thomson’s  Bellefleet  (owner),  with  Mr.  G.  Lees-Milne’s 
Killahard  (Mr.  R.  Eaton)  third.  The  North  Cotswold 
Welter  Race  had  a  field  of  five,  Mr.  T.  C.  Hiatt’s  Badger 
(Mr.  Max  Jordan),  Col.  Hayworth  Savage’s  Paper  Money 
(owner)  and  Mr.  W.  D.  Fisher’s  Moya  (owner)  finishing 
in  the  above  order. 

The  meeting  of  1923  was  also  held  at  Dumbleton,  the 
date  March  13th.  The  Lightweight  Race  had  a  field  of 
five,  which  was  headed  by  Mr.  W.  D.  Fisher’s  Ven  Mill 
(owner)  for  the  second  time.  The  1921  winner,  Mr.  G. 
Lees-Milne’s  Begob  (Mr.  R.  Eaton),  was  second,  and  Mr. 
M.  H.  Scott’s  Yorkshire  Lass  (owner)  filled  the  other  place. 
Eight  faced  the  starter  in  the  Nomination  Race,  in  which 
Lady  Grey’s  Little  Hulloa  (Sir  J.  Grey)  was  first ;  the 
other  places  being  filled  by  Mr.  Eric  Johnson’s  Beaufort 
(owner)  and  Mrs.  R.  Lakin’s  Black  ’Un  (Capt.  P.  F. 
Forrest)  in  the  order  given.  The  Welter  Race  had  only 
four  runners,  the  three  leaders  being  Mr.  J.  B.  Muir’s 
Lucky  Number  (Mr.  F.  Weatherby),  Mr.  G.  Lees-Milne’s 
Begorra  (Mr.  R.  Eaton)  and  Miss  Helen  Rodocanachi’s 
Perfection  (Lord  Killeen),  who  finished  in  the  above  order. 

Sir  George  Bullough  and  Capt.  Peacocke  commenced 
their  joint  mastership  of  the  Ledbury  in  1908.  The  joint 
mastership  came  to  an  end  at  the  end  of  a  couple  of  seasons 
through  the  retirement  of  Capt.  Peacocke,  and  Sir  George 
Bullough  went  on  single-handed.  On  the  outbreak  of  the 
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war  Sir  George  Bullough  joined  the  colours.  W.  Batchelor 
was  the  huntsman  at  this  time,  and  he  continued  in  that 
place  till  the  retirement  of  Sir  George  Bullough  at  the  end 
of  the  season  1921-22,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  H.  Turner. 

On  the  retirement  of  Sir  George  Bullough  he  was  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  Lord  Somers  and  Major  Ian  Bullough. 

On  Sir  George  Bullough’s  retirement  he  was  the  re¬ 
cipient  of  a  pair  of  silver  goblets  from  the  members  of  the 
Ledbury  Hunt  as  an  acknowledgment  of  the  good  work 
he  had  done  for  the  hunt  during  a  period  of  fourteen  years. 

The  Ledbury  Point-to-Point  Meeting  of  1920  was  held 
at  Redmarley  on  April  8th.  The  Red  Coat  Race  was 
won  by  Sir  G.  Bullough’s  Gondola  (Mr.  J.  G.  Bletsoe), 
with  Mr.  M.  N.  Unwin’s  Ragtime  VI  (owner)  and  Mr. 
J.  K.  Stevenson’s  Bran  Bag  (Mr.  W.  Carr)  filling  the 
other  places  in  the  above  order.  Lady  Bullough’s  Cup 
Race  was  won  by  Mr.  M.  W.  Muir’s  Red  Hackle  (Mr.  A. 
Knowles)  ;  Mr.  E.  G.  Pease’s  Nelson’s  Pillar  (owner)  was 
second  and  Mr.  D.  Faber’s  Dance  of  Snow  (Capt.  W. 
Pepper)  was  third.  H.M.  Service  Foxhunters’  Nomination 
Race  was  won  by  Mr.  M.  W.  Muir’s  Liffey  Bank  (Mr.  A. 
Knowles)  ;  and  in  the  Adjoining  Hunts  Race  Mr.  A. 
Smith’s  Sire  T  (Mr.  A.  Smith,  Jun.)  was  the  winner. 

During  the  period  under  consideration  the  South  Here¬ 
fordshire  saw  many  changes.  Mr.  Albright  was  master 
in  1914,  having  then  been  in  office  three  seasons.  He  at 
once  joined  the  colours,  and  was  succeeded  in  the  master¬ 
ship  by  Mr.  W.  B.  Ker,  who  was  master  for  two  years. 
Mr.  Ker  was  then  joined  in  1917  by  Mr.  H.  Adkins  and 
they  were  joint  masters  for  one  season.  Mr.  Ker  retired 
and  Mr.  Adkins  went  on  single-handed  for  a  season,  and 
then  he  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  H.  A.  Clive,  who  was  in 
office  two  seasons,  and  then  he  was  joined  by  Mr.  R.  E. 
Pritchard.  The  partnership  only  lasted  a  season,  and  Mr. 
Clive  had  another  year  as  master  single-handed.  He  then 
retired,  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  R.  E.  Pritchard  and 
Mr.  U.  R.  Corbett  Winder. 

The  first  South  Herefordshire  and  Ross  Point-to-Point 
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Meeting  after  the  war  was  held  at  Hildersley  on  April  18th, 
1920.  The  Local  Subscribers’  Lightweight  Race  was  won 
by  Mr.  F.  Steward’s  A  New  Suit,  with  Mr.  H.  A.  Clive’s 
Fairfax  second  and  Mr.  A.  G.  Harris’s  St.  Michael  third. 
In  the  Nomination  Race  Mrs.  G.  Stokes’s  Jumper  was  the 
winner,  Capt.  M.  W.  Muir’s  Liffey  Bank  and  Mr.  G. 
Stokes’s  Succubus  filling  the  other  places  in  the  order 
given.  In  the  Local  Subscribers’  Welter  Race  Major 
K.  W.  Milne’s  Rattle  III,  Mr.  S.  G.  Gates’  Merrythought 
and  Major  G.  Hones’s  Garley  finished  in  the  order  named. 

The  next  two  meetings  were  also  held  at  Hildersley. 
The  meeting  of  1921  took  place  on  April  15th.  For  the 
Local  Subscribers’  Lightweight  Race  six  faced  the  starter. 
Mr.  K.  W.  Milne’s  Lucinda  III  (owner)  was  first.  Then 
came  Mr.  H.  A.  Clives’s  The  Rat  (owner)  and  Mr.  R. 
Thompson’s  Flighty  (Mr.  E.  Wigmore)  in  succession. 
The  Nomination  Race  brought  a  dozen  horses  to  the  post. 
Capt.  Muir’s  Survival  (Mr.  J.  Gibson)  was  the  winner. 
Then  came  Mr.  G.  Edwards’s  Grey  Dawn  (Mr.  P.  Jones), 
and  the  third  place  went  to  Mrs.  E.  Stokes’s  Edwinstowe 
(Lord  Burghersh).  In  the  Adjacent  Hunts  Race  Col.  R. 
Smyth’s  Knockanore  (owner),  Mr.  G.  Edwards’s  Roman  II 
(owner)  and  Major  R.  Pettit’s  Royal  Bow  (Mr.  J.  Howells) 
finished  in  the  order  given.  In  the  Subscribers’  Welter 
Race  Mr.  K.  W.  Milne’s  Rattle  III  (owner)  was  the  winner, 
followed  by  Mr.  S.  G.  Yates’s  Merrythought  (Mr.  R.  Brown) 
and  Mr.  R.  Thompson’s  Flighty  (Mr.  R.  R.  Griffiths). 

The  meeting  of  1922  took  place  on  April  25th.  There 
were  only  three  runners  in  the  Subscribers’  Race,  and  they 
finished  as  placed,  viz.  Major  K.  W.  Milne’s  Lucinda  III 
(owner)  and  Mr.  P.  S.  Morgan’s  Rowdy  Bill  (Mr.  U.  L. 
Slean),  the  other  not  finishing.  Twelve  faced  the  starter 
in  the  Adjacent  Hunts  Race,  in  which  Mr.  J.  K.  Steven¬ 
son’s  Gris  Royale  (owner)  was  the  winner.  Mr.  V.  Colde- 
cutt’s  Dairy  Girl  (owner)  came  next  and  Mr.  J.  Rimell’s 
Sportsman  XX  (Mr.  R.  Griffiths)  was  third.  In  the 
Nomination  Race  the  field  numbered  half  a  dozen.  Mr. 
G.  Stokes  won  with  Cortyan’s  Joy  (owner),  Mr.  W. 
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Holman’s  Top  Knot  (owner)  and  Mr.  F.  Clift’s  Teine  Lass 
(Mr.  S.  H.  Stedman)  filling  the  other  places  in  the  order 
given.  The  Subscribers’  Welter  Race  had  four  runners 
and  was  won  by  Major  K.  W.  Milne’s  Scoff  (owner),  with 
Mrs.  R.  E.  Pritchard’s  Timus  (Mr.  R.  Hodges)  second  and 
Mr.  H.  B.  Caw’s  The  O’Donoghue  (Mr.  F.  Brown)  third. 

The  meeting  of  1923  was  held  at  Haywood,  near  Here¬ 
ford,  on  April  10th.  The  Lightweight  Race  had  half  a 
dozen  runners.  Mr.  P.  S.  Morgan’s  Rowdy  Bill  (Mr.  J. 
Hodges)  headed  the  lot.  Then  came  Mr.  H.  A.  Clive’s 
Midland  (Mr.  E.  Wigmore)  and  Mr.  T.  Stokes’s  Dainty 
Lingerie  (Mr.  R.  Griffiths)  in  the  foregoing  order.  The 
Jim  Morgan  Cup  Nomination  Race  brought  out  a  good 
field  of  ten.  Mr.  J.  Preston  Jones  won  with  Ask  Mamma 
(owner),  followed  by  Mr.  R.  J.  Hines’s  Highball  (owner) 
and  Mr.  Rimell’s  Bedford  Row  (Mr.  Delmege)  as  placed. 
The  Adjacent  Hunts  Race  also  brought  out  a  good  field, 
nine  going  to  the  post.  Mr.  J.  Collier-Bristow’s  Mikado  III 
was  the  winner.  Next  to  him  was  Mr.  A.  Cotton’s  Broom- 
hill  II  (Mr.  Stedman),  and  Mr.  J.  Rimell’s  Sportsman  XX 
(Mr.  J.  S.  Davies)  was  third.  In  the  Welter-weight  Race, 
which  was  run  simultaneously  with  the  Farmers’  Welter, 
there  were  only  three  runners,  and  only  two  finished,  who 
were  placed  in  the  following  order,  viz.  Mrs.  H.  Meredith’s 
Sherwood  Forest  (Mr.  H.  Meredith)  and  Major  K.  W. 
Milne’s  Steadfast  (owner). 

The  North  Herefordshire  had  been  for  one  season 
under  the  rule  of  Major  R.  L.  Kidston  in  1914,  and  he 
remained  in  office  until  1918.  Then  Major  R.  L.  Heygate 
and  Mr.  A.  L.  Gaddesden  were  joint  masters  for  a  season. 
They  were  succeeded  in  1919  by  the  Earl  of  Essex,  who 
was  at  the  head  of  affairs  till  1923,  when  he  was  followed 
by  Mr.  A.  P.  Robinson,  who  hunts  the  hounds  himself. 
Mr.  Robinson  has  had  a  wide  experience  of  hunting  all 
over  the  country.  At  one  time  he  was  well  known  with 
the  York  and  Ainsty  and  Bramham  Moor. 

The  point-to-point  meeting  of  1920  was  held  at  Burley 
Gate  on  April  10th.  In  the  Subscribers’  Lightweight  Race 
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Mr.  G.  H.  Edwards’s  Grey  Dawn  II  (Mr.  H.  S.  Stedman) 
was  the  winner,  the  other  places  being  filled  by  Major  R.  L. 
Heygate’s  Sally  (owner)  and  Mrs.  Jenney’s  Myrtle  (Mr.  J. 
Howells)  in  the  above  order.  The  Nomination  Race  was 
won  by  Mr.  H.  Gittins’s  The  Savage  (Mr.  J.  Howells). 
Mr.  J.  E.  Clarke’s  Lydiates  Boy  (owner)  was  second,  and 
the  remaining  place  was  filled  by  Mr.  T.  Yates’s  Fairweather 
(Mr.  B.  Yates). 

The  1921  meeting  was  held  at  Moreton  Jefferies  on 
April  9th.  The  Subscribers’  Lightweight  Red  Coat  Race 
had  a  field  of  five,  at  the  head  of  which  was  placed  Major 
R.  L.  Heygate’s  Sally  (owner),  who  was  second  in  the 
previous  year.  Mr.  G.  H.  Edwards’s  Roman  II  (Mr.  H.  N. 
Edwards)  and  Mr.  S.  W.  O ’Conor’s  Actress  (Mr.  H.  S. 
Stedman)  filled  the  other  places.  Twelve  horses  went  to 
the  post  for  the  Nomination  Race,  in  which  Mr.  T.  C.  B. 
Lloyd’s  Billikins  (owner)  was  the  winner.  Mr.  G.  S. 
Edwards’s  Grey  Dawn  V  (Mr.  H.  S.  Stedman)  was  second 
and  Mr.  J.  Moore’s  Jim  (Mr.  G.  Arnold)  was  third.  The 
Subscribers’  Heavyweight  Red  Coat  Race  only  brought 
three  to  the  post,  viz.  Major  R.  L.  Heygate’s  Landsend 
(owner),  Mr.  H.  J.  Stedman’s  Sultan  (owner)  and  Mr.  W. 
Brocklehurst’s  Tisdale  (Mr.  H.  Whiteman),  who  finished 
in  the  above  order. 

Moreton  Jefferies  was  again  the  venue  of  the  point-to- 
point  meeting  in  1922,  which  took  place  on  April  8th. 
The  N.  and  S.  Herefordshire  Hunts  Race  Challenge  Cup, 
a  new  and  very  interesting  item  in  the  programme,  brought 
out  eight  runners.  Mr.  G.  H.  Edwards’s  Roman  II  (Mr. 
H.  Whiteman),  who  was  second  in  the  Lightweight 
Race  in  the  previous  year,  was  the  winner.  Then  came 
Mrs.  T.  E.  Mitchell’s  Miss  Potter  (Mr.  R.  H.  Eaton)  and 
Mr.  T.  C.  White’s  Confidence  V  (Mr.  R.  Brown)  in  the 
order  named.  Seven  faced  the  starter  in  the  Nomination 
Race,  in  which  Mr.  J.  E.  Clarke’s  Lydiates  Boy  (Mr.  R.  W. 
Griffiths)  was  again  a  winner.  Mr.  James  Moore’s  Car- 
bury  (Mr.  R.  H.  Eaton)  was  second,  and  third  place  was 
filled  by  Mr.  C.  D.  Hunt’s  Aconite  (Mr.  J.  Arnold).  The 
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Subscribers’  Lightweight  Red  Coat  Race  had  only  three 
runners,  and  of  these  one  did  not  finish.  Mr.  J.  G.  Farr’s 
Provost  (Mr.  L.  G.  Farr)  won,  with  Major  R.  L.  Heygate’s 
Geisha  (Mr.  W.  T.  Nott)  second.  The  Heavyweight  Red 
Coat  Race  brought  eight  horses  to  the  post.  Mr.  W.  J. 
Rimell’s  Sportsman  (Mr.  J.  S.  Davies)  was  the  winner, 
with  Mr.  A.  E.  Baldwin’s  Tommy  (Mr.  B.  W.  Griffiths) 
second  and  Mr.  W.  T.  Birchley’s  Cinema  (Mr.  H.  H.  j 
Birchley)  third.  ! 

The  meeting  of  1923  took  place  at  Burley  Gate  on 
April  7th.  Half  a  dozen  faced  the  starter  for  the  North  j 
and  South  Herefordshire  Hunt  Race,  which  was  again 
won  by  Mr.  G.  H.  Edwards’s  Roman  II  (Mr.  H.  Whiteman). 
Mr.  FI.  Gittins’s  Blondin  (Mr.  C.  Evans)  was  second  and 
Mrs.  T.  E.  Mitchell’s  Miss  Potter  (Mr.  R.  H.  Eaton)  was 
third.  There  were  five  runners  in  the  Nomination  Race, 
in  which  Mr.  A.  Pearson’s  Joan  (Mr.  G.  D.  Hunt),  Mr. 
Audley  Cotton’s  Broom  Hill  (Mr.  R.  W.  Griffiths)  and 
Mr.  C.  P.  Davies’s  Spitfire  III  (Mr.  L.  Vines)  finished  in 
the  above  order.  A  field  of  five  went  to  the  post  in  the 
Lightweight  Race,  in  which  Mr.  W.  P.  Levick’s  Lady  Pat 
(Mr.  H.  S.  Stedman)  was  the  winner.  Mrs.  D.  Jenney’s 
Christone  (Mr.  J.  S.  King)  came  next,  with  Mr.  G.  H. 
Edwards’s  Sailor  (Mr.  R.  W.  Griffiths)  third.  There  were 
eight  runners  in  the  Heavyweight  Race,  which  was  run  at 
the  same  time  as  the  Farmers’  Heavyweight  Race.  Miss 
G.  Heygate’s  Geisha  (Mr.  W.  Nott)  was  first,  with  Mr. 
G.  E.  Godson’s  Sweet  Rathangan  (Mr.  J.  A.  Hill)  second  and 
Mr.  W.  Brocklehurst’s  Tisdall  (Mr.  H.  Whiteman)  third. 

The  Croome  Hounds  were  under  the  mastership  of 
Lord  Charles  Bentinck  from  1909  to  1914,  and  on  his 
retirement  the  present  master,  Mr.  W.  J.  Gresson  of  Stoke 
House,  Severn  Stoke,  took  hold,  and  he  has  been  at  the 
head  of  affairs  ever  since.  Bert  Hawtin  has  been  hunts¬ 
man  since  1920.  He  succeeded  Will  Friend. 

On  his  retirement  Lord  Charles  Bentinck’s  services  were 
acknowledged  by  a  testimonial  from  the  farmers  and  puppy 
walkers,  which  took  the  form  of  a  silver  rose-bowl  and  pair 
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of  candlesticks,  and  a  Royal  Worcester  tea  and  coffee  service 
was  given  to  Lady  Bentinck  at  the  same  time.  Lord  Charles 
Bentinck  went  to  the  Southwold  country,  where  he  became 
a  joint  master  with  Mr.  E.  P.  Rawnsley,  but  before  he  had 
well  time  to  settle  to  his  new  duties  he  joined  the  colours. 

Perhaps  no  more  fitting  opportunity  than  the  present 
can  be  found  for  mentioning  a  notable  presentation  which 
took  place  about  the  same  time.  This  was  to  the  Earl  of 
Coventry,  who  had  been  Lord- Lieutenant  of  the  county 
of  Worcestershire  from  1891.  The  presentation  took  the 
form  of  a  portrait  in  oils  in  the  uniform  of  Lord-Lieutenant. 
No  man  has  filled  a  more  prominent  position  in  the  world 
of  sport  than  Lord  Coventry.  He  has  won  the  Grand 
National  twice,  with  Emblem  and  Emblematic,  and  he  has 
owned  many  good  ’chasers,  amongst  whom  may  be  men¬ 
tioned  Chimney  Sweep.  Lord  Coventry  has  also  done 
good  work  as  a  judge  at  horse  shows  ;  but  it  is  in  the 
hunting  field  that  he  has  done  his  most  prominent  work. 
He  was  twice  master  of  the  Royal  Buckhounds,  and  he 
founded  two  packs  of  hounds,  of  which  the  Croome  was 
one  and  the  North  Cotswold  the  other. 

The  point-to-point  meetings  have  all  been  brought  off 
at  or  near  Upton  on  Severn  since  1920.  The  1920  meeting 
took  place  on  April  6th.  The  Red  Coat  Lightweight  Race 
was  won  by  Mr.  S.  C.  Lloyd’s  Brampton  IV,  with  Mr. 
W.  S.  Dupree’s  Muskerry  next,  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Grisson’s 
Safety  filling  the  third  place.  In  the  Red  Coat  Heavy¬ 
weight  Race  Mr.  J.  K.  Stevenson  had  it  all  his  own  way, 
his  Cook  being  first,  and  his  Bran  Bag  second,  nothing  else 
passing  the  post.  In  the  Adjoining  Hunts  Race  Capt. 
W.  M.  Muir’s  Liffey  Bank  added  to  his  respectable  list  of 
victories.  Mr.  W.  N.  Unwin’s  St.  Jean  de  Luxe  was 
second  and  Major  Ian  Bullough’s  Bruagh’s  Pride  was  third. 

The  next  meeting  took  place  on  March  29th,  1921.  It 
was  a  great  improvement  on  the  preceding  one,  no  fewer 
than  fifty-five  going  to  the  post  for  the  five  events.  A  field 
of  thirteen  faced  the  starter  in  the  Members’  Race,  in 
which  Mr.  Alexander  Pearson’s  Joan  (Mr.  G.  Hunt)  was 
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first.  Mr.  J.  K.  Stevenson’s  Cook  (Capt.  Carr)  came  next 
in  order,  and  third  place  went  to  Mr.  Holland  Martin’s 
Rockette  (owner).  In  the  Adjoining  Hunts  Race  there 
were  ten  starters.  Capt.  Muir’s  Moving  Pictures  (Mr. 
Gibson)  was  first,  the  other  places  being  filled  by  Capt. 
Aylmer’s  Tiny  (owner)  and  Mr.  W.  F.  Holman’s  Little 
Mystery  II  (owner)  in  the  order  given.  In  the  Nomination 
Race  the  field  numbered  five.  Capt.  Muir’s  Gris  Pot  (Mr. 
Gibson)  was  first,  with  Major  Harrison’s  Crimson  Rambler 
VI  (owner),  the  Garth  winner,  second  ;  and  Mr.  W.  N. 
Unwin’s  Alfredo  (Mr.  Jones)  third. 

The  following  year  the  meeting  was  held  on  April  18th. 
Again  good  fields  were  the  order  of  the  day,  forty-nine 
horses  taking  part  in  the  five  events.  Nine  faced  the 
starter  in  the  Members’  Race,  in  which  Mr.  E.  Holland 
Martin’s  Rockette  (owner),  who  was  third  in  the  previous 
year,  was  on  her  promotion  and  won  from  Mr.  J.  K. 
Stevenson’s  Gris  Royale  (owner),  with  Mr.  Alexander 
Pearson’s  Joan  third.  A  field  of  twelve  went  to  the  post 
in  the  Nomination  Race.  Sir  John  F.  Grey’s  Wynnstay 
was  the  winner.  Then  came  Mr.  W.  N.  Unwin’s  St.  Jean 
de  Luxe  (Mr.  R.  H.  Eaton),  and  Mr.  J.  C.  E.  A.  Johnson’s 
Beaufort  (owner)  was  third.  There  were  seven  runners  in 
the  Adjacent  Hunts  Race,  in  which  Capt.  W.  Pearson’s 
Lady  Jane  (Mr.  Gibb),  Mr.  Preston  Jones’s  Ask  Mamma 
(owner),  the  Cotswold  winner,  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Fisher’s 
Ven  Mill  (owner)  finished  in  the  above  order. 

In  the  following  year  the  meeting  took  place  on  April  3rd. 
Six  went  to  the  post  in  the  Members’  Race,  which  was  won 
by  Mr.  A.  Pearson’s  Joan,  the  Croome  and  Ludlow  winner 
of  1921.  Mr.  J.  C.  Bristow’s  Mikado  III  (owner)  and  Capt. 
H.  Rushton’s  Gold  Dust  (owner)  followed  in  the  order 
named.  The  Nomination  Race  also  had  a  field  of  half  a 
dozen.  Mr.  T.  Cooksey’s  Ben  (Mr.  G.  E.  Bayliss)  was  the 
winner,  with  Capt.  H.  Rushton’s  Grattan  (owner)  second 
and  Mr.  W.  B.  Scott’s  Bubbles  (owner)  third.  The  Adja¬ 
cent  Hunts  Race  brought  out  a  field  of  five,  at  the  head  of 
which  was  placed  Mr.  J.  Preston  Jones’s  Cotswold  and 
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South  Herefordshire  winner,  Ask  Mamma  (owner).  Mr. 
W.  D.  Fisher’s  Pure  Gold  (owner)  was  second  and  Mr. 
W.  B.  Scott’s  Bay  Rum  (owner)  was  third. 

The  Worcestershire  have  known  but  few  changes 
during  the  period  covered  by  this  book.  On  the  retire¬ 
ment  of  Mr.  C.  R.  Mills  at  the  end  of  the  season  1905-6, 
Mr.  Arthur  Jones  of  Ombersley,  near  Droitwich,  succeeded 
him,  and  he  is  still  in  office.  In  1922  he  was  joined  by 
Mr.  W.  H.  Wiggin  of  Bordesley  Hall,  Alvechurch,  but  the 
partnership  only  lasted  two  seasons,  and  he  is  now  going 
on  single-handed.  He  hunts  the  hounds  himself. 

During  the  last  few  years  some  notable  figures  in  the 
world  of  sport  have  passed  away  in  Worcestershire.  One 
of  these  was  Mrs.  Cay,  the  eldest  daughter  of  the  famous 
“  Squire  ”  of  Bentley,  Mrs.  Cheape.  She  was  drowned  in 
the  misfortune  which  happened  to  the  Empress  of  Ireland . 
Mrs.  Cay  was  a  fine  horsewoman,  with  a  fine  nerve,  and 
she  was  always  in  the  first  flight.  Her  mother,  Mrs. 
Cheape,  survived  her  some  seven  years.  She  was  a  notable 
figure  in  her  time,  and  for  many  years  she  kept  a  fine  pack 
of  harriers  at  Bentley  Manor,  with  which  she  showed  fine 
sport  and  won  many  prizes  at  the  hound  shows. 

A  notable  sportsman  who  had  at  one  time  a  great  deal 
to  do  with  the  Croome  country  died  in  1920.  This  was 
Sir  Edward  Walter  Greene,  who  departed  this  life  at  the 
age  of  seventy-seven.  His  hunting  experience  was  a  wide 
one,  and,  like  Whyte  Melville’s  sportsman,  he  had  played 
the  game  all  round.  He  kept  staghounds  and  also  harriers 
at  his  own  expense.  He  was  joint  master  of  the  Suffolk 
Hounds  with  Mr.  E.  Greene,  and  later  on  he  was  sole 
master,  hunting  the  hounds  himself.  At  the  end  of  the 
season  1882-83  his  connexion  with  the  Suffolk  ceased  and 
he  went  on  to  the  Croome,  of  which  pack  he  was  master 
for  six  seasons.  Altogether  he  was  a  master  of  hounds  for 
thirty-four  years,  during  most  of  which  time,  if  not  the 
whole  of  it,  he  did  the  duties  of  huntsman. 

The  point-to-point  meetings  were  held  at  Crowle,  near 
Dunchurch,  The  meeting  of  1920  took  place  on  April  15th. 
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The  Red  Coat  Challenge  Cup  was  won  by  Capt.  N.  M. 
Pearson’s  Lady  Jane,  with  Sir  Charles  Wiggins’s  Park  Gate 
and  Capt.  FI.  P.  Rushton’s  Gold  Dust  VI  coming  next  in 
order.  Lady  Dudley’s  Challenge  Cup  was  won  by  Capt. 
M.  W.  Muir’s  Liffey  Bank,  winner  at  the  Croome,  Ledbury 
and  Cotswold  Meetings.  Mr.  A.  F.  Chillingworth’s  Prime 
Dutch  was  second  and  Mr.  R.  J.  Gunther’s  Sequehart  was 
third.  The  Adjoining  Hunts  Race  was  won  by  Mr.  J.  H. 
Betts’s  Cinders,  with  Mr.  W.  S.  Dupree’s  Muskerry  and 
Mr.  W.  N.  Unwin’s  St.  Jean  de  Luxe  filling  the  other  places 
in  the  order  named. 

Next  year’s  meeting  took  place  on  March  31st.  Good 
fields  were  the  rule,  though  the  Red  Coat  Challenge  Cup 
Race  only  brought  five  to  the  post.  Capt.  H.  P.  Rushton’s 
Gold  Dust  VI,  the  Ludlow  winner  of  the  previous  year, 
was  first.  Then  came  Mr.  A.  Pearson’s  Joan  (Capt.  N.  M. 
Pearson),  the  Croome  winner  ;  and  Mr.  B.  Brookes ’s  Romeo 
(Mr.  M.  Gibbs)  was  third.  In  the  Nomination  Race  the 
fine  field  of  twenty  runners  went  to  the  post.  Mr.  J.  A. 
Dewhurst’s  Conqueror  (Mr.  C.  P.  Dewhurst)  was  the 
winner,  with  Capt.  E.  W.  Paterson’s  Waving  Pin  (owner) 
and  Capt.  Muir’s  Swivel  (Mr.  A.  Knowles)  following  in 
rotation.  In  the  Adjoining  Hunts  Race  the  field  num¬ 
bered  ten.  Mr.  J.  A.  Dewhurst’s  Conjurer  II  (Mr.  P. 
Dewhurst)  was  the  winner.  Then  came  Mr.  F.  R.  Gaskill’s 
Manoeuvre  (owner),  and  Mr.  E.  Holland  Martin’s  Rockette 
(owner)  filled  the  third  place. 

The  meeting  for  1922  was  held  on  April  6th.  The  Red 
Coat  Challenge  Cup  Race  had  a  field  of  five  runners.  Capt. 
Noel  M.  Pearson’s  Lady  Jane  (Mr.  M.  Gibbs),  Mr.  Alex¬ 
ander  Pearson’s  Joan  (Mr.  G.  D.  Hunt)  and  Capt.  H.  P. 
Rushton’s  Gold  Dust  VI  (owner),  all  well-known  horses  in 
the  West,  finished  in  the  above  order.  In  the  Nomination 
Race  (Lady  Dudley’s  Cup)  the  fine  field  of  twenty  runners 
faced  the  starter.  Major  I.  A.  Straker’s  Glengarry  II 
(owner)  was  the  winner,  with  Mr.  J.  A.  Garland  Bennett’s 
Cape  Pigeon  (owner)  second  and  Capt.  D’Arcy  Halford’s 
Weyman  (Capt.  J.  C.  Bristow)  third.  The  Adjoining 
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Hunts  Race  brought  out  a  field  of  eleven,  at  the  head  of 
which  was  placed  Sir  J.  F.  Grey’s  Wynnstay  (owner),  with 
Mr.  Jonas  Moore’s  Carbury  (Mr.  G.  Arnold)  and  Major  C. 
Pemberton  Stedall’s  Ionian  Ferry  (owner)  filling  the  other 
places  in  the  above  order. 

In  1923  the  meeting  was  held  on  March  31st.  There 
were  five  runners  in  the  Red  Coat  Challenge  Cup  Race, 
and  the  issue  was  left  to  three  well-known  performers,  viz. 
Capt.  H.  P.  Rushton’s  Gold  Dust  VI  (Mr.  M.  Gibbs), 
Capt.  H.  P.  Rushton’s  Grattan  (owner)  and  Capt.  T. 
Cooksey’s  Ben  (Mr.  E.  Bayliss),  who  finished  in  the  above 
order.  It  is  seldom  such  a  field  is  seen  at  a  point-to-point 
meeting  as  went  to  the  post  for  the  Nomination  Race  (Lady 
Dudley’s  Challenge  Cup),  no  fewer  than  twenty-five  facing 
the  starter.  Mr.  R.  J.  Hines’s  High  Ball  (Mr.  C.  P.  Dew- 
hurst)  was  the  winner,  with  Mr.  W.  N.  Unwin’s  Court 
Magic  (Mr.  R.  H.  Eaton)  second  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Betts’s 
Cinders  II  (owner)  third.  There  were  four  runners  in  the 
Adjacent  Hunts  Race,  in  which  Major  C.  P.  Stedall’s 
Ionian  Ferry  (owner),  Mr.  S.  K.  Gwyer’s  Colleen  (owner) 
and  Capt.  G.  Pigot-Moodie’s  Whippett  (owner)  finished 
in  the  foregoing  order. 

The  Ludlow  Hunt  has  seen  some  changes  during  the 
last  ten  years.  In  1914,  Mr.  H.  C.  Meredith  and  Mr.  J.  E. 
Charleton  had  been  joint  masters  for  a  year,  and  they  con¬ 
tinued  in  office  till  the  end  of  the  season  1915-16,  when 
Mr.  H.  C.  Meredith  retired  and  Mr.  H.  E.  Whitaker  joined 
Mr.  Charleton.  This  partnership  went  on  for  three  seasons, 
and  then  the  partners  retired  and  Major  H.  C.  Meredith 
ruled  for  a  season.  He  was  succeeded  by  Col.  C.  G.  Mayall, 
who  also  had  but  one  season  of  office.  In  1921,  Mr.  J.  E. 
Charleton  again  took  hold,  and  two  years  later  he  was 
joined  by  Major  H.  C.  Meredith.  The  two  masters  hunted 
their  own  hounds,  Mr.  Charleton  hunting  the  dogs  and 
Major  Meredith  the  bitches.  In  the  present  year  (1924) 
Mr.  G.  E.  Godson  has  taken  Mr.  Meredith’s  place  as  Mr. 
Charleton ’s  partner. 

In  1920  the  point-to-point  meeting  was  held  at  Crow 
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Leason  on  April  29th.  In  the  Nomination  Race  Mr.  J. 
Victor  Hurst’s  Joystick  (owner),  Mr.  Godson’s  Will  Green 
(owner)  and  Mr.  J.  E.  Jones’s  Mighty  Atom  (owner) 
finished  in  the  order  given.  In  the  Adjoining  Hunts  Race 
Capt.  H.  Rushton’s  Gold  Dust  VI  (owner)  was  the  winner. 
Miss  M.  S.  Cornelius’s  Gratuity  (Mr.  G.  Onslow)  was  second 
and  Capt.  H.  Forester  Brown’s  Darkie  (owner)  was  third. 

In  the  following  year  the  meeting  was  held  at  Woofferton 
on  April  7th.  Another  race  was  added  to  the  programme, 
bringing  up  the  number  of  races  to  five,  including  those 
reserved  for  farmers.  Seven  horses  went  to  the  post  for 
the  Nomination  Race,  in  which  Mr.  J.  Victor  Hurst’s  Joy¬ 
stick  (owner)  was  first.  Mr.  K.  W.  Milne’s  Lucinda  III 
(Mr.  F.  B.  Stewart)  filled  the  second  place,  and  Capt.  Noel 
Pearson’s  Lady  Jane  (owner)  was  third.  In  the  Adjoining 
Hunts  Race  Mr.  Alex  Pearson’s  Joan  (Capt.  G.  D.  Hunt), 
the  Croome  winner,  was  to  the  fore,  with  Mr.  Joseph 
Moore’s  Jim  (Mr.  F.  B.  Steward)  and  Mr.  E.  Blackstead’s 
Pat  (Mr.  R.  W.  Griffiths)  filling  the  other  places  in  the 
order  named.  Five  horses  faced  the  starter  for  the  Mem¬ 
bers’  Race.  Mr.  G.  E.  Godson’s  Sweet  Rathangan  (Major 
J.  Hill)  was  first,  with  Col.  Gosset  Mayall’s  Starlight  (Capt. 
Hill  Lowe)  second  and  Mr.  W.  Tanner’s  Sixpence  (Mr. 
W.  Hodgkiss)  third. 

The  next  meeting  was  held  at  Woofferton  on  April  13th, 
1922.  A  fine  field  of  a  dozen  went  to  the  post  for  the 
Nomination  Race,  which  was  won  by  Sir  John  Grey’s  well- 
known  winner,  Wynnstay,  who  was  to  the  fore  at  the  Wor¬ 
cestershire  and  Croome  Meetings.  Mr.  J»  E.  Clarke’s 
Lydiate’s  Boy  (Mr.  R.  W.  Griffiths),  the  North  Hereford 
winner,  was  second,  and  Major  A.  L.  Fielden’s  Minister 
(owner)  was  third.  In  the  Adjoining  Hunts  Members’ 
Race  seven  horses  faced  the  starter.  Mr.  H.  P.  Rushton’s 
Gold  Dust  VI  (owner)  was  again  a  winner,  with  Mr.  Cecil 
Evans’s  Golden  Pippin  (owner)  and  Mr.  F.  W.  Morris’s 
Bullfinch  (owner)  following  on  in  the  order  given.  A  field 
of  six  went  to  the  post  for  the  Members’  Race.  Mr.  W. 
Tanner’s  Sixpence  (Capt.  Hill  Lowe)  was  the  winner,  with 
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Mr.  G.  E.  Godson’s  Sweet  Rathangan  (Major  J.  A.  Hill) 
second  and  Mr.  E.  Howell’s  Twister  (Mr.  J.  Howells)  third. 

Woofferton  was  also  the  place  of  the  1923  meeting,  which 
took  place  on  April  12th.  Seven  horses  went  to  the  post 
for  the  Nomination  Race.  Capt.  Noel  Pearson’s  Potted 
Peace  (Mr.  M.  Gibbs)  was  first,  with  Mr.  H.  Davies’s 
Morelia  (owner)  and  Mr.  H.  L.  Whatley’s  Blazeaway  (Mr. 

G.  Arnold)  following  in  the  order  named.  In  the  Adjacent 
Hunts  Race  there  was  a  capital  field  of  ten  runners.  Again 
Captain  H.  P.  Rushton’s  Gold  Dust  VI  (owner)  was  in 
winning  form,  Mr.  T.  Cooksey’s  Ben  (Mr.  G.  E.  Bayliss) 
being  second  to  him,  with  Mrs.  Jenney’s  Christine  (Mr. 
J.  H.  King)  taking  third  place.  Seven  faced  the  starter  for 
the  Members’  Race.  Mr.  J.  E.  Charleton’s  Cockspur  (Mr. 
Jim  Howells)  was  the  winner,  with  Mr.  C.  L.  Godson’s 
Mayfly  (owner)  and  Mr.  W.  Tanner’s  Tally  Ho  (Major 

H.  C.  Meredith)  filling  second  and  third  places. 

The  United  was  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  H.  Connop  at  the 
beginning  of  1914.  He  had  been  in  office  since  1911,  but 
he  joined  the  colours  as  soon  as  war  broke  out,  and  he  was 
succeeded  by  Miss  W.  B.  Whitaker,  who  was  master  till 
1919.  Then  a  committee  was  in  charge  for  a  couple  of 
seasons,  and  in  1921  Col.  David  Davies  helped  things  on 
by  taking  the  mastership  for  a  single  season.  In  1922, 
Mr.  Roger  E.  Plowden  succeeded  Col.  Davies  and  is  still 
in  power.  Mr.  Plowden  hunts  the  hounds  himself. 

The  Teme  Valley  is  a  country  of  hilly  pastures  and 
open  moor — one  of  those  countries,  indeed,  in  which  the 
love  of  sport  in  one  form  or  another  has  been  fostered 
almost  from  the  beginning  of  time.  The  hunt  as  now 
formed  has  not  long  been  in  existence,  and  it  is  only  a  little 
over  thirty  years  since  it  was  established  with  Mr.  T.  A. 
Lote  as  its  master.  But  before  that,  and  for  how  long 
before  it  is  difficult  to  say,  harriers  were  kept  in  the  country, 
and  they  kept  the  foxes  moving.  Mr.  T.  A.  Lote’s  con¬ 
nexion  with  the  country  was  a  long  and  a  close  one.  He 
was  master  single-handed  for  sixteen  seasons,  and  then 
Sir  H.  Ripley  joined  him  for  a  couple  of  seasons.  Sir  H. 
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Ripley’s  place  was  then  taken  by  Mr.  J.  F.  Twinberrow  for 
a  couple  of  seasons,  when  he  retired,  and  Mr.  S.  V.  Thomas 
was  partner  with  Mr.  Lote  from  1912  to  1916.  Then 
Mr.  Lote  was  sole  master  for  three  seasons,  his  connexion 
with  the  pack  in  an  official  capacity  having  lasted  twenty- 
seven  years.  Sir  Richard  Green  Price  and  Sir  H.  Ripley 
were  then  joint  masters  for  one  season  only.  Then  Mr. 
G.  D.  Thomson  took  Sir  H.  Ripley’s  place  for  a  season, 
and  he  was  succeeded  by  Captain  T.  Holland  Hibbert,  who 
at  the  end  of  a  season  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  J.  R.  R. 
Fullerton.  This  brought  the  joint  masterships  to  an  end, 
and  in  1923  Mr.  O.  W.  Davies  undertook  the  mastership. 
He  hunts  the  hounds  himself. 

The  Radnorshire  and  West  Hereford  had  been  under 
the  rule  of  Mr.  J.  M.  Curre  four  years  when  the  season  of 
1913-14  came  to  a  close,  and  he  was  in  office  for  other 
five  years.  Mr.  J.  M.  Curre  died  in  1919,  and  the  present 
master,  Major  E.  Longueville,  succeeded  him.  Major 
Longueville  hunts  the  hounds,  as  his  predecessor  did. 

The  point-to-point  meeting  took  place  at  Eardsley  Park 
on  April  6th,  1920,  and  it  should  be  noted  that  it  is  called 
the  Radnor  and  West  Hereford  and  Golden  Valley  Meeting. 
In  the  Local  Subscribers’  Lightweight  Race  Mr.  W.  H. 
Hill’s  Dorothy  was  first,  with  Mr.  L.  Blackstead’s  Pat  second 
and  Capt.  L.  N.  Hope’s  Molly  third.  The  Nomination 
Race  was  won  by  Major  David  Davies’s  Venture.  The 
Local  Subscribers’  Welter  Race  was  won  by  Mrs.  Hope’s 
Passport,  with  Mrs.  Hume’s  Birthday  second  and  Mr.  E.  S. 
Webb’s  Fusilier  third. 

The  meeting  of  1921  took  place  on  April  4th  at  Eardsley 
Park.  There  were  four  starters  in  the  Lightweight  Race 
and  Mr.  Cecil  Evans’s  Golden  Pippin  (owner)  finished  alone. 
There  were  three  runners  in  the  Nomination  Race,  viz. 
Mr.  G.  Stokes’s  Succubus  (owner),  Mr.  K.  W.  Milne’s 
Lucinda  III  (Mr.  F.  V.  Steward)  and  Mr.  L.  Blakstad’s 
Crock  (Mr.  E.  Blakstad),  who  finished  in  the  order  given. 
There  was  a  field  of  five  in  the  Welter  Race,  which  was 
won  by  Mr.  H.  R.  Evans’s  View  Holloa  (Mr.  C.  Evans). 


THE  HISTORY  OF  TEN  YEARS 


251 

Mrs.  Griffiths’s  Actress  (Mr.  F.  V.  Steward)  was  second  and 
Major  H.  R.  Pettit’s  Royal  Ben  (Mr.  J.  Howell)  was  third. 

The  meeting  of  1922  was  held  at  Eardsley  Park  on  April 
nth,  and  it  should  be  noticed  that  “  Golden  Valley  ” 
drops  out  of  the  heading  this  year.  In  the  Lightweight 
Race  there  were  only  two  runners,  Mr.  C.  H.  Evans’s 
Golden  Pippin  (Mr.  R.  W.  Griffiths)  beating  Capt.  F.  L.  U. 
Hope’s  Golden  Rod  (Mr.  A.  W.  Wood).  In  the  Nomina¬ 
tion  Race  there  were  three  runners,  and  Mr.  G.  L.  Stokes’s 
Cortigan’s  Joy  (owner)  was  the  only  one  placed.  The 
Adjoining  Hunts  Race  brought  out  a  field  of  half  a  dozen. 
Mr.  J.  T.  Rogers’s  Reginald  (Mr.  S.  Stedman)  was  the 
winner.  Then  followed  Mr.  E.  Gittins’s  Primrose  (Mr. 
R.  W.  Griffiths),  and  Mr.  G.  E.  Godson’s  Greenhill  II 
(Major  J.  Hill)  was  third.  Five  faced  the  starter  in  the 
Heavyweight  Race.  Mr.  E.  R.  Ellis’s  The  Abbot  (owner) 
was  first,  with  Mr.  C.  H.  Evans’s  The  Juggler  (Mr.  G.  F. 
Wint)  second,  these  being  all  that  completed  the  course. 

The  1923  meeting  was  held  at  Milton,  near  Shobden, 
on  April  14th.  A  field  of  five  went  to  the  post  for  the 
Lightweight  Race,  which  was  won  by  Mr.  C.  H.  Evans’s 
Sunlock  II  (Mr.  G.  Wint).  Miss  Gwyer’s  Killarney  (Mr. 
R.  W.  Griffiths)  was  second  and  Col.  P.  L.  Clowes’s  Swansea 
(Mr.  C.  H.  Evans)  was  third.  Ten  faced  the  starter  in  the 
Adjacent  Hunts  Race,  in  which  the  winner  was  Mr.  G.  H. 
Edwards’s  Roman  II  (Mr.  H.  Whiteman).  Major  K.  W. 
Milne’s  Stedfast  (owner)  was  second,  and  the  third  place 
went  to  Mrs.  Jenney’s  Christine  (Mr.  R.  W.  Griffiths). 

The  Monmouthshire  has  been  one  of  those  fortunate 
hunts  that  have  had  few  changes  of  mastership,  Sir  Arthur 
Herbert  being  at  the  head  of  affairs  from  1908  till  his  death 
in  1921  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven.  Capt.  J.  A.  Herbert 
succeeded  him,  and  in  1922  he  was  joined  by  Col.  Walwyn, 
D.S.O.,  and  the  two  are  still  joint  masters.  F.  Hayes  went 
as  huntsman  in  1922  and  still  carries  the  horn. 

No  point-to-point  meeting  was  held  in  1920,  but  on 
April  nth,  1921,  a  successful  meeting  was  held  at  Raglan. 
The  Heavy  and  Lightweights  ran  together,  probably  as 
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there  were  only  three  starters.  The  winning  Heavyweight 
was  Capt.  J.  Herbert’s  Toby  II  (Col.  Miers),  and  the  winning 
Lightweight  was  Sir  A.  Herbert’s  Sportsman  (Capt.  Nutt). 
Mr.  H.  Lloyd  Thomas’s  Doleful  (owner)  was  the  other 
runner.  In  the  Nomination  Race  six  horses  went  to  the 
post.  Mr.  G.  Stokes’s  Succubus  (Mr.  B.  J.  Rees)  was  the 
winner  ;  Lieut.  F.  Younghusband’s  Pretty  Lady  (owner) 
and  Mr.  W.  Lloyd  Thomas’s  Suzette  (Mr.  H.  Lloyd 
Thomas)  following  in  the  order  given.  The  Adjacent 
Hunts  Race  brought  out  the  field  of  the  day,  ten  facing 
the  starter.  Mr.  J.  R.  Thompson’s  Flightly  (Mr.  F.  Wig- 
more)  was  the  winner.  Mr.  Percy  Ford’s  Frankincense 
(Mr.  F.  H.  Wigmore)  was  second  and  Mr.  N.  L.  Shaw’s 
Rattle  Along  (owner)  was  third. 

The  next  two  meetings  were  both  held  at  Raglan — the 
next  one  on  April  13th,  1922.  The  Light  and  Heavy¬ 
weights  again  ran  together,  a  plan  which  is  certainly  better 
avoided,  for  it  causes  some  confusion  and  seems  to  answer 
no  good  purpose.  Of  Lightweights  there  were  two,  Col. 
J.  G.  Rees’s  Polly  (owner)  and  Col.  M.  Lindsay’s  Ruby 
Mine  (Mr.  M.  Llewellyn),  who  finished  in  the  above 
order.  There  were  four  Heavyweights,  of  which  Mr.  V. 
Bosanquet’s  The  Temple  (Mr.  Spendlove)  finished  first 
and  Capt.  J.  A.  Herbert’s  St.  Gudule  (owner)  second. 
Half  a  dozen  went  to  the  post  for  the  Nomination  Race. 
Mr.  H.  C.  R.  Humphrey’s  Gay  Lolly  (Mr.  E.  Thomas), 
Miss  B.  Clay’s  Mary  Ann  (Mr.  E.  H.  Martin)  and  Mr. 
Bateman’s  Harkaway  (Mr.  Deway)  finished  in  the  above 
order.  The  field  of  the  day  came  out  in  the  Adjacent 
Hunts  Race,  for  which  nine  faced  the  starter.  Mr.  R.  E. 
Pritchard’s  Timms  (Mr.  J.  Hodges)  was  the  winner,  with 
Capt.  Clive’s  The  Rat  (owner)  second  and  Lieut.  J.  G.  Rees’s 
Lady  Doctor  (owner)  third. 

The  next  meeting  was  held  on  April  19th,  1923.  Again 
was  the  plan  of  running  Heavy  and  Lightweights  together 
adopted,  though  on  this  occasion  there  was  not  the  slightest 
necessity  for  it,  for  there  were  half  a  dozen  Lightweights  and 
three  Heavyweights.  The  winning  Lightweight  was  Major 
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R.  Evans’s  Midnight  Oil  (Mr.  Ward  Jackson),  with  Col.  J.  G. 
Rees’s  Lady  Doctor  (owner)  second ;  and  the  winning  Heavy¬ 
weight  was  Capt.  J.  A.  Herbert’s  Bath  Oliver  (owner),  with 
Mr.  F.  Barnett  Barker’s  General  (owner)  second.  In  the 
Nomination  Race  eleven  horses  faced  the  starter.  Major 
Evan  David’s  Winter  (Mr.  Ward  Jackson)  was  the  winner. 
Then  came  Mr.  A.  Williams’s  Paula  (Mr.  E.  Thomas),  and 
Mr.  A.  Masters’s  Warmillion  (Mr.  H.  Lord)  was  third. 
Nine  went  to  the  post  for  the  Adjacent  Hunts  Race,  which 
was  won  by  Mr.  C.  C.  Williams’s  Goldflake  (Major  G. 
Llewellyn),  with  Capt.  Higson  Lewis’s  True  Blue  (Mr. 
Hodge)  and  Sir  Thomas  Fernley’s  Sportsman  (Major 
Walwyn)  following  in  the  order  given. 

Mr.  Curre  hunts  what  is  practically  the  Old  Chepstow 
country,  and  since  it  was  formed  on  the  present  lines  a 
member  of  the  Curre  family  has  been  at  the  head  of  affairs 
forty- one  years,  leaving  thirty-six  years  for  the  rule  of 
others.  Mr.  Edward  Curre,  the  present  master,  has  been 
master  since  1896,  and  he  has  hunted  the  hounds  himself. 
The  pack  is  a  unique  one,  black  and  white  and  tan  being 
unknown.  The  hounds,  indeed,  are  all  badger  or  lemon 
pyes,  and  are  known  in  some  places  as  the  White  Pack. 
Mr.  Curre,  it  is  needless  to  say,  is  a  keen  hound-breeder, 
and  he  did  good  work  amongst  some  of  the  Welsh  packs 
which  were  so  seriously  affected  by  the  prevailing  conditions 
a  few  years  ago. 

In  the  year  1913  Sir  Humphrey  Mackworth  and  Mr.  E. 
Phillips  began  a  joint  mastership  over  the  Llangibby, 
which  lasted  seven  seasons.  In  1920  the  joint  mastership 
came  to  a  close,  and  Major  C.  T.  Jones  was  in  power  for  a 
couple  of  seasons.  In  1922  he  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  E. 
Pemberton  Steer.  Frank  Wellings  has  been  huntsman 
since  1913. 

Lord  Tredegar’s  Hunt  has,  in  one  sense  of  the  word, 
practically  no  history  to  speak  of,  for  it  was  formed  in  1870 
by  the  second  Lord  Tredegar,  and  the  head  of  the  family 
has  been  the  master  ever  since.  Up  to  the  year  1922  the 
country  was  hunted  at  the  expense  of  the  masters,  but  in 


254  FOX-HUNTING  IN  THE  TWENTIETH  CENTURY 

1922  Lord  Tredegar  consented  to  take  a  subscription.  A 
feature  in  connexion  with  Lord  Tredegar’s  Hunt  has  been 
the  show  held  at  Newport  in  the  autumn  of  every  year.  It 
has  scarcely  been  possible  to  carry  this  interesting  gathering 
on  on  the  old  lines  in  recent  years,  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
some  means  may  be  found  of  restoring  it  to  its  pristine 
vigour.  Certainly  the  jumping  at  Coedcernew  was  a  unique 
show,  which  could  not  be  equalled  in  the  country,  for  it 
was  the  “  real  thing  ” — there  was  not  the  least  artificiality 
about  it,  and  there  is  undoubtedly  a  place  for  it  in  our 
show  economy. 

No  point-to-point  meeting  seems  to  have  been  held  until 
1923,  when  a  meeting  was  held  at  Coedcernew,  than  which 
there  could  scarcely  be  a  more  ideal  point-to-point  course, 
as  has  already  been  hinted,  on  March  27th.  There  were 
seven  went  to  the  post  for  the  Lightweight  Race,  the  winner 
of  which  was  Mr.  C.  C.  Williams’s  Goldflake  (Capt.  Bruce), 
the  other  places  being  filled  by  Col.  Rivers  Smith’s  Jabez 
(owner)  and  Major  J.  Windham  Lewis’s  Lodger  II  (owner) 
in  the  order  given.  There  were  also  seven  runners  in  the 
Heavyweight  Race,  which  resulted  in  a  dead  heat  between 
Mr.  R.  E.  Morel’s  Barnstormer  (owner)  and  Capt.  W. 
Higson  Lewis’s  True  Blue  (owner).  Mr.  Alban  Thomas’s 
Solomon  (owner)  was  third.  There  was  a  field  of  nine  in 
the  Adjacent  Hunts  Race,  which  went  to  Mr.  D.  John’s 
Hampton  Queen  (Mr.  R.  D.  Evans),  with  Col.  H.  C.  R. 
Homfray’s  Gay  Lolly  (Mr.  J.  Hodges)  and  Dr.  A.  Mills’s 
March  On  (Mr.  T.  Crabb)  filling  the  other  places  in  the 
order  given. 

Mr.  H.  Homfray  retired  from  the  mastership  of  the 
Glamorgan  Hunt  in  1914,  after  a  mastership  of  eight  years, 
and  he  was  succeeded  by  R.  H.  Williams  of  Bonvilstone 
House,  near  Cardiff,  who  has  been  in  office  ever  since. 

The  first  point-to-point  meeting  after  the  war  was  held 
at  Pantylladron  Farm  on  March  23rd,  1922.  There  was  a 
good  field  of  nine  in  the  Lightweight  Race,  in  which  Major 
W.  Cope’s  Miss  Friary  (Mr.  Lewis  David),  Mr.  C.  C. 
Williams’s  Goldflake  (owner)  and  Mr.  John  Cory,  Junr.’s 
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Polly  (Mr.  G.  Rooney)  finished  in  the  order  given.  There 
were  six  runners  in  the  Heavyweight  Race,  which  was 
headed  by  the  Coedcernew  dead-heater,  Mr.  R.  E.  Morel’s 
Barnstormer  (owner),  with  Mr.  C.  C.  Williams’s  Billy 
(owner)  and  Messrs.  L.  W.  and  A.  E.  Renwick’s  John 
Brown  (Mr.  Lang  Grath)  placed  next. 

The  next  meeting  was  held  on  March  22nd,  1923,  at  the 
same  place.  A  good  field  of  eleven  faced  the  starter  in  the 
Lightweight  Race.  Mr.  Allen  Renwick’s  Old  Oak  (Mr.  D. 
Thomas)  was  the  winner.  Major  W.  Cope’s  Miss  Friary 
(Mr.  Lang  Grath)  was  second  and  Mr.  G.  C.  Gibson’s 
Starbeck  (owner)  was  third.  In  the  Nomination  Race 
there  was  a  field  of  nine.  Mr.  W.  J.  R.  Bedford’s  Pippin 
(owner)  was  the  winner,  with  Major  Cayzer’s  Moving 
Picture  (Major  F.  Anderson)  and  Mr.  K.  W.  Milne’s 
Steadfast  (Mr.  Griffiths)  second  and  third.  Five  went  to  the 
post  in  the  Heavyweight  Race.  Mr.  H.  C.  R.  Homfray’s 
Gay  Lolly  (Mr.  D.  Thomas)  was  first,  with  Mr.  R.  E. 
Morel’s  Barnstormer  (owner)  second  and  Major  Cope’s 
Treguff  (Mr.  Lang  Grath)  third. 

The  Ystrad  and  Pentyrch,  as  it  is  now  known,  may  be 
said  to  date  from  1920,  when  the  old  Pentyrch  country  was 
given  up  and  part  of  it  joined  to  the  Ystrad,  which  was  then 
under  the  mastership  of  Mr.  John  D.  Williams.  Shortly 
after  the  amalgamation  Capt.  Montague  became  acting- 
master. 

The  first  point  to  point  meeting  after  the  war  was  held  at 
Pentyrch  on  April  19th,  1921.  The  four  runners  in  the 
Adjacent  Hunts  Race  were  headed  by  Col.  Rivers- Smith’s 
Knockanore  (Mr.  Alban  Thomas),  with  Sir  John  Daniel’s 
Pancraville  (Mr.  Lang  Grath)  next  and  Mr.  A.  E.  Renwick’s 
Malton  (owner)  third.  Ten  went  to  the  post  for  the  Light¬ 
weight  Race,  in  which  Mr.  R.  Morel’s  good  winner 
Barnstormer  (Mr.  Lang  Grath),  was  again  successful.  Mr. 
Thomas’s  Dolly  Grey  (Mr.  Evan  David)  and  Sir  John 
Daniel’s  Pancraville  (Mr.  E.  Thomas)  came  next  in  rotation. 
In  the  Heavyweight  Race  nine  went  to  the  post.  Mr.  R. 
Morel’s  Farringdon  (owner)  was  the  winner.  Then  came 
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Mr.  D.  E.  John’s  Panso  (Mr.  Lang  Grath),  and  Major  John 
Griffiths  Jones’s  Cymro  (Mr.  Fred  Williams)  was  third. 

On  April  nth,  1922,  the  next  meeting  was  held  at  Pen- 
tyrch.  The  six  runners  in  the  Lightweight  Race  were 
headed  by  Mr.  Robert  Llewellyn’s  Playmate  (Mr.  F. 
Raymond),  with  Capt.  Montague  Williams’s  Melody  (Mr. 
Arthur  Williams)  and  Major  John  Griffiths  Jones’s  Zodiac 
II  (Mr.  Fred  Williams)  following  on  in  order.  There  were 
four  horses  to  face  the  starter  in  the  Heavyweight  Race, 
and  Capt.  Montague  Williams’s  Bachelor  (Mr.  Amron 
Matthews)  was  the  winner,  with  Miss  Hilda  Cort’s  Wexford 
(Mr.  Lang  Grath)  second  and  Mr.  H.  Hemus’s  Safe 
(Capt.  Luker)  third. 

The  next  meeting  was  also  held  at  Pentyrch,  the  date 
April  1 2th,  1923.  A  field  of  eighteen  went  to  the  post  in 
the  Lightweight  Race.  Dr.  B.  Phillips- Jones’s  Playmate 
(Mr.  F.  Raymond)  was  first.  Then  came  Mr.  Jimmie 
Wild’s  Doreen  (Mr.  T.  Holbrook),  and  Major  John  Griffiths 
Jones’s  Zodiac  II  (Mr.  A.  Phipps)  was  third.  In  the 
Adjacent  Hunts  Race  a  good  field  of  seventeen  faced  the 
starter.  Mr.  E.  H.  Baker’s  Skylark  (owner)  was  first,  with 
Mr.  C.  C.  Williams’s  Goldflake  (Capt.  G.  Llewellyn)  and 
Mr.  Arthur  Williams’s  Paula  (Capt.  Montague  Williams) 
following  in  the  above  order.  In  the  Members’  Heavy¬ 
weight  Race  seven  went  to  the  post.  Miss  Hilda  M. 
Cort’s  Wexford  (Mr.  W.  Jones)  was  first,  with  Capt. 
Higson  Lewis’s  True  Blue  (owner)  second  and  Mr.  Ralph  E. 
Morel’s  Barnstormer  (owner)  third. 

Mr.  Seymour  Allen  of  Cresselly,  Pembrokeshire,  has 
hunted  the  country  which  is  known  by  his  name  since  the 
year  1893.  He  has  no  subscription,  and  no  capping  is  prac¬ 
tised,  and  there  could  scarcely  be  a  hunt  in  a  better  position 
to  meet  trying  times  than  a  hunt  run  on  these  lines  and  with 
such  a  keen  master  as  Mr.  Seymour  Allen.  Practically 
during  all  these  years  there  has  been  no  history  beyond  the 
moving  incidents  of  flood  and  field.  It  must  not  be 
imagined,  however,  that  the  good  sportsmen  of  Pembroke¬ 
shire  and  Carmarthenshire  who  threw  in  their  lot  with  Mr. 
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Seymour  Allen’s  hounds  were  going  to  let  his  valuable 
services  go  unrecognised,  and  when  his  twenty-eight  years 
of  mastership  came  to  a  close  the  fact  was  recognised  by 
the  gift  of  a  weighty  silver  salver  from  those  who  had 
followed  his  hounds. 

The  first  point-to-point  meeting  after  things  had 
settled  down  a  little  took  place  at  Flemington  Carew  on 
April  5th,  1921.  The  Adjoining  Hunts  Challenge  Cup 
Race  brought  nine  horses  to  the  post.  Mr.  G.  Lort  Stoke’s 
Cortigan’s  Joy  (owner)  was  first,  with  Mr.  T.  G.  Phelps’s 
The  Bee  (Mr.  Leyland)  and  Capt.  J.  Howell’s  Morning 
Star  following  in  the  above  order.  Three  went  to  the  post 
for  the  Hunt  Cup,  in  which  Mrs.  Kenneth  Walker’s 
Margaret  II  (Mr.  Tudor  Griffiths)  was  first,  with  Col.  D.  H. 
Wedgwood’s  Tommy  (owner)  second  and  Major  V.  T.  R. 
Ford’s  Jack  (owner)  third.  In  the  Flemington  Stakes  seven 
horses  faced  the  starter.  Mrs.  Lewis’s  Little  Hardy  (Mr. 
Tudor  Griffiths)  was  first,  with  Mr.  A.  Thomas’s  Gumfres- 
ton  Lass  (owner)  and  Mr.  G.  G.  Thomas’s  Bob  Hunter 
(owner)  following  on  in  order. 

The  1922  meeting  was  also  held  at  Flemington  Carew, 
Pembroke,  the  date  April  7th.  The  Open  Nomination  Race 
had  four  runners,  and  Mr.  Hugh  Gibbon’s  J.E.  (Mr.  G. 
Ormond)  came  in  alone.  In  Mr.  Seymour  Allen’s  Hunt 
Cup  Race  there  were  also  four  runners.  Mr.  D.  Harrison’s 
George  (Mr.  Tudor  Griffiths)  was  first.  Then  came  Major 
W.  S.  Evans’s  Sam  of  Tremaenhire  (owner),  and  Mr.  Joseph 
Morris’s  Fairy  (Mr.  Spencer  Williams)  was  third.  The 
Adjacent  Race  brought  out  a  good  field  of  nine.  Mr.  S.  G. 
Williams’s  Just  There  (owner)  was  the  winner,  with  Mr. 
J.  G.  Reed’s  Put  and  Take  (Mr.  W.  J.  Reed)  second  and 
Mr.  Wilmot  Vaughan’s  Plover  (owner)  third. 

On  April  nth,  1923,  the  meeting  was  held  at  West 
Jordaston.  There  were  seven  runners  in  the  Nomination 
Race,  which  was  won  by  Mr.  David  Harrison’s  George 
(Mr.  Tudor  Griffiths),  Mr.  Olwen  Phillips’s  Red  Seal  (Mr. 
C.  Rhys)  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Buckley’s  Red  Hill  filling  the  other 
places  in  the  order  named.  The  Hunt  Cup  Race  had  also 
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seven  runners.  Col.  D.  Delme  Evans’s  Maude  (owner)  was 
the  winner.  Then  came  Mr.  Joe  Morris’s  The  Gift  (Mr.  R. 
Reed),  and  Mrs.  Kenneth  Walker’s  Margaret  (Mr.  Tudor 
Griffiths)  was  third.  In  the  Adjacent  Hunts  Race  eight 
horses  faced  the  starter.  Col.  D.  Delme  Evans’s  John 
Redmond  (Mr.  D.  D.  Stewart)  was  first ;  second  and  third 
places  going  to  Capt.  J.  H.  Howell’s  Little  Thrush  (Capt. 
Lewis)  and  Dr.  E.  W.  Price’s  Bridget  (Mr.  R.  Reed)  in  the 
order  named. 

Of  the  Bwllfa  there  is  not  much  to  say.  The  joint 
masters  are  Sir  D.  R.  Llewellyn  and  Mr.  W.  M.  Llewellyn, 
and  the  huntsman  is  W.  Evans.  They  have  not  been  long 
in  the  hound  list,  though  no  doubt  the  country  has  been 
hunted  for  a  long  time. 

Neither  is  there  much  to  say  respecting  the  Gaellegaer 
and  Talybont,  which  hunt  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Merthyr  Tydvil.  Miss  E.  Berry  is  the  master,  and  G. 
Walford  the  huntsman.  The  kennels  are  at  Llwynrnvel- 
goch,  Merthyr  Tydvil.  This  hunt  is  now  known  as  Miss 
Berry’s. 

The  Brecon  is  one  of  those  packs  of  which  there  are  so 
many  in  the  hill  countries,  having  developed  from  a  pack 
of  harriers  which  hunted  a  fox  when  they  could  find  one. 
Col.  S.  W.  Morgan  succeeded  Mr.  de  Winton  in  1914,  but 
war  broke  out  soon  after  his  appointment  and  he  joined  the 
colours.  His  mastership  came  to  an  end  in  1922,  and  in 
that  year  he  was  succeeded  by  Capt.  J.  D.  D.  Evans,  who 
hunts  the  hounds  himself. 

The  Afonwy,  which  hunt  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Rhayader,  were  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  J.  Powell 
of  Abercaithon;  but  this  year  there  has  been  a  change  of 
mastership,  and  Mr.  W.  Evans  is  now  at  the  head  of  affairs. 
W.  Curtis,  who  was  Mr.  Powell’s  huntsman,  still  carries 
the  horn. 

In  1905  Col.  David  Davies  established  a  private  pack, 
which  hunts  a  large  tract  of  hill  country  showing  fine  sport. 
Col.  Davies  hunts  the  country  at  his  own  expense  and  he 
keeps  the  foxes  on  the  move  three  days  a  week.  When  the 
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war  broke  out  Col.  David  Davies  joined  up  at  once.  It 
remains  to  be  said  that  Col  Davies  has  taken  a  very  promi¬ 
nent  part  in  the  establishment  of  the  Welsh  Hound  Show 
and  in  the  Welsh  Hound  Kennel  Book.  He  keeps  some 
Welsh  hounds,  which  are  admirably  adapted  for  the  rough 
hill  country  of  which  he  hunts  so  much. 

The  Gogerddan  Hunt  is  closely  associated  with  the  Pryse 
family.  It  is  said  that  the  hunt  was  originated  by  the 
Pryse  family  in  1700,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  think  the 
statement  is  accurate.  Five  out  of  the  six  masters  who  were 
in  office  during  the  nineteenth  and  twentieth  centuries 
were  members  of  the  Pryse  family.  In  1900  Sir  Pryse  Pryse 
gave  up  the  hounds,  but  Sir  E.  J.  B.  M.  P.  Pryse  kept  a  few 
hounds  on  at  Gogerddan,  with  which  he  found  exercise 
for  the  foxes  of  the  neighbourhood,  and  six  years  later  he 
established  the  Gogerddan  Hunt  on  its  present  basis. 
When  the  war  broke  out  he  joined  the  colours,  and  he  died 
in  1919.  He  was  succeeded  by  Sir  Lewis  T.  Loveden  Pryse, 
the  present  master,  who  hunts  his  own  hounds. 

Another  private  pack  is  the  Neuadd  Fawr,  of  which  Mrs. 
T.  H.  R.  Hughes,  who  succeeded  her  deceased  husband  in 
1902,  is  the  master.  David  Jones  is  huntsman. 

The  Pembrokeshire  is  one  of  those  happy  countries 
which  have  seen  few  changes.  In  1909  Capt.  J.  H.  Howell 
of  Trewellwell  undertook  the  duties  of  master,  and  he  is 
still  at  the  head  of  affairs.  He  hunts  the  hounds  himself. 
In  1920  the  members  of  the  hunt  signified  their  appreciation 
of  Capt.  Howell’s  services  by  giving  him  a  silver  hunting- 
horn  in  commemoration  of  them. 

The  first  point-to-point  meeting  after  the  war  took 
place  at  Tiercross,  near  Haverford  West,  on  April  8th,  1920. 
In  the  Members’  Race  Major  W.  S.  Evans’s  Sam  of  Tre- 
maenhire  (owner)  was  the  winner.  Capt.  J.  H.  Howell’s 
Sportsman  (owner)  was  second  and  Capt.  J.  H.  Howell’s 
The  Rider  (Capt.  Lewis)  was  third.  All  the  other  races 
were  for  farmers’  horses. 

In  1921  the  meeting  was  held  at  Scoveston  on  April  7th. 
In  the  Adjoining  Hunts  Race  half  a  dozen  faced  the 
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starter.  Mr.  G.  Lort  Stokes’s  Cortigan’s  Joy  (owner)  was 
the  winner,  Mr.  W.  S.  G.  Morris’s  Hill  Side  (owner)  was 
second  and  Mr.  T.  G.  Phelps’s  The  Bee  (Mr.  Leyland)  was 
third.  Mrs.  Kenneth  Walker’s  Margaret  II  (Mr.  Griffiths), 
Major  W.  S.  Evans’s  Sam  of  Tremaenhire  (owner)  and  Mr. 
W.  M.  Phillips’s  Range  Warden  (owner)  finished  in  the 
above  order  in  the  Members’  Race,  in  which  there  were 
four  starters. 

On  March  16th,  1922,  the  meeting  was  also  held  at 
Scoveston.  The  Adjoining  Hunts  Race  brought  a  field  of 
eight  to  the  post.  Mr.  G.  Mathias’s  Dorothy  (Mr.  Leyland) 
was  the  winner.  Next  came  Capt.  J.  H.  Howell’s  Cigarette 
(Capt.  Allan  Lewis),  and  the  third  place  went  to  Mr.  J.  W. 
Buckley’s  Red  Hill  (owner).  In  the  Members’  Race,  in 
which  half  a  dozen  faced  the  starter,  Major  W.  S.  Evans’s 
Sam  of  Tremaenhire  (owner)  improved  on  his  last  year’s 
position  and  won,  Capt.  J.  H.  Howell’s  Sportsman  (owner) 
and  Capt.  J.  H.  Howell’s  Actor  (Capt.  Allan  Lewis)  follow¬ 
ing  in  the  above  order.  In  the  Pembrokeshire  Hunt  Club 
Race  there  were  six  runners.  Mr.  G.  N.  Reynolds’s  Baron 
(owner)  won,  with  Mr.  IT.  Mathias’s  Dorothy  (owner) 
second  and  Mr.  J.  G.  Reid’s  Put  and  Take  (Mr.  G.  Reid) 
third. 

The  next  meeting  was  held  at  Scoveston  on  March  15th, 
1923.  In  the  Adjacent  Hunts  Race  there  were  eight  went 
to  the  post.  Mr.  D.  Harrison’s  George  (Mr.  Tudor 
Griffiths)  was  the  winner.  Next  to  him  was  Capt.  J.  IT. 
Howell’s  Sportsman  (owner),  and  Dr.  E.  Price’s  Bridget 
(Mr.  R.  Reed)  was  third.  Seven  faced  the  starter  in  the 
Members’  Race.  Mr.  R.  E.  White’s  Milford  Lass  (Mr. 
Williams)  was  first.  Next  to  her  was  placed  Mrs.  Kenneth 
Walker’s  Margaret  II  (Mr.  Tudor  Griffiths),  and  Mr. 
Vincent  Evans’s  W.G.  (Mr.  Howell)  was  third.  In  the 
Hunt  Club  Race  there  were  five  runners.  Capt.  J.  H. 
Howell’s  Greyskin  (Mr.  W.  Scourfield),  Mr.  T.  Devonald’s 
Impediment  (owner)  and  Mr.  A.  S.  Harris’s  Choir  Girl 
(Mr.  H.  Griffiths)  finished  in  the  order  named. 


CHAPTER  VIII 


CHESHIRE,  DERBYSHIRE,  STAFFORDSHIRE,  SHROPSHIRE 

AND  NORTH  WALES 

THE  Albrighton  country  has  seen  some  consider¬ 
able  changes  since  the  present  century  opened. 
Capt.  Whitaker’s  short  mastership  was  brought 
to  a  close  in  1905,  and  he  was  succeeded  by  Col. 
Goulburn.  It  was  in  Col.  Goulburn’s  time — to  be  exact 
on  the  1st  of  May,  1908 — that  the  Albrighton  Woodland 
Hunt  was  formed  as  a  kind  of  subsidiary  of  the  older  hunt, 
and  it,  of  course,  hunted  much  of  the  country  that  had  been 
hunted  by  the  old  Albrighton.  Col.  Goulburn  hunted  both 
countries  till  the  end  of  the  season  1909-10,  when  he 
retired  and  Major  C.  Gossett  Mayall  succeeded  him  in  the 
mastership  of  both  hunts.  In  1914  the  war  called  on 
Major  C.  Gossett  Mayall,  and  during  his  absence  Mrs. 
Gossett  Mayall  carried  on  as  acting-master  and  kept  the 
hunts  going  in  a  very  satisfactory  way.  On  Col.  Mayall’s 
return,  in  1919,  he  again  took  hold  of  the  duties  of  master, 
but  he  was  only  in  office  for  one  season.  He  was  succeeded 
in  the  mastership  of  both  the  Albrighton  and  the  Albrighton 
Woodland  by  General  T.  E.  Hickman,  C.B.  The  huntsman 
(honorary)  of  the  Albrighton  country  proper  is  Capt.  V. 
Helme,  with  Fred  Perry  kennel  huntsman  and  first  whipper- 
in.  Fred  Bevan  is  the  huntsman  of  the  Albrighton  Wood¬ 
land. 

The  first  point-to-point  meeting  after  the  war  was  held 
at  Wilbrighton,  near  Newport,  on  April  16th,  1920.  The 
meeting  was  held  by  the  combined  hunts.  In  the  Members’ 
Race  Mr.  Kenelm  Gatis’s  Squire  VII  was  first.  Then  came 
Capt.  Gossett  Mayall’s  Helen  (Rev.  J.  Ryder)  and  Capt.  J. 
Martin’s  The  Brute  (Mr.  Knight)  in  the  order  named.  In 
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the  Ladies’  Nomination  Race  Sir  C.  T.  Mander’s  Sulphur 
(Col.  Thompson)  was  first,  Lady  Bradford’s  Flying  Fox 
(Mr.  Nunsley)  was  second  and  Mrs.  Gossett  Mayall’s  Blue 
Ruin  (Mr.  Royle)  was  third.  In  the  Adjoining  Hunts  Race 
Capt.  D.  Beech’s  Great  Heart  (owner)  won,  with  Mr.  R.  W. 
Rutland’s  Sir  Garnett  (owner)  and  Capt.  Sadler’s  O.M. 
(Mr.  C.  S.  Sadler)  second  and  third. 

Wilbrighton  was  the  venue  of  the  1921  meeting,  which 
was  held  on  April  16th.  A  good  field  of  nine  went  to  the 
post  for  the  Members’  Lightweight  Race.  Lady  Bradford’s 
Flying  Fox  (Mr.  J.  Royle)  was  first,  Miss  M.  Reid  Walker’s 
Duke’s  Walk  (Mr.  G.  Reid  Walker)  and  Sir  Charles 
Mander’s  Sulphur  II  (Mr.  G.  P.  Ballard)  taking  second  and 
third  places.  In  the  Nomination  Open  Race  seven  faced  the 
starter.  Mr.  B.  Davies’s  Boycott  II  (owner)  was  first,  with 
Mr.  R.  T.  Chesworth’s  Harmless  (owner)  second  and  Mr. 
T.  W.  Bromley’s  The  Snipe  (Mr.  G.  T.  Ballard)  third. 
There  was  a  field  of  nine  in  the  Heavyweight  Race.  Mr. 
J.  H.  Betts’s  Cinders  II  (owner),  the  Worcestershire  winner 
of  the  preceding  year,  was  first.  Lady  Bradford’s  Quaker 
(Rev.  J.  Ryder)  was  second,  with  Mr.  G.  Reid  Walker’s 
Crane  Point  (owner)  filling  the  next  place. 

The  next  meeting  took  place  on  March  28th,  1922.  In 
the  Members’  Lightweight  Race  there  was  a  capital  field  of 
nine.  The  winner  was  Major  S.  M.  Vaughan’s  Rory  Oge 
(Mr.  G.  P.  Ballard),  who  was  followed  home  by  Gen.  T.  E. 
Hickman’s  Periwinkle  (Mr.  F.  Perry)  and  Mr.  F.  W.  G. 
Warren’s  Cleveland  (owner)  was  third.  For  the  Nomina¬ 
tion  Race  an  exceptionally  large  field  of  sixteen  faced  the 
starter.  Mr.  R.  Bromley’s  China  Crow  (Mr.  A.  R.  Price) 
was  first,  with  Capt.  P.  V.  Pryce  Jones’s  Brutus  (Mr.  W. 
Wynn)  and  Mr.  J.  G.  Smith’s  Miss  Cleveland  (owner) 
second  and  third.  There  were  five  starters  in  the  Heavy¬ 
weight  Race.  Mr.  John  Betts’s  Cinders  II  (owner)  was 
again  a  winner,  with  Gen.T.  E.  Hickman’s  Knockanore  II 
(Mr.  J.  D.  Major)  second  and  Gen.  R.  Hoare’s  Martha  (Col. 
Morris  Eyton)  third. 

The  next  meeting  was  held  on  April  7th,  1923,  and  like 
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the  preceding  one,  it  was  held  at  Wilbrighton.  The  ten 
runners  in  the  Lightweight  Race  were  headed  by  Gen. 
T.  E.  Hickman’s  Knockanore  II  (Capt.  V.  Helme),  next  to 
whom  came  Mr.  R.  W.  Bill’s  Seti  I  (Mr.  A.  J.  Chamberlain), 
with  Mr.  F.  W.  Warren’s  Cleveland  (owner)  third.  Twelve 
went  to  the  post  for  the  Nomination  Race,  which  was  won 
by  Mr.  J.  D.  Major’s  Wing  Commander  (owner).  Sir  J. 
Grey’s  Lochgarry  (owner)  was  second  and  Col.  R.  Mostyn 
Owen’s  Lock- All  (Mr.  C.  G.  Mostyn  Owen)  was  third.  The 
Heavyweight  Race  had  a  field  of  seven.  Mr.  J.  H.  Betts’s 
Cinders  II  (owner)  was  again  a  winner.  Mr.  H.  J.  Caddick’s 
Curate’s  Egg  (Mr.  A.  J.  Chamberlain)  was  second  and 
Major  S.  J.  Thompson’s  Sportsman  (Mr.  T.  E.  Lloyd 
Jones)  was  third. 

The  history  of  the  Wheatland  during  the  time  under 
review  is  a  short  one.  Mr.  C.  E.  Hamilton  Russell  was 
master  in  1914  and  had  been  master  for  twelve  seasons,  he 
having  succeeded  Mr.  J.  C.  Dun  Waters  in  1902.  Mr. 
Hamilton  Russell  had  five  more  years  of  office.  He  was 
succeeded  by  Mr.  H.  J.  Buston,  who  had  a  rule  of  two  seasons 
and  who  was  succeeded  in  1921  by  Major  Rowland  Hunt. 
After  three  years  of  office  Major  Rowland  Hunt  resigned, 
and  he  was  succeeded  this  year  (1924)  by  Capt.  Rouse 
Boughton,  who  whipped-in  to  Major  Hunt  last  season. 
Capt.  Rouse  Boughton  will  hunt  his  own  hounds. 

The  South  Staffordshire  country  has  undergone  few 
changes,  for  since  1885  Sir  F.  Villiers  Forster  has  been  one 
of  the  joint  masters,  or  has  carried  on  alone,  which,  indeed, 
he  did  for  ten  seasons.  In  1912  he  was  joined  by  Lord 
Anglesey,  who  retired  in  1919,  and  in  1920  Sir  F.  Villiers 
Forster  was  joined  by  Major  G.  H.  Anson  of  Catton  Hall, 
who  hunts  the  hounds. 

In  1921  the  members  of  the  South  Staffordshire  Hunt 
gave  practical  recognition  of  their  appreciation  of  Col.  J.  H. 
Wilkinson’s  valuable  services  during  the  twenty-three 
years  he  had  acted  as  secretary  to  the  hunt.  He  was  in 
office  in  strenuous  times,  and  he  did  much  to  strengthen 
and  solidify  the  hunt.  The  presentation  took  the  form  of 
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an  inscribed  Chippendale  tea  tray  and  an  illustrated  list  of 
subscribers. 

The  first  point-to-point  meeting  after  peace  was  declared 
took  place  on  April  7th,  1920,  at  Fradley,  near  Lichfield. 
In  the  Heavyweight  Race  Mr.  F.  Wint’s  Lorraine  (owner), 
Mr.  A.  Chetwynd’s  Matt  (Col.  Thompson)  and  Major  C.  L. 
Longstaffe’s  Ajax  (Capt.  M.  Fielden)  were  placed  in  the 
foregoing  order.  Q.O.R.R.  Staffs.  Yeomanry  Regimental 
Race  was  won  by  Col.  Sir  T.  C.  Mander’s  Sulphur  il  (Capt. 
R.  S.  Manley).  Capt.  A.  V.  Negus’s  Balloted  (owner)  was 
second  and  Col.  Sir  C.  R.  H.  Wiggins’s  Park  Gate  (owner) 
was  third.  In  the  Neighbouring  Hunts  Race  Capt.  D.  C.  M. 
Beech’s  Great  Heart  (owner)  was  the  winner,  the  other 
places  being  filled  by  Mr.  E.  J.  Glaze’s  The  Duffer  (Mr.  E. 
Lloyd)  and  Mr.  J.  M.  Spurrier’s  Blue  Garter  (Capt.  B. 
Randall)  in  the  above  order.  Mr.  A.  Chetwynd’s  Zeta  (Col. 
R.  Thompson)  won  in  the  Lightweight  Race,  with  Mr. 
C.  A.  Bourne’s  Cinderella  (owner)  second  and  Mrs. 
Douglas  Smith’s  The  Tank  (Mr.  E.  Baillie)  third. 

The  meeting  of  1921  was  held  on  April  13th,  and,  like 
the  other  three  meetings,  of  which  details  are  given,  it  was 
held  at  Fradley,  near  Lichfield.  There  were  half  a  dozen 
runners  in  the  Heavyweight  Race,  in  which  Mr.  F.  Wint’s 
Cyclone  (owner),  Major  J.  A.  Connell’s  The  Squire  (Mr. 
Slyfield)  and  Capt.  A.  V.  Negus’s  Slocdologer  (owner) 
finished  in  the  above  order.  Eight  faced  the  starter  for  the 
Adjoining  Hunts  Race,  which  was  won  by  Capt.  Glynne- 
Percy’s  Higham  Destiny  (owner),  with  Miss  M.  A.  Bullows’s 
Cliquot  (Mr.  J.  Followes)  and  Capt.  H.  P.  Rushton’s  The 
Gunner  VI  (owner)  second  and  third.  A  field  of  thirteen 
went  to  the  post  for  the  Lightweight  Race.  Major  J.  A. 
Connell’s  The  Squire  (Mr.  Slyfield)  was  first.  Then  came 
Mr.  T.  J.  Palethorpe’s  Lorraine  II  (owner)  and  Mr.  W.  G. 
Clarke’s  Tary  Lass  (owner)  was  third. 

The  next  meeting  was  held  on  April  5th,  1922.  In  the 
Heavyweight  Race  there  were  six  runners.  Mr.  F.  Wint’s 
Cyclone  (owner)  repeated  his  victory  of  the  previous  year. 
Capt  J.  B.  Murch’s  Shaughnessy’s  Girl  (owner)  and  Mr.  F, 
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Matthews’s  Monarch  (Capt.  Fielden)  followed  in  order.  In 
the  Adjoining  Hunts  Race  a  field  of  ten  faced  the  starter. 
Miss  Knowles’s  Huntsman  Please  (Mr.  K.  Knowles)  was 
first.  Then  came  Mr.  H.  S.  Harper’s  Himley  Prince  (Mr. 
A.  J.  Chamberlain)  and  Capt.  D.  C.  M.  Beech’s  Great 
Heart  (owner)  was  third.  In  the  Lightweight  Race  there 
were  only  four  runners.  Major  J.  A.  Connell’s  The  Squire 
(Mr.  Slyfield),  a  previous  winner,  was  first.  Then  came 
Major  O.  C.  Hawkins’s  The  Cat  (owner)  and  Messrs.  A.  and 
E.  Walmer’s  Allenby  (Mr.  Baillie)  in  the  order  named. 

The  meeting  of  1923  was  held  on  April  4th.  The  Heavy¬ 
weight  Race  again  fell  to  Mr.  F.  Wint,  who  won  this  time 
with  Wild  Enough  (owner).  Capt.  A.  V.  Negus’s  Slocdologer 
(Col.  R.  Thompson)  was  second  and  Major  G.  H.  Anson’s 
Matt  (owner)  was  third.  There  were  only  five  runners  in 
this  race  and  in  the  Adjacent  Hunts  Race  there  was  one 
more.  Mr.  J.  A.  Connell’s  Squire  VIII  (Mr.  W.  Slyfield) 
was  the  winner.  Then  came  Mr.  R.  K.  Knowles’s  Charlie 
Parsons  (owner)  and  Mr.  A.  Parker’s  Harry  (Mr.  S.  Parker) 
was  third.  Seven  turned  out  for  the  Lightweight  Race,  and 
Mr.  F.  Wint’s  Wild  Enough  (owner)  won  for  the  second  time 
on  the  day.  Mr.  H.  S.  Thomas’s  Major  (Mr.  G.  T.  Wint) 
was  second  and  Mr.  F.  Matthew’s  Monarch  (Capt.  W. 
Fielden)  was  third. 

The  Meynell  had  a  heavy  weight  of  trouble  in  the 
period  covered  by  this  book.  In  1913  Mr.  F.  Milbank  was 
master,  and  when  the  war  broke  out  he  joined  up  at  once. 
In  the  season  1915-16  Mr.  R.  Fort  became  joint  master 
with  Mr.  Milbank,  but  after  one  season  Mr.  Gratton  took 
Mr.  Milbank’s  place,  and  they  were  joint  masters  till  1918, 
when  Mr.  Fort  died  from  the  effects  of  a  fall  in  the  hunting 
field.  Mr.  Fort’s  death  was  a  heavy  loss  to  the  Meynell 
country.  He  had  been  closely  connected  with  it  for  a 
quarter  of  a  century,  most  of  which  time  he  had  been 
master,  either  singlehanded  or  with  a  partner.  Another 
partner  he  had  worked  with,  as  well  as  the  two  named,  was 
Sir  Hamar  Bass. 

Mr,  Gerald  Hardy,  who  retired  in  1913,  was  presented 
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with  a  life-sized  portrait  in  oils  by  Mr.  John  Collier,  on 
resigning  the  mastership  of  the  Meynell.  He  is  represented 
in  hunting  kit  with  some  hounds  with  him.  The  farmers 
made  a  separate  subscription  and  gave  Mr.  Hardy  a  silver 
model  of  a  favourite  hound,  Waverley,  together  with  an 
illuminated  album  containing  the  names  of  the  subscribers. 

Sir  Harold  Nutting  succeeded  to  the  mastership  on  the 
retirement  of  Major  Gretton,  at  the  end  of  the  season 
1919-20.  Two  years’  later  he  engaged  Peter  Farelly  as  his 
huntsman.  Farelly  had  had  a  wide  experience  in  many 
good  countries,  including  the  Quorn,  the  Bedale,  the 
Bramham  Moor,  the  Cheshire,  and  the  Bicester  and 
Warden  Hill. 

The  first  point-to-point  meeting  after  the  war  was  held  at 
the  Ash,  Etwall,  on  March  24th,  1920.  The  Red  Coat  Race 
was  won  by  Miss  Knowles’s  Chakerata  (Mr.  R.  K.  Knowles). 
Second  place  was  filled  by  Mr.  J.  M.  Spurrier’s  Blue  Garter 
(owner)  and  Major  D’Arcy  Clark’s  Terence  (owner)  was 
third.  In  the  Adjoining  Hunts  Race  Capt.  J.  O.  Sherrard’s 
Silver  Hunter  (owner)  won.  Capt.  D.  C.  M.  Beech’s  Great 
Heart  (owner)  was  second  and  Mr.  Evan  Baillie’s  Blowpipe 
was  third. 

In  the  following  year  the  meeting  was  held  at  Aston-on- 
Trent  on  March  16th.  Seven  horses  faced  the  starter  in  the 
Red  Coat  Race.  Col.  W.  D.  Winterbotham’s  Facey  Rom¬ 
ford  (Capt.  W.  Feilden)  was  the  winner,  with  Major  Gerald 
Johnson’s  Sadler  II  (owner)  second  and  Capt.  J.  de  Pret’s 
Peter  the  Piper  (owner)  third.  The  Open  Nomination  Race 
brought  out  six  runners.  Sir  J.  F.  Grey’s  Wynnstay  (owner) 
was  once  more  a  winner.  Then  came  Col.  F.  A.  Spencer’s 
Vindicator  (Capt.  J.  O.  Sherrard),  and  the  Misses  Strutt’s 
Nancy  (Major  G.  Hubbersly)  was  third.  The  Adjoining 
Hunts  Race  only  brought  out  four  runners.  Mr.  T.  Lisco 
Bradley’s  Bentinck  (Capt.  W.  Feilden),  Mr.  C.  Gwyn  Reid 
Walker’s  Sam  (owner)  and  Col.  F.  A.  Spencer’s  Bay  Rhum 
II  (Capt.  J.  O.  Sherrard)  finished  in  the  order  named. 

The  next  meeting  was  held  at  Agardsley  Park,  New- 
borough,  near  Burton-on-Trent,  on  March  29th,  1922.  Ten 
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horses  faced  the  starter  for  the  Red  Coat  Race,  which  was 
won  by  Miss  Knowles’s  Huntsman  Please,  who  within  a 
week  won  the  Adjoining  Hunts  Race  at  the  South  Stafford¬ 
shire  meeting.  He  was  ridden  by  Mr.  E.  Knowles.  Mr. 
E.  H.  Moseley’s  British  Warm  (owner)  was  second  and  Mrs. 
G.  Johnson’s  Peter  (Major  G.  Johnson)  was  third.  The 
Masters’  Open  Nomination  Race  brought  out  a  field  of 
eight.  Major  J.  A.  Connell’s  The  Squire  (Mr.  Slyfield)  was 
the  winner,  with  Lord  Burghersh’s  Bensign  (owner)  and 
Capt.  W.  Feilden’s  Pressure  (owner)  filling  the  other  places 
in  the  order  named.  In  the  Adjoining  Hunts  Race  there 
were  seven  runners.  Mr.  F.  Foster’s  Spring  Chicken  (Col. 
Thompson)  was  first.  Then  came  Mr.  R.  V.  Chesworth’s 
Valeta  (owner),  with  Mr.  J.  Norton  Garratt’s  Ginger 
(owner)  filling  the  third  place. 

Agardsley  Park  was  likewise  the  venue  of  the  next  meeting 
which  took  place  on  March  21st,  1923.  The  Red  Coat  Race 
again  had  a  field  of  ten,  at  the  head  of  which  was  Capt. 
Feilden’s  Pattercake  (owner).  Mr.  J.  M.  Spurrier’s  Tora- 
mana  (owner)  was  second  and  Major  G.  Johnson’s  Sadler  II 
(owner)  was  third.  Eleven  horses  faced  the  starter  in  the 
Nomination  Race,  which  was  won  by  Lord  Westmorland’s 
Carbury  (owner).  Mr.  R.  K.  Knowles’s  Charlie  Parsons 
(Mr.  A.  Knowles)  and  Major  J.  A.  Connell’s  The  Squire 
VIII  followed  on  in  the  above  order. 

The  words  of  the  Needy  Knife-grinder,  “  Story  !  God 
bless  you,  I  have  none  to  tell,  sir,”  might  be  applied  to 
Major  Hurt’s  Hunt  from  1914  and  for  several  years 
onward  with  perfect  accuracy.  Major  Hurt’s  Hunt,  a 
two  days  a  week  country  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Buxton, 
was  established  on  present  lines  in  1909.  In  1914  Major 
Hurt  at  once  joined  the  forces,  and  the  country  was  un¬ 
hunted  till  the  year  1922,  when  he  again  took  hold.  Major 
Hurt,  it  should  be  noted,  is  a  descendant  of  the  Francis 
Hurt  of  Alderwasley,  who  established  the  hunt  originally  in 
1783,  and  the  hunt  may  be  looked  up  as  a  survival  of  the 
family  hunts  of  which  there  were  once  so  many  in  the  hill 
countries.  Major  Hurt  hunts  the  hounds  himself, 
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The  Barlow  is  another  of  those  old  hunts  which  have 
developed  from  small  beginnings,  from  the  attempts  of 
neighbours  to  keep  down  foxes.  For  nearly  a  third  of  the 
time  since  Mr.  Thomas  Shemwell  undertook  the  master¬ 
ship,  one  of  the  Wilson  family  has  been  at  the  head  of  affairs. 
The  present  master,  Major  William  Wilson,  took  office  in 
1900.  When  the  war  broke  out  Major  Wilson  at  once 
joined  up.  It  is  interesting  to  know  that  there  is  a  tradition, 
for  which  in  all  probability  there  is  a  sound  foundation,  that 
the  hunt  was  established  in  the  sixteenth  century.  It  may 
well  be  so,  and  it  is  worth  remembering  that  hunting 
approaching  the  lines  which  are  familiar  to  us  was  very 
popular  in  the  seventeenth  century,  which  had  a  goodly  list 
of  names  famous  in  the  history  of  sport.  Major  Wilson 
hunts  the  hounds. 

No  point-to-point  meeting  seems  to  have  been  held  till 
April  1 8th,  1923,  when  a  meeting  was  held  at  Ashgate,  near 
Chesterfield.  The  Adjacent  Hunts  Race  had  a  field  of  ten. 
Mr.  J.  B.  Arthur’s  Liner  (Mr.  G.  F.  Arthur)  was  the  winner, 
with  Mr.  R.  K.  Knowles’s  Charlie  Parsons  (owner)  and  Mr. 
C.  W.  Bennett’s  Bobby  Dazzler  (owner)  following  in  suc¬ 
cession.  In  the  Members’  Race  nine  horses  faced  the 
starter.  Mr.  G.  T.  Unwin’s  Silhouette  II  (Mr.  J.  Lucas) 
was  first,  and  his  Fed  Up  (Mr.  G.  Elliott)  was  second,  with 
Mr.  E.  R.  Underwood’s  Nora  (Mr.  J.  Underwood)  taking 
the  remaining  place.  The  Nomination  Race  had  a  field  of 
eight.  Mr.  J.  B.  Arthur’s  Cruiser  (Mr.  G.  T.  Arthur)  was 
first,  with  Mr.  A.  J.  Bennett’s  Chaka  (Mr.  C.  W.  Bennett) 
and  Mr.  W.  E.  Cartwright’s  Get  Rich  (Mr.  F.  E.  Wright) 
following  in  the  order  named.  The  field  of  the  day  went 
to  the  post  for  the  Adjacent  Hunts  Maiden  Race,  an 
excellent  innovation  which  might  well  be  imitated  in  coun¬ 
tries  where  there  are  a  lot  of  good  young  horses  coming  on. 
Mr.  H.  Poskitt’s  Naval  Ribbon  (Mr.  W.  Lockwood)  was 
first,  Mr.  A.  Knowles’s  Red  Pepper  II  (owner)  was  second 
and  Capt.  B.  Randall’s  Question  (owner)  was  third. 

The  North  Staffordshire  is  one  of  those  lucky  coun¬ 
tries  which  have  had  no  changes  in  the  management  for 
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many  years.  In  1906  Mr.  W.  W.  Dobson  of  Leighford 
Hall,  Stafford,  was  appointed  master,  and  he  has  been  in 
office  ever  since.  The  huntsman  is.  George  Samways,  who 
succeeded  W.  Wheatley  in  1923.  Wheatley  had  hunted  the 
hounds  for  fifteen  seasons. 

The  first  point-to-point  meeting  after  things  got  settled 
down  was  held  at  Badenhall,  near  Eccleshall,  on  April  7th, 
1921.  A  field  of  eight  went  to  the  post  for  the  Lightweight 
Race,  which  was  won  by  Mr.  H.  A.  Ramsden’s  Peggotty 
(owner)  with  Capt.  T.  Colville’s  Jolly  Boy  (owner)  filling 
the  next  place  and  Capt.  C.  L.  Davis’s  Navana  (owner)  third. 
In  the  Adjoining  Hunts  Race  Miss  D.  Allen’s  Red  Peril 
(Mr.  A.  D.  Campbell),  Lady  Bradford’s  Quaker  (the  Rev. 
J.  Rider)  and  Lady  Bradford’s  Flying  Fox  (Mr.  J.  Royal) 
finished  in  the  above  order.  In  the  Heavyweight  Race  Sir 
Delves  Broughton’s  Reggie  (Capt.  T.  Colville)  was  first, 
with  Mr.  A.  Ross  Fielding’s  Warwick  (owner)  second  and 
Sir  Delves  Broughton’s  Glendale  (owner)  third. 

The  next  meeting  was  held  at  New  Buildings’  Farm, 
Stafford,  on  April  20th,  1922.  Seven  went  to  the  post  for 
the  Lightweight  Race,  which  was  won  by  Miss  R.  M. 
Harrison’s  Juliet  (Capt.  T.  Colville),  with  Mr.  A.  Ross 
Fielding’s  Ladybird  (owner)  and  Mr.  J.  Cadman’s  Jazz 
(owner)  following  in  the  above  order.  There  were  nine 
runners  in  the  Adjacent  Hunts  Race,  in  which  Mr.  F. 
Williams’s  The  Clown  (Capt.  Baillie)  was  first.  Mr.  G.  P. 
Ballard’s  Snipe  (owner)  was  second,  and  the  remaining 
place  was  filled  by  Mr.  Alexander  Crow’s  Kittiwake  (owner). 
In  the  Heavyweight  Race  five  faced  the  starter.  Mr. 
A.  Fielding’s  Tiny  (Mr.  R.  Simpson),  Mr.  J.  Cadman’s 
Broncho  (owner)  and  Mr.  J.  Cadman’s  Rocking  Horse  (Mr. 
H.  A.  Ramsden)  finished  in  the  foregoing  order. 

The  next  meeting  was  held  at  Mucklestone  on  April  12th, 
1923.  The  seven  runners  in  the  Lightweight  Race  were 
headed  by  Miss  C.  E.  Ramsden’s  Peggotty  (Mr.  H.  A. 
Ramsden),  with  Miss  R.  M.  Harrison’s  Red  Start  (Mr.  G. 
Colville)  and  Mr.  H.  R.  Field’s  Ladybird  (Mr.  J.  D.  Major) 
following  in  succession.  The  Adjacent  Hunts  Race  brought 
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seven  to  the  post.  The  winner  was  Mr.  T.  Cholmondeley’s 
Stranger  (owner),  with  Mr.  J.  L.  M.  Sennett’s  Lady  Di  III 
(owner)  second,  these  being  the  only  two  that  finished. 

There  have  been  many  changes  in  the  Cheshire  Hunt 
during  the  last  dozen  years.  Mr.  W.  Roylance  Court  and 
Capt.  Higson  had  been  joint  masters  for  three  seasons  in 
1914,  and  they  carried  on  for  another  year.  That  good 
sportsman,  Col.  Hall  Walker  (now  Lord  Wavertree),  came 
forward  when  they  retired,  and  kept  things  going  in  the 
difficult  years  from  1915  to  1918.  He  then  resigned,  and  a 
committee  hunted  the  country  for  a  season — the  only  com¬ 
mittee,  by  the  way,  that  has  ever  presided  over  the  destinies 
of  the  Cheshire  Hunt.  Mr.  James  Tinsley  followed  the 
committee,  and  in  1923  he  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  W.  H. 
Midwood  of  Calvelly  Hall,  Tarporley.  The  huntsman  is 
J.  Wright,  who  succeeded  Peter  Farelly  in  1920. 

A  social  event  of  great  importance  took  place  in  1923 
when  Lord  Wavertree  was  presented  with  a  silver  statuette 
of  himself  as  master  of  the  Cheshire,  mounted  on  his  fav¬ 
ourite  hunter,  The  Yeoman.  By  him  stands  a  statuette  of 
the  well-known  hound,  Cheshire  Sergeant.  The  presenta¬ 
tion  was  from  the  members  of  Cheshire  Hunt  as  an 
appreciation  of  his  services  during  the  war. 

The  first  point-to-point  meeting  was  held  at  Saighton 
on  April  14th,  1920.  In  the  Lightweight  Race  Mr.  O.  G. 
Moseley’s  Lady  George  (Mr.  W.  H.  Carter),  Major  C. 
Dewhurst’s  Robin  (Mr.  J.  A.  Dewhurst)  and  Mr.  G.  B. 
Radcliffe’s  Tarvin  (owner)  finished  in  the  foregoing  order. 
In  the  Bordering  Counties  Race  Lady  Palmer’s  Bryn 
Howth  (Mr.  G.  Cotton)  was  the  winner.  Mr.  L.  B. 
Brierley’s  The  Curate  (owner)  came  next,  and  the  remaining 
place  went  to  Miss  N.  Kearns’s  Heathermorn  (Mr.  W. 
Kearns).  In  the  Welter  Race  Mr.  J.  W.  Humphrey’s 
Brigadier  (owner)  was  the  winner.  Next  to  him  came  Major 
C.  Dewhurst’s  Galumper  (Mr.  H.  A.  Dewhurst),  and  Mr. 
Gilbert  Greenall’s  Dick  (owner)  took  the  remaining  place. 

The  next  meeting  took  place  at  Brindley  Bank  on  April 
14th,  1921.  Ten  horses  faced  the  starter  for  the  Light- 
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weight  Race,  which  was  won  by  Mrs.  A.  C.  Sparrow’s 
Brookling  (Mr.  A.  C.  Sparrow).  Major  C.  Dewhurst’s 
Robin  (Mr.  C.  P.  Dewhurst)  and  Mr.  A.  Sparrow’s  Silver 
Locks  II  (Major  Ashton)  followed  on  in  the  above  order. 
In  the  Adjoining  Hunts  Race  the  fine  field  of  fourteen 
went  to  the  post.  Mr.  F.  H.  Fox’s  Royal  Amber  (Major 
Ashton)  was  the  winner,  Miss  M.  Kearns’s  Heathermorn 
(Mr.  J.  C.  Cockton)  was  second  and  Lady  Palmer’s  Bryn 
Howth  (Mr.  Cotton)  was  third.  In  the  Welter  Race  the 
eight  runners  were  headed  by  Major  Dewhurst’s  White 
Face  (Mr.  C.  P.  Dewhurst).  Mr.  J.  G.  Clayton’s  Barbridge 
(owner)  filled  the  next  place,  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Kearns’s  Brown 
Bread  (owner)  was  third. 

Brindley  Bank  was  the  venue  of  the  next  meeting,  which 
took  place  on  April  8th,  1922.  Twelve  horses  faced  the 
starter  for  the  Lightweight  Race,  which  was  won  by  Mr. 
G.  B.  Radcliffe’s  The  Skipper  (owner).  Next  came  Mr. 
William  Reynolds’s  Egret  (owner),  with  Mr.  J.  G.  Clayton’s 
William  Hutchinson  (owner)  third.  The  Adjoining  Hunts 
Race  brought  out  another  good  field  and  an  exciting  finish. 
Twelve  horses  went  to  the  post,  and  the  result  was  a  dead- 
heat  between  Major  C.  Dewhurst’s  Dandy  (Mr.  C.  P. 
Dewhurst)  and  Mrs.  Kearns’s  Heathermorn  (Mr.  J.  S. 
Me  Alpine),  with  Mr.  R.  B.  Moseley’s  Aunt  Strange  (owner) 
third.  There  were  fourteen  runners  in  the  Welter  Race, 
which  was  won  by  Mr.  A.  R.  Midwood’s  Hard  Cable 
(Mr.  C.  P.  Dewhurst),  with  Mr.  J.  G.  Clayton’s  Barbridge 
(owner)  second  and  Capt.  Jarmay’s  Mr.  Mac  (owner)  third. 

The  next  meeting  was  held  at  Saighton  on  April  nth, 
1923.  In  the  Lightweight  Race  eight  faced  the  starter. 
Mr.  W.  H.  Carter’s  Port  Holme  (Major  G.  Cotton)  was 
the  winner.  Then  came  Mr.  G.  Stevenson’s  Mermaid  VI 
(owner),  and  the  Duchess  of  Westminster’s  Rainbow  (Mr. 
G.  Ashton)  was  third.  In  the  Adjacent  Hunts  Race  there 
was  a  field  of  nine.  Lady  Ursula  Grosvenor’s  Salisbury 
Arms  (Major  G.  Cotton)  was  first,  Mr.  P.  A.  Low’s  The 
Cobbler  (Capt.  M.  Sykes)  was  second  and  Mr.  O.  G. 
Moseley’s  Din  Righ  (Mr.  A.  D.  Campbell)  was  third. 
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Seven  went  to  the  post  for  the  Welter  Race,  and  Mrs.  J.  B. 
Jarmay’s  The  Tanner  (Major  G.  Ashton),  Mr.  W.  B.  Duck¬ 
worth’s  Barbridge  II  (Mr.  G.  Stevenson)  and  Mr.  T. 
Cholmondeley’s  Rufus  (owner)  finished  in  the  above  order. 

Sir  W.  Williams  Wynn’s  Hunt  has  been  a  family  one 
for  very  many  years,  the  head  of  the  family  succeeding  to 
the  hunt  as  he  does  to  the  title.  The  present  master  has 
had  a  long  reign,  his  period  of  office  beginning  in  1885,  so 
that  he  has  ruled  nearly  forty  years.  Walter  Morgan  is  the 
huntsman  and  has  been  in  office  seventeen  seasons. 

The  first  point-to-point  meeting  after  the  war  took  place 
at  Wynnstay,  near  Ruabon,  on  March  24th,  1920.  The 
Wynnstay  Hunt  Challenge  Cup  was  won  by  Lady  Palmer’s 
Bryn  Howth  (Capt.  Cotton),  next  to  whom  came  Sir  W.  W. 
Wynn’s  Squire  (Mr.  W.  W.  Wynn)  and  Capt.  D.  M.  Muir’s 
Ulster  IV  (owner)  in  the  foregoing  order.  The  Neighbours’ 
Race  was  won  by  Mr.  C.  E.  Cowper’s  Boddington  (Col.  R. 
Mostyn  Owen),  with  Mr.  J.  Victor  Hurst’s  Joystick  (owner) 
second  and  Capt.  E.  Craigh  Tanner’s  Wild  Enough  (owner) 
third . 

The  following  year  the  meeting  was  held  at  Bettisfield 
on  April  5th.  The  Hunt  Challenge  Cup  brought  out  a 
field  of  thirteen.  The  winner,  for  the  second  time  in 
succession,  was  Lady  Palmer’s  Bryn  Howth  (Major  Cotton), 
with  Lady  Palmer’s  Ballina  (Mr.  Ashton)  second  and  Sir 
W.  W.  Wynn’s  Squire  (Mr.  Wynn)  third.  A  dozen  faced 
the  starter  in  the  Adjoining  Hunts  Race.  Mr.  J.  A.  Dew- 
hurst’s  Conjuror  II  (Mr.  P.  Dewhurst)  headed  the  lot,  with 
Mr.  L.  B.  Brierley’s  The  Curate  (Mr.  G.  Stevenson)  and 
Major  C.  Dewhurst ’s  White  Face  (Capt.  Jarmay)  following 
on  in  the  order  given. 

The  next  meeting  was  held  at  Barton,  near  Broxton,  on 
April  5th,  1922.  The  Wynnstay  Hunt  Challenge  Cup, 
which  had  a  field  of  six,  found  Lady  Palmer’s  Bryn  Howth 
(Major  Cotton)  a  winner  for  the  third  year  in  succession, 
and  her  Ballina  (Major  Ashton)  was  second  for  the  second 
year  in  succession.  Capt.  P.  J.  Pry ce- Jones’s  Brutus  (owner) 
was  third.  In  the  Adjoining  Hunts  Race  nine  went  to  the 
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post.  Mrs.  Fenwick’s  Hopyard  (Major  Fenwick  Palmer) 
was  the  winner.  Then  came  Mr.  F.  H.  Fox’s  Royal  Amber 
(Major  Ashton),  and  Mr.  A.  R.  Midwood’s  Hard  Cash 
(Mr.  Dewhurst)  was  third. 

The  next  meeting  took  place  at  Althrey,  near  Bangor-on- 
Dee,  on  April  14th,  1923.  In  the  Hunt  Race  there  were 
nine  runners,  at  the  head  of  them  being  Lady  Palmer’s 
John  Doyle  (Major  Fenwick  Palmer).  This,  it  will  be 
noticed,  was  the  fourth  year  in  succession  that  this  event 
had  fallen  to  Lady  Palmer.  Col.  Mostyn  Owen’s  Kilmartin 
(owner)  was  second,  and  Lady  Palmer’s  Ballina  (Major 
G.  E.  Cotton)  dropped  down  a  place  this  time  and  was 
third.  The  field  for  the  Adjacent  Hunts  Race  numbered 
nine.  Lady  Palmer,  whose  stable  was  in  rare  form,  won 
with  Bonny  Brown  (Major  J.  Ashton),  with  Mr.  T.  Chol- 
mondeley’s  L’Aiglon  (Mr.  W.  Reynolds)  and  Mr.  W. 
Morgan’s  Irish  Boreen  (Mr.  N.  Piggott)  following  in 
succession.  The  Western  Command  Race  had  a  field  of 
five.  Col.  Mostyn  Owen’s  Meva  (owner)  was  first,  with 
Capt.  M.  Sykes’s  Dancing  Tune  (owner)  second,  these 
being  the  only  two  to  finish. 

Col.  H.  Heywood  Lonsdale  had  been  master  of  the 
North  Shropshire  for  five  years  when  the  war  came. 
Captain,  as  he  was  then,  Heywood  Lonsdale  at  once  joined 
the  colours.  He  retired  from  the  mastership  at  the  end  of 
the  season  1918-19  and  was  succeeded  by  Capt.  Sir  H. 
Nutting,  who  was  in  office  one  season,  when  he  was  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  General  Hugh  Cholmondeley.  J.  Lewis  is  the 
huntsman.  He  succeeded  Albert  Capell  in  1921,  and  the 
latter  had  a  four  years’  spell  of  office,  succeeding  W.  Lockey, 
who  was  in  office  from  1909-17. 

The  South  Shropshire  had  no  changes  of  mastership 
until  just  lately.  Capt.  S.  H.  Christy,  after  four  years 
of  mastership  was  succeeded  by  General  Sir  Edwin  A.  H. 
Alderson.  Capt.  Christy  hastened  to  join  the  colours  as 
soon  as  the  mobilisation  took  place,  and  so  did  Sir  Edwin 
A.  H.  Alderson.  Capt.  Christy  was  unfortunately  killed 
in  action,  and  his  widow  did  not  long  survive  him.  General 
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Sir  E.  A.  H.  Alderson  came  safely  through  the  war,  and 
he  continued  his  mastership  till  the  end  of  the  season 
1922-23,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Henry  J.  Hope 
Barton,  who  hunts  his  own  hounds.  Sir  Edwin  A.  H. 
Alderson  was  the  recipient  of  a  testimonial  from  the  hunt. 
It  took  the  form  of  a  silver  hunting  horn  and  a  cheque 
for  £200. 

The  North  and  South  Shropshire  Point-to-Point  Races 
were  held  together,  an  excellent  plan  which  might  be  more 
widely  adopted  than  it  is,  and  with  advantage  ;  for  it  is 
obvious  that  one  good  meeting  will  do  more  good  socially 
than  two  small  ones,  without  taking  the  sport  into  con¬ 
sideration. 

The  first  meeting  after  the  war  was  held  at  Upton  Magna 
Station  on  April  5th,  1920.  In  the  Members’  Race  Mr.  E. 
Craig  Tanner’s  Wild  Enough  was  first,  with  Mr.  Hey  wood 
Lonsdale’s  Wenman  and  Major  G.  Onslow’s  Harmage 
filling  the  other  places  in  the  order  named.  In  the  Nomina¬ 
tion  Race  Capt.  P.  V.  Pryce-Jones’s  Brutus  was  first,  with 
Mr.  G.  Clayton’s  Broken  Cross  second  and  Mr.  J.  Victor 
Hurst’s  Corner  Boy  third. 

The  next  meeting  took  place  at  Eyton-on- Severn  on 
March  28th,  1921.  In  the  Members’  Race  ten  horses  went 
to  the  post.  Mr.  A.  Heywood  Lonsdale’s  Wenman  (owner) 
was  the  winner,  Major  E.  A.  Fielden’s  Wall  (owner)  and 
Mr.  E.  Craig  Turner’s  Wroxeter  (owner)  following  on  in 
the  order  named.  In  the  Nomination  Race  nine  horses 
faced  the  starter.  Capt.  P.  V.  Pryce-Jones’s  Brutus  (Mr. 
W.  W.  Wynn)  was  the  winner  for  the  second  year  in 
succession.  Capt.  P.  V.  Pryce-Jones’s  Lingarina  (owner) 
was  second  and  Miss  D.  M.  Nash’s  Earwig  (Mr.  R.  F. 
Tanner)  was  third.  Only  four  went  to  the  post  for  the 
Shropshire  Yeomanry  Race,  in  which  Pte.  J.  G.  Smith’s 
Miss  Cleveland  (owner),  Pte.  J.  W.  Jones’s  Selfton  (owner) 
and  Staff  Sergt .-Major  R.  W.  Inion’s  Peter  (owner)  finished 
as  placed. 

Eyton-on- Severn  was  the  fixture  the  following  year, 
when  the  meeting  took  place  on  April  17th.  Seven  went 
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to  the  post  for  the  Members’  Race,  in  which  Major  E.  A. 
Fielden’s  Minister  (owner),  Mr.  B.  Davies’s  Fair  Speed 
(owner)  and  Capt.  S.  Swires ’s  Kroonman  (Capt.  Bowden 
Smith)  finished  in  the  order  given.  Eleven  faced  the 
starter  in  the  Heavyweight  Race,  in  which  Mr.  T.  W. 
Nunnerley’s  Hailsham  (owner)  was  first,  with  Mrs.  N. 
Fielden’s  Niger  (Capt.  Bowden  Smith)  next  and  Mr.  T.  B. 
Nunnerley’s  Ben  (owner)  third.  In  the  Nomination  Race 
there  was  a  field  of  seven.  Capt.  P.  V.  Pryce- Jones’s 
Zingarina  (Mr.  W.  W.  Wynn)  was  placed  first  ;  Mr.  Henry 
Cholmondeley’s  Controller  (Mr.  R.  F.  Tanner)  was  second, 
and  Mr.  G.  Stevenson’s  Mermaid  VI  (owner)  third. 

The  following  year  the  meeting  was  held  at  the  same 
place  on  April  2nd.  Half  a  dozen  went  to  the  post  for  the 
Lightweight  Race,  with  Mr.  R.  Cole’s  Robin  Adair 
(owner),  Major  E.  A.  Fielden’s  Minister  (owner)  and 
Major  Sir  R.  Leighton’s  Broken  Doll  (owner)  finishing  in 
the  order  given.  The  field  for  the  Heavyweight  Race 
numbered  eight.  Mr.T.  W.  Nunnerley’s  Ben  (owner)  was 
placed  first,  with  Mr.  E.  C.  Tanner’s  Eyton  (owner)  second 
and  Mr.  J.  L.  M.  Sinnett’s  Lady  Di  III  (owner)  third.  The 
field  for  the  Nomination  Race  numbered  fourteen.  Col.  R. 
Mostyn  Owen’s  Kilmartin  (owner)  was  the  winner.  Then 
came  Mr.  T.  H.  Cook’s  Tarvin  (Mr.  E.  C.  Roark),  and 
Mr.  B.  Davies’s  Morelia  (owner)  was  third.  The  Shrop¬ 
shire  Yeomanry  Race  had  a  field  of  seven.  Pte.  J.  Chat¬ 
ham’s  Wheatland  (Pte.  J.  Bowen)  was  first  ;  Pte.  W.  H. 
Powell’s  Mischief  (Pte.  Bithell)  was  second,  and  Pte.  J.  F. 
Grocott’s  Mayfly  (owner)  was  third. 

Of  the  Ynysfer  there  is  not  much  to  be  learnt.  The 
master  is  Major  E.  B.  Jones,  and  he  hunts  on  two  days  a 
week  country  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Portmadoc  and 
Criccieth.  He  hunts  the  hounds  himself  and  has  W.  Evans 
for  first  whipper-in  and  kennel  huntsman. 

The  Flint  and  Denbigh  have  been  under  the  control 
of  Col.  R.  W.  Williams  Wynn  and  Col.  E.  W.  Griffith 
since  1912,  so  that  they  had  got  nicely  settled  into  their 
places  when  the  trouble  began.  They  joined  the  colours 
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at  once,  and  the  country  had  to  be  carried  on  as  best  it 
might  in  their  absence.  A.  Wilson  was  engaged  as  hunts¬ 
man  in  1916,  and  he  hunted  the  hounds  until  1923,  when 
Col.  R.  Lloyd  undertook  the  duties  of  huntsman  in  the 
field,  A.  Wilson  remaining  on  as  kennel  huntsman. 

The  first  point-to-point  meeting  after  the  war  was  held 
at  Bodrhyddan  on  April  17th,  1920.  In  the  Lightweight 
Race  Mr.  J.  W.  Charlton’s  Pat  Murphy  was  first,  with 
Mr.  W.  Brown’s  Socks  and  Miss  Tate’s  Minty  following  in 
the  above  order.  The  Nomination  Race  was  won  by 
Mr.  J.  A.  Dewhurst’s  Conjuror  II,  next  to  whom  was 
Mr.  L.  B.  Brierley’s  The  Curate,  with  Major  Cyril  Dew¬ 
hurst’s  Nomination  third.  It  is  pretty  clear  that  if  the 
latter  horse  had  won  he  would  have  been  disqualified.  The 
law  on  the  subject  of  entries  is  very  strict,  and  no  one  could 
say  for  a  moment  that  the  word  “  Nomination  ”  coming 
after  an  owner’s  name  is  a  description  which  tends  to 
identification.  One  would  think  that  it  would  be  apparent 
to  anyone  that  for  there  to  be  a  nomination  there  must  be 
something  nominated — i.e.  described  in  a  way  which 
ensures  identification.  Apparently  from  the  number  of 
times  we  see  the  word  occurring  in  show  catalogues  the 
English  language  is  not  very  well  understood  in  these 
“  degenerate  days.”  In  the  Heavyweight  Race  the  three 
placed  horses  were  Mr.  E.  Mostyn’s  Rathkeale,  Capt.  Piers 
Jones’s  The  Mole  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Charlton’s  Lambton  Park, 
who  passed  the  post  in  the  above  order. 

The  meeting  of  1921  took  place  at  Rhuddlan  on  April 
1 6th.  Miss  May  Bibby’s  Nut  bush  (Mr.  C.  P.  Dewhurst) 
was  the  winner  in  the  Lightweight  Race,  with  Col.  E.  W. 
Griffiths’s  Little  Gentleman  (Major  Ashton)  second,  the 
remaining  place  being  filled  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Charlton’s  Pat 
Murphy.  In  the  Adjacent  Hunts  Race  Mrs.  Rasbotham’s 
Trefoil  (Mr.  Weaver)  was  the  winner,  with  Lady  Palmer’s 
Ballina  (Major  J.  Ashton)  second  and  Major  J.  G.  Clayton’s 
Barbridge  (owner)  third.  In  the  Heavyweight  Race  Mr. 
H.  W.  Griffiths’s  Browning  (Major  J.  Ashton)  was  first, 
Mr.  E.  W.  Tate’s  John  Brown  (Mr.  C.  P.  Dewhurst)  and 
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Capt.  G.  P.  Dewhurst’s  Copper  (Mr.  J.  Dewhurst)  follow¬ 
ing  on  in  order.  In  the  Open  Nomination  Race  the  placed 
horses  were  Mr.  Hogan’s  The  Coiner  (Mr.  Weaver),  Mr. 
J.  A.  Dewhurst’s  Conjuror  II  (Mr.  Dewhurst)  and  Mr. 
Brierley’s  The  Curate  (Mr.  Stevenson). 

The  next  meeting  was  also  held  at  Rhuddlan,  the  date 
being  April  20th,  1922.  Twelve  horses  went  to  the  post 
in  the  Lightweight  Race,  in  which  Miss  May  Bibby’s 
Nutbush  (Mr.  C.  P.  Dewhurst)  won  for  the  second  year 
in  succession.  Col.  Williams  Wynn’s  Du  (Capt.  T.  G.  O. 
Cole)  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Charlton’s  Just  Luck  (Capt.  V. 
Hermon)  followed  in  rotation.  There  were  six  runners  in 
the  Adjacent  Hunts  Race,  in  which  Mrs.  Fenwick’s  Hop- 
yard  (Major  Fenwick  Palmer)  was  first,  with  Major  C.  P. 
Dewhurst’s  Dandy  (Mr.  C.  P.  Dewhurst)  and  Mr.  F.  H. 
Fox’s  Royal  Amber  (Major  J.  Ashton)  second  and  third.  In 
the  Heavyweight  Race  a  field  of  seven  faced  the  starter. 
Mr.  H.  W.  Griffiths’s  Browning  (Major  J.  Ashton)  was  the 
winner  for  the  second  year  in  succession.  Then  came  Sir 
E.  W.  Tate’s  John  Brown  (Mr.  Stevenson),  who  again  filled 
the  place  of  second  ;  Mr.  J.  W.  Charlton’s  Pat  Murphy 
(Capt.  V.  Hermon)  was  third.  In  the  Open  Nomination 
Race  there  were  also  seven  runners.  Mr.  A.  R.  Midwood’s 
Hard  Cash  (Mr.  C.  P.  Dewhurst)  was  the  winner.  Then 
came  Mr.  J.  C.  Paterson’s  K.C.  (owner)  next,  and  Col. 
H.  D.  Belgrave’s  Kidney  Bean  (Capt.  M.  Sykes)  was  third. 

Rhuddlan  was  again  the  scene  of  the  point-to-point 
meeting  in  the  following  year,  when  it  took  place  on 
April  19th.  Eight  horses  faced  the  starter  in  the  Light¬ 
weight  Race,  which  was  a  very  interesting  one.  Mrs. 
J.  W.  Charlton’s  Pat  Murphy  (Major  S.  Wynne  Eyton)  was 
the  winner.  He  was  the  winner  in  the  Lightweight  Race 
of  1920,  ran  third  in  the  Heavyweight  Race  in  1922,  and  in 
1921  he  was  third  to  Miss  Bibby’s  Nutbush  in  the  Light¬ 
weight  Race.  On  this  occasion  Miss  Bibby’s  Nutbush 
(Mr.  C.  P.  Dewhurst)  was  second,  and  Col.  R.  Williams 
Wynn’s  Du  (Capt.  T.  G.  O.  Cole)  was  third.  Nine  horses 
went  to  the  post  in  the  Adjacent  Hunts  Maiden  Race,  in 
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which  Mr.  T.  P.  Cholmondeley’s  L’Aiglon  (owner)  was 
first.  Mr.  H.  Hartley’s  Cherry  (Mr.  Piggott)  and  Mr. 
W.  B.  Duckworth’s  Burbridge  II  followed  on  in  order. 
There  were  eight  runners  in  the  Heavyweight  Race,  and 
at  the  head  of  them  was  Mr.  H.  W.  Griffiths’s  Browning 
(Major  J.  Ashton),  this  being  his  third  successive  victory 
in  this  race.  Sir  E.  W.  Tate’s  Pal  o’  Mine  (Mr.  G.  Steven¬ 
son)  and  Mr.  F.  A.  Bates’s  Paddy  (owner)  were  second  and 
third.  In  the  Nomination  Race  there  were  also  eight 
runners.  Mr.  W.  Morgan’s  Irish  Boreen  (Mr.  Piggott) 
was  the  winner.  Then  came  Mr.  J.  Oakley  s  Banovie  (Mr. 
W.  Reynolds),  and  Lady  Palmer’s  John  Doyle  (Major  J. 
Ashton)  was  third. 

The  Plas  Machynlleth  have  made  no  change,  and 
continue  under  the  mastership  of  Lord  Londonderry. 
D.  Hughes  is  the  huntsman. 


CHAPTER  IX 

DORSETSHIRE,  SOMERSETSHIRE,  DEVONSHIRE  AND  CORNWALL 

THE  South  Dorset  has  always  been  a  country  for 
long  periods  of  mastership.  It  has  a  close  con¬ 
nexion  with  a  notable  period  in  hunting  history 
when  that  famous  sportsman  Mr.  J.  J.  Farqu- 
harson  hunted  the  whole  of  Dorsetshire  at  his  own  expense, 
being  master  for  fifty-two  years.  Mr.  Radcliffe  and  his 
son,  who  followed,  were  in  office  for  twenty-eight  years. 
Then  came  two  short  masterships,  or  comparatively  short 
ones,  and  then  Mr.  J.  A.  Radcliffe  was  in  office  twenty-six 
years.  So  that  since  1806,  when  Mr.  Farquharson  took 
hold,  a  period  of  a  hundred  and  fourteen  years,  up  to  the 
end  of  Mr.  J.  A.  Radcliffe’s  mastership,  a  hundred  and  six 
years  were  passed  under  three  masterships,  a  remarkable 
incident  in  hunt  history.  Mr.  J.  A.  Radcliffe,  who  suc¬ 
ceeded  Mr.  Featherstonhaugh  Frampton  in  1894,  had  a 
mastership  of  twenty-six  years,  retiring  in  1921,  so  that 
he  carried  on  during  the  difficult  times  and  handed  over 
the  country  in  a  good  condition  to  his  successor,  Col.  R.  G.  S. 
Gordon  of  Charlton  Manor,  Blandford,  with  whom  he  was 
joint  master  in  the  season  1920-21.  Mr.  Radcliffe  had 
made  for  himself  a  good  reputation  in  Yorkshire,  both  with 
the  Bramham  Moor  and  the  York  and  Ainsty,  and  on  his 
retirement  in  1920  his  services  to  the  country  during  a 
period  of  twenty-eight  years  were  recognised  by  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  hunt,  who  presented  him  with  an  oil  painting 
of  himself  surrounded  by  the  pack,  painted  by  Cecil  Aldin, 
and  the  good  wishes  of  his  Dorsetshire  followers  were 
heartily  reciprocated  by  his  old  friends  in  the  North. 

The  first  point-to-point  meeting  after  the  country  had 
settled  down  was  held  at  Middle  Buildings,  Spetisbury, 
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Blandford,  on  March  3rd,  1921,  at  the  close  of  the  year  of 
joint  mastership.  The  South  Dorset  Hunt  Race  brought 
ten  to  the  post.  Capt.  M.  F.  Radcliffe’s  Dewin  Rudd 
(owner)  was  the  winner.  Next  in  order  came  Capt.  C.  F.  M. 
Margett’s  Cherub  (owner),  with  Mr.  W.  W.  Russell’s 
Juanita  (Capt.  Aston)  third.  The  Adjoining  Hunts  Race 
had  only  five  runners,  Mr.  W.  S.  McCreery’s  Benedict 
(owner),  Capt.  W.  P.  Browne’s  Bellini  (owner)  and  Major 
H.  Denison  Pender’s  Majolica  (owner)  finishing  in  the 
above  order.  The  Yeomanry  Race  brought  out  the  good 
field  of  nine.  Capt.  M.  F.  Radcliffe’s  Knocked  Out  (owner) 
was  the  winner.  Then  came  Mr.  V.  C.  Hunt’s  Bay  Knight 
(owner),  and  Mr.  E.  S.  Hunt’s  Little  Tich  II  (owner)  filled 
the  third  place. 

The  next  meeting  was  held  at  Littlemoor,  Upwey,  on 
March  23rd,  1922.  The  South  Dorset  Hunt  Race  brought 
out  a  field  of  eight.  Commander  H.  Linklater’s  Saucy 
(owner)  was  the  winner,  with  Mr.  C.  E.  Tory’s  Listening 
Post  (Capt.  Meatyard)  second  and  Major  R.  G.  S.  Gordon’s 
Lough  Ine  (owner)  third.  In  the  Adjoining  Hunts  Race 
there  were  only  two  runners,  Mr.  H.  L.  S.  Groves’s  Rio 
(owner)  beating  Mr.  P.  C.  Tory’s  Peep  O  (Capt.  Forestier- 
Walker).  In  the  Services  Race  eight  horses  went  to  the 
post.  Mr.  S.  J.  Hunt’s  Creeping  Tom  (owner)  was  first, 
with  Capt.  W.  E.  Meatyard’s  Telephone  II  (Capt.  Forestier- 
Walker)  and  Mr.  A.  J.  Phillips’s  Starlight  (owner)  following 
in  the  order  given. 

The  next  meeting  was  held  at  Spetisbury  on  March  21st, 
1923.  In  the  Hunt  Race  the  half-dozen  runners  were  headed 
by  Lt.-Cmdr.  Linklater’s  Saucy  (owner),  with  Col.  Sir  John 
Lees’s  Luck  (Major  Aston)  and  Col.  R.  Gordon’s  Benjy 
(owner)  following  on  in  the  above  order.  The  Adjacent 
Hunts  Race  had  also  six  runners.  Mr.  S.  B.  Sweet- 
Escott’s  Appro  (owner),  Mr.  A.  Williams’s  Paula  (Major 
Aston)  and  Major  H.  Manger’s  Diamond  III  (owner) 
finished  in  the  above  order.  Sixteen  horses  faced  the 
starter  for  the  Services’  Race,  which  was  won  by  Major  H. 
Manger’s  Piratical  Duke  (Major  Phipps  Hornby).  Col.  R. 
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Gordon’s  Lough  Ine  (owner)  was  second  and  Mr.  A. 
Phillips’s  Starlight  (owner)  was  third. 

The  Cattistock  is  closely  associated  with  the  South 
Dorset.  Originally  the  old  True  Blues,  a  hunt  formed  by 
the  Rev.  J.  Phelips  of  Cattistock  Lodge,  in  the  days  of 
Mr.  J.  J.  Farquharson  it  was  united  to  the  South  Dorset, 
Mr.  Farquharson  hunting  the  whole  country  as  the  Dorset¬ 
shire.  After  Mr.  Farquharson’s  mastership  terminated 
the  country  was  again  divided  and  the  Cattistock  Hunt 
was  formed.  For  twenty-four  years  the  country  has  been 
under  the  mastership  of  the  Rev.  E.  A.  Milne,  who  is  well 
known  as  an  exceptionally  good  judge  of  hounds.  In  1921 
Capt.  Colville  of  Up  Loders,  Bradstock,  was  appointed 
joint  master,  and  they  now  divide  the  duties  of  hunting  the 
hounds  between  them,  Mr.  Milne  hunting  two  days  a  week, 
with  an  occasional  bye-day,  and  Capt.  Colville  undertaking 
the  other  two  days  a  week. 

The  first  Cattistock  Point-to-Point,  after  things  got 
settled  down,  was  held  at  Corton  Farm,  Upwey,  on  April 
4th,  1922.  In  the  Members’  Race  there  were  eight  runners. 
Capt.  T.  Colville’s  Jolly  Boy  (owner)  was  the  winner  ;  Mr. 
W.  G.  Busk’s  Templar  (Hon.  R.  Digby)  was  second  and 
Mr.  A.  D.  Pass’s  Beauchamp  (owner)  was  third.  In  the 
Naval  Race  a  field  of  thirteen  faced  the  starter.  Lieut.  G. 
Hill’s  Jimmy  Wilde  (owner)  was  the  winner  ;  then  came 
Capt.  P.  Howard’s  Corner  Boy  (owner)  and  Lt.-Comdr.  K. 
Grant’s  Foxcatcher  (owner)  in  the  order  named.  The 
Adjacent  Hunts  Race  had  only  two  runners,  Capt.  T. 
Colville’s  Changeling  (owner)  beating  Mr.  H.  D.  Osborne’s 
Billy  (Mr.  Osborne,  Junr.). 

The  next  meeting  was  held  at  Darvole  Farm,  East  Coker, 
Yeovil,  on  April  10th,  1923.  The  six  runners  in  the 
Members’  Race  were  headed  by  Mr.  L.  H.  S.  Groves’s  Rio 
(owner),  next  to  whom  came  Mr.  Brind’s  Trinity  (owner) 
and  Capt.  Pass’s  Beauchamp  (owner)  in  the  order  given. 
The  Naval  Race  brought  out  a  wonderfully  fine  field  of 
twenty-three.  Lt.  Congreve’s  The  Lepper  (owner)  was 
first.  Then  came  Lt.-Comdr.  P.  L.  Neville’s  Leprachaun 
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and  Lt.  Hill’s  Do  Hallo  Boy  (owner)  in  the  above  order. 
The  Adjacent  Hunts  Race  brought  out  a  field  of  five. 
Capt.  Chatterton’s  Thistledown  (Major  Sweet-Escott)  was 
the  winner.  Second  place  was  taken  by  Mr.  W.  L.  Riley’s 
Caesar  (Mr.  J.  W.  Harper),  and  Capt.  Colville’s  Changeling 
(Mr.  G.  Colville)  was  third. 

The  Portman  is  also  a  country  which  has  been  a  long 
time  in  one  hand.  Immediately  after  Mr.  Farquharson 
gave  it  up  Lord  Portman  took  hold  of  it,  and  he  hunted 
the  country  down  to  the  time  of  his  death  in  1919,  a  period 
of  sixty-one  years.  After  Lord  Portman’s , death,  Capt. 
W.  P.  Browne  was  appointed  master,  he  taking  office  in 
1920.  At  the  same  time  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury  and  Major 
Denison  Pender  were  appointed  field  masters.  Capt. 
Browne  hunts  the  hounds  himself. 

The  first  Portman  meeting  after  the  war  was  held  at 
Lush’s  Farm,  Marnhull,  on  April  6th,  1921.  The  Hunt 
Cup  Race  brought  out  a  field  of  eight.  Mr.  C.  E.  Tory’s 
Philgarlic  (Capt.  Meatyard)  was  the  winner.  Then  came 
Capt.  J.  B.  Browne’s  Squall  (Major  Denison  Pender)  and 
Capt.  W.  F.  Browne’s  Kilbride  (owner)  in  the  order 
named.  In  the  Nomination  Race  ten  horses  faced  the 
starter.  Capt.  M.  F.  Radcliffe’s  Knocked  Out  (Mr.  H.  L. 
Shedden)  was  the  winner,  Mr.  E.  Stanley  Young’s  B.A.  II 
(Mr.  G.  Waters)  was  second  and  Mr.  E.  Stanley  Young’s 
Snooker  (Mr.  S.  J.  Hebyar)  was  third.  The  Adjacent 
Hunts  Race  brought  out  a  field  of  eight.  Capt.  T.  P.  A. 
Holford’s  The  Duke  (owner)  was  first.  Then  came  Capt. 
Pelly’s  Spook  (owner),  and  Mr.  T.  Eccles’s  Goldflake  (Lieut. 
M.  A.  Brand,  R.N.)  was  third. 

Lush’s  Farm,  Marnhull,  was  also  the  site  of  the  meetings 
of  the  next  two  years.  The  meeting  of  1922  was  held  on 
April  5th.  The  Hunt  Cup  Race  had  six  starters.  Capt. 
W.  P.  Browne’s  Bellini  (owner)  was  first,  with  Major  R. 
Gordon’s  Lough  Ine  (owner)  second  and  Major  Sir  John 
Lee’s  Luck  (Capt.  Aston)  third.  The  Nomination  Race 
brought  seven  horses  to  the  post.  Mr.  R.  L.  McCreery’s 
Cottier  (owner)  was  first.  Then  came  Capt.  Meatyard’s 
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Telephone  II  (owner),  and  Capt.  G.  R.  C.  Wyndham’s 
Patsy  (owner)  was  third.  In  the  Adjoining  Hunts  Race 
only  five  faced  the  starter.  Comdr.  H.  Linklater’s  Saucy 
(owner),  Mr.  W.  W.  Russell’s  Juanito  (Capt.  Aston)  and 
Capt.  Meatyard’s  The  Footman  (owner)  finished  in  the 
foregoing  order. 

The  next  meeting  was  held  on  April  nth,  1923.  In  the 
Hunt  Cup  Race  Mr.  W.  W.  Russell’s  Juanita  improved  on 
her  previous  form  and  won  from  Capt.  W.  Browne’s 
Creeping  Tom  (Capt.  Fitzgerald),  and  Col.  Gordon’s 
Lough  Ine  (owner)  was  third.  The  Nomination  Race 
brought  six  horses  to  the  post,  Capt.  Chatterton’s  Thistle¬ 
down  (Major  Sweet-Estcott),  Mrs.  Guthrie’s  Avalon  (Capt. 
Guthrie)  and  Mr.  R.  W.  Hall  Dare’s  King’s  Spider  (owner) 
finishing  in  the  above  order.  In  the  Adjacent  Hunts  Race 
only  four  went  to  the  post,  Major  P.  Stewart  French’s 
Waif  (Mr.  P.  Wilson)  was  first,  with  Mr.  W.  White’s  Streak 
(owner)  second  and  Lt.-Comdr.  H.  Linklater’s  Saucy 
(owner)  third. 

Major  F.  J.  B.  Wingfield  Digby  has  been  master  of  the 
Blackmore  Vale  since  the  year  1909,  when  he  succeeded 
Col.  P.  J.  Brown.  The  call  of  the  country  was  heard  by 
Mr.  F.  J.  B.  Wingfield  Digby,  and  he  joined  the  forces  and 
gained  his  D.S.O.  ;  and  he  is  still  at  the  head  of  affairs. 
His  huntsman  is  Jack  Doe,  but  they  take  it  in  turn  to  hunt 
the  hounds. 

The  first  point-to-point  meeting  after  the  war  was  held 
at  South  Barrow  on  March  6th,  1920.  The  Red  Coat  Race 
was  won  by  Miss  Manger’s  The  Banker,  with  Mr.  Farqu- 
harson’s  Corner  Boy  second  and  Mr.  Lomax’s  Monkey 
third.  The  Nomination  Race  was  won  by  Major  Phipps 
Hornby’s  Waldo,  with  Mr.  Victor  Hunt’s  Harkaway  VII 
and  Capt.  Longmore’s  Alfred  following  in  the  order  named. 
In  the  Red  Coat  Race  General  Harman’s  Jock  was  first, 
with  Capt.  Taylor  Whitehead’s  Little  Benjamin  second  and 
Mr.  Kelly’s  Hector  third. 

The  next  meeting  was  held  at  Thornford  on  March  16th, 
1921.  In  the  Red  Coat  Lightweight  Race  an  excellent  field 
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of  fifteen  faced  the  starter.  Miss  Gladys  Manger’s  The 
Banker  (Major  G.  Phipps  Hornby)  was  first.  Messrs. 
Chatterton  and  Ord’s  Thora  (Capt.  Ord)  was  second  and 
Capt.  K.  E.  Wingfield  Digby’s  Ranee  (owner)  was  third. 
A  still  better  field  went  to  the  post  for  the  Nomination 
Race,  no  fewer  than  nineteen  facing  the  starter.  Mr.  E. 
Stanley  Young’s  Nimble  (Mr.  S.  Hellyar)  was  the  winner. 
Then  came  Mrs.  Gough’s  Dainty  Bit  (Major  G.  Phipps 
Hornby)  and  Col.  C.  C.  Armitage’s  Rathdonnell  (owner) 
in  the  order  given.  The  Red  Coat  Welter  brought  out  a 
field  of  eleven,  and  Mr.  T.  P.  A.  Holford’s  The  Duke  was 
followed  home  by  Mr.  H.  Osborne’s  Penny  (Mr.  E.  P. 
Vivian)  and  Mr.  W.  S.  McCreery’s  Benedict  in  the  order 
given. 

The  next  meeting  was  held  at  Sparkford  on  March  16th, 

1922.  The  Lightweight  Race  had  a  field  of  eight  runners. 
Mr.  R.  L.  McCreery’s  Annie  Darling  (Mr.  W.  S.  Mc- 
Creery)  was  first,  with  Miss  G.  Manger’s  Slauntha  (Mr.  O. 
Prior  Palmer)  second  and  Mr.  Wallace  Wilson’s  Passport 
(Capt.  H.  Ord)  third.  There  were  thirteen  runners  in  the 
Adjoining  Hunts  Race,  which  was  won  by  Mrs.  C.  H. 
Manger’s  Wee  Nip  (Major  C.  H.  Manger).  Messrs.  Young 
and  Hellyar ’s  All  Square  (Mr.  S.  Hellyar)  came  next,  and 
third  place  fell  to  Mr.  T.  Olliver’s  Jorrocks  (owner).  In 
the  Heavyweight  Race  there  was  a  field  of  nine.  Messrs. 
Chatterton  and  Ord’s  Peter  the  Piper  (Major  Sweet-Escott) 
was  first,  with  Mr.  Wallace  Wilson’s  Blaizer  (Mr.  O.  Prior 
Palmer)  second  and  Col.  Clement  Armitage’s  Rathdonnell 
(owner)  third. 

The  next  meeting  was  held  at  Thornford  on  March  14th, 

1923.  The  five  runners  in  the  Lightweight  Race  were 
headed  by  Miss  E.  Jenner’s  The  Welshman  II  (Capt. 
Pepper),  with  Capt.  G.  Clark’s  Rab’s  Double  (owner)  and 
Mr.  T.  Pearce’s  Grey  Mist  (owner)  filling  the  other  places 
in  the  order  given.  The  Adjacent  Hunts  Race  brought 
out  a  field  of  ten.  Major  F.  Stuart  Finch’s  Waif  (Capt.  P. 
Wilson)  won.  Next  came  Messrs.  Young  and  Hellyar’s 
Recawe  (Capt.  T.  Colville),  and  Mr.  F.  Moore’s  The  Scout 
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(owner)  was  third.  In  the  Heavyweight  Race  Capt.  Chatter- 
ton’s  Billy  (Capt.  Spencer  Kennard)  beat  Mr.  H.  Osborne’s 
Rossiter  (Mr.  P.  Osborne),  who  was  his  only  opponent. 

Capt.  C.  F.  Lee  succeeded  Capt.  H.  A.  Kinglake  in  the 
mastership  of  the  Taunton  Vale  in  1914,  Capt.  Kinglake 
having  been  master  for  a  dozen  seasons.  Capt.  Lee,  how¬ 
ever,  had  but  a  short  spell  of  office.  He  had  been  appointed 
but  a  very  short  time  when  he  joined  the  colours,  and  he 
is  only  down  in  the  records  for  one  season  of  office,  which 
is  most  likely  more  than  he  ever  enjoyed.  Capt.  Lee  was 
succeeded  in  1915  by  Mr.  P.  G.  R.  Benson  of  Lydeard 
House,  Taunton,  who  has  been  in  office  ever  since.  The 
huntsman  is  C.  Rickard,  who  went  to  the  pack  when  Capt. 
Lee  was  master. 

The  first  point-to-point  meeting  after  the  war  was  held 
at  Hatch  Beauchamp  on  March  21st,  1921.  The  Adjoining 
Hunts  Cup  Race  attracted  an  excellent  field  of  twelve 
runners.  Mrs.  Gough’s  Dainty  Bit  (Major  G.  Phipps 
Hornby)  and  Mr.  A.  Pring’s  Lance  Private  (Mr.  D.  Yel- 
verton)  ran  a  dead-heat  for  first  place,  Capt.  Spencer 
Kennard’s  Billy  (owner)  taking  third  place.  The  High 
Sheriff’s  Cup  Race  brought  to  the  post  a  field  of  five,  at 
the  head  of  which  was  Mr.  R.  Chichester’s  Dorando  (Mr. 
H.  Law).  Mr.  H.  Hartley’s  Cracker  (Capt.  Cole)  and  Mr. 
W.  Jenning’s  Starlight  (Mr.  H.  V.  Lean)  filled  the  other 
places  in  the  above  order.  In  the  Members’  Red  Coat  Race 
seven  horses  went  to  the  post.  Mr.  N.  E.  Gore  Langton’s 
Ruby  (owner)  was  the  winner,  with  Mr.  J.  W.  Harper’s 
Betty  (owner)  second,  these  being  the  only  two  that 
finished. 

On  April  7th,  1922,  the  meeting  was  held  at  Jordans. 
The  High  Sheriff’s  Cup  Race  brought  out  a  field  of  five. 
Miss  M.  Whiting’s  Warrior  (Mr.  R.  Woodhouse)  was  the 
winner.  Next  came  Mr.  W.  Jennings’s  Foch  (Mr.  S.  David), 
and  Mr.  C.  Ward  Jackson’s  Tatters  (Mr.  F.  Ward  Jackson) 
was  third.  In  the  Adjoining  Hunts  Cup  Race  thirteen 
faced  the  starter.  Mr.  Wallis  Wilson’s  Blaizer  (Mr.  S. 
Hancock)  was  first,  the  other  places  being  filled  by  Messrs. 
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Chatterton  and  Ord’s  Peter  the  Piper  (Mr.  S.  David)  and 
Capt.  J.  A.  Paton’s  Pax  Vobis  (owner).  The  West  Somerset 
Hunt  Cup  Race  also  brought  out  a  good  field,  a  dozen  going 
to  the  post.  Mr.  Wallis  Wilson’s  Passport  (Mr.  S.  J. 
Hellyar)  was  first,  Mr.  A.  W.  Meaker’s  Lady  Frayle  (Mr. 
A.  David)  was  second  and  Mr.  H.  Worrall’s  Waif  (Mr.  R. 
Woodhouse)  was  third.  The  eight  runners  in  the  Members’ 
Red  Coat  Race  were  headed  by  Mr.  Holiday  Hartley’s 
Cracker  (Mr.  T.  Cole),  with  Miss  Banes-Walker’s  Favourite 
Flower  (Mr.  R.  Woodhouse)  second  and  Mr.  W.  H. 
Goschen’s  Matchbox  (owner)  third. 

On  April  5th,  1923,  the  next  meeting  was  held  at  Jordans, 
near  Ilminster.  Only  four  went  to  the  post  for  the  High 
Sheriff’s  Cup,  and  of  these  only  two  finished,  viz.  Mr.  H. 
Hartley’s  Cracker  (Capt.  T.  Cole),  who  won,  and  Mr.  H.  C. 
Lee  Steere’s  Paladin  (Mr.  C.  B.  Lee  Steere).  There  was 
a  better  field  for  the  Adjacent  Hunts  Cup,  eight  going  to 
the  post.  Mr.  F.  Moore’s  John  Henry  (owner)  was  first, 
with  Mrs.  Guthrie’s  Slauntha  (Major  G.  Phipps  Hornby) 
and  Mr.  T.  Richards’s  Evidence  II  (Mr.  T.  Bown)  follow¬ 
ing  in  the  order  given.  The  West  Somerset  Hunt  Cup  had 
seven  runners.  Mr.  W.  L.  Riley’s  Caesar  (Mr.  J.  W.  Harper), 
Capt.  G.  Babington’s  Silver  Star  (Mr.  N.  Richards)  and 
Mr.  Moore  Stevens’s  Exeter  (owner)  finished  in  the  order 
named.  In  the  Red  Coat  Race  nine  faced  the  starter.  Mr. 
H.  Hartley’s  Cracker  (Capt.  T.  Cole)  won  his  second  race 
on  the  day,  with  Col.  H.  Gault’s  St.  Hilaire  (Capt.  E.  Gore 
Langton)  second  and  Major  R.  Radclyffe’s  Speculation 
(Mr.  W.  Halswell)  third. 

The  East  Devon  as  at  present  constituted  is  of  com¬ 
paratively  recent  origin.  Prior  to  1890  it  was  hunted  one 
day  in  the  week  by  the  South  Devon,  Col.  J.  A.  T.  Garratt 
acting  as  field  master.  In  1890  Col.  Garratt  established  the 
East  Devon  Hunt,  and  after  a  mastership  of  twelve  seasons 
he  resigned  in  favour  of  his  son,  Col.  L.  C.  Garratt,  who 
was  in  office  for  two  seasons  before  the  war  broke  out.  In 
1921  Mr.  Willoughby  S.  Smith  of  Benchams,  Harpford, 
became  joint  master.  Col.  Garratt  hunted  the  hounds  him- 
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self  until  the  end  of  the  season  1922-23,  and  then  J.  Brown 
was  engaged  as  huntsman. 

The  first  point-to-point  meeting  after  the  war  was  held 
at  Honiton  Clyst  on  April  6th,  1921.  In  the  Open  Nomina¬ 
tion  Race  seven  horses  went  down  to  the  post  and  only  two 
finished,  Mr.  J.  Pring’s  Lance  Private  (Mr.  D.  Yelverton) 
beating  Capt.  S.  Rodd’s  The  Gunner  (owner).  In  the 
Heavyweight  Race  there  were  five  runners,  and  again  only 
two  finished,  namely,  Major  E.  L.  Caldecott’s  Shamrock 
(Mr.  G.  H.  Wilson)  and  Major  B.  Hall’s  Clinker  (Mr.  J. 
MacNun)  in  the  order  given.  There  were  eleven  runners 
in  the  Lightweight  Race,  in  which  Messrs.  J.  A.  Collings 
and  Son’s  Bronze  (Mr.  S.  Hocking)  was  first,  Mr.  D. 
Yelverton’s  Seagull  (owner)  and  Mr.  P.  Whitton’s  Lady 
Drake  (Mr.  E.  A.  Fulcher)  following  in  the  order  given. 
In  the  Adjacent  Hunts  Race  three  went  to  the  post  and 
two  finished,  Mr.  A.  Pring’s  Cob  Nut  (Mr.  Hancock)  win¬ 
ning,  with  Mr.  D.  Gater’s  Little  John  (Mr.  D.  Yelverton) 
second. 

The  next  meeting  took  place  at  Honiton  Clyst  on  April 
17th,  1922.  The  Open  Nomination  Race  brought  half  a 
dozen  to  the  post,  and  at  the  head  of  them  Mr.  H.  Worrall’s 
Waif  (Mr.  S.  Hancock),  the  other  places  going  to  Mr.  A. 
Pring’s  Lance  Private  (Mr.  D.  Yelverton)  and  Major  A.  C. 
Arden’s  Dracula  in  the  order  given.  The  Heavyweight 
Race  brought  out  seven  runners,  and  the  winner  was  Mr. 
J.  Putnam’s  famous  horse  Jorrocks  (Major  S.  Rodd),  who 
is  as  much  at  home  in  the  showyard  as  over  a  country. 
Mr.  D.  Yelverton’s  Seagull  (owner)  and  Major  E.  L.  Calde¬ 
cott’s  Shamrock  (Mr.  Wilson)  came  next  as  placed.  In  the 
Lightweight  Race  nine  horses  faced  the  starter.  Mr.  D. 
Yelverton’s  Swallow  (owner)  was  the  winner,  with  Mr.  P. 
Whitton’s  Brocade  (Mr.  Philpotts)  and  Mr.  D.  Yelverton’s 
Seagull  (Major  Pepys)  second  and  third.  The  Adjacent 
Hunts  Race  brought  out  seven  runners.  Mr.  A.  Pring’s 
The  Duck  (Mr.  E.  Hocking)  was  first,  with  Mr.  M.  Hay- 
don’s  Oak  Apple  (Major  Pepys)  second  and  Mr.  G.  Gates’s 
Little  Joe  (Mr.  Podbury)  third. 
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The  next  meeting  was  held  at  the  same  place  on  April 
4th,  1923.  Ten  horses  went  to  the  post  for  the  Nomination 
Race,  which  resulted  in  a  dead -heat  between  Mr.  H. 
Worrall’s  Stray  (Mr.  S.  L.  Hancock)  and  Mr.  W.  Halswell’s 
Gunner  (owner),  third  place  going  to  Sir  Ian  Amory’s 
Molly  (Mr.  D.  Amory).  Nine  horses  faced  the  starter  for 
the  Heavyweight  Race.  Major  W.  E.  Duncan’s  Rathdaniel 
(owner)  was  the  winner,  Capt.  Boylan’s  Gurtenalaugh 
(owner)  was  second  and  Mr.  James  Putnam’s  Faringdon 
(Mr.  Greenlees),  who  has  been  seen  to  advantage  in  the 
show- ring,  was  third.  In  the  Lightweight  Race  there  were 
eleven  runners.  Col.  O.  L.  Harris’s  Lucky  Jim  (owner) 
was  the  winner,  with  Mr.  P.  Whitton’s  Brocade  (Mr. 
Hocking)  and  Mr.  R.  Wyrley-Birch’s  Chiquita  (Mr.  A.  L. 
Cameron)  following  in  order.  The  Adjacent  Hunts  Race 
brought  out  five  starters,  the  smallest  field  of  the  day. 
Messrs.  J.  A.  Collings  and  Sons’  Carrots  (Mr.  S.  L.  Han¬ 
cock)  was  first,  with  Mr.  G.  Gater’s  Little  Joe  (Mr. 
Podbury)  second  and  Mr.  A.  R.  Penny’s  Belle  (owner) 
third. 

In  1914  the  South  Devon  were  under  the  mastership  of 
Mr.  J.  A.  C.  Hurle,  but  he  retired  in  the  following  year, 
and  Mr.  W.  Whitley  and  Mr.  H.  Whitley  were  appointed 
joint  masters.  At  the  Haldon  side  of  the  country  Lord 
Haldon,  Sir  John  Duntze  and  Mr.  E.  F.  Studd  were 
successively  in  office.  In  1922  Mr.  H.  Whitley  retired,  and 
from  the  season  1922-23  Mr.  W.  Whitley  has  hunted  the 
country  single-handed. 

When  the  war  broke  out  Mr.  C.  G.  Huntress,  the  master 
of  the  Mid  Devon,  immediately  joined  the  colours  ;  and 
shortly  afterwards  the  Mid  Devon  country  was  given  up 
and  the  country  was  joined  to  the  South  Devon.  The 
present  huntsman  is  E.  Chapman,  who  was  appointed  in 

I9I9* 

Of  the  Silverton  during  the  last  few  years  there  is  not 
much  to  say.  Mr.  A.  G.  Pope,  who  succeeded  Messrs. 
Wilcocks  and  Reid  (joint  masters)  in  1911,  is  still  in  office 
and  he  hunts  the  hounds  himself.  A  notable  addition  has 
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been  made  to  the  country  lately.  After  the  Mid  Devon 
Hunt  was  given  up,  the  South  Devon,  as  has  already  been 
noticed,  took  over  the  country ;  but  finding  they  had  more 
country  than  they  could  conveniently  hunt,  they  loaned 
that  fine  scenting  country,  the  Haldon  Hills  and  Moor,  to 
the  Silverton. 

The  first  point-to-point  meeting  after  the  war  was  held 
at  Newton  St.  Cyres  on  March  24th,  1923.  The  Silverton 
Hunt  Race  brought  out  only  a  field  of  five,  and  Messrs. 
Collings  and  Sons’  Carrots  (Major  W.  H.  Brookes),  the 
East  Devon  winner,  was  first,  the  other  places  being  fillep 
by  Mr.  W.  F.  Saunders’s  Princess  (Mr.  W.  L.  Fry)  and 
Major  Knight  Bruce’s  Sheila  (Mr.  S.  L.  Hancock)  in  the 
above  order.  The  other  races  brought  out  big  fields. 
Eleven  faced  the  starter  in  the  Nomination  Race,  which 
was  won  by  Mr.  Pring’s  Lance  Private  (Mr.  D.  Yelverton). 
It  is  worth  noting  that  Lance  Private  is  one  of  the  most 
notable  of  point-to-point  horses  in  the  south-west,  he 
having  in  the  years  1921,  1922  and  1923  been  successful 
on  no  fewer  than  a  dozen  occasions  and  over  seven  different 
courses.  The  meetings  at  which  he  won  during  these 
three  years  were  :  Dartmoor,  two  races  ;  Stevenstone, 
twice  ;  Tiverton,  two  races  twice  ;  Eggesford,  Silverton, 
East  Devon  and  Taunton  Vale.  Second  to  Mr.  Pring’s 
horse  was  Mr.  H.  Worrall’s  Patrick  (Mr.  Plarper),  and  Mr. 
F.  E.  Hancock’s  Goldfish  (Mr.  S.  L.  Hancock)  was  third. 
In  the  Adjacent  Hunts  Race  there  were  also  eleven  runners. 
The  winner  was  Mr.  D.  H.  Amory’s  Molly  II  (owner), 
with  Major  Duncan’s  Rathdaniel  (owner)  and  Mr.  Pring’s 
Cinderella  (Mr.  E.  Hocking)  following  in  order.  Pony 
races  are  not  usual  at  point-to-point  meetings,  but  Devon¬ 
shire  ponies  are  exceptional  for  their  ability  to  get  over  a 
country,  and  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  some  of  our 
Grand  National  winners  have  not  been  many  generations 
in  direct  descent  from  mountain  or  moorland  ponies  or 
both,  and  that  on  both  sire  and  dam’s  side.  For  that 
reason,  if  for  no  other,  then,  it  seems  desirable  to  give  the 
details  of  the  Cross-country  Pony  Race.  There  were  half 
u 
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a  dozen  runners.  Mr.  H.  Tozer’s  Ginger  (Mr.  D.  Down) 
was  first,  Mr.  A.  Pring’s  The  Duck  (Mr.  D.  Yelverton) 
was  second  and  Mr.  J.  Cottrell’s  Jester  (Mr.  H.  Browning) 
was  third. 

It  is  seldom  that  a  country  knows  so  few  changes  as  the 
Tiverton.  Indeed,  it  might  be  said  that  it  has  known  no 
change  since  the  boundaries  were  first  arranged  some  time 
in  the  thirties.  The  present  master,  Sir  Ian  Amory,  who 
succeeded  Mr.  Ludovic  Unwin  in  1910,  is  also  the  hunts¬ 
man.  He  hunts  the  country  without  subscription,  except 
for  poultry  damage  and  covert  funds. 

The  point-to-point  meeting  is  held  in  conjunction  with 
the  Tiverton  Staghounds,  a  pack  established  at  the  instance 
of  the  Devon  and  Somerset  Hunt,  rather  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  century  ago,  to  hunt  the  wild  deer  that  wandered 
over  the  country  out  of  easy  reach  of  the  Devon  and  Somer¬ 
set.  Their  first  meeting,  after  things  got  settled  down,  was 
held  at  Peadhill,  near  Tiverton,  on  April  9th,  1921.  In  the 
Heavyweight  Race  eight  put  in  an  appearance.  Col. 
Lesley  Butler’s  Paddy  (owner)  was  the  winner.  Then  came 
Mrs.  E.  L.  Hancock’s  Pyke  (Mr.  S.  L.  Hancock),  and  Mr.  A. 
Pring’s  Gay  Paree  (Mr.  D.  Yelverton)  was  third.  Seven 
faced  the  starter  in  the  Nomination  Race,  which  was  won  by 
Col.  Lesley  Butler’s  Munster  II  (owner),  with  Mr.  A. 
Pring’s  Lance  Private  (Mr.  D.  Yelverton)  and  Mr.  R. 
Wilson’s  Cross  Plands  (Mr.  S.  L.  Hancock)  following  on  in 
order.  In  the  Lightweight  Race  there  were  five  runners. 
Mr.  A.  Pring’s  Cob  Nut  (Mr.  D.  Yelverton)  was  first,  with 
Mr.  C.  W.  Nelder’s  Peter  (Mr.  Webber)  and  Capt.  M. 
Kennard’s  Gay  Girl  (Mr.  Peplow)  second  and  third.  Only 
three  ran  in  the  Pony  Race,  and  of  these  one  did  not 
finish.  Mr.  A.  Pring’s  The  Duck  (Mr.  D.  Yelverton)  was 
first  and  Mr.  C.  W.  Nelder’s  Marquis  (Mr.  Channing) 
second. 

On  April  8th,  1922,  the  combined  meeting  was  again  held 
at  the  same  place.  In  the  Heavyweight  Race  only  four  went 
to  the  post.  Mr.  A.  Pring’s  Gay  Paree  (Dr.  R.  Burgess) 
was  the  winner,  with  Mr.  C.  W.  Nelder’s  Marne  (Mr.  S. 
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Hancock)  second,  these  being  all  that  finished.  In  the  Open 
Nomination  Race  seven  faced  the  starter.  Mr.  A.  Pring’s 
Lance  Private  (Mr.  D.  Yelverton)  was  the  winner,  with  Mr. 
C.  N.  Spooner’s  Troy  Weight  (Mr.  Hammond)  and  Mr.  J.  W. 
Hooper’s  Betty  (owner)  second  and  third.  In  the  Light¬ 
weight  Race  there  were  six  runners.  Mr.  A.  Pring’s  Lance 
Private  (Mr.  D.  Yelverton)  was  again  a  winner,  with  Mr. 
C.  W.  Nelder’s  Peter  (Mr.  F.  Webber)  second  and  Col.  L. 
Butler’s  Paddy  (owner)  third.  There  were  four  runners  in 
the  Pony  Race.  Mr.  Mark  Haydon’s  Oak  Apple  (Mr. 
Buckley),  Mr.  A.  Pring’s  The  Duck  (Mr.  D.  Yelverton)  and 
Mr.  J.  Lethbridge’s  Vixen  (owner)  finishing  in  the  order 
named. 

April  14th,  1923,  was  the  date  of  the  next  meeting,  and 
the  place  of  meeting  was  the  same.  Of  heavyweights  eight 
faced  the  starter,  and  at  the  head  of  them  was  placed  Gen. 
Lesley  Butler’s  Paddy  (owner),  with  Sir  Ian  Amory’s  Molly 
(Mr.  D.  Amory)  and  Capt.  E.  D.  Boyton’s  Gurtenalough 
(owner),  following  on  in  the  order  given.  The  same  number 
of  horses  went  to  the  post  for  the  Nomination  Race,  which 
was  won  by  Mr.  A.  Pring’s  Lance  Private  (Mr.  E.  Hocking), 
with  Mr.  C.  W.  Nelder’s  Peter  (Mr.  Stapleton)  and  Mrs. 
E.  Boylan’s  Never  (Capt.  E.  Boylan)  second  and  third. 
Twelve  went  to  the  post  for  the  Lightweight  Race,  in  which 
Mr.  A.  Pring’s  Lance  Private  (Mr.  E.  Hocking)  scored  his 
second  victory  of  the  day.  Mr.  F.  Hancock’s  Gold  Fish 
(Mr.  S.  L.  Hancock)  was  second  and  Mrs.  Burgess’s  Garrie 
(Dr.  R.  Burgess)  was  third. 

Sir  Gilbert  Wills  and  Mr.  E.  G.  Hancock  had  been  joint 
masters  of  the  Dulverton  for  four  years  in  1914.  Then  Sir 
Gilbert  Wills  immediately  joined  the  colours,  but  after  the 
war  the  partnership  continued  until  the  close  of  the  season 
1919-20,  when  the  two  masters  retired  and  were  succeeded 
by  Lord  Poltimore,  who  hunts  his  own  hounds. 

Col.  Sir  Dennis  F.  Boles  has  presided  over  the  destinies 
of  that  sporting  country,  the  West  Somerset,  for  twenty 
years,  and  there  is  really  nothing  to  record  of  its  history, 
save  that  the  foxes  have  been  kept  on  the  move  in  ac- 


292  FOX-HUNTING  IN  THE  TWENTIETH  CENTURY 

cordance  with  the  good  old  custom  which  prevails  in 
Somersetshire. 

The  first  point-to-point  meeting,  after  things  got  settled 
down,  was  held  at  East  Combe,  Bishop’s  Lydeard,  on  April 
19th,  1923,  in  conjunction  with  the  Quantock  Staghounds. 
Eleven  horses  faced  the  starter  in  the  Heavyweight  Race, 
which  was  won  by  Mr.  F.  E.  Hancock’s  Goldfish  (Mr.  S.  L. 
Hancock).  Mr.  Harold  Worrall’s  Monarch  (Capt.  H.  Lane) 
was  second,  and  third  place  went  to  Mr.  Harold  Worrall’s 
Springbuck  (Mr.  Hocking).  In  the  Nomination  Race 
only  five  went  to  the  post.  Mr.  E.  G.  Dorse’s  Grey  Gown 
(Mr.  E.  Dorse),  Mr.  Harold  Worrall’s  Stray  (Mr.  S.  L. 
Hancock)  and  Capt.  G.  A.  Chatterton’s  Leprochain  (Mr. 
David)  finished  in  the  above  order.  Twelve  horses  went  to 
the  post  in  the  Lightweight  Race,  in  which  Mr.  Harold 
Worrall’s  Gamecock  (Mr.  Hocking)  was  the  winner.  Capt. 
G.  Babington’s  Silver  Star  (Mr.  S.  V.  Richards)  was  second 
and  Miss  Bole’s  Redbreast  (Mr.  Arnott)  was  third.  There 
were  nine  entries  in  the  Pony  Race,  in  which  Mr.  F.  B. 
Storey’s  Skipper  (owner),  Mr.  Teddie  Worrall’s  Filbert 
(Mr.  Hocking)  and  Capt.  R.  G.  Everard’s  Remnant  (Mr. 
Arnott)  finished  in  the  above  order. 

The  Exmoor — once  known  as  the  Stars  of  the  West — • 
were  under  the  mastership  of  Capt.  S.  Slater  from  1913  to 
1921 .  Then,  so  far  as  I  can  make  out,  Messrs.  R.  Crompton 
Wood  and  J.  L.  Newman  were  joint  masters  for  a  couple  of 
seasons,  retiring  at  the  end  of  the  season  1922-23  in  favour 
of  Capt.  S.  Slater.  The  huntsman  is  George  Barwick,  who 
has  been  in  office  in  the  country  since  the  days  of  Mr. 
Nicholas  Snow  and  the  Stars  of  the  West.  When  the  war 
broke  out  Mr.  Salaman,  the  deputy-master,  at  once  joined 
the  colours. 

The  Stevenstone  had  many  difficulties  to  face  during  the 
ten  years  covered  by  our  history,  but  thanks  to  the  energy 
of  those  who  had  the  guidance  of  affairs  they  have  come  well 
out  of  the  trouble.  Mr.  D.  Horndon  came  to  the  end  of  a 
fourteen  years  mastership  at  the  end  of  the  season  1 91 3-14, 
and  he  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  J.  A.  Clemson.  The  members 
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of  the  Stevenstone  Hunt  and  the  followers  and  friends  of 
the  pack  recognised  Mr.  D.  Horndon’s  services  by  making 
him  a  handsome  present  on  his  retirement.  This  took  the 
shape  of  an  oil  painting  of  him  in  his  hunting  costume,  and 
at  the  same  time  Mrs.  Horndon  was  presented  with  a  fur 
coat. 

There  was  not  much  opportunity  for  Mr.  Clemson  to 
undertake  the  active  duties  of  a  Master  of  Hounds.  As  soon 
as  the  war  broke  out  he  joined  the  colours,  and  in  1915  he 
was  killed  in  action.  Mrs.  Clemson  then  undertook  the 
duties  of  master  and  carried  on  until  1919.  In  1920  the 
hunting  people  of  the  Stevenstone  country  recognised  the 
services  that  Mrs.  Clemson  had  done  to  the  country  during 
four  strenuous  years  by  making  her  a  present.  This  took 
the  form  of  a  hunting  canteen,  an  illuminated  address  and  a 
painting  of  Clonmel,  Capt.  Clemson ’s  favourite  hunter. 

After  Mrs.  Clemson’s  retirement  a  committee  carried  on 
for  a  season.  Then  Col.  B.  C.  James  and  Mr.  D.  Blew 
Jones  were  partners  in  the  mastership  for  one  season.  Col. 
James  retired  for  a  season,  and  then  on  Mr.  D.  Blew  Jones’s 
retirement  Col.  James  came  forward  again  in  1922  and  he  is 
still  master.  Col.  James  hunts  the  hounds  himself. 

The  first  point-to-point  meeting  after  the  war  was  held 
at  Cranford  Cross  on  April  14th,  1920.  In  the  Challenge 
Cup  Mrs.  C.  T.  Nixon’s  King  Hubba  (Mr.  H.  Dene)  was  the 
winner,  with  Mr.  E.  C.  Tanton’s  Can’t  Tell  (Mr.  E.  James) 
next  and  Mr.  E.  Arnold’s  Domino  (Mr.  S.  Hooper)  third. 
In  the  Nomination  Race  Mr.  Christopher  Pets’s  Blue 
Granite  (owner)  was  first,  with  Mr.  E.  L.  Hancock’s 
Pyke  (Mr.  S.  L.  Hancock)  and  Mr.  J.  O.  Clemson ’s  Cardinal 
(Mr.  R.  D.  Worrall)  following  in  the  above  order.  In  the 
Lightweight  Race  Mr.  C.  E.  Tanton’s  Can’t  Tell  (Mr.  A. 
Hocking)  was  first,  Col.  H.  Dene’s  Gunner  (owner)  was 
second  and  Mr.  R.  D.  Worrall’s  Sportsman  (owner)  was 
third.  In  the  Pony  Race  Mr.  Ellis  Pearson’s  The  Pony 
(Mr.  F.  Watts),  Miss  Marjory  James’s  Kitty  (Mr.  R.  B. 
James)  and  Mr.  J.  Stevens’s  Trixie  (owner)  finished  in  the 
above  order. 
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The  next  meeting  was  held  at  Cranford  on  April  4th, 
1921.  Fields,  for  some  reason  or  other,  ruled  very  light  on 
this  occasion,  for  all  five  events  only  brought  twenty  horses 
to  the  post.  Four  went  to  the  post  for  the  Challenge  Cup 
Heavyweight  Race,  which  was  won  by  Mrs.  Nixon's  King 
Hubba  (Col.  H.  Dene).  Mr.  C.  E.  Tanton’s  Can't  Tell 
(Mr.  S.  Hocking)  was  second  and  Mr.  D.  H.  Blew  Jones’s 
Olive  (Mr.  Lethbridge)  was  third.  In  the  Pony  Race  there 
were  five  runners.  Mr.  D.  E.  Pearson's  The  Pony  (Mr.  F. 
Watts),  Mr.  J.  Stevens’s  Trixie  (Mr.  H.  Stevens)  and  Mr. 
W.  H.  Holland’s  Little  Hero  (owner)  finished  in  the  above 
order.  In  the  Nomination  Race  only  three  horses  went  to 
the  post.  Mr.  A.  Pring’s  Lance  Private  (Mr.  R.  Yelverton) 
was  first.  Then  came  Mr.  J.  Harper’s  Betty  (owner),  and 
Mr.  Gilbert  Howe’s  Magneto  (Mr.  Alms)  was  third.  There 
were  three  runners  in  the  Lightweight  Race  who  finished 
as  placed,  viz.  Mr.  D.  H.  Blew  Jones’s  Paddy  (Capt.  R.  H. 
Hall),  Mr.  J.  R.  Wreford’s  Guardsman  (Mr.  J.  Hall)  and 
Mr.  J.  Stevens’s  Shamrock  (Col.  H.  Dene). 

Cranford  Cross  was  again  the  point-to-point  fixture,  and 
the  date  of  the  next  meeting  was  April  17th.  Seven  faced 
the  starter  in  the  Lightweight  Race,  which  was  won  by 
Mr.  W.  T.  Kivell’s  Pedlar  (Mr.  E.  T.  Kivell).  Capt.  Blew 
Jones’s  Grey  Barbarian  (Capt.  H.  Wright)  was  second  and 
Capt.  W.  R.  N.  Hinde’s  Ginger  (owner)  was  third.  Out  of 
the  seven  starters  in  the  Adjacent  Hunts  Pony  Race  only 
two  completed  the  course,  Mr.  Ellis  Pearson’s  The  Pony 
(Mr.  F.  Watts)  and  Mr.  Jesse  Jeffrey’s  Dandy  (Mr.  J. 
Jeffrey),  who  finished  in  the  above  order.  Seven  went 
down  to  the  post  for  the  Nomination  Race,  in  which  Mr. 
A.  Pring’s  stable  showed  good  form,  for  he  was  first  with 
Lance  Private  (Mr.  R.  Yelverton)  and  second  with  Gay 
Paree  (Dr.  Burgess).  Capt.  G.  P.  Rogers’s  Jim  (owner)  was 
third.  Six  runners  turned  out  for  the  Heavyweight  Race, 
which  was  won  by  Mrs.  Keith  Channer’s  Katie  (Capt.  Colin 
Boyd).  Mr.  G.  H.  Arnold’s  Domino  (Mr.  E.  Hocking) 
and  Capt.  D.  Blew  Jones’s  Olive  (owner)  were  second  and 
third. 
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The  next  meeting  was  held  at  Melbury  on  April  2nd, 
1923.  Only  four  went  to  the  post  for  the  Lightweight  Race, 
in  which  Capt.  W.  R.  N.  Hinde’s  Ginger  (owner),  Mr.  T. 
Kivell’s  The  Pedlar  (owner)  and  Mr.  John  Phillips’s  Midget 
(Mr.  Calmody)  finished  in  the  above  order.  The  field  of 
the  day  went  out  for  the  Adjacent  Hunts  Pony  Race,  in 
which  ten  faced  the  starter.  Mr.  Ellis  Pearson’s  The  Pony 
(Mr.  F.  Watts)  was  again  a  winner,  with  Mr.  R.  Ryall’s 
Biera  Lassie  (Capt.  W.  N.  Wright)  and  Capt.  G.  A.  C. 
Thynne’s  Becky  Sharp  (Mr.  Blight)  second  and  third. 
Only  three  went  to  the  post  for  the  Nomination  Race,  viz. 
Mr.  H.  Worrall’s  Springbuck  (Mr.  S.  L.  Hancock),  Major 
W.  E.  Duncan’s  Rathdaniel  (owner)  and  Mr.  H.  Worrall’s 
Patrick  (Mr.  J.  V.  Harper),  who  finished  in  the  above  order. 
There  were  six  runners  in  the  Hunt  Cup,  which  was  won  by 
Dr.  A.  T.  King’s  Rockaway  (owner),  with  Mrs.  Nixon’s 
King  Hubba  (Mr.  E.  Hockey)  second  and  Mr.  F.  Andrew’s 
Dolly  (owner)  third. 

Mr.  A.  W.  Luxton’s  twenty- two  years  of  mastership  of 
the  Eggesford  Hunt  came  to  a  close  at  the  end  of  the 
season  1921-22,  and  he  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  John  H. 
Upton  of  Ashbridge  Court,  North  Tawton.  Ill-health, 
however,  cut  short  Mr.  Upton’s  term  of  office,  and  the 
hounds  are  now  under  the  joint  mastership  of  Mr.  W.  P. 
Martin  and  Capt.  P.  Smythe-Osbourne.  J.  Lyne  is  the 
huntsman. 

On  April  10th,  1923,  the  point-to-point  meeting  was  held 
at  Loosendon  Cross.  There  were  seven  starters  in  the 
Heavyweight  Race,  which  was  won  by  Major  Upton’s  Lady 
Sarah  (Mr.  J.  T.  Upton).  Mr.  E.  J.  H.  Holly’s  Eladamera 
(owner)  came  next  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Farley’s  Warrior  (Mr. 
W.  J.  Farley)  was  third.  Seven  also  went  to  the  post  for  the 
Lightweight  Race,  which  was  won  by  Mr.  C.  E.  Tanton’s 
The  Major  (Mr.  Tanton,  Junr.).  Miss  P.  Paramore’s  Sally 
(Mr.  Hocking)  and  Mr.  C.  Luxmoore’s  Chesnut  (Lt. 
Luxmoore)  filled  the  other  places,  finishing  in  the  above 
order.  The  field  of  the  day  went  to  the  post  for  the  Nomina¬ 
tion  Race,  in  which  twelve  faced  the  starter.  Mr.  A.  Pring 
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was  again  in  fine  form,  winning  with  Lance  Private  (Mr. 
D.  Yelverton)  and  running  third  with  The  Duck  (Mr. 
Hocking)  who  were  divided  by  Mr.  F.  E.  Hancock’s  Gold 
Fish  (owner). 

The  Dartmoor  had  been  for  twenty-six  seasons  under 
the  rule  of  Mr.  W.  Coryton  when  that  gentleman  retired 
from  the  mastership  at  the  end  of  the  season  1915-16. 
Mr.  Coryton’s  retirement  was  the  occasion  of  a  presenta¬ 
tion  to  him  from  the  members  of  the  hunt  of  a  handsome 
grandfather’s  clock.  After  Mr.  Coryton’s  retirement  a 
committee  ruled  over  the  destinies  of  the  country  for 
three  seasons,  and  then,  in  1919,  Comdr.  C.  H.  Davey 
undertook  the  duties  of  master.  He  hunts  the  hounds 
himself. 

The  first  point-to-point  meeting  after  the  war  was  held 
at  Wrangaton  on  April  9th,  1920.  In  the  Heavyweight  Race 
Mr.  J.  F.  Harris’s  Pirate  (Capt.  R.  Howard)  was  the  winner, 
with  Mr.  C.  N.  Spooner’s  Satan  (owner)  second  and 
Commander  Davey’s  Jupiter  (owner)  third.  The  Pony 
Race  was  won  by  Mr.  Partridge’s  Paradise  (Mr.  J.  Partridge), 
with  Mr.  G.  G.  Shillabear’s  Fearless  (Mr.  P.  M.  Adams) 
and  Miss  Spooner’s  Little  Lady  (owner)  filling  the  other 
places  in  the  order  named.  In  the  Lightweight  Race  Com¬ 
mander  Davey’s  First  o’  May  (owner)  was  first.  Then  came 
Mr.  R.  H.  Hughes’s  Winsome  (Mr.  P.  Johns)  and  Comdr. 
Ramsay’s  Budget  (owner)  was  third. 

The  next  meeting  was  held  at  Wrangaton  on  April  8th, 
1921.  The  Dartmoor  and  Adjoining  Hunts  Heavyweight 
Race  had  eight  runners,  and  Comdr.  Davey’s  First  o’  May 
again  carried  his  owner  to  victory.  Mr.  H.  O.  Smith’s  Sir 
Galahad  (owner)  was  second  and  Mr.  J.  F.  Harris’s  Pirate 
(Capt.  Arden)  was  third.  Only  three  went  to  the  post  for 
the  Dartmoor  and  Adjoining  Hunts  Pony  Race,  viz.  Mr. 
H.  S.  Cooking’s  Gaiety  (Mr.  T.  Cocking),  Miss  M.  Tutton’s 
Larkspur  (Miss  Spooner)  and  Mr.  G.  G.  Shillabear’s  Fear¬ 
less  (Mr.  H.  Morshend),  who  finished  in  the  above  order. 
There  were  only  three  runners  in  the  Lightweight  Race. 
Capt.  Howard’s  Flame  (Capt.  Alcock)  was  the  winner,  with 
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Comdr.  Davey’s  Princess  (owner)  next,  and  Mr.  R.  H. 
Hughes’s  Kenta  (owner)  was  third. 

The  next  meeting  was  held  at  Two  Bridges  on  April  26th, 

1922.  In  the  Adjoining  Hunts  Heavyweight  Race  seven 
went  to  the  post,  and  Mr.  A.  Pring’s  Lance  Private  (Mr.  E. 
Hocking)  was  the  winner.  Capt.  Martin’s  Dragon  (owner) 
came  next,  and  the  remaining  place  was  filled  by  Fleet- 
Surgeon  Harries ’s  Aderyn  (Major  Arden).  The  Adjoining 
Hunts  Pony  Race  brought  out  a  field  of  eight.  Miss  Mary 
Tutton’s  Larkspur  (owner)  was  first,  with  Mr.  F.  O. 
Wheeler’s  Gaiety  (owner)  second  and  Mr.  E.  A.  Winzer’s 
Twister  (Mr.  H.  Cole)  third.  The  Adjoining  Hunts  Light¬ 
weight  Race  brought  out  the  field  of  the  day,  a  dozen  to 
wit,  and  Mr.  A.  Pring’s  Lance  Private  (Mr.  E.  Hocking) 
won  his  second  race  of  the  day.  Comdr.  Davey’s  First  o’ 
May  (owner)  was  second  and  Major  Dawson’s  Red  Rover 
(owner)  third.  Five  went  to  the  post  in  the  Lightweight 
Race,  and  Mr.  Lapthorne’s  Stella  (owner),  Mr.  R.  Hoare’s 
Little  Bill  (Capt.  A.  Hext)  and  Mr.  S.  Barter’s  Goliath  (Mr. 
Hodge)  finished  in  the  above  order. 

The  next  meeting  was  held  at  South  Brent  on  April  25th, 

1923.  There  was  a  field  of  seven  in  the  Heavyweight 
Race,  in  which  Major  Burnard’s  The  Dale  (Major  Sinclair) 
was  the  winner.  Mr.  C.  N.  Spooner’s  Troy  Weight  (Major 
Burnard)  and  Sir  George  Mowbray’s  Turba  Nova  (Capt. 
Baird)  were  second  and  third.  The  Adjacent  Hunts  Pony 
Race  brought  five  to  the  post.  Again  Miss  Tutton’s  Lark¬ 
spur  (owner)  was  to  the  fore,  with  Mr.  A.  Ryall’s  Beera 
Lassie  (Capt.  Wright)  next,  and  Mr.  M.  Lopes’s  Katerfelta 
(owner)  taking  third  place.  The  Nomination  Race  brought 
out  a  fine  field  of  thirteen,  with  Mr.  E.  J.  H.  Holley’s 
Eladamera  (owner)  at  the  head  of  them.  Capt.  Howard’s 
Flame  (Capt.  McMullen)  was  second  and  Mr.  A.  Pring’s 
The  Duck  (Capt.  Wright)  was  third.  In  the  Lightweight 
Race  there  were  five  runners.  Capt.  Howard’s  Corner  Boy 
(Capt.  McMullen),  Miss  Smith’s  Roseway  II  (Mr.  Hancock) 
and  Major  Burnard’s  Bung  (owner)  finishing  in  the  order 
named. 
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The  Lamerton  Hounds  were  under  the  mastership  of 
Mr.  G.  W.  Lee  for  the  two  seasons  1 91 3-14  and  1 914-15. 
He  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  A.  C.  Godfrey  and  Capt.  M.  K.  A. 
Lloyd.  On  Capt.  Lloyd's  death  Mr.  A.  C.  Godfrey  went 
on  single-handed  till  the  end  of  the  season  1919-20,  and  the 
country  owes  much  to  him  and  also  to  Mrs.  Godfrey  for  the 
strenuous  efforts  they  made  during  the  time  of  the  heaviest 
pressure  to  keep  things  moving.  That  they  succeeded  in 
their  heavy  task  is  a  satisfaction  to  every  one,  for  to  keep  a 
hunt  on  as  a  going  concern,  that  has  been  in  existence  for 
nearly  a  century,  is  indeed  an  important  matter.  The 
services  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Godfrey  were  recognised  by  the 
country,  and  Mr.  Godfrey  was  given  a  silver  tankard  and 
Mrs.  Godfrey  a  gold  wristlet  watch  “  for  having  kept 
hounds  together  for  the  last  three  years  of  the  war." 

Capt.  Babington  succeeded  Mr.  Godfrey,  but  he  was 
only  two  years  in  office,  and  in  1922  a  committee  undertook 
to  keep  the  country  going.  Mr.  Henry  M.  Sperling  of 
Combe  Trenchard  is  the  chairman,  and  Mrs.  Godfrey  is  one 
of  the  honorary  secretaries.  The  other  is  Capt.  Wright  of 
Ardock  Lodge.  The  huntsman  is  W.  Reddecliffe,  who  went 
in  1922. 

The  Lamerton  are  joined  by  the  Sperling  Harriers  for 
their  point-to-point  meetings,  the  first  of  which,  after  the 
war,  took  place  at  Whitchurch  Down  on  March  17th,  1920. 
In  the  Heavyweight  Race  Mr.  C.  N.  Spooner's  Satan 
(owner)  was  the  winner,  the  other  places  going  to  Mr.  F.  A. 
Bickell’s  Forester  (owner)  and  Mr.  W.  T.  F.  Lisle's 
Gunner  (Mr.  C.  Mitchell)  in  the  order  given.  In  the 
Pony  Race  Mr.  A.  Partridge's  Paradise  (Mr.  J.  Partridge) 
was  first,  with  Mr.  G.  G.  Shillabear's  Fearless  (Mr.  F. 
Bickell)  second  and  Mr.  Ian  Spooner’s  Little  Lady  (owner) 
third.  In  the  Lightweight  Race  Capt.  Howard’s  Flame 
(owner)  was  first,  and  Mr.  Gloyn’s  Brown  Willy  (owner) 
was  second. 

The  next  meeting  was  held  at  Whitchurch  Down  on 
March  16th,  1921.  In  the  Heavyweight  Race  five  went 
to  the  post.  Mr,  Clarence  N.  Spooner’s  Satan  (owner) 
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won  for  the  second  year  in  succession,  with  Lord  St. 
Germans ’s  Harkaway  (owner)  second  and  Mr.  J.  F.  Harris's 
Pirate  (Capt.  Howard)  third.  There  were  ten  runners  in 
the  Pony  Race.  Mr.  H.  Cocking ’s  Gaiety  (Mr.  T.  Cocking) 
was  first,  with  Miss  S.  Spooner’s  Queen  of  the  Moor 
(owner)  coming  next  and  Miss  M.  Tutton’s  Larkspur  (Mr. 
F.  Dawe)  third.  In  the  Lightweight  Race  seven  went  to 
the  post.  Mr.  H.  Blew  Jones’s  Paddy  (Capt.  R.  H.  Hall) 
was  first.  Then  came  Lord  St.  Germans ’s  Dusky  (owner) 
and  Mr.  A.  J.  Jackman’s  Romeo  (Col.  Dene)  in  the  order 
given. 

The  next  meeting  was  held  at  Whitchurch  Down  and 
Taviton  Farm  on  March  29th,  1922.  Nine  horses  faced 
the  starter  for  the  Heavyweight  Race,  in  which  Capt.  W.  N. 
Wright’s  Warwick  (owner)  was  first,  with  Lieut.  J.  D. 
Guille’s  Juno  (owner)  and  Mr.  Harold  D.  Smith’s  Sir 
Galahad  (owner)  following  in  the  order  given.  Eight  went 
to  the  post  in  the  Pony  Race,  and  again  was  Miss  Mary 
Tutton’s  Larkspur  (Mr.  F.  Dawe)  a  winner,  with  Mr.  R. 
Toop’s  Golden  (Mr.  F.  Hodge)  next  and  Capt.  F.  O. 
Wheeler’s  Gaiety  (Mr.  T.  Cocking)  filling  the  remaining 
place.  A  strong  field  of  thirteen  went  to  the  post  in  the 
Lightweight  Race.  Mr.  C.  N.  Spooner’s  Troy  Weight 
(Mr.  P.  Hammond)  won,  with  Mr.  A.  Browning-Lyne’s 
Banker  (owner)  second  and  Major  Arden’s  Dracula  (owner) 
third. 

The  next  meeting  took  place  at  Whitchurch  Down  and 
Taviton  Farm  on  March  21st,  1923.  In  the  Adjacent 
Hunts  Race  there  were  three  runners,  who  finished  in  the 
subjoined  order,  viz.  Mr.  C.  N.  Spooner’s  Sermon  (Mr. 
Hammond),  Mr.  W.  Hawke,  jun.’s,  Punch  (owner)  and 
Mrs.  Godfrey’s  Gilling  (Capt.  Baird).  There  were  five 
runners  in  the  Pony  Race,  which  resulted  in  a  dead  heat 
between  Miss  Mary  Tutton’s  Larkspur  (owner)  and  Mr. 
R.  R.  Ryall’s  Beera  Lassie  (Capt.  Wright).  Mrs.  Godfrey’s 
Fearless  (Mr.  F.  Hodge)  was  third.  The  Adjacent  Hunts 
Race  had  seven  runners.  Capt.  Burnard’s  Bung  (owner) 
was  first,  Mr.  W.  T.  Kivell’s  Pedlar  (Mr.  E.  Kivell)  was 
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second  and  Mr.  Clifford  Penwill’s  Gold  Bird  (owner)  was 
third.1 

Mr.  Scott  Browne’s  Hounds,  which  at  one  time  had 
hunted  a  large  part  of  the  Tetcott  country  and  which  had 
shown  fine  sport  in  North  Devon  for  many  years,  were 
given  up  in  1915.  Mr.  Scott  Browne  on  his  retirement 
loaned  his  pack  to  Mr.  C.  B.  Shuker  and  Mr.  R.  T.  Harris, 
and  they  hunted  the  same  country  as  he  had  done,  it  now 
being  known  as  the  South  Tetcott.  Mr.  Philip  Back, 
who  had  hunted  the  hounds  in  Mr.  Scott  Browne’s  time, 
remained  on  as  huntsman.  In  1919  Mr.  Shuker  retired 
from  the  mastership  and  left  Mr.  Harris  to  go  on  single- 
handed.  This  he  did  for  a  season,  and  then  he  retired, 
Mr.  Philip  Back  succeeding  him  as  master.  So  things  went 
on  to  the  end  of  the  season  1923-24,  when  Mr.  Back  was 
succeeded  by  Major  N.  G.  Walker,  Mr.  Back  still  con¬ 
tinuing  to  act  as  huntsman. 

The  Tetcott  have  been  practically  under  the  direction 
of  Mr.  T.  A.  King  since  1914.  In  that  year  Mr.  King  was 
one  of  a  triumvirate  of  which  the  other  two  members  were 
Mr.  A.  C.  Thynne  and  Mr.  E.  K.  M.  Lloyd.  At  the  end 
of  the  season  19 14-15  these  two  gentlemen  retired,  leaving 
Mr.  King  to  go  on  single-handed,  which  he  did  for  five 
seasons.  He  was  then  joined  by  Mr.  G.  A.  C.  Thynne, 
and  the  partnership  continued  till  the  close  of  the  season 
1923-24,  when  they  retired  and  they  were  succeeded  by 
Major  M.  Dudgeon,  who  will  hunt  the  hounds  himself. 

The  master  of  the  East  Cornwall  from  1 91 2-1 4  was 
Mr.  Philpotts  Williams,  and  he  was  succeeded  by  Lieut.  G. 
Popplestone  and  Captain  W.  C.  Peel.  Soon  after  the  war 
broke  out  both  the  masters  joined  the  colours,  and  Messrs. 
W.  N.  C.  Marshall  and  L.  C.  Marshall  undertook  the 
duties  of  master  when  they  were  out  at  the  front.  In  1916 
a  committee  took  hold  for  a  season,  and  then  Col.  J.  D.  A. 
Roberts  was  in  office  for  three  seasons.  He  was  succeeded 

1  It  will  be  noticed  that  there  are  two  Adjacent  Hunts  Races  in  this 
programme.  My  authority  is  the  official  record.  It  will  be  noticed  that 
the  programmes  are  sometimes  very  carelessly  drawn  up. 
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by  Lord  St.  Germans,  whose  mastership  was  closed  by  his 
death  in  1922.  Lord  St.  Germans  was  succeeded  by  a 
committee. 

The  North  Cornwall  was  under  the  mastership  of 
Capt.  G.  Burgoyne  of  St.  Breward,  Bodmin,  in  1913.  He 
had  one  season  of  sport  and  then  he  “  joined  up.”  In  1915 
he  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Walter  Sessions,  who  was  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  Mr.  A.  C.  Hext.  Exactly  when  Mr.  Hext  took 
hold  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain,  but  he  is  still  at  the 
head  of  affairs. 

The  Four  Burrow  country  has  seen  some  changes 
during  recent  years.  First,  there  have  been  two  countries, 
the  Four  Burrow  and  the  Four  Burrow  East,  and  for  one 
reason  or  another  the  country  has  been  in  a  somewhat 
unsettled  state.  Capt.  Russell  Johnson’s  mastership  of 
the  Four  Burrow  country  apparently  dates  from  1913,  as 
Mr.  Aubrey  Wallis  was  in  office  in  that  year.  Then  he 
joined  the  colours,  and  Mr.  D.  G.  Willis  acted  as  master 
during  Capt.  Russell  Johnson’s  absence.  The  deputy- 
mastership,  however,  only  lasted  a  short  time,  for  in  1916 
the  hounds  were  not  hunting  owing  to  the  master  being  at 
the  front.  The  hunt  drops  out  of  the  Hound  List  and  does 
not  reappear  until  1923.  The  Four  Burrow  East  country 
was  under  the  mastership  of  Mr.  J.  Cardell  in  1914,  and 
his  mastership  dates  from  1908.  The  hunt  seems  to  drop 
out  of  the  list  in  1919,  and  it  has  not  made  its  reappearance 
as  a  separate  hunt.  In  1922  Mr.  Percival  Williams  of 
Scorrier  was  appointed  master,  and  the  Four  Burrow  Hunt 
again  fills  its  place  in  the  Hound  List. 

The  Western  Hunt  has  been  in  the  hands  of  the  Bolitho 
family  for  years,  and  the  present  master,  Mr.  T.  R.  Bolitho, 
has  been  associated  closely  with  the  management  of  the 
hunt  for  half  a  century  or  more.  Perhaps  there  has  never 
been  anything  so  remarkable  in  the  way  of  hunt  presenta¬ 
tions  as  that  which  was  made  to  Mr.  Bolitho  in  1920.  He 
had  been  since  1864  actively  engaged  in  the  management 
of  the  hounds,  associated  from  time  to  time  with  his 
relatives.  The  hunt  is  really  a  private  one  ;  there  is  no 
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subscription — only  a  damage  fund.  The  presentation  took 
the  form  of  a  portrait  of  Mr.  Bolitho,  mounted  on  Barum, 
with  two  couple  of  hounds  at  his  side,  and  a  sixteen-inch 
silver  waiter  bearing  the  Bolitho  arms.  The  painting  was 
by  Mr.  A.  J.  Munnings,  A.R.A.  There  were  227  sub¬ 
scribers.  Mr.  Bolitho’s  golden  wedding  was  the  occasion 
of  the  presentation. 


CHAPTER  X 


SCOTLAND 

THE  “  Sport  of  Kings  ”  is  as  popular  north  of 
the  Border  as  it  is  south,  and  I  have  seen  some 
fine  sport  with  the  Scottish  packs,  most  of  which 
have  a  much  older  foundation  than  modern 
hunting  history  would  lead  us  to  believe.  The  difficulty 
is  that  tradition  is  not  always  reliable  and  that  the  written 
word  is  wanting.  The  Berwickshire  had  been  in  exist¬ 
ence  a  hundred  years  when  Lord  Wemyss  assumed  the 
mastership  in  1840  ;  and  seventy-two  years  later,  1912  to 
wit,  saw  the  commencement  of  the  partnership  between 
Col.  C.  T.  Menzies  and  Capt.  H.  G.  Cheape.  The  partner¬ 
ship  lasted  three  seasons,  but  before  the  third  began  Capt. 
H.  G.  Cheape  had  joined  the  colours,  and  Col.  Menzies 
went  on  single-handed  till  1919,  when  Mr.  J.  L.  Greig 
undertook  the  mastership  for  three  seasons.  Col.  Menzies ’s 
services  in  carrying  the  hunt  on  were  recognised  by  the 
gift  of  a  silver  bowl.  In  1922  Mr.  M.  S.  Thomson  took 
hold,  and  in  the  following  year  Col.  C.  T.  Menzies  was 
appointed  honorary  secretary.  The  huntsman  is  Harry 
Lowman. 

The  Duke  of  Buccleuch’s  Hunt  is  another  of  the  old- 
established  ones,  for  before  the  fifth  Duke  of  Buccleuch 
took  hold  of  them  and  established  the  hunt  as  the  Duke 
of  BuccleuclTs,  Mr.  Robert  Baird  and  Mr.  George  Baillie 
of  Mellerstain  and  his  predecessors  had  hunted  the  country 
since  about  1787.  No  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  hunt 
since  1914.  Lord  Dalkeith  has  acted  as  deputy-master. 
George  Summers  is  the  huntsman. 

Col.  Charles  Brook  had  been  for  six  years  master  of  the 
Dumfriesshire  in  1914,  and  he  immediately  joined  the 
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colours  when  the  war  broke  out.  His  mastership  came  to 
a  close  in  1918-19,  and  a  committee  was  appointed,  which 
carried  on  for  two  years,  when  Mr.  John  W.  Buchanan 
Jardine  was  appointed  master.  The  huntsman  is  Frank 
Smith. 

The  first  point-to-point  meeting  after  the  war  was  held 
at  Hungry  Hill,  Lockerbie,  on  March  18th,  1922 — that  is, 
towards  the  end  of  the  first  season  of  Mr.  Jardine’s  master¬ 
ship.  It  was  a  notable  meeting,  for  though  there  were  only 
three  events  on  the  card  there  was  one  of  the  biggest  fields 
of  the  year.  In  the  Heavy  and  Lightweight  Race  there 
were  six  runners,  and  Mr.  John  Johnstone's  Hurricane  Lamp 
(owner),  Mr.  J.  W.  B.  Buchanan’s  Chetwode  (owner)  and 
Mr.  J.  W.  B.  Jardine’s  Red  Mullet  (Mr.  Judd)  finished  in 
the  order  named.  In  the  Nomination  Race  nineteen  horses 
faced  the  starter.  Mr.  J.  Johnstone  was  again  to  the  fore, 
his  Capparoe  (owner)  taking  first  place.  Mr.  A.  A.  Stuart 
Black’s  Billy  the  Beau  (Mr.  J.  J.  Patterson)  was  second  and 
Mr.  W.  A.  Collins’s  Wilmont  (owner)  was  third. 

There  was  a  bigger  programme  next  year,  but  fields 
ruled  small.  The  meeting  was  held  at  Hungry  Hill  again 
on  April  7th.  The  Lightweight  Race  brought  about  a  fine 
finish.  There  were  only  five  runners,  and  the  race  ended 
in  a  dead-heat  between  Lady  Buchanan  Jardine’s  Redgate 
(Mr.  J.  W.  B.  Jardine)  and  Mr.  J.  J.  Patterson’s  Lightheart 
(owner).  Miss  Bell  Irving’s  Royal  Angel  (Mr.  C.  Mul- 
holland)  was  third.  Four  faced  the  starter  in  the  Lady 
Members’  Race,  which  was  won  by  Miss  Bryce  Duncan’s 
Ellerslie  (owner),  Miss  A.  J.  Dobie’s  Twinkle  (owner)  and 
Lady  Buchanan  Jardine’s  Caught  Again  (owner)  taking 
second  and  third  places.  In  the  Heavyweight  Race  there 
were  four  runners,  and  Mr.  J.  W.  B.  Jardine’s  Chetwode 
(owner)  won,  improving  on  his  performance  of  the  previous 
year.  Miss  Galbraith’s  Virginia  (Mr.  J.  J.  Patterson)  came 
next,  and  Capt.  J.  Bell  Irving’s  Jemima  (Mr.  C.  Mul- 
holland)  was  third.  In  the  Adjacent  Hunts  Race  there 
was  a  field  of  five.  Mr.  Thomas  Douglas’s  Seldom  Sene 
(owner)  was  the  winner,  with  Mr.  J.  Johnstone’s  Capparoe 
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(Mr.  J.  Scott)  second  and  Mr.  G.  Davidson’s  Byestander 
(Mr.  J.  J.  Patterson)  third. 

Before  leaving  the  Dumfriesshire,  Joe  Graham’s  monu¬ 
ment  must  be  mentioned,  though  it  has  no  immediate 
connexion  with  the  purpose  of  this  book.  It  should  be 
mentioned,  however,  for  Joe  Graham  was  a  typical  English 
sportsman,  one  who  worked  through  all  kinds  of  difficulties 
with  an  object  in  view,  and  an  object  which  he  achieved. 
Joe  Graham  established  the  Dumfriesshire  Hounds  and 
hunted  them  for  many  years,  and  the  obelisk  on  Almagill 
Hill  is  a  fitting  monument  of  him.  It  is  surely  unnecessary 
to  say  that  the  good  horse  that  won  the  Grand  National 
for  George  Mulcaster’s  famous  little  stable  at  Burgh-by- 
Sands  was  named  after  the  veteran  huntsman  “  Old  Joe.” 

The  Eglinton  Hunt  has  always  been  in  the  hands  of 
the  Earls  of  Eglinton  since  the  14th  Earl  established  it  in 
1861 ,  except  for  a  brief  period  which  lasted  from  1886  to  1889, 
when  Mr.  R.  A.  Oswald  and  Mr.  J.  Douglas  Baird  acted 
as  masters.  The  15th  Earl  was  presented  with  a  silver 
statuette  of  himself  mounted  on  Minto,  to  celebrate  his 
twenty-four  years  of  mastership.  The  16th  Earl  was  master 
in  1914  as  Lord  Montgomerie,  and  he  immediately  joined 
the  colours.  He  carried  on  the  mastership  after  he  suc¬ 
ceeded  to  the  earldom  until  1922,  when  the  Marchioness  of 
Bute  carried  on  for  a  season.  She  was  succeeded  by  Major 
T.  C.  Dunlop  in  1923.  W.  Thomlinson  is  huntsman. 

The  first  point-to-point  meeting  after  the  war  was  held 
at  Craigie  Byre  on  March  22nd,  1920.  The  programme 
was  not  a  very  large  one,  there  being  only  a  Heavyweight, 
a  Lightweight  and  a  Farmers’  Race.  In  the  Heavyweight 
Race  Mr.  T.  A.  Arthur’s  P.D.P.B.  (owner)  was  the  winner, 
with  Sir  C.  S.  Bine  Renshaw’s  Silver  (owner)  and  Major 
J.  A.  Coats’s  Hussar  (owner)  second  and  third.  Miss 
Marjorie  Arthur’s  Ascot  (Mr.  R.  Vivian)  won  in  the  Light¬ 
weight  Race,  with  Mr.  G.  A.  Wilson’s  Robson  (Mr.  A.  Robb) 
and  Major  Walter  McFarlane’s  Gratuity  (owner)  filling  the 
other  places  in  the  order  given. 

The  next  meeting  was  held  on  March  14th,  1921,  at  the 
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same  place.  Seven  went  to  the  post  for  the  Heavyweight 
Race,  which  was  won  by  Mr.  James  Moore’s  Belston  Lad 
(owner).  Mr.  T.  A.  Arthur’s  P.D.P.B.  (owner),  last  year’s 
winner,  dropped  back  into  second  place,  and  Major  J.  A. 
Coats’s  Hussar  II  (owner)  was  third.  In  the  Lightweight 
Race  there  were  thirteen  runners.  The  winner  was  Mrs. 
J.  B.  Black’s  Cork  (Major  J.  B.  Black),  with  Mr.  John 
Hutchison’s  Lally  White  (Mr.  H.  Barclay)  second  and  Col. 
W.  A.  Collins’s  Wilmont  (owner)  third. 

The  next  meeting  was  held  on  February  23rd,  1922,  at 
Barnwell  Hill.  Large  fields  were  the  order  of  the  day. 
Seventeen  went  to  the  post  for  the  Heavyweight  Race,  and 
this  time  Major  A.  J.  Coats’s  Hussar  II  (owner),  improving 
on  his  last  year’s  performance,  was  the  winner.  Mrs.  J.  B. 
Black’s  Cork  (Major  Black)  was  second,  and  the  remaining 
place  was  filled  by  Mr.  James  Moore’s  Belston  Lad  (owner). 
There  were  ten  runners  in  the  Lightweight  Race.  Col. 
W.  A.  Collins’s  Wilmont  (owner)  was  first.  Then  came 
Mrs.  G.  L.  Wilson’s  Blackbird  (Mr.  T.  C.  Dunlop),  and 
Mr.  H.  J.  Howie’s  Malmaison  III  (owner)  was  third. 

The  next  meeting  was  held  at  Helenton  Hill,  Symington, 
on  March  19th,  1923.  Eleven  horses  went  to  the  post  for 
the  Lightweight  Race,  which  was  won  by  Mr.  H.  J.  Howie’s 
Malmaison  III  (owner),  with  Mrs.  G.  A.  Wilson’s  Black¬ 
bird  (Mr.  Andrew  Robb)  next  and  Mrs.  J.  A.  Coats’s 
Brown  Owl  (Capt.  Fell)  third.  In  the  Heavyweight  Race 
there  were  nine  runners.  General  J.  L.  Jack’s  Alberon 
(Major  T.  C.  Dunlop)  was  the  winner,  with  Mr.  James 
Moore’s  Belston  Lad  (owner)  second  and  Mr.  A.  R.  Young’s 
Marjory  III  (owner)  third. 

Col.  T.  H.  Erskine  had  been  master  of  the  Fife  six  years 
in  1914,  and  he  was  to  continue  other  six  years  as  master 
before  he  was  joined  by  the  Earl  of  Lindsay.  The  partner¬ 
ship  began  in  1920  and  lasted  for  three  seasons,  and  then 
the  Earl  of  Lindsay  went  on  single-handed.  The  hunts¬ 
man  is  Will  Hanley. 

The  first  point-to-point  meeting  after  the  war  took  place 
at  Balcormo  Mains  on  April  14th,  1923.  In  the  Welter  Race 
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there  were  seven  starters,  with  Major  R.  G.  O.  Hutchinson’s 
Lucifer  (owner)  the  winner.  Major  John  Scott’s  Latto 
(owner)  occupied  the  second  place,  and  Mr.  A.  Anderson’s 
Twilight  (Mr.  Carnegie)  was  third.  The  same  number 
went  to  the  post  in  the  Lightweight  Race.  Col.  J.  H. 
Purvis’s  The  Dunion  (owner)  was  the  winner,  with  Mr. 
James  Cairns’s  Sylor  (Mr.  W.  Easterby)  second  and  Mr. 
Walter  J.  Low’s  Moonbeam  (owner)  third.  In  the  Nomi¬ 
nation  Race  eight  faced  the  starter.  Mr.  Will  Smith’s 
Crafty  V  (Mr.  Fred  Porter)  was  the  winner,  with  Capt. 
J.  M.  Stewart’s  Mistake  II  (owner)  and  Mr.  C.  W.  Herd- 
man’s  Sweetheart  (owner)  following  in  the  above  order. 

Of  the  Jed  Forest  there  is  nothing  to  say,  Mr.  T.  W. 
Robson  Scott  having  been  in  office  during  the  whole  period 
covered  by  this  book.  He  hunts  the  hounds  himself. 

The  Lanarkshire  and  Renfrewshire  had  been  thirteen 
years  under  the  mastership  of  Mr.  George  Barclay,  who 
succeeded  Col.  Robertson  Aikman  in  1901.  He  continued 
in  office  until  1921,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Major 
W.  H.  Goff  of  Lanishaw.  The  huntsman  is  William 
Dickinson,  who  was  first  whipper-in  to  the  Cheshire 
when  the  war  broke  out.  He  joined  up  at  once,  and 
was  demobilised  in  1919.  He  was  then  first  whipper-in 
to  Lord  Eglinton’s  for  a  couple  of  seasons,  and  from  there 
he  went  to  hunt  the  Lanarkshire  and  Renfrewshire. 

The  first  point-to-point  meeting  after  the  war  was  held 
at  Hartfield  Estate  on  April  1st,  1920.  The  Members’ 
Lightweight  Race  was  won  by  Mr.  A.  Robb’s  Gallant  Tip 
(owner).  Then  came  Mr.  George  Barclay’s  Sear  (Mr.  H. 
Barclay),  and  Miss  Donaldson’s  Battle  Field  (Mr.  A.  R. 
Fraser)  took  the  remaining  place.  In  the  Neighbouring 
Hunts  Race  Mrs.  Dubs’s  Turk’s  Head  (Mr.  C.  K.  Finlay- 
son)  was  the  winner,  with  Mr.  W.  A.  Collins’s  Irish  Hack 
(owner)  and  Mr.  D.  W.  Shaw’s  Copeline  (Mr.  H.  Barclay) 
following  in  the  order  named.  In  the  Neighbouring  Hunts 
Race  Mr.  James  Moore’s  Belston  Lad  (Mr.  H.  Barclay) 
was  first,  with  Mr.  A.  R.  Young’s  Marjory  (owner)  second 
and  Mr.  C.  Bine  Renshaw’s  Silver  (owner)  third. 
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The  next  meeting  was  held  at  Wallees,  Houston,  on 
March  27th,  1923.  In  the  Lightweight  Race  there  were 
eleven  starters,  at  the  head  of  them  being  Miss  L.  Camp¬ 
bell’s  Wise  Ronald  (Mr.  A.  Robb,  Jun.).  Then  came  Miss 
Mitchell’s  Kosko  (Mr.  L.  H.  Gow)  and  Mr.  D.  McGees’ 
Blue  Mask  (owner)  in  the  order  given.  In  the  Adjacent 
Hunts  Race  five  horses  went  down  to  the  post.  Mr.  A.  R. 
Young’s  Marjory  III  (owner)  was  first,  with  Mrs.  G.  A. 
Wilson’s  Blackbird  (Major  A.  Robb)  second  and  Mr.  T.  C. 
Dunlop’s  Banbridge  (owner)  third.  In  the  Heavyweight 
Race  there  were  seven  runners.  Mr.  D.  McGee’s  Be 
Prepared  (owner)  was  first.  Then  came  Mr.  J.  L. 
Young’s  Robson  (Col.  K.  Barge),  and  Mr.  J.  L.  Young’s 
Rainbow  (Mr.  J.  K.  Donaldson)  was  third. 

The  Lauderdale  is  Mr.  C.  Scott  Plummer’s  old  country. 
When  that  gentleman  retired  in  1910,  Col.  Mitchell  and 
Major  A.  C.  Paton  took  over  the  hounds,  and  the  country 
and  the  name  of  the  hunt  was  changed  to  Lauderdale. 
Col.  Mitchell  at  once  joined  the  colours.  In  1919  Major 
Paton  retired,  and  since  then  Col.  Mitchell  has  hunted  the 
country  single-handed.  The  huntsman  is  George  Travers, 
who  left  the  Cotswold,  where  he  had  been  first  whipper-in 
for  a  couple  of  seasons.  Before  that  he  whipped-in  and 
was  kennel  huntsman  to  the  Old  Surrey.  He  joined  the 
Army  when  the  war  broke  out,  and  was  demobilised  in 
1919,  when  he  joined  the  Cotswold. 

The  first  point-to-point  meeting  after  1914  was  held  at 
Woodheads  Lauder  on  March  17th,  1922.  The  Hunt  Cup 
Race  brought  a  field  of  sixteen  to  the  post.  Mr.  C.  W. 
Herdman’s  Bugle  (owner)  was  the  winner,  with  Mr.  Andrew 
Turnbull’s  Eildon  II  (Mr.  Peacock)  second  and  Mr.  T.  H. 
Young’s  Sheldrake  (owner)  third. 

The  next  meeting  was  held  at  Blen cairn  on  March  2nd, 
1923.  Eight  runners  turned  out  for  the  Lightweight  Race. 
Mr.  C.  W.  Herdman’s  Sweetheart  (owner)  was  the  winner, 
Mr.  J.  Lindsay’s  Tutankamen  (owner)  was  second  and 
Capt.  Muir’s  Turkan  Lad  (owner)  was  third.  In  the 
Nomination  Race  there  were  only  four  runners.  Mr.  J. 
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Robertson’s  Cark  Bryan  (owner)  won,  with  Mr.  John 
Allison’s  The  Miller  (owner)  and  Capt.  D.  Colville’s 
Warrior  (Mr.  C.  W.  Herdman)  following  on  in  the  order 
given.  In  the  Heavyweight  Race  six  went  to  the  post. 
Mr.  John  Elliot’s  Carham  (Mr.  J.  H.  Brydon)  was  first, 
with  Mr.  C.  W.  Herdman’s  Fox  Trot  (owner)  second  and 
Mrs.  Muir’s  Weaver  (Capt.  Muir)  third. 

Of  the  Liddesdale  there  is  not  much  to  tell.  Messrs. 
D.  Ballantyne  and  J.  T.  Dodd  were  masters  in  1914,  and 
when  the  trouble  came  Mr.  J.  T.  Dodd  at  once  went  to 
the  front.  In  1919  these  gentlemen  retired  and  Mr.  J. 
Jasper  Dodd  of  Riccarton  succeeded  them. 

The  Linlithgow  and  Stirlingshire  have  left  more 
history  of  their  difficulties  than  most  hunts  have,  and  they 
may  serve  as  an  example  of  what  every  hunt  had  to  go 
through  more  or  less.  Capt.  A.  J.  Meldrum  of  Dechmont 
was  the  master  in  1914,  but  his  services  were  required 
elsewhere,  and  so  Mr.  J.  H.  Rutherford,  the  honorary 
secretary,  took  the  place  of  acting-master  in  1915,  and  in 
1918  he  succeeded  to  the  mastership. 

Meanwhile  heavy  calls  were  made  on  the  hunt  staff.  On 
January  2nd,  1917,  Simpson,  the  kennelman,  was  called 
up  for  Army  service,  and  three  months  later  Woodger,  the 
huntsman,  was  called  up.  In  his  place  Will  Webster,  who 
had  formerly  been  the  huntsman  of  the  Lanark  and 
Renfrewshire,  was  engaged  as  huntsman.  Meanwhile,  in 
February,  Arthur  Stephens,  the  first  whipper-in,  had  been 
called  before  the  Tribunal  and  had  been  granted  con¬ 
ditional  exemption.  The  pack  was  reduced  to  twenty-three 
couple  ;  but  they  struggled  on  bravely  and  showed  some 
excellent  sport. 

Perhaps  an  epitome  of  the  season  of  1916-17  may  give 
a  fair  idea  of  the  difficulties  with  which  they  had  to  contend. 
Hounds  were  out  fifty-one  days  ;  they  had  one  blank  day 
and  killed  fourteen  and  a  half  brace  of  foxes,  which  was 
seven  brace  below  the  average.  A  great  difficulty  with 
which  they  had  to  contend — and  there  was  scarcely  a  pack 
of  hounds  in  Great  Britain  but  what  was  similarly  affected 
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— was  the  earth-stopping.  Many  gamekeepers  had  been 
called  up,  and  even  when  men  could  be  found  to  do  some 
of  the  keepers’  work  it  would  be  impossible  for  them  to 
know  all  the  earths.  Still,  notwithstanding  the  many  diffi- 
ties  they  carried  on,  and  showed  good  sport. 

The  first  point-to-point  meeting  was  held  at  Ochiltree 
Mill  on  March  19th,  1921.  There  was  only  one  event,  the 
Linlithgow  and  Stirlingshire  Race,  for  which  thirteen  horses 
faced  the  starter.  Mr.  John  W.  Nimmo’s  Land’s  End 
(owner)  was  first,  Mr.  H.  Armour’s  Tig  (Mrs.  Ellis) 
was  second  and  Mr.  James  D.  Steel’s  Paddy  (owner)  filled 
the  third  place. 

The  next  meeting  was  held  at  Oatridge  on  April  1st, 
1922.  The  Lightweight  Race  brought  a  field  of  fourteen 
to  the  post,  at  the  head  of  which  was  Capt.  Ian  Stewart’s 
Mistake  (owner).  Next  came  Mr.  J.  W.  Nimmo’s  Land’s 
End  (Mr.  J.  M.  Allinson),  and  Mr.  J.  E.  Kennedy’s  Marcus 
(owner)  was  third.  In  the  Nomination  Race  the  field  was 
ten  in  number.  The  Marchioness  of  Bute’s  Cuchulan  II 
(Mr.  J.  Daly)  was  the  winner,  with  Mr.  J.  H.  Brydon’s 
Kalcup  II  (Mr.  S.  Wright)  and  Mr.  J.  Cairns’s  Sylor  (Mr. 
A.  D.  Thompson)  following  in  the  order  named.  There 
were  eight  runners  in  the  Heavyweight  Race.  Mr.  A.  P. 
Gray’s  Tommy  (owner)  was  first,  Mr.  J.  D.  Steel’s  Paddy 
(owner)  was  second  and  Mr.  J.  E.  B.  Cowper’s  Peggy  (Mr. 
Moreton)  was  third. 

The  next  meeting  was  also  held  at  Oatridge,  the  date 
April  7th,  1923.  In  the  Lightweight  Race  there  were 
twelve  runners,  and  Mr.  J.  N.  Dudgeon’s  Novice  was  the 
only  one  to  finish.  In  the  Nomination  Race  eleven  went 
to  the  post.  Mr.  James  Cairns’  Sylor  (Mr.  W.  Easterby) 
was  the  winner,  with  Mr.  Andrew  Dunn’s  Jock  McCran 
(Mr.  T.  Inglis)  and  Miss  E.  Cookson’s  First  Flight  (Mr. 
J.  P.  Moreton)  second  and  third.  In  the  Heavyweight  Race 
there  were  seven  runners.  Mr.  H.  Armour’s  Sabretache 
(Mrs.  Ellis)  was  first.  Then  came  Mr.  R.  Robertson’s 
The  Knut  (Mr.  C.  Braes),  and  Capt.  J.  F.  Player’s  Navy  Cut 
(Mr.  A.  Morgan)  was  third.  In  the  Services  Race  eight 
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went  to  the  post.  Col.  A.  Little’s  Defiance  (Mr.  J.  P. 
Moreton)  was  first,  the  other  places  being  filled  by  Capt. 
Muir’s  Turkan  Lad  (owner)  and  Col.  Little’s  Solomon 
(owner)  in  the  order  given.  The  Consolation  Race  had 
eight  runners,  of  which  Capt.  J.  M.  Stewart’s  Mistake  II 
(owner),  Mr.  A.  N.  Dudgeon’s  Mermaid  X  (owner)  and 
Mr.  B.  G.  Holt’s  Farmer  (Mr.  J.  P.  Moreton)  finished  in 
the  order  named. 

The  ten  years’  history  of  the  Hunts  of  Great  Britain  is 
now  completed.  It  was  obviously  impossible  to  go  into 
every  detail  of  the  difficulties  which  hunts  had  to  contend 
with  ;  but  some  idea  may  be  formed  from  what  has  been 
said,  of  how  it  was  only  by  reason  of  the  greatest  persever¬ 
ance  and  firmness  that  hunting  did  not  go  out  altogether. 
As  great  a  feature  in  the  history  of  the  last  ten  years  as 
the  sudden  and  universal  check  to  hunting  was  the  equally 
sudden  revival. 

This  revival  is  worth  special  attention.  In  the  first  place, 
hounds  were  reduced  in  number  from  7212  couple  (Great 
Britain)  in  1913  to  5584  couple  in  1921,  a  decrease  of  1628 
couple.  Of  course,  after  that  the  numbers  began  to  in¬ 
crease.  But  this  is  not  all.  In  1 91 3-14  there  were  2748 
hunt  horses  ;  in  1916-17  these  were  reduced  to  1028,  a 
decrease  of  1720.  With  hounds  reduced  to  a  minimum  ; 
with  horses  also  much  below  the  necessity  of  the  case  ; 
with,  for  a  considerable  time  at  least,  the  bulk  of  hunting 
men  needed  elsewhere,  it  is  obvious  that  the  sport  was  in 
a  very  sad  plight.  It  is,  indeed,  questionable  whether  any 
other  sport  would  have  come  through  such  a  strenuous 
time  so  well,  even  if  it  had  not  collapsed  altogether,  which 
is  more  than  likely. 

As  has  already  been  intimated,  the  veterans  did  noble 
work.  They  had  good  material  to  work  with.  In  the  first 
place,  hound-breeding  has  improved  to  a  wonderful  extent 
during  the  last  fifty  years,  but  even  granted  that,  it  must 
have  come  as  a  considerable  surprise  to  many  that  the  high 
standard  has  been  so  well  maintained,  and  that  hounds  of 
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the  highest  clas^  are  seen  at  our  shows,  and  that  they  are 
also  up  to  the  high  standard  of  efficiency  in  the  field  which 
prevailed  before  the  war.  Without  hesitation  it  may  be 
said  that  hunting  recovered  as  nothing  else  could  have  done. 

Why  should  this  be  ?  The  reason  is  evident  if  the  reader 
will  think  for  a  moment.  The  hunting  man  is  more  at 
home  with  Nature  than  any  other  sportsman.  He  sees  her 
in  her  roughest  moods  and  he  sees  her  in  all  her  glory.  If 
he  is  an  observant  man,  her  constant  changes  are  a  source 
of  delight  to  him.  Even  if  he  is  obliged  to  live  a  town  life 
he  gets  into  some  communion  with  Nature,  and  if  he  is 
of  the  right  sort  it  strengthens  his  character  and  enables 
him  to  throw  away  the  inertia  and  more  or  less  undesirable 
luxuries  of  a  town  life.  He  is — for  part  of  his  time,  at  any 
rate — face  to  face  with  the  Eternal  Verities. 

The  quick  revival  of  hunting  shows  the  value  of  the 
sport  from  a  national  standpoint.  We  have  in  the  hunting 
man  emphatic  perseverance — “  he  knows  where  he’s  going, 
and  means  to  be  there,”  and  he  has  shown  that  by  the  way 
he  has  kept  his  favourite  sport  going  under  such  excep¬ 
tional  difficulties.  “  Horsemanshippe,”  said  the  great  Duke 
of  Newcastle,  “  makyth  for  Manhode.”  And  so  does 
hunting,  and  for  that  reason,  and  for  that  reason  alone,  it 
is  an  object  of  national  importance  on  which  the  crank 
must  not  be  allowed  to  put  a  finger. 


for 


Oh  perish  the  thought,  may  the  day  never  come 
When  the  gorse  is  uprooted,  the  foxhound  is  dumb, 

if  once  we  efface  the  joys  of  the  chase 
From  the  land,  and  out-root  the  Stud 
Good-bye  to  the  Anglo-Saxon  Race  ! 

Farewell  to  the  Norman  blood  ! 


